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Report  of  the  Commission. 


To  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly  of  the   State  of  New 
Jersey  ; 
At  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  the  following  Act  was 
passed : 

"  An  Act  to  provide  for  a  Commission  to  revise  and  consoli- 
date the  General  Statutes  of  this  State  relating  to  Villages, 
Towns  and  Townships. 

1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  That  the  Governor  shall  appoint  three 
competent  persons  commissioners  to  revise,  simplify,  arrange 
and  consolidate  all  the  general  statutes  of  this  State  applying 
and  relating  to  villages,  towns  and  townships  which  shall  be 
in  force  at  the  time  such  commissioners  shall  make  their  final 
report. 

2.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  said  commissioners  shall 
lay  a  printed  copy  of  the  said  general  statutes  so  revised  and 
consolidated  by  them,  before  the  Legislature  at  its  next  session, 
that  the  same  may  be  re-enacted,  if  the  Legislature  shall  so 
determine ;  and  at  the  same  time  they  shall  suggest  to  the 
Legislature  such  contradictions,  omissions  and  imperfections  as 
may  appear  in  the  original  text  of  the  said  acts  and  the  mode 
in  which  they  shall  have  reconciled,  supplied  and  amended  the 
same ;  and  they  may  also  designate  such  acts  or  parts  of  acts 
as,  in  their  judgment,  ought  to  be  repealed,  with  their  reasons 
for  advising  such  repeal ;  and  may  also  recommend  the  passage 
of  such  new  acts  or  parts  of  acts  as,  in  their  judgment,  may 
appear  necessary  or  expedient,  either  in  lieu  of  or  in  addition 
to  any  of  the  acts  so  revised  and  consolidated. 

3.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  said  commissioners  shall 
have  authority  to  employ  such  legal  and  clerical  assistance  as 
they  may  deem  necessary  in  the  prosecution  of  their  work,  and 
on  the  completion  of  their  labors  they  shall  receive  such  com- 
pensation as  the  Governor,  Comptroller  and  Treasurer  of  the 
State  shall  deem  just  and  proper,  which  shall  be  paid  by  the 
Treasurer  on  the  warrant  of  the  Comptroller,  together  with 
such  necessary  expense  as  they  may  have  incurred  in  carrying 
out  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

4.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  case  any  of  the  said  commis- 
sioners so  appointed  shall  refuse  to  act  or  shall  die,  resign  or 


remove  from  the  State  before  the  completion  of  the  duties 
assigned  to  the  said  commissioners,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Governor,  or  person  administering  the  government,  to  appoint 
a  suitable  person  or  persons  of  this  State  to  fill  the  vacancy 
thereby  occasioned. 

5.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  commissioners  appointed 
under  this  act  shall  have  no  power  to  revise,  consolidate  or 
simplify  any  acts  or  parts  of  acts  in  terms  applying  only  to 
particular  villages,  towns  or  townships. 

6.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  take  effect  imme- 
diately. 

Approved  March  9,  1891." 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  foregoing  act,  the 
Governor,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred 
and  ninety-one,  appointed  and  duly  commissioned  the  sub- 
scribers, who  on  the  second  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred 
and  ninety-one,  organized  at  Trenton,  where  a  room  was 
furnished  them,  in  which  the  task  assigned  has,  almost  without 
interruption,  been  carefully  considered  and  the  work  growing 
out  of  it  diligently  carried  on. 

An  examination  of  the  act  recited  will  show  that  the  duty 
of  the  commissioners  is  live  fold. 

First. — "To  revise,  simplify,  arrange  and  consolidate  all  the 
general  statutes  of  the  State  applying  and  relating  to  villages, 
towns  and  townships." 

Second. — To  "lay  a  printed  copy  of  the  said  general  statutes 
so  revised  and  consolidated  by  them  before  the  Legislature." 

Third. — To  "  suggest  to  the  Legislature  such  contradictions, 
omissions  and  imperfections  as  may  appear  in  the  original  text 
of  the  said  acts,  and  the  mode  in  which  they  shall  have  recon- 
ciled, supplied  and  amended  the  same." 

Fourth . — "May  also  designate  such  acts  or  parts  of  acts  as, 
in  their  judgment,  ought  to  be  repealed,  with  their  reasons  for 
advising  such  repeal." 

Fifth. — "  And  may  also  recommend  the  passage  of  such  new' 


acts  or  parts  of  acts  as,  in  their  judgment,  may  appear  neces- 
sary or  expedient,  either  in  lieu  of  or  in  addition  to  any  of  the 
acts  so  revised  or  consolidated." 


The  only  inhibition  is,  that  the  commissioners  "  shall  have 
no  power  to  revise,  consolidate  or  simplify  any  acts  or  parts  of 
acts  in  terms  applying  to  particular  villages,  towns  or  town- 
ships "  Even  with  this  restriction  the  field  of  labor  is  a  broad 
one,  and  replete  with  obstacles. 

The  first  difficulty  experienced,  and  which  is  the  most  serious 
entanglement  in  the  existing  legislation  relating  to  townships, 
is  the  promiscuous  use  of  the  words  "  townships,"  "  incorpo- 
rated townships,"  "  towns,"  "  villages,"  "  municipal  corpora- 
tions "  and  "  municipalities, "  with  the  addendum  of  a 
classification  of  "  townships,"  "  incorporated  townships, " 
"towns,"  "villages,"  "municipal  corporations"  and  "munici- 
palities" in  classified  counties,  or  counties  having  a  sj^ecified 
population,  disturbed  by  an  additional  classification  of  munici- 
palities having  a  population  more  or  less  than  a  certain  number. 
"  Townships  "  and  "  incorporated  townships  "  are  expressions 
used  indiscriminately.  An  act  relates  to  "  townships,"  and  a 
supplement  recites  "  incorporated  townships,"  and  vice  versa. 
This  discrepancy  we  have  concluded  to  reconcile  by  assuming 
that  the  terms  thus  defining  the  two  are  intended  to  be 
synonymous,  and  therefore  we  have  placed  statutes  relating  to 
"  townships "  and  "  incorporated  townships "  in  the  same 
category. 

The  fact  also  exists  that  although  there  is  in  force  an  act 
entitled  "  An  act  providing  for  the  formation  and  government 
of  towns,"  approved  April  24,  1S88,  P.  L.  1888,  p.  488,  and 
an  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  formation  and  government  of 
villages,"  approved  February  23,  1891,  P.  L.  1891,  p.  23,  not 
a  single  municipality  contemplated  by  either  of  those  acts 
exists  in  the  State ;  hence  we  conclude  that  all  statutes  dealing 
with  townships,  incorporated  townships  and  other  munici- 
palities conjointly  with  towns  and  villages  are  applicable  to 
townships  only,  except  as  they  may  apply  to  towns  and  villages 
existing  under  and  by  virtue  of  special  charters  or  laws  enacted 
prior  to  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  September,  eighteen  hundred 
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and  seventy-five,  when  the  amended  State  constitution  was 
adopted,  and  that  legislators,  when  statutes  applying  in  terms 
to  "  town,  village,  township  or  other  municipality "  were 
enacted,  had  in  mind  the  purpose  to  make  the  scope  of  legis- 
lation broad  enough  to  apply  to  each  and  every  class  of 
municipalities  named  in  the  act  under  which  this  commission 
is  operating.  Although  we  are  unanimous  in  the  opinion  that 
acts  limited  in  application  to  townships  in  counties  having 
a  certain  population,  and  to  townships  having  a  certain  popu- 
lation are  not  only  unconstitutional,  but  pernicious,  we 
have  considered  them  with  the  purpose  of  finding  a  place  for 
them  as  far  as  we  reasonably  and  practicably  can,  because  it  is 
evident  that  to  disturb  the  legislation  applying  to  and  intended 
to  apply  to  the  groups  in  the  various  classes  will  seriously 
unsettle  vested  rights,  powers,  privileges  and  obligations. 

Our  work  thus  far  has  been  confined  to  statutes  relating  to 
townships,  and  so  large  a  number  of  the  same  statutes  relates 
to  villages,  towns  and  mtmicipaHlies,  that  upon  the  completion 
of  the  work  upon  the  plan  adopted,  it  will  be  comparatively 
an  easy  task  to  codify  the  latter  classes. 

In  pursuing  our  duties,  as  we  understand  them,  we  have, 
with  the  object  of  securing  system,  adopted  the  following 
order  and  plan  of  arrangement  of  the  various  subjects  which 
at  this  time  appear  in  our  statutes,  and  comprise  the  subject 
matter  of  legislation  relating  to  townships,  adhering  as  closely 
as  possible  to  the  existing  scheme  of  township  government : 

1.  The  inhabitants  of  the  townships  in  this  State  constituted 
a  body  corporate. 

2.  Process  against  township — how  served. 

Of  Town  Meetings  or  Township  Elections. 

3.  When  held. 

4.  Where  held. 

5.  Qualification  of  electors. 

6.  Mode  of  voting  at  town  meetings  or  township  elections. 

7.  Time  or  hour  of  opening  and  closing  polls. 

8.  How  board  of  election  to  be  constituted. 

9.  What  officers  to  be  elected,  and  their  tenure  of  office. 


10.  Qualification  of  township  officers. 

11.  The  mode  of  qualifying. 

12.  Disposition  of  the  evidences  of  qualification. 

13.  What  constitutes  a  vacancy  in  office. 

14.  How  vacancies  to  be  filled. 

15.  Organization  of  the  township  committee. 

16.  Township  committee  to  appoint  township  treasurer. 

17.  The  duties  and  powers  of  the  respective  township 
officers. 

18.  Fees  of  the  respective  township  officers. 

19.  To  what  penalties  the  respective  township  officers  are 
liable. 

20.  Special  town  meetings,  or  township  elections,  when  and 
for  what  purposes  to  be  held,  and  what  notice  to  be  given  of 
the  same. 

21.  Electors  to  vote  for,  grant  and  raise  money,  and  for  what 
purposes. 

22.  Other  subject  matter  of  town  meetings  or  township 
elections. 

Public  Improvements. 

23.  Eoads  and  streets. 

24.  Sidewalks,  crosswalks  and  pavements. 

25.  Lighting  of  roads  and  streets. 

26.  Sewerage  and  drainage. 

27.  Water  supply. 

28.  Fire  departments. 

29.  Public  buildings. 

30.  Free  public  libraries. 
81.  Boards  of  health. 

Indebtedness. 

32.  How  judgments  against  townships  to  be  satisfied. 

33.  For  what  purpose  bonds  may  be  issued  and  how  issued. 

Taxes. 

34.  For  what  purposes  and  how  levied. 

35.  Poll  tax. 
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36.  Adjustment  of  past  due  taxes  and  interest  upon  the 
same. 

37.  Upon  what,  for  what  period  of  time,  and  how  past  due 
taxes  are  made  a  lien. 

Sinking  Fund 

38.  How  created. 

39.  Commissioners  of. 

40.  Miscellaneous  provisions. 

We  have  compiled  all  (as  we  believe)  acts  and  parts  of  acts 
relating  to  the  foregoing  subjects  and  find  that  the  total  is 
seventeen  hundred  and  fifteen,  involving  thirteen  hundred  and 
fifteen  enactments  ;  these  have  been  compared,  and  the  "  con- 
tradictions, omissions  and  imperfections  "  noted,  and  in  order 
that  "  contradictions,  omissions  and  imperfections "  may  be 
more  easily  detected  we  have  set  out  so  much  of  the  original 
text  of  the  several  acts  and  parts  of  acts  as  are  necessary  in  our 
judgment  to  make  plain  such  "  contradictions,  omissions  and 
imperfections,"  supplemented  by  changes  and  suggestions  of 
changes,  followed  by  sections  of  such  new  act  as  to  us  appears 
necessary  and  expedient. 

The  Inhabitants  of  the  To-wnships  in    this  State   Consti- 
tituted  a  Body  Corporate. 

"  An  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  townships,  desig- 
nating their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings. 

Approved  April  14,  1S46. 
Kev.,  p.  1191,  S.  1. 

That  the  inhabitants  of  each  of  the  several  townships,  pre- 
cincts and  wards  of  this  State,  hereinafter  mentioned,  be  and 
they  are  hereby  continued  a  body  politic  and  corporate  in  law, 
as  heretofore  constituted  and  established,  by  the  name  of  '  the 
inhabitants  of  the  township  of  in  the  county 

of  ."; 

(as  the  case  may  be,  etc.) 

The  section  above  quoted  enumerates  the  several  townships 
of  the  State,  and  applies  to  '  precincts  and  wards  of  this  State.' 


We  deem  it  unnecessary  to  enumerate  them  because  the  terri- 
tory included  in  the  several  townships  is  clearly  defined  by  the 
Beveral  acts  by  which  they  were  created,  and  we  know  of  no 
reason  why  the  phrase  "precincts  and  wards  of  this  State  " 
should  be  embodied  in  an  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of 
townships;  therefore  for  the  above  section  we  substitute: 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly 
of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  That  the  inhabitants  of  each  of 
the  several  townships  of  this  State,  be  and  they  are  hereby 
continued  a  body  politic  and  corporate  in  law,  as  heretofore 
constituted  and  established  by  the  name  of  "  The  Inhabitants^3^  In- 
of  the  Township  of  ,  in  the  county  of 

and  that  the  boundaries  of  the  several  townships  shall  be  and 
remain  as  heretofore,  and  hereafter  may  be  established  by  law. 

PROCESS    AGAINST   TOWNSHIP — HOW    SERVED. 

"  An  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  townships,  desig- 
nating their  powers  and  regulating  »their  meetings. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
Kev.,  p.  1193,  S.  2. 

That  when  any  suit  shall  be  instituted  against  any  town 
ship,  a  copy  of  the  summons,  precept  or  such  other  legal  pro- 
cess as  may  be  issued  against  the  said  townsbips,  shall  be  left 
with  the  clerk  thereof,  thirty  days  at  least  before  the  session 
of  the  court  to  which  the  same  shall  be  returnable." 

In  lieu  of  the  above,  because  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  en- 
titled "An  act  to  regulate  the  jjractice  of  courts  of  law,"  Rev., 
p.  854,  S.  41,  and  Phillipsburg  ads.,  Raub,  8  Vr.,  '48,  we  sub- 
stitute : 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  when  any  suit  shall  be  in- 
stituted against  any  township,  a  copy  of  the  summons,  precept 
or  such  other  legal  process  as  may  be  issued  against  the  said  serred. 
township,  shall  be  left  with  the  clerk  thereof,  at  least  thirty 
days  before  the  return  day  expressed  in  said  process  ;  and  the 
said  clerk  shall  forthwith  give  notice  to  each  member  of  the 
township  committee  of  the  service  upon  him  of  such  process. 

TOWN    MEETINGS,    OR   TOWNSHIP    ELECTIONS WHEN    HELD. 

"  An    act    incorporating    the    inhabitants    of     townships, 
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designating    their    powers    and    regulating    their    meetings. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
P.  L.,  1846,  p.  15. 
Rev.,  p.  1193,  S.  4. 

That  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  who  are  or  shall  be 
qualified  by  law  to  vote  at  town  meetings,  shall  have  full 
power,  and  they  are  hereby  directed  and  required  to  assemble 
and  hold  town  meetings  in  the  respective  townships  in  the 
counties  of  Burlington,  Monmouth,  Salem  and  Cumberland,  on 
the  second  Tuesday  in  March,  annually;  in  the  respective  town- 
ships in  the  county  of  Cape  May  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  March 
annually;  in  the  respective  townships  in  the  counties  of  Ber- 
gen, Essex,  Somerset,  Middlesex,  Hunterdon,  Morris,  Passaic, 
Mercer  and  Hudson  on  the  second  Monday  in  April  annually  ; 
in  the  respective  townships  in  the  counties  of  Gloucester,  Atlan- 
tic and  Camden  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  March  annually ; 
in  the  townships  of  Montague,  Sandyston  and  Walpeck  in  the 
county  of  Sussex  on  the  second  Monday  in  March  annually ; 
in  the  remaining  townships  in  the  county  of  Sussex  on  the 
second  Monday  in  April  annually ;  in  the  township  of  Paha- 
quarry,  in  the  county  of  Warren,  on  the  second  Monday  in 
March  annually,  and  in  the  remaining  townships  in  the  county 
of  Warren  on  the  second  Monday  in  April  annually,  and  that 
said  town  meetings  shall  be  held  at  such  places  in  the  respec- 
tive townships  as  the  electors  of  such  township  may  have  di- 
rected and  appointed  or  shall  from  time  to  time  direct  and 
appoint.     [See  Sec.  50.]" 

"An  act  concerning  townships  and  township  officers. 

Approved  April  21,  1876. 
P.  L.,  1S76,  p.  297,  S.  1. 
Rev.yp.  1202,  S.  50. 

-  That  after  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-seven,  all  town  meetings  in  the  several 
towns  and  townships  of  this  State,  for  the  election  of  town- 
ship officers,  shall  be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  March, 
in  each  and  every  year  *.**." 
(Vide  act  amending,  next  following) : 
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"An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concerning  town 
6hips  and  township  officers,'  approved  April  twenty-first,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

Approved  March  8,  1877. 
P.  L.,  1877,  p.  67,  S.  1. 
Rev.,  p.  1202,  S.  50. 

That  after  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-seven,  all  town  meetings,  in  the  several 
towns  and  townships  in  this  State,  for  the  election  of  township 
officers,  shall  be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  March,  in  each 
and  every  year." 

Amended  as  follows :  "  Provided,  however,  that  this  section 
shall  not  apply  to  towns  and  townships  in  any  county  of  this 
State  where  Chosen  Freeholders  are  elected  by  assembly  dis- 
tricts." 

"  An  act  permitting  townships  of  this  State,  whose  times  of 
elections  are  fixed  by  special  acts,  to  alter  said  times  of  holding 
their  township  elections. 

Approved  February  26,  187S. 
P.  L.,  187S,  p.  31,  S.  1. 
S.  Rev.,  p.  1082,  S.  279. 

That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  township  in  this 
State,  whose  township  elections  are  now  held  by  any  special 
act  *  *  *  *  *  ,  to  change  the  time  of  said  election  by 
and  with  the  consent  and  direction  of  the  township  committee 
of  said  township,  to  the  second  Tuesday  of  March  or  the  second 
Tuesday  of  April.     *     *     *     ." 

"  Supplement  to  an  act  concerning  townships  and  township 
officers. 

Approved  March  14,  18S2. 
P.  L.,  1882,  p.  96,  S.  1. 
S.  R.,  p,  1035,  S.  30. 

The  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supplement  was  approved 
April  twenty-first,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six 
(P.  L.,  1876,  p.  297,  and  Rev.,  p.  1202,  S.  50),  and  provides  "that 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  board  of  chosen  freeholders 
of  any  county  in  this  State,  whose  township  elections  are  held 
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pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  P.  L.,  ),  S76,  p.  297,  to  change 
the  time  of  holding  township  elections  in  and  for  such  county, 
from  the  second  Tuesday  in  March  to  the  second  Tuesday  of 
April." 

The  existing  legislation  upon  this  subject  substantially  is 
that  "  all  town  meetings  in  the  several  towns  and  townships  of 
this  State,  for  the  election  of  township  officers,  shall  be  held 
on  the  second  Tuesday  of  March,  in  each  and  every  year,"  ex- 
cept with  the  proviso  in  P.  L.,  1887,  p.  67,  S.  1.,  Kev.,  p.  1202, 
S.  50,  which  is,  that  the  act  approved  April  21,  1876  P.  L., 
1876,  p.  297,  "  shall  not  apply  to  towns  and  townships  in  any 
county  of  this  State  where  chosen  freeholders  are  elected  by 
assembly  districts."  An  examination  of  the  act  approved 
February  26,  1878  (P.  L.,  1878,  p.  31,  S.  1;  S.  Kev.,  p.,  1082,  S. 
279),  and  the  act  approved  March  14,  1882,  P.  L.,  1»82,  p.  96, 
S.  1;  S.  Rev.,  p.  1035,  S.  30,  will  show  that  in  one  instance  the 
township  committee  of  townships  and  in  other  the  chosen  free- 
holders of  a  county  are  authorized  "  to  change  the  time  of 
holding  township  elections  *  *  *  *  ,  from  the  second 
Tuesday  in  March  to  the  second  Tuesday  of  April." 

There  should  be  uniformity  in  the  time  of  holding  town 
meetings  or  township  elections,  and  it  is  therefore  recom- 
mended that  it  shall  be  regulated  as  follows : 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  annual  town  meetings 
or  township  elections  in  the  several  townships  of  this  State,  for 
the  election  of  township  officers,  shall  be  held  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  March  in  each  and  every  year,  except  in  those 
townships  in  counties  in  this  State  wherein  chosen  freeholders 
are  now,  or  hereafter  may  be  elected  by  assembly  districts." 

TOWN    MEETINGS,    OK    TOWNSHIP    ELECTIONS WHERE    HELD. 

"  An  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  townships,  desig- 
nating their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
P.  L.,  1846,  p.  15. 
Rev.,  p.  1193,  S.  4. 

Town  meetings  shall  be  held  at  such  places,  in  the  respect- 
ive townships,  as  the  electors  of  such  townships  may  have  di- 
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rected  and  appointed,  or  shall  from  time  to  time  direct  and 
appoint."     (See  S.  50.) 

"  An  act  to  authorize  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  town- 
ships of  this  State  to  vote  by  ballot  at  their  town  meetings. 

Approved  March  22,  1860. 
P.  L.,  1S60,  p.  670. 
Kev.,  p.  1200,  S.  41. 

And  shall  also  upon  the  same  ballot,  vote  *  *  *  money 
necessary  for  township  purposes,  and  for  the  places  of  holding 
the  next  annual  town  meetings,"  etc. 

"  An  act  to  regulate  elections. 

Approved  April  18,  IS 76. 
P.  L.,  1S76,  p.  337. 
Rev.  p.  339,  S.  17. 

That  when  a  township  *  *  *  contains  more  than  six 
hundred  voters,  said  township  *  *  shall  be  divided  into 
election  districts  so  as  not  to  contain  more  than  six  hundred 
voters  in  each  district  ******  and  the  township 
committee  in  the  several  townships  are  hereby  required  to  set 
off  said  districts  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  August  next,  and 
file  a  description  of  the  boundaries  thereof,  one  copy  in  the 
County  Clerk's  office  and  one  copy  in  the  *  *  Township 
Clerk's  office,  *****  and  in  case  it  may  be  neces- 
sary hereafter  to  change  the  boundaries  of  such  districts,  such 
change  shall  be  effected  in  the  manner  above  prescribed." 

"  An  act  concerning  townships  and  township  officers,'  ap- 
proved April  twenty-first,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-six. 

Approved  March  2,  1877. 
P.  L.,  1877,  p.  47- 
Rev.  p.  1204,  S.  57. 

That  when  any  township  in  this  State  has  been  or  may  be 
hereafter  divided  into  voting  districts  in  accordance  with  the 
seventeenth  and  eighteenth  (Rev.,  p.  339,  S.  S.,  17  and  18) 
Bection  of  '  An  act  to  regulate  elections,"  approved  April 
eighteenth,  one  thousand    eight  hundred   and  seventy-six,  it 


14 

shall  be  lawful  to  hold  the  annual  town  meetings,  and  any 
special  town  meetings  legally  called  in  each  election  district  so 
set  off,  etc." 

"  Supplement  to  an  act  entitled  An  act  to  regulate  elec- 
tions, ajmroved  April  eighteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-six. 

Approved  March  25,  1881. 
P.  L.,  1881,  p.  253. 
S.  Rev.,  252,  S.  14. 

Amends  the  foregoing  (Sec.  17,  Rev.,  p.  339)  by  adding, 
1  and  in  case  any  error  is  made  in  fixing  the  boundary  of  any 
such  election  district,  the  township  committee  of  any  town- 
ship *  *  *  may  at  any  time  in  their  discretion,  correct 
such  error  and  change  said  boundary  lines  ;  provided,  however, 
that  no  election  district  shall  contain  more  than  six  hundred 
voters.'  " 

11 A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  incorpo- 
rating the  inhabitants  of  townships,  designating  their  powers 
and  regulating  their  meetings,'  approved  April  fourteenth,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six. 

Approved  April  24,  1884. 
P.  L.,  1884,  p.  249. 
S.  Rev.,  p.  1032,  S.  IS. 

That  in  any  township  of  this  State  where  it  has  been  the 
custom  to  designate  at  the  annual  town  meetings  the  place  of 
holding  the  next  annual  township  meeting,  that  the  place  of 
holding  said  next  annual  township  meeting  shall  be  determined 
by  ballot  by  designating  the  place  upon  the  same  ballot  used 
in  voting  for  the  various  township  officers." 

(Is  the  same  in  effect  as  Revision,  p.  1200,  S.41.) 

"  Supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  regulate  elec- 
tions,' approved  April  eighteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-six. 

Approved  April  28,  1885. 
P.  L.,  1885,  p.  296. 
S.  Rev.,  p.  273,  S.  21. 
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That  when  any  new  election  district  or  districts  shall  be  set 
off,  or  the  boundary  lines  of  any  existing  district  or  districts 
shall  be  changed,  or  such  districts  readjusted  *  *  *  the 
township  committee  shall,  without  unnecessary  delay,  select  the 
place  where  the  first  election  shall  be  held  thereafter  in  each  of 
said  districts,  etc. 

"  Further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  regulate 
elections,'  approved  April  eighteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seventy-six. 

Appproved  May  6,  1889. 
P.  L.,  1S89,  p.  351,  S,  1. 

That  whenever  in  a  township  not  divided  into  wards  or 
election  districts,  and  containing  but  one  polling  place,  it  shall 
appear  that  two  hundred  or  more  voters  in  any  one  of  such 
townships  have  to  travel  a  distance  of  five  miles  or  more  to 
vote,  that  in  every  such  case  it  shall  be  the  duty  of,  and  the 
township  committee  are  required  to  forthwith  establish  an  ad- 
ditional polling  place  in  such  section." 

"  Supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  Further  supplement  to  an 
act  entitled  '  An  act  to  regulate  elections,'  approved  April 
eighteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,'  ap- 
proved May  sixth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-nine. 

Approved  April  8,  1890. 
P.  L.,  1890,  p.  240, 

Amends  that  last  above  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 
That  whenever,  in  a  township  not  divided  into  wards,  it 
shall  appear  that  two  hundred  or  more  voters  in  any  one  sec- 
tion of  such  township  have  to  travel  a  distance  of  four  miles 
or  more  to  vote,  that  in  every  such  case  the  township  commit- 
mittee  may  establish  an  additional  polling  place  in  such  sec- 
tion, and  that  in  to  vvnships  containing  more  than  five  hundred 
voters  at  the  last  presidential  election,  and  having  but  one 
polling  place,  and  where  some  of  the  voters  have  to  travel  a 
distance  of  four  miles  or  more  to  vote,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of, 
and  the  township  committee  are  required,  to  forthwith  estab- 
lish an  additional  polling  place  in  such  township." 
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"  Supplement  to  the  act  entitled  'An  act  to  regulate  elec- 
tions,' approved  April  eighteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy  six.' 

Approved  March  31,  1890. 
P.  L.,  1890,  p.  155. 

That  in  any  township  of  this  State  where  there  is  a  part  of 
its  inhabited  territory  separated  from  the  mainland  or  other 
inhabited  part  thereof  by  at  least  three  miles  of  bay  and  marsh, 
across  which  there  is  no  road,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  town- 
ship committee  to  divide  such  township  into  at  least  two  elec- 
tion precincts. so  that  at  least  one  such  precinct  shall  be  on 
each  side  of  said  bay  and  marsh." 

"A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  regulate 
elections,'  approved  April  eighteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seventy-six. 

Approved  May  28,  1890- 
P.  L.,  1890,  p.  361,  S.  46. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerks  of  the  several  town- 
ships, cities  and  municipalities  of  the  State,  at  least  thirty 
days  before  any  election  to  be  held  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  to  provide  for  and  secure  in  each  election  district  or  voting 
precinct  of  their  respective  townships,  cities  and  municipalities 
a  suitable  room  in  which  to  hold  the  election,  and  immediately 
upon  procuring  such  room  said  township  or  other  clerk  shall 
notify  the  election  or  poll  clerks  and  the  board  of  registry  and 
election  of  the  precinct  or  voting  district  that  such  room  has 
been  procured  and  where  the  same  is  located." 

"  A  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  '  A  further  supplement 
to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  regulate  elections,'  approved 
April  eighteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,' 
which  supplemental  act  was  approved  May  twenty-eighth,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety. 

Approved  March  23,  1891. 
P.  L.,  1S91,  p.  225,  S.  12, 

That  section  fifty  of  said  supplemental  act,  approved  May 
twenty-eighth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety,  be  and 
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the   same  is  hereby  amended  so  that  henceforth  said   section 
fifty  shall  be  and  read  as  follows,  and  not  otherwise,  to  wit  : 

50.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  none  of  the  provisions  of  this 
act  from  and  including  section  twenty  thereof,  to  and  including 
section  forty-nine  thereof,  shall  in  any  manner  apply  to  or 
affect  any  such  municipality  as  by  section  twenty-four  hereof 
is  excepted  from  the  operations  and  effect  of  sections  twenty, 
twenty-one,  twenty-two  and  twenty-three  of  this  act ;  and  none 
of  the  provisions  of  this  act  from  and  including  said  section 
twenty  to  and  including  said  section  forty-nine  shall  apply  to  or 
affect  said  town  meetings  or  township  elections  mentioned  or 
referred  to  in  section  nineteen  of  this  act,  except  as  hereinafter 
in  this  or  some  subsequent  section  of  this  act  provided  for  said 
town  meetings  or  township  elections ;  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  clerks  of  the  several  townships  of  the  State  at  least  twenty 
days  before  any  town  meeting  to  be  held  within  their  respective 
townships  to  provide  and  secure  in  each  election  district  or 
voting  precinct  of  their  respective  townships  a  suitable  room 
in  which  to  hold  the  town  meetings,  and  immediately  after 
procuring  such  room  said  township  clerk  shall  notify  the  elec- 
tion or  poll  clerks  and  the  board  of  registry  and  election  of  the 
precinct  or  voting  district  that  such  room  has  been  procured 
and  where  the  same  is  located. 

The  act  approved  April  14,  1846,  P.  L.,  1846,  p.  15,  Rev., 
p.  1193,  S.  4,  which  refers  to  S.  50  and  the  act  approved 
March  20,  1860,  P.  L.,  1S60,  p.  670,  Eev.,  p.  1200,  S. 
41,  clearly  intend  that  the  electors  of  the  several  townships 
shall  from  time  to  time  direct  and  appoint,  by  resolution  or 
designation  upon  a  majority  of  the  ballots  cast,  the  place  of 
holding  the  next  annual  town  meetings  or  township  elections. 
Such  designation  refers  only  to  the  particular  place  in  a  par. 
ticular  township.  That  was  followed  by  the  act  approved 
April  18,  1ST6,  P.  L.,  1S76,  p.  337,  Rev.,  p.  339,  S.  17,  the  act 
approved  March  2,  1877,  P.  L.,  1877,  p.  47,  Rev.,  p.  1204,  S. 
57,  and  the  various  other  enactments  relating  to  the  division  of 
townships  into  election  or  polling  districts,  whereby  it  is  ap- 
parent that  with  two  exceptions,  it  is  intended  that  in  all  town- 
ships in  which  election  or  polling  districts  have  been  created 
or  are  intended  to  be  created,  "  it  shall  be  lawful  to  hold  the 
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annual  town  meetings  and  any  special  town  meetings  legally 
called,  in  each  election  district  bo  set  off." 

The  two  exceptions  referred  to  are  the  act  approved  May  6, 
1889,  P.  L.,  1SS9,  p.  351,  S.  1,  as  supplemented  by  the  act  ap- 
proved April  8.  1890,  P.  L.,  1890,  p.  240,  and  the  act  approved 
March  31,  1890,  P.  L.,  1890,  p.  155. 

The  foregoing  legislation  upon  this  subject  in  substance  re- 
quires that  town  meetings  or  township  elections  shall  be  held  in 
the  election  or  polling  districts,  which  primarily  means  a  town- 
ship, and  if  a  township  has  been  divided  into  election  districts 
then  in  election  districts. 

The  designation  of  the  polling  place  in  each  election  district 
is  regulated  by  the  act  approved  May  28,  1890,  P.  L.,  1890,  p. 
361,  S.  46,  and  amended  by  the  supplement  thereto,  approved 
March  23,  1891,  P.  L.,  1891,  p.  225,  S.  12,  which  provide  that 
"  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerks  of  the  several  townships  * 
*  -  -  *  to  provide  and  secure  in  each  election  district  or 
voting  precinct  of  their  respective  townships,  a  suitable  room 
in  which  to  hold  the  town  meetings." 

The  statutes  referred  tD  lead  us  to  the  conclusion  that  all 
town  meetings  or  township  elections,  whether  general  or  spec- 
ial should  be  regulated  by  the  pro  vision  following : 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  town  meetings  or  town- 
ship elections  general  or  special  shall  be  held  at  such  place  and 
in  such  room  as  may  be  designated  and  provided  by  the  clerk 
of  the  respective  townships  ;  and  in  every  case  in  which  a 
township  has  been  or  hereafter  may  be  divided  into  election 
districts  the  annual  and  special  town  meetings  or  township 
elections  shall  be  held  within  the  limits  of  such  election  or 
polling  districts  at  such  place  and  in  such  room  as  may  be 
designated  and  provided  by  the  clerk  of  the  township  in  which 
such  election  or  polling  district  may  be  located. 

TOWS  MEETINGS  OR  TOWS  ELECTIONS QUALIFICATIONS  OF  ELECTORS. 

"An  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  townships  de3igna- 
ting  their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings. 
Approved  April  14,  1846. 
P.  JL,  1846,  p.  15. 
Kev.,  p.  1193,  S.  5. 
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That  every  person  entitled  to  the  right  of  suffrage  under 
the  constitution,  who  shall  have  resided  five  months  in  the 
township  next  preceding  such  town  meeting,  shall  be  entitled 
to  vote  at  such  meeting,  and  no  other  person."     (See  S.  31.) 

"  Supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  incorporating  the 
inhabitants  of  townships,  designating  their  powers  and  regu- 
lating their  meetings,'  approved  April  fourteen,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-six. 

Approved  March  7,  1850. 
P.  L.,  1850,  p.  291,  S.  1. 
Kev.,  p.  1199,  S.  31. 

That  every  person  entitled  to  the  right  of  suffrage  under 
the  constitution,  who  shall  have  resided  five  months  in  the 
county  next  preceding  such  town  meeting,  and  who  actually 
resides  in  the  township  where  he  claims  a  vote,  shall  be  en- 
titled to  vote  at  such  meeting,  and  no  other  person." 

*'  An  act  to  regulate  elections. 

Approved  April  18,  1876. 
P.  L.,  1876,  p.  163. 
Kev.,  p.  338,  S.  11,  12. 

That  every  person  possessing  the  qualifications  required  by 
the  constitution,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  in  the  township  in 
which  he  actually  resides,  and  not  elsewhere  ;  and  every  person 
who  shall  be  so  qualified  to  vote  in  such  election  in  such  town, 
ship,  shall  at  any  time  during  the  same,  after  proclamation 
shall  have  been  made  of  the  opening  of  the  same,  except  dur- 
ing any  period  for  which  the  board  of  election  shall  have  ad- 
journed, be  at  liberty  to  claim  his  right  to  vote  therein  in  such 
township,  and  such  person  shall  claim  such  right  in  person 
before  such  board,  and  on  such  claim  being  made,  one  of  such 
board  shall  audibly  and  publicly  announce  the  name  of  the 
claimant ;  and  the  ballot  of  such  claimant  shall  remain  in  his 
own  hand  until  such  board  shall  have  decided  to  receive  the 
same. 

"  That  if  a  person  be  challenged,  as  convicted  of  any  crime 
which  excludes  him  from  the  right  of  suffrage  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  constitution  of  this  State,  he  shall  not  be  required 
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to  answer  any  questions  in  relation  to  such  alleged  conviction, 
nor  shall  any  proof  of  such  conviction  be  received,  other  than 
the  duly  authenticated  record  thereof,  except  such  proof  as 
may  be  necessary  to  establish  his  identity  with  the  person 
named  in  such  record,  or  may  be  adduced  by  him  to  rebut  the 
evidence  of  identity  produced  on  behalf  of  the  challenge ;  but 
if  any  person  so  convicted  shall  vote  at  any  such  election,  unless 
he  shall  have  been  pardoned  or  restored  by  law  to  the  right  of 
suffrage,  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  on 
conviction  thereof,  shall  be  punished  by  fine  not  exceeding  two 
hundred  dollars,  or  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  not  exceeding 
two  years,  or  both." 

"  An  act  concerning  the  right  of  suffrage  in  this  State. 

Approved  April  8,  1890. 
P.  L.,  1890,  p.  241. 
That  every  citizen  of  this  State  entitled  to  vote  at  a  general 
election  for  members  of  the  legislature  shall  be  entitled  to  vote 
at  any  election  of  municipal  officers  held  in  the  city,  town  or 
other  municipality  where  such  citizens  may  reside. 

"  And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  acts  or  parts  of  acts  incon- 
sistent with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  be  and  the  same  are 
hereby  repealed,  and  that  this  act  shall  take  effect  immediately." 

"  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  regulate  elec- 
tions,' approved  April  eighteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-six. 

Approved  May  28,  1890. 
P.  L.,  1890,  p.  361,  S.  13. 

That  the  original  register  not  filed  with  the  county  clerk, 
as  hereinbefore  provided  shall  be  carefully  preserved  by  the 
board  of  registry  for  use  by  them  as  the  board  of  election  on 
the  day  of  election,  and  no  person  except  as  hereinafter  pro- 
vided, shall  be  allowed  to  vote  unless  his  name  shall  be  found 
on  the  register." 

The  foregoing  statutes  indicate  that  the  spirit  and  intent  of 
the  existing  legislation  is  that  they  should  all  be  included  in 
the  provisions  of 
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Sec.  5.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  every  person  entitled  to  the  Qualification  of 

'  J    x  ,  electors. 

right  of  suffrage  under  the  constitution,  who  shall  have  resided 
in  the  county  wherein  a  township  is  situate  during  five  months 
next  preceding  the  time  of  holding  a  town  meeting  or  town- 
ship election  therein  and  who  actually  resides  in  and  claims  a 
vote  in  such  township  or  the  election  district  within  such  town 
ship  in  which  he  shall  have  been  duly  registered,  shall  be  en- 
titled to  vote  at  such  town  meeting  or  township  election,  and 
no  other  person. 

MODE    OF    VOTING. 

"  An  act  to  authorize  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  town- 
ships of  this  State  to  vote  by  ballot  in  their  town  meetings. 

Approved  March  22,  1860. 
P.  L.,  1860,  p.  670. 
Rev.,  p.  1200,  S.  41. 

That  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  townships  of  this  State 
authorized  by  law  to  vote  at  town  meetings,  are  hereby  author- 
ized and  required,  when  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  assem- 
bled at  any  annual  town  meeting  decide  that  the  next  or  sub- 
sequent annual  town  meetings  thereafter  shall  be  held  by  bal- 
lot, to  so  hold  their  elections,  and  not  otherwise,  which  election 
by  ballot  shall  be  so  held,  until  it  shall  be  determined  in  the 
same  manner  that  their  next  or  subsequent  annual  town  meet- 
ings thereafter  shall  not  be  held  by  ballot,  etc." 

"  An  act  concerning  townships  and  township  officers. 
Approved  April  21,  1876. 
P.  L.,  1876,  p.  297. 
Rev.,  p.  1202,  S.  50. 

That  after  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-seven,  all  town  meetings  in  the  several 
towns  and  townships  of  this  State,  for  the  election  of  township 
officers,  the  vote  shall  be  by  ballot,  and  the  same  shall  be  held 
and  conducted  in  the  same  manner  that  the  general  elections 
are  held  and  conducted  ;  provided,  however,  that  this  section 
shall  not  apply  to  towns  or  townships  in  any  county  in  this 
State,  where  chosen  freeholders  are  elected  by  assembly  dis- 
tricts." 
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"  A  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  '  A  further  supplement 
to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  regulate  elections,'  approved 
April  eighteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
six,'  which  supplemental  act  was  approved  May  twenty-eighth, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety. 

Approved  March  23,  1891. 
P.  L.,  1891,  p,  225,  S.  19. 

And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  boards  of  registry  and  election 
and  said  registry  or  poll  clerks  appointed  as  hereinbefore  pro- 
vided for,  shall,  in  their  respective  election  districts,  hold  and 
conduct  the  next  and  all  succeeding  annual  elections  to  be  held 
on  the  first  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  in  November  in  any 
year,  and  also  the  annual  '  town  meetings '  or  township  elec- 
tions hereafter  to  be  held  throughout  this  State  under  and  in 
pursuance  of  the  act  entitled  'An  act  incorporating  the  inhabi- 
tants of  townships,  designating  their  powers  and  regulating 
their  meetings,"  approved  April  fourteenth,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-six  and  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  concerning 
townships  and  township  officers,'  approved  April  twenty -first, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  and  the  several 
supplements  to  said  two  acts,  or  either  of  them,  and  the  fore- 
going provisions  of  this  act  shall  apply  to  said  town  meetings 
or  township  elections  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  applicable." 

Prior  to  enactments  authorizing  the  inhabitants  of  certain 
townships  to  vote  by  ballot,  various  methods  were  resorted  to  in 
order  to  secure  the  sense  or  will  of  the  majority.  The  voting 
was  viva  voce — by  a  "division  of  the  house,"  "uplifted  hands," 
"passing  through  the  gate,"  and  numerous  other  schemes 
through  which  it  might  be  in  a  measure  determined  which 
particular  candidate  or  what  particular  measure  or  resolution 
received  the  largest  number  of  votes. 

The  first  general  enactment  upon  the  subject  is  that  ap- 
proved March  22,  1860,  P.  L  ,  1860,  p.  670,  Rev.,' p.  1200,  S. 
41.  The  next  approved  April  21,  1876,  P.  L.,  1876,  p  297, 
Rev.,  p.  1202,  S.  50.  The  latter  is  somewhat  ambiguous, 
when  we  consider  the  proviso,  but  it  is  reasonable  to  conclude 
that  the  proviso  relates  not  to  the  mode  of  voting  but  to  the 
time  of  holding  the  elections.     The  plain  spirit  of  the  law  is 


that  the  vote  at  all  "town  meetings  or  township  elections  shall  be 
by  ballot,  and  the  same  shall  be  held  and  conducted  in  the  same 
maimer  that  the  general  elections  are  held  ami  conducted." 

This  leads  us  to  the  conclusion  that  a  proper  provision  under 
this  head,  taking  into  consideration  the  act  approved  March  23, 
1891,  P.  L.,  1891,  p.  225,  8.  19,  will  be  : 

Sec.  0.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  annual  or  special  town 

,  Mode  of  voting. 

meetings  or  township  elections  shall  be  held  by  ballot ;  that 
the  elections  shall  be  conducted  in  the  manner  now  or  here- 
after prescribed  by  law  regulating  the  State  elections  ;  a  plur- 
ality of  the  votes  cast  shall  be  sufficient  to  elect  any  officer,  and 
for  the  adoption  of  any  resolution,  but  a  majority  of  all  the 
votes  cast  shall  be  necessary  to  determine  any  amount  of  money 
required  to  be  raised  or  specified. 

TIME    OK    HOUE    OF    OPENING    AND    CLOSING    POLLS. 

"  An  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  townships,  desig- 
nating their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings. 

Approved  April  14,  1S16. 
P.  L.,  1846,  p.  15. 
Rev.,  p.  1193,  S.  6. 

That  between  the  hours  of  eleven  and  twelve  of  the  day 
of  holding  the  town  meetings  in  the  several  townships  of  this 
State,  the  electors  of  every  township  so  assembled,  shall  choose 
by  plurality  of  votes,  some  fit  person  to  preside  at  and  super- 
intend such  meeting,  etc." 

(No  reference  is  made  to  the  time  of  closing  "  Town  meet- 
ing "  until  the  enactment  of  the  following)  : 

"An  act  to  authorize  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  townships 
of  this  State  to  vote  by  ballot  at  their  town  meetings. 

Approved  March  22,  1860. 
P.  L.,  1860,  p.  670,  S.  1. 
Rev.,  p.  1201,  S.  11. 

That  the  election  shall  open  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning 
and  close  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon     *     *     *     except 
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when  justices  of  the  peace  are  elected,  when  the  poll  shall  open 
and  close  at  the  same  hour  as  at  State  elections." 

"  An  act  to  regulate  elections. 

Approved  April  18,  1876. 
P.  L.,  1876,  p.  163. 
Rev.,  p.  337,  S.  3. 

That  all  such  elections  shall  be  opened  at  the  hour  of  seven 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  close  at  the  hour  of  seven  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  and  shall  continue  one  day  only." 

"  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  regulate  elec- 
tions,' approved  April  eighteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-six. 

Approved  March  23,  188S. 
P.  L.,  1888,  p.  223,  S.  1. 

That  in  all  elections,  general,  local  or  charter,  to  be  held  in 
this  State,  the  poils  shall  open  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning 
and  close  at  sunset,  and  the  polls  shall  not  be  closed  between 
these  hours." 

•'  A  Supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  regulate  elec- 
tions," approved  April  eighteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 

and  seventy-six. 

Approved  January  28,  18S9. 
P.  L.,  1889,  p.  11^  S.  1. 

That  in  all  elections,  general,  local  or  charter,  to  be  held 
in  this  State,  the  polls  shall  open  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning 
and  close  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  shall  be  kept 
open  during  the  whole  day  of  election,  between  the  hours 
aforesaid  ;  provided,  the  board  of  election  may  adjourn  the 
proceedings  in  such  election  from  one  o'clock  until  two  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  or  for  such  shorter  time,  between  those  hours 
as  they  shall  see  fit." 

The  present  recognized  legislation  relative  to  the  time  of 
opening  and  closing  the  polls  at  all  elections,  general,  local  or 
otherwise  is 
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Sec.  7.   And   be  it    enacted,  That   in   all   town  meetings  or 

township  elections,  both  annual  and  special,  the  polls  shall  open 
at  .-ix  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  close  at  seven  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  and  shall  be  kept  open  during  the  whole  day  of  elec- 
tion, between  the  hours  aforesaid  ;  provided,  the  board  of  elec- 
tion may  adjourn  the  proceedings  of  such  election  from  one 
o'clock  until  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  or  for  such  shorter 
time,  between   those  hours,  as  they  shall  deem  fit. 

How  Board,  of  Election  to  be  Constituted. 

"  An  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  townships,  desig- 
nating their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
P.  L.,  1S46,  p.  15. 
Kev.,  p.  1193,  S.  6. 

That  between  the  hours  of  eleven  and  twelve  of  the  day  of 
holding  the  town  meetings  in  the  several  townships  of  this 
State,  the  electors  of  every  township  so  assembled,  shall  choose, 
by  plurality  of  votes,  some  tit  person  to  preside  at  and  super- 
intend such  meeting.''     *     *     * 

Section  twelve  (12)  provides  for  the  election  of  "  one  repu- 
table freeholder  as  a  judge  of  elections." 

''  An  act  to  authorize  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  town- 
ships of  this  State  to  vote  by  ballot  at  their  towu  meetings," 
approved  March  22,  1860  (P.  L.,  1S60,  p.  670,  Kev.,  p.  1200, 
S.  41),  provides  for  the  election  of  ''a  judge  of  elections. 

Sections  two   (2)  and  three  (3)  of  the  act  last  referred  to 
(Kev.,  p.  1201,  S.  42  and  43),  direct  "that  the  judges  of  elec 
tion  elected  at  the  last,  or  any  future  town  meeting,  shall  pre 
side   at  and  conduct  the  election  at  the  next  ensuing  annual 
town  meeting,  and  the  clerk  of  the  said  township  shall  be  the 
clerk  thereof." 

"  That  the  judge  of  election  elected  at  the  last,  or  any  future 
town  meeting,  shall  preside  at  and  conduct  the  election  at  the 
next  ensuing  annual  town  meeting,  and  the  clerk  of  the  said 
township  shall  be  the  clerk  thereof." 
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Sections  fourteen  (14),  fifteen  (15),  sixteen  (16),  seventeen 
(17),  eighteen  (18),  nineteen  (19),  twenty  (20),  twenty-one  (21), 
twenty-two  (22)  and  twenty-three  (23)  of  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  elections,"  approved  April  18,  1876  (Rev.,  p. 
338,  etc.),  provide  in  substance  for  the  election  of  judges  and 
inspectors  of  election  who  "shall  constitute  the  election  board 
of  each  *  *  township."  Section  eighteen  (18)  before  re- 
ferred to,  has  a  special  reference  to  the  election  of  judges  and 
inspectors  and  clerks  of  election  when  a  township  has  been 
divided  into  election  districts.  Sections  twenty-one  (21)  and 
twenty-two  (22)  of  the  same  act  provide  the  mode  of  supplying 
the  vacancies  in  the  board  of  election,  and  section  twenty-three 
(23)  provides  "that  any  person  who  maybe  appointed  to  fill 
the  place  of  the  judge  of  one  of  the  inspectors  of  election,  in 
consequence  of  the  absence,  disqualification,  neglect  or  refusal 
to  serve  of  such  judge  or  inspector,  and  any  person  who  may, 
in  like  manner,  be  appointed  clerk  of  the  board,  in  place  of  the 
clerk  of  the  township,  or  district,  under  the  twenty  first  or 
twenty-second  sections  of  this  act,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  ,  in 
all  respects,  a  member  or  clerk  of  such  board,  with  respect  to 
all  matters  appertaining  to  that  election  ;  but  his  powers  under 
such  appointment  shall  not  extend  to  any  subsequent  election." 

The  act  entitled  "A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled 
'An  act  to  regulate  elections.*  approved  April  eighteenth,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  Beventy-six,"  (P.  L.,  1890,  p.  361) 
creates  a  "  board  of  registry  and  election,"  as  a  substitute  for 
the  judges  and  inspectors  and  clerks  of  election,  to  be  created 
in  the  following  manner  : 

That  there  shall  be  in  each  of  the  counties  of  this  State  a 
county  board  of  registration,  to  consist  of  four  persons,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  governor  yearly  and  every  year,  and  who, 
shall  be  legal  voters  within  the  counties  for  which  they  are 
respectively  appointed ;  no  more  than  two  members  of  any 
such  board  shall  belong  to  the  same  political  party;  said  board 
shall  be  appointed  not  sooner  than  thirty  nor  more  than  sixty 
days  after  the  approval  of  this  act ;  before  the  expiration  of 
said  thirty  days  the  chairman  of  the  State  committees  of  the 
two  political  parties,  or  either  of  them,  which  at  the  last  pre- 
ceding election  for  members  of  the  general  assembly  cast  the 
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largest  and  next  largest  number  of  votes  in  the  State,  may,  in 
Writing,  nominate  two  members  of  his  own  party  in  each  county, 
Qualified  as  aforesaid,  for  members  of  the  county  board  of 
registration  in  and  for  such  county,  and  if  such  nominations  be 
made  before  the  expiration  of  said  thirty  days,  the  governor 
shall  appoint  such  nominees ;  the  members  of  said  county 
boards  of  registration  shall  continue  in  office  for  one  year  from 
the  date  of  their  appointment,  and  within  thirty  days  next  suc- 
ceeding the  expiration  of  their  terms,  the  chairman  of  either 
of  said  State  committees  may,  in  manner  aforesaid,  nominate 
members  of  his  own  political  party  to  be  members  of  said  county 
boards  of  registration,  and  such  nominees  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  governor ;  in  case  of  death  or  disability  of  any  member 
of  any  of  said  boards,  the  governor  shall  be  forthwith  notified 
thereof,  by  the  county  clerk  of  the  county  for  which  such 
m  mber  was  appointed,  and  if  such  member  was  nominated  by 
either  of  said  chairmen,  the  governor  shall  cause  notice  of  such 
death  or  disability  to  be  given  the  chairman  of  the  State  com- 
mittee of  the  political  party  from  which  such  member  was  ap- 
pointed, and  such  chairman  shall,  within  six  days  thereafter, 
nominate  a  successor,  who  shall  thereupon  be  appointed  by  the 
governor ;  all  appointments  to  fill  any  vacancies  occuryiug  in 
said  boards  shall  be  for  the  unexpired  term  only ;  if,  in  any 
case,  either  of  said  chairmen  shall  fail  to  make  nominations  to 
the  governor  within  the  time  aforesaid,  the  governor  shall 
make  such  appointments  of  his  own  selection  from  such  politi- 
cal party  ;  members  of  the  county  boards  of  registration  shall 
serve  without  compensation. 

That  said  county  boards  of  registration  shall  cause  to  be 
made  a  complete  registration  of  all  the  legal  voters  in  their 
respective  counties,  and  for  that  purpose  they  shall,  within  two 
weeks  after  their  appointment,  meet  at  the  court  houses  in 
their  several  counties  and  organize  by  electing  one  of  their 
number  to  be  chairman  and  one  to.be  secretary,  but  the  chair- 
man and  secretary  shall  not  both  belong  to  the  same  political 
party ;  in  case  of  failure  to  elect  such  chairman  for  three  bal- 
lots or  viva  voce  votes,  then  the  oldest  members  (in  years)  of 
such  board  shall  be  the  chairman  thereof,  and  on  failure  to 
elect  such  secretary  for  three  ballots  or  viva  voce  votes,  the 
next  oldest  (in  years)  to  the  chairman  of  such  board,  and  not 
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of  the  same  political  party,  shall  be  the  secretary  ;  within  forty, 
but  not  sooner  than  thirty  days  after  the  organization  of  any 
of  said  county  boards  of  registration  as  aforesaid,  such  board 
shall  (except  as  hereinafter  provided)  appoint,  within  each  and 
every  election  district  or  voting  precinct  of  its  respective 
county,  four  persons,  legal  voters,  and  residents  within  the 
election  district  for  which  they  are  appointed,  to  be  the  '  board 
of  registry  and  election,'  as  hereinafter  provided,  in  and  for 
such  election  district  or  voting  district ;  not  more  than  two  of 
such  appointees  shall  belong  to  the  same  political  party,  nor 
shall  either  or  any  of  such  appointees  hold  any  public  office, 
except  as  herein  provided  ;  prior  to  the  expiration  of  said 
thirty  days  in  this  section  mentioned,  the  chairman  of  the 
county  committee  of  either  or  both  of  the  two  political  parties 
in  any  county  that  at  the  last  preceding  election  for  members 
of  the  general  assembly,  cast  the  largest  and  next  largest  num- 
ber of  votes  in  said  county,  may,  in  writing,  nominate  to  said 
county  board  of  registration  two  members  of  his  own  political 
party  for  each  election  district  or  voting  precinct  in  his  county, 
and  such  nominees  shall  be  by  said  county  board  of  registra- 
tion appointed  members  of  the  board  of  registry  and  election 
in  and  for  the  election  districts  or  voting  precincts  for  which 
they  are  respectively  nominated ;  the  members  of  such  boards 
of  registry  and  election  first  appointed  under  this  section  shall 
hold  their  offices  until  the  first  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-one  ;  within  thirty  days  next  succeeding 
June  first,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-one,  and 
yearly  thereafter,  the  successors  of  said  boards  of  registry  and 
election  shall  be  appointed,  so  that  after  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ninety-one  the  terms  of  the  members  of 
such  boards  of  registry  and  election  shall  commence  in  June  of 
one  year,  and  end  in  June  of  the  year  next  succeeding ;  within 
thirty  days  next  preceding  June  first,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  ninety  one,  and  of  every  year  thereafter,  the  chairman 
of  the  county  committees  of  the  said  political  parties  of  any 
county  may,  in  manner  aforesaid,  nominate  persons  to  the 
county  board  of  registration  to  be  members  of  the  boards  of 
registry  and  election,  and  such  persons  so  nominated  shall  be 
appointed  ;  should  any  vacancy  occur  in  any  of  said  boards  of 
registry  and  election,  such  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  appoint- 
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ment,  made  pursuant  to  this  act,  by  the  board  of  registration 
of  the  county  wherein  the  vacancy  occurs,  but  such  appoint- 
ments shall  be  for  the  unexpired  term  only;  each  board  of 
registration  and  election  shall  appoint  two  registry  or  poll 
clerks  not  of  the  same  political  party,  ******* 
the  term  of  office  of  such  registry  or  poll  clerks  shall  expire 
with  those  of  the  members  of  the  board  appointing  them  ;  if 
either  of  said  registry  or  poll  clerks  shall  die,  resign  or  become 
incapable  of  acting,  the  board  of  registry  and  election  shall  fill 
such  vacancies,  but  for  the  unexpired,  term  only." 

The  act  entitled  "  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  A  fur- 
ther supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  regulate  elec- 
tions, approved  April  eighteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-six,'  which  supplemental  act  was  approved  May 
twenty-eighth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety,'  "  P. 
L.,  1S91,  p.  225,  so  amends  section  two  (2)  of  the  aforesaid  act 
of  1S90,  relative  to  the  formation  of  the  boards  of  election  that 
said  boards  are  to  be  created  and  are  constituted  as  in  the  sec 
tion  last  referred  to  is  set  forth . 

"  That  said  county  boards  of  registration  shall  cause  to  be 
made  a  complete  registration  of  all  the  legal  voters  in  their 
respective  counties,  and  for  that  purpose  shall,  within  two 
weeks  after  their  appointment,  meet  at  the  court  houses  in 
their  several  counties  and  organize  by  electing  one  of  their 
number  to  be  chairman  and  one  to  be  secretary,  but  the  chair- 
man and  secretary  shall  not  both  belong  to  the  same  political 
party  ;  in  case  of  failure  to  elect  such  chairman  for  three  bal- 
lots or  viva  voce  votes,  then  the  oldest  member  (in  years)  of 
such  board  shall  be  the  chairman  thereof ;  and  on  failure  to 
elect  such  secretary  for  three  ballots  or  viva  voce  votes  the 
member  of  the  board  next  oldest  (in  years)  to  be  the  chairman  of 
such  board,  and  not  of  the  same  political  party,  shall  be  secre- 
tary ;  within  forty,  but  not  sooner  than  thirty  days  after  the 
organization  of  any  of  said  county  boards  of  registration  as 
aforesaid,  such  board  shall  (except  as  hereinafter  provided) 
appoint,  within  each  and  every  election  district  or  voting  pre- 
cinct of  its  respective  county,  four  persons,  legal  voters  and 
residents  within  the  election  district  for  which  they  are  ap- 
pointed, to  be  the  k  board  of  registry  and  election,  "  as  herein- 
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after  provided  in  and  for  such  election  district  or  voting  pre- 
cinct ;  not  more  than  two  of  such  appointees  shall  belong  to 
the  same  political  party  ;  prior  to  the  expiration  of  said  thirty- 
days  in  this  section  mentioned,  the  chairman  of  the  county 
committee  of  either  or  both  of  the  two  political  parties  in  any 
county  that  at  the  last  preceding  election  for  members  of  the 
general  assembly  cast  the  largest  and  next  largest  number  of 
votes  in  said  county,  may,  in  writing,  nominate  to  said  county 
board  of  registration  two  members  of  his  own  political  party 
for  each  election  district  or  voting  precinct  in  his  county,  and 
such  nominees  shall  be  by  said  county  board  of  registration 
appointed  members  of  the  board  of  registry  and  election  in  and 
for  the  election  districts  or  voting  precincts  for  which  they  are 
respectively  nominated  ;  the  members  of  such  boards  of  registry 
and  election  first  appointed  under  this  section  shall  hold  their 
offices  until  the  first  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ninety-one  ;  within  thirty  days  next  succeeding  June  first, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-one,  and  yearly  there- 
after, the  successors  of  said  boards  of  registry  and  election  shall 
be  appointed,  so  that  after  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  ninety-one  the  term  of  the  members  of  such  boards 
of  registry  and  election  shall  commence  in  June  of  one  year, 
and  end  in  June  of  the  next  year  succeeding ;  within  thirty 
days  next  preceding  June  first,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ninety-one,  and  of  every  year  thereafter,  the  chairman  of 
the  county  committees  of  the  said  political  parties  of  any  county 
may,  in  manner  aforesaid,  nominate  persons  to  the  county  board 
of  registration  to  be  members  of  the  boards  of  registry  and 
election,  and  such  person  so  nominated  shall  be  appointed. 
Should  vacancy  occur  in  any  of  said  boards  of  registry  and 
election,  such  vacancy  shall  (subject  to  the  provisions  of  this 
section  hereinafter  contained)  be  filled  by  appointment,  make, 
pursuant  to  this  act  by  the  board  of  registration  of  the  county 
wherein  the  vacancy  occurs,  but  such  appointment  shall  be  for 
the  unexpired  term  only.  Each  board  of  registry  and  election 
shall  appoint  two  registry  or  poll  clerks,  not  of  the  same  politi- 
cal party,  whose  duty  shall  be  as  hereinafter  prescribed  ;  the 
terms  of  office  of  such  registry  or  poll  clerks  shall  expire  with 
those  of  the  members  of  the  board  appointing  them  ;  if  either 
of  said  registry  or  poll  clerks  shall  die,  resign  or  become  inca- 
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pable  of  acting,  the  board  of  registry  and  election  shall  till 
such  vacancies,  but  for  the  unexpired  term  only;  if  at  the  hour 
for  opening  the  polls  on  the  morning  of  the  day  of  any  elec- 
tion to  l>e  held  under  this  act,  any  one  or  more  of  the  four 
members  of  any  board  of  registry  and  election  of  any  election 
district  shall  be  absent  from  the  place  where  such  election  is 
appointed  to  be  held,  or  shall  be  disqualified,  or  being  present, 
shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  serve  as  member  of  such  board  of 
registry  and  election,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  legal  voters 
then  and  there  present,  who  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  such 
election  in  such  election  district  by  a  majority  of  voices,  or  on 
a  division  by  a  majority  of  polls,  forthwith  to  choose  one  or 
more  of  the  persons  then  and  there  present,  who  shall  be  en- 
titled to  vote  at  such  election  in  such  election  district  to  fill 
the  place  or  places  m  such  board  of  the  person  or  persons  so 
absent,  disqualified,  neglecting  or  refusing  to  act,  preserving, 
however,  the  non-partisan  character  of  said  board  of  registry 
and  election  ;  and  every  person  so  chosen  shall  be  deemed  and 
taken  to  be,  in  all  respects  for  that  election,  a  member  of  such 
board  of  registry  and  election ;  a  note  of  the  election  of  such 
person  or  persons  shall  be  entered  on  the  poll  lists,  and  any 
member  of  the  board  of  registry  and  election  may  administer 
to  the  person  or  persons  so  elected  the  oath  required  by  sec- 
tion three  (3)  of  this  act." 

Section  nineteen  (19]  of  the  act  approved  May  twenty- 
eighth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety,  is  so  amended, 
by  the  act  supplemental  thereto,  approved  March  twenty-first, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-one,  that  the  "  board 
of  registry  and  election"  shall  conduct  town  meetings  or 
township  elections,  which  amended  section  reads  as  follows : 

"  That  the  boards  of  registry  and  election  and  said  registry 
or  poll  clerks  appointed  as  hereinbefore  provided  for,  shall,  in 
their  respective  election  districts,  hold  and  conduct  the  next 
and  all  succeeding  annual  elections  to  be  held  on  the  first  Tues- 
day after  the  first  Monday  in  November  in  any  year  and  also 
the  annual  town  meetings  or  township  elections  hereafter  to  be 
held  throughout  this  State  under  and  in  pursuance  of  the  act 
entitled  '  An  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  townships, 
designating  their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings,'  ap- 
proved  April  fourteenth,    one   thousand  eight  hundred   and 
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forty-six,  and  the  act  entitled  'An  act  concerning  townships 
and  township  officers,'  approved  April  twenty-first,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  and  the  several  supple- 
ments to  said  two  acts  or  either  of  them,  and  the  foregoing 
provisions  of  this  act  shall  apply  to  said  town  meetings  or 
township  elections,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  applicable ;  there 
shall  be  no  new  registration  for  said  town  meetings  or  town- 
ship elections,  but  the  said  boards  of  registry  and  election  shall 
procure  and  use  at  such  town  meetings  or  township  elections 
the  certified  copy  of  the  register  of  voters  filed  with  the  town- 
ship or  other  clerk  pursuant  to  section  seven  (7)  of  this  act ; 
said  board  of  registry  and  election  and  said  poll  clerks  shall  meet 
to  revise  and  correct  said  register  in  the  manner  hereinbefore 
provided  on  the  Tuesday  next  preceding  the  town  meeting  or 
township  election  ;  and  each  of  said  registry  or  poll  clerks  of  each 
election  district  shall  cause  at  least  three  notices  of  the  time  and 
place  of  such  meeting  to  revise  and  correct  said  register  to  be 
conspicuously  posted  in  public  places  within  their  respective 
election  districts  at  least  one  week  before  such  meeting ;  no 
copy  or  copies  of  such  revised  and  corrected  registry  need  be 
posted  nor  any  copy  thereof  transmitted  to  or  filed  with  any 
county  township  or  other  clerk." 

By  the  foregoing  it  appears  that  the  present  provisions  of 
the  several  acts  herein  last  referred  to  relative  to  the  question, 
"how  board  of  election  to  be  constituted  "  can  be  substantially 
included  in  the  following : 

Sec.  8.  The  township  elections  in  the  several  townships  of 
this  State  shall  be  conducted  by  a  board  of  registry  and  elec- 
How  Boards  of  ^on  consisting  of  four  members  in  each  election  district  in  the 
Constituted?  be  several  townships  of  this  State,  whose  term  of  office  shall  com- 
mence in  June  in  each  year  and  end  in  June  of  the  year  next 
succeeding,  the  said  boards  of  registry  and  election  shall  be 
appointed  each  year  by  the  several  county  boards  of  registra- 
tion in  each  county  in  this  State  within  forty  days,  but  not 
sooner  than  thirty  days  after  the  organization  of  the  several 
county  boards  of  registration  ;  each  board  of  registry  and  elec- 
tion shall  appoint  two  registry  or  poll  clerks  who  shall  together 
with  said  board  of  registry  and  election  conduct  the  several 
township  elections,  and  whose  terms  of  office  shall  expire  with 
those  of  the  members  of  the  board  appointing  them. 
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What  Officers  to  be  Elected   and   their  Tenure  of  Office. 

"  An  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  townships,  desig- 
nating their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
Rev.,  p  1195,  S.  12. 

That  the  persons  qualified  to  vote  at  town  meetings  shall 
have  full  power  and  authority  at  their  respective  annual  meet- 
ings to  elect  for  such  township,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  one 
clerk,  one  or  more  assessor  or  assessors,  provided  no  such 
township  shall  be  thereby  entitled  to  more  than  one  vote  in 
the  board  of  assessors  of  the  county — one  or  more  collector  or 
collectors,  three  or  more  judicious  freeholders  of  good  character 
to  hear  and  finally  determine  all  appeals  relative  to  unjust 
assessments  in  cases  of  taxation,  two  freeholders,  commonly 
called  chosen  freeholders,  two  surveyors  of  the  highway,  one 
or  more  overseer  or  overseers  of  the  poor,  one  or  more  con- 
stable or  constables,  and  so  many  overseers  of  the  highways 
and  poundkeepers  as  they  shall  deem  necessary  or  convenient, 
and  one  reputable  freeholder  as  a  judge  of  election,  which  said 
several  officers  shall  hold  their  respective  offices  for  one  year 
and  until  others  shall  be  chosen  and  legally  qualified  in  their 
stead  ;  and  that  in  addition  to  the  before  mentioned  officers  the 
electors  of  every  corporation  at  their  respective  annual  meet- 
ings as  aforesaid  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  elect 
five  judicious  freeholders  resident  within  the  township  who 
shall  be  denominated  the  township  committee,  a  majority  of 
whom  shall  be  a  quorum,  and  shall  continue  in  office  one  year 
and  until  others  are  chosen  in  their  stead."     *     *     * 

"  An  act  to  authorize  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  townships 
of  this  State  to  vote  by  ballot  at  their  town  meetings. 

Approved  March  22,  1860. 
P.  L.;  1860,  p.  G70. 
Rev.,  p.  1200,  S.  41. 

That  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  townships  of  this  State 
authorized  by  law  to  vote  at  town  meetings  are  hereby  author- 
ized and  required,  when  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  assembled 
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at  any  annual  town  meeting  shall  decide  that  the  next  or  sub- 
sequent, &c,  *  *  *  and  when  held  by  ballot  it  shall  be 
lawful  to  elect  at  their  annual  town  meetings  the  following 
officers  until  otherwise  required  by  law,  whose  qualifications 
shall  be  the  same  as  are  now  fixed  by  law  that  is  :  a  township 
clerk,  a  judge  of  election,  an  assessor,  a  collector,  one  or  more 
chosen  freeholders,  two  surveyors  of  the  highway,  three  com- 
missioners of  appeal,  one  or  more  overseers  of  the  poor,  as 
many  overseers  of  the  highway  as  there  are  road  districts,  one 
or  more  pound  keepers,  a  township  committee  consisting  of 
three  or  more  persons,  a  town  superintendent  of  public  schools, 
as  many  justices  of  the  peace  as  the  township  may  be  consti- 
tutionally entitled  to  elect,  one  or  more  constables."     *     *     * 

The  two  acts  last  recited  enumerate  the  township  officers  to 
be  elected,  but  the  number  to  be  elected  to  certain  offices  and 
their  tenure  of  office  has  been  radically  changed  not  only  gen- 
erally, but  in  special  classes  of  townships,  as  appears  by  the 
following  legislation  appertaining  to  this  subject. 

"An  act  concerning  townships  and  township  offices. 

Approved  April  21,  1876. 
Rev.,  p.  1202,  S.  51. 
P.  L.,  1877,  p.  60. 

That  all  such  town  meetings  held  after  said  first  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  the 
several  town  and  township  committees  to  be  voted  for  and 
elected  in  the  said  towns  and  townships  shall  consist  of  three 
persons  in  towns  and  townships  containing  less  than  two  hun- 
dred legal  voters,  and  in  towns  and  townships  having  three 
hundred  or  more  legal  voters  shall  consist  of  five  persons ; 
*  #  *  provided,  however,  that  the  provisions  of  this  act 
shall  not  apply  to  any  township  which  is  divided  into  wards  or 
districts,  and  in  which  some  or  all  of  the  members  of  the 
township  committee  are  elected  for,  in  and  by  such  wards." 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  concerning  townships  and 
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township  officers,  approved  April  twenty-first,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  seventy-six. 

Approved  April  5,  1878. 
S.  Rev.,  p.  1033,  S.  20. 
P.  L.,  18TS,  p.  374. 

That  section  one  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  further  sup- 
plement, which  section,  as  the  same  was  amended  by  a  supple- 
ment to  said  act  approved  March  eighth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-seven,  reads  as  follows  {vide  Rev.,  p.  1202,  Sec.  51), 
shall  be  amended  so  that  the  same  shall  read  as  follows : 

That  at  all  such  town  meetings  held  after  the  passage  of  this 
act  the  several  town  and  township  committees  to  be  voted  for 
and  elected  in  the  said  towns  and  townships  shall  consist  of 
three  persons ;  *  *  *  provided,  however,  that  the  provis- 
ions of  this  act  shall  not  apply  to  townships  in  counties  of  this 
State  having  one  hundred  thousand  inhabitants  or  more  by  the 
last  State  census." 

"A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concerning 
townships  and  township  officers,'  approved  April  twenty-first, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

Approved  March  23,  1883. 
S.  Rev.,  p.  1035,  Sec.  33. 
P.  L.,  1883,  p.  200. 

That  in  the  several  townships  of  this  State  in  which  the 
township  committees  consist  of  three  persons,  the  members 
thereof  shall  hereafter  be  elected  for  the  term  of  three  years ; 
provided,  however,  that  at  the  first  annual  town  meeting  held 
in  such  township  after  the  passage  of  this  act  the  ticket  voted 
shall  designate  the  name  of  one  member  of  the  town  commit- 
tee for  one  year,  the  name  of  another  for  two  years,  and  the 
name  of  a  third  for  three  years,  and  at  each  succeeding  election 
one  member  of  the  township  committee  shall  be  elected  for 
the  term  of  three  years. 

That  all  vacancies  in  the  office  of  members  of  the  township 
committee  in  such  townships  shall  be  filled  for  the  unexpired 
term  only." 
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"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concerning 
township  officers,'  approved  April  twenty-first,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

Approved  March  13,  1888. 
P.  L.,  1888,  p.  176. 

That  the  legal  voters  of  any  township  in  this  State  in  which 
the  township  committee  consists  of  five  members,  may,  at  any 
town  meeting,  by  a  majority  of  votes  cast,  pass  a  resolution 
directing  that  the  members  of  the  township  committee  shall 
thereafter  be  elected  for  the  term  of  three  years. 

That  upon  the  passage  of  such  resolution  in  any  such  town- 
ship the  members  elected  therein  for  township  committee  shall, 
at  their  first  meeting,  determine  by  lot  which  two  of  said 
members  shall  hold  office  for  the  term  of  two  years ;  and  which 
other  one  shall  hold  office  for  the  term  of  three  years ;  and  the 
respective  members  shall  thereupon  hold  office  for  the  respective 
terms  so  determined,  and  at  each,  succeeding  town  meeting 
thereafter  in  such  township  the  number  of  new  members  of 
the  township  committee  to  be  voted  for  and  elected  shall  be 
such  as  to  fill  the  places  or  place  of  the  members  or  member 
whose  term  of  office  shall  expire,  and  such  new  members  or 
member  shall  be  elected  for  the  term  of  three  years,  except  in 
the  event  of  a  vacancy  of  the  office  of  a  member  during  an 
unexpired  term,  in  which  event  the  vacancy  shall  be  filled  for 
the  unexpired  term  only. 

That  all  parts  of  acts  which  are  inconsistent  with  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  be  and  they  are  hereby  repealed." 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concerning 
townships  and  township  officers,'  approved  April  twenty- first, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

Approved  March  26,  1889. 
P.  L.,  1889,  p.  97. 

That  section  one  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  further  supple- 
ment, which  section,  as  the  same  was  amended  by  a  supplement 
to  said  act  approved  April  fifth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-eight,  reads  as  follows : 
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Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly  of  the 
•State  of  New  Jersey,  That  all  such  town  meetings  held  after 
the  passage  of  this  act  the  several  town  and  township  commit- 
tees to  be  voted  for  and  elected  in  the  said  towns  and  townships 
shall  consist  of  three  persons,  and  the  said  committees  when 
duly  elected,  appointed  and  qualified,  shall  have  power  and 
authority  to  appoint  one  of  their  number  to  be  the  chairman 
of  said  committee,  and  one  to  be  treasurer  thereof ;  the  chair- 
man of  the  said  committee  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  thereof, 
and  the  clerk  of  the  township  shall  act  as  clerk  of  said  com- 
mittee and  keep  a  record  of  the  proceedings,  and  shall  record 
the  same  in  the  town  book;  the  treasurer  of  the  said  commit- 
tee shall  be  the  custodian  of  the  moneys  of  such  town  or 
township,  and  all  moneys  which  the  said  committee  are  by  law 
authorized  to  receive  and  disburse  shall  be  paid  to'him,  and 
shall  be  held  by  him,  subject  to  the  order  of  said  committee, 
and  paid  out  by  him  on  their  order ;  and  he  shall,  when  re- 
quired, and  at  the  end  of  his  term  of  office,  account  to  the 
said  committee  for  the  moneys  received  by  him  as  such  treasurer 
and  pay  over  the  balance  in  his  hands,  unexpended,  to  such 
person  as  may  be  appointed  to  succeed  him,  on  demand ;  and 
such  treasurer  shall  give  bond  to  the  inhabitants  of  such  town 
or  township  in  such  sum  and  with  such  sureties  as  the  said 
committee  shall  approve,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  discharge 
of  all  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  for  the  payment  by  him,  on 
demand,  to  his  successor  in  office,  or  to  such  person  as  the  said 
committee  shall  designate  and  appoint,  of  such  moneys  remain- 
ing in  his  hands  not  paid  out  on  the  order  of  said  committee, 
and  upon  the  further  condition  that  such  treasurer  render  at 
all  times,  when  called  upon  by  the  said  committee  and  at  the 
end  of  his  term  of  office,  a  just  and  true  account  of  all  moneys 
received  and  paid  out  by  him  as  aforesaid,  which  bond  shall  be 
filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  county  in  which  such 
town  or  township  is,  the  same  having  been  first  approved  by 
the  said  town  committee,  and  such  approval  endorsed  on  said 
bond ;  provided,  however,  that  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall 
not  apply  to  townships  in  counties  of  this  State  having  one 
hundred  thousand  inhabitants  or  more  by  the  last  State  census," 
shall  be  amended  so  that  the  same  shall  read  as  follows : 

1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly  of  the 
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State  of  l^ew  Jersey,  That  at  all  such  town  meetings  held 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  several  town  and  township 
committees  to  be  voted  for  and  elected  in  the  said  towns  and  town- 
ships shall  consist  of  three  persons ;  and  the  said  committees, 
when  duly  elected,  appointed  and  qualified,  shall  have  power 
and  authority  to  appoint  one  of  their  number  to  be  the  chairman 
of  said  committee,  and  one  to  be  treasurer  thereof;  or  they 
may  appoint  the  collector  of  the  township  to  be  treasurer 
thereof ;  the  chairman  of  the  said  committee  shall  preside  at 
all  the  meetings  thereof,  and  the  clerk  ot  the  township  shall  act 
as  clerk  of  said  committee  and  keep  a  record  of  the  proceedings, 
and  shall  record  the  same  in  the  town  book ;  the  treasurer  of 
the  said  committee  shall  be  the  custodian  of  the  moneys  of 
such  town  or  township,  and  all  moneys  which  the  said  commit- 
tee are  by  law  authorized  to  receive  and  disburse  shall  be  paid 
to  him,  and  shall  be  held  by  him  subject  to  the  order  of  said 
committee,  and  paid  out  by  him  on  their  order ;  and  he  shall, 
when  required,  and  at  the  end  of  his  term  of  office,  account  to 
the  said  committee  for  the  moneys  received  by  him  as  such 
treasurer,  and  pay  over  the  balance  in  his  hands  unexpended, 
to  such  person  as  may  be  appointed  to  succeed  him,  on  de- 
mand ;  and  such  treasurer  shall  give  bond  to  the  inhabitants 
of  such  town  or  township  in  such  sum  and  with  such  sureties 
as  the  said  committee  shall  approve,  conditioned  for  the  faith- 
ful discharge  of  all  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  for  the  pay- 
ment by  him,  on  demand,  to  his  successor  in  office,  or  to 
such  person  as  the  said  committee  shall  designate  and  ap- 
point, of  such  moneys  remaining  in  his  hands  not  paid  out  on 
the  order  of  said  committee,  and  upon  the  further  condition 
that  such  treasurer  render  at  all  times,  when  called  upon  by 
the  said  committee,  and  at  the  end  of  his  term  of  office,  a  just 
and  true  account  of  all  moneys  received  and  paid  out  by  him 
as  aforesaid,  which  bond  shall  be  filed  m  the  office  of  the 
clerk  of  the  county  in  which  such  town  or  township  is,  the 
same  having  been  approved  by  the  said  town  committee  and 
such  approval  indorsed  on  said  bond  ;  provided,  however,  that 
the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  not.  apply  to  townships  in  coun- 
ties of  this  State  having  one  hundred  thousand  inhabitants,  or 
more  by  the  last  State  census. 
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"  A  supplement  to  '  An  act  concerning  townships  and  town- 
ship officers,'  approved  April  twenty-first  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-six. 

Approved  April  8,  18S9. 
P.  L.,  1889,  p.  2-2-2. 

Whereas  the  provisions  of  law  in  reference  to  the  number 
of  township  committeemen  and  their  term  of  office,  are  con- 
flicting with  reference  to  townships  in  counties  in  this  State 
having  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  inhabitants,  and  the 
same  should  be  made  clear  ;  therefore, 

1.  Be  it  enacted,  *  *  That  in  the  several  townships  of  this 
State  which  are  in  counties  having  one  hundred  thousand  in- 
habitants or  over  by  the  iast  State  census,  the  township  com- 
mittee shall  consist  of  five  members,  who  shall  be  elected  an- 
nually, and  hold  their  office  for  one  year,  and  until  their 
successors  are  elected. 

2.  That  if  members  of  the  township  committee  under  exist- 
ing laws  have  been  elected  for  a  period  longer  than  one  year, 
they  shall  hold  their  office  until  the  end  of  their  term  ;  but 
only  so  many  township  committeemen  shall  be  elected  in  such 
a  case  as  will  make  the  whole  number  of  the  township  com- 
mittee five,  including  those  who  hold  over  unaer  existing 
terms  of  office. 

3.  That  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  herewith,  be 
and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed,  and  this  act  shall  take  effect 
immediately." 

"  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  A  supplement  to  an  act 
concerning  townships  and  township  officers,'  approved  April 
twenty -first,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  which 
supplement  was  approved  April  eighth,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-nine. 

Passed  April  1,  1890. 
P.  L.,  1890,  p.  168. 

That  section  one  of  an  act  entitled  '  A  supplement  to  an  act 
concerning  townships  and  township  officers,'  approved  April 
eighth,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  which  section  reads 
as  follows  : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly  of  the 
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State  of  New  Jersey,  That  in  the  several  townships  of  this 
State  which  are  in  counties  having  one  hundred  thousand  in- 
habitants or  over  by  the  last  State  census,  the  township  com- 
mittee shall  consist  of  five  members,  who  shall  be  elected  an- 
nually, and  hold  their  office  for  one  year  and  until  their  suc- 
cessors are  elected,'  be  and  the  same  section  hereby  is  amended 
so  as  to  read  as  follows  : 

1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  New  Jersey,  That  in  the  several  townships  of  this 
State  which  are  in  counties  having  one  hundred  thousand  in- 
habitants or  over  by  the  last  State  census  the  township  com- 
mittee shall  consist  of  five  members,  who  shall  be  elected  an- 
nually and  hold  their  office  for  one  year,  and  until  their  suc- 
cessors are  elected  ;  provided  however,  that  this  act  shall  not 
apply  to  townships  governed  by  special  charters." 

"  An  act  legalizing,  ratifying  and  confirming  township  elec- 
tions heretofore  held  in  pursuance  to  an  act  entitled,  'A  further 
supplement  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  concerning  township  offi- 
cers,' "  approved  April  twenty-first,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seventy-six,  which  supplement  was  approved  March 
thirteenth,  anno  domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight. 

Approved  April  2,  1890. 
P.  L.,  1890,  p.  170. 

That  any  election  of  township  officers  heretofore  held  or 
had  in  any  township  of  this  State  in  pursuance  of  an  act  en- 
titled, "  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  con- 
cerning township  officers,'  approved  April  twenty-first,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  which  supplement 
was  approved  March  thirteenth,  anno  domini,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  be  and  the  same  is.  hereby 
legalized,  ratified  and  confirmed,  any  law  to  the  contrary,  not- 
withstanding. 

That  the  members  of  the  township  committee  elected  at 
any  such  election  shall  hold  and  possess  their  offices  until  the 
end  of  their  respective  terms. 

That  only  so  many  township  committeemen  shall  be 
elected  in  any  such  case  under  existing  laws,   as  will  make  the 
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whole  number  of   township  committee   five,  including   those 
who  hold  over  under  existing  terms  of  office. 

That  all  acts  inconsistent  with  this  act  be  repealed,  and 
that  this  act  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  public  act,  and 
shall  take  effect  immediately." 

"  An  act  respecting  the  election  and  terms  of  office  of  clerk, 
and  collector  or  receiver  of  taxes  in  certain  towns,  boroughs 
and  townships. 

Approved  April  14,  1891. 
P.  L.,  1891,  p.  417. 

That  in  all  towns  and  boroughs,  and  in  all  townships  hav- 
ing a  population  of  ten  thousand  inhabitants  or  over  according 
to  the  last  census,  the  terms  of  the  clerk  and  collector  or  re- 
ceiver of  taxes  hereafter  elected  or  appointed  therein  shall  be 
the  period  of  two  years,  and  all  persons  who  shall  be  hereafter 
elected  or  appointed  to  said  offices,  or  any  of  them,  shall  hold 
office  for  two  years,  and  until  their  successors  in  office  shall  be 
duly  elected  or  appointed  and  shall  have  duly  qualified,  and 
any  legal  voter  of  any  such  town,  borough  or  township  shall 
be  eligible  to  the  said  officers  of  clerk  or  collector.  That 
all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  general,  special,  local,  public  or 
private,  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  be  and  the 
same  are  hereby  repealed." 

"  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled,  '  An  act  incorporating 
the  inhabitants  of  townships,  designating  their  powers  and 
regulating  their  meetings.' 

Approved  March  9, 1891. 
P.  L.,  1891,  p.  89. 

That  the  assessors  and  collectors  of  the  respective  town- 
ships of  this  State  elected  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  shall 
hold  their  office  for  the  term  of  three  years. 

That  all  acts  or  parts  of  acts,  inconsistent  with  this  act  be 
and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed,  and  that  this  act  shall  take 
effect  immediately." 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled,  '  An  act  incorpo- 
rating the  inhabitants  of  townships,  designating   their  powers, 
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and  regulating    their  meetings,    approved  April  14,   A.   D. 
1846.' 

S.  Key.  p.  1031,  S.  4  and  5. 

P.  L.,  1S79,  p.  115. 

That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act  there  shall  be 
elected  but  one  overseer  of  the  poor  in  and  for  each  township 
in  this  State  at  the*  annual  town  meeting  for  the  election  of 
township  officers. 

That  all  acts  or  parts  of  acts,  inconsistent  with  this  act,  be 
and  are  hereby  repealed,  and  that  this  act  shall  take  effect 
immediately." 

"  An  act  relative  to  the  election  of  constables,'  approved 
March  12,  18  SO. 

S.  Eev.,  page  129,  S.  2. 
P.  L.  1S80,  p.  291. 

That  all  constables  shall  be  hereafter  elected  for  the  term 
of  three  years  provided,  however,  that  at  the  first  election  held 
after  the  passage  of  this  act  when  it  shall  be  necessary  to  elect 
three  constables  ;  the  ticket  voted  shall  designate  the  name  of 
one  constable  for  one  year  ;  the  name  of  another  for  two  years; 
the  name  of  a  third  for  three  years,  and  at  each  succeeding 
election  one  constable  shall  be  elected  for  the  term  of  three 
years. 

That  all  vacancies  in  the  office  of  constable  shall  be  filled 
for  the  unexpired  term  only     *     *     *  " 

"  Supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  relative  to  the 
election  of  constables.' 

Approved  Feb.  25,  1884. 
S.  Rev.  p.  130,  S.  5. 
P.  L.,  1884,  p.  28. 

That  in  any  township  district  or  municipality  of  this  State 
where  five  constables  are  now  elected  annually,  such  constables 
shall  hereafter  be  elected  for  the  term  of  three  years,  provided, 
however,  that  at  the  first  election  held  after  the  passage  of  this 
act,  one  constable  shall  be  elected  for  the  term  of  one  year,  two 
for  the  term  of  two  years,  and  two  for  the  term  of  three  years. 
And  thereafter  all  constables  shall  be  elected  for   the   term  of 
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three  years,  except  in  ease  of  a  vacancy,  when  the  vacancy  shall 
be  filled  for  the  unexpired  term  only. 

That  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed." 

"  An  act  relative  to  the  election  of  constables  in  townships 
of  this  State. 

Approved  April  16,  1884. 
S.  Rev.  P.  130,  S.  7  &  8. 
P.  L.,  1884,  p.  191. 

That  all  townships  of  this  State  which  prior  to  the  passage 
of  an  act  entitled,  '  An  act  relative  to  the  election  of  consta- 
bles,' approved  March  12,  1880,  were  by  law  entitled  to  elect 
as  many  constables  as  the  number  of  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
which  the  several  townships  were  respectively  entitled  to  elect, 
shall  hereafter  elect  such  number. 

That  the  constables  in  the  townships  herein  embraced  shall 
be  elected  at  the  regular  annual  township  elections,  and  for 
terms  of  three  years  ;  that  in  townships  entitled  to  two  con- 
stables one  shall  be  elected  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eighty-five,  and  one  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-six  ;  that  in  townships  entitled  to  three  con- 
stables, one  shall  be  elected  each  year ;  that  in  townships  en- 
titled to  four  constables,  two  shall  be  elected  in  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighty-five,  one  in  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eighty-six,  and  one  in  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighty-seven  ;  that  in  townships  entitled  to  five  constables, 
two  shall  be  elected  in  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty- 
five,  two  in  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-six,  and  one 
in  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-seven  ;  that  in  town- 
ships entitled  to  six  constables,  two  shall  be  elected  each  year 
and  that  in  each  succeeding  year  as  many  constables  shall  be 
elected  as  there  shall  be  constables  in  said  township  whose 
terms  shall  in  that  year  expire." 

"  An  act  incorporating  the   inhabitants  of  townships,    desig- 
nating their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
Kev.  p.  1195,  S.  12. 
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That  the  persons  qualified  to   vote  at   town  meetings    shall 
have  full  power  and  authority  at  their  respective  annual  meet- 
ings, to  elect  for  such  townships,  by  a  majority  of  votes    *     * 
two  freeholders,  commonly  called  chosen  freeholders  *    *    *  " 

"  An  act  to  authorize  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  town- 
ships of  this  State  to  vote  by  ballot  at  their  town  meeting. 

Approved  March  22, 1860. 
Eev.  p.  1200,  S.  41. 

That  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  townships  of  this  State 
*  *  *  *  shall  elect  at  their  annual  town  meeting  *  *  * 
one  or  more  chosen  freeholders  *     *     *" 

"  Supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  incorporating  the 
inhabitants  of  townships,  designating  their  powers  and  regu- 
lating their  meetings.' 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
Sup.  approved  March  4,  1879. 
Rev.,  p.  1031,  S.  6,  7  and  8. 
P.  L.,  1879,  p.  83. 

That  in  every  county  in  this  State  containing  not  less  than 
twenty-five  thousand  nor  more  than  eighty  thousand  inhabi- 
tants as  ascertained  by  the  last  State  census,  the  persons  legally 
qualified  to  vote  at  town  and  municipal  elections  in  the  several 
townships  and  cities  thereof,  shall  hereafter  elect  for  each  town- 
ship in  said  counties  but  one  chosen  freeholder  *  *  *  pro- 
vides also  for  election  of  freeholders  in  cities  and  wards. 

Hereafter  the  chosen  freeholders  to  be  elected  in  the  several 
cities,  wards  and  townships  in  the  said  counties  shall  be  elected 
at  the  same  time  for  the  like  term  and  in  the  same  manner  as 
chosen  freeholders  are  now  elected  therein,  respectively     *     *" 

"  Supplement  to  the  act  entitled  'An  act  incorporating  the 
inhabitants  of  townships,  designating  their  powers  and  regula- 
ting their  meetings,'  approved  April  fourteenth,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-six. 

Supplement  approved  March  14,  1879. 
S.  Rev.,  1031,  S.  9,  10  and  11. 
P.  L.,  1879,  p.  275. 
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That  the  persons  legally  qualified  to  vote  at  town  and 
municipal  elections  in  this  State  shall  hereafter  elect  for  each 
township  and  ward  but  one  chosen  freeholder,  and  the  chosen 
freeholder  so  elected  in  the  several  comities  of  this  State,  hav- 
ing a  population  by  the  last  State  census  of  not  less  than 
twenty-four  thousand  four  hundred  inhabitants,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding thirty-six  thousand  inhabitants,  shall  constitute  the 
board  of  chosen  freeholders  in  and  for  the  same. 

S.  10  same  as  S.  7,  S.  Rev.,  1031,  S.  11. 

That  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the  provision 
of  this  act  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed,  and  that  this 
act  shall  take  effect  immediately." 

"  Supplement  to  the  act  entitled  'An  act  incorporating  the 
inhabitants  of  townships,  designating  their  powers  and  regula- 
ting their  meetings,'  approved  April  fourteenth,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-six. 

S.  Rev.,  1032,  S.  12  and  13. 
P.  L ,  1883,  p.  83. 

That  no  city,  township  or  borough  in  this  State  entitled  by 
law  to  elect  chosen  freeholders  and  having  less  than  one  thou- 
sand inhabitants  at  the  last  preceding  national  or  State  census 
shall  elect  more  than  one  chosen  freeholder  for  such  city, 
township  or  borough. 

That  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  public  or  private,  inconsistent 
with  this  act,  are  hereby  repealed." 

"  Supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  incorporating  the 
inhabitants  of  townships,  designating  their  powers  and  regula- 
ting their  meetings. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
S.  passed  February  25,  1885. 
P.  L.,  2885,  p.  48. 
S.  Rev.,  1032,  S.  14. 

That  the  persons  legally  qualified  to  vote  at  town  and 
municipal  elections  in  counties  of  the  third  class  in  this  State 
shall  hereafter  annually  elect  for  each  township  and  ward  in 
said  counties  but  one  chosen  freeholder  for  the  term  of  one 
year,  and  the  chosen  freeholders  so  elected  shall  constitute  the 
board  of  chosen  freeholders  of  said  counties. 
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That  all  acts  or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the  provisions 
of  this  act  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed,  and  that  this 
act  shall  take  effect  immediately/' 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  incor- 
porate the  chosen  freeholders  in  the  respective  counties  of  this 
State'  (Revision),  approved  April  sixteenth,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-six. 

Approved  March  9,  1887. 
P.  L.,  1887,  p.  14  and  15. 

That  the  members  of  the  boards  of  chosen  freeholders  in  the 
respective  counties  of  this  State,  elected  after  the  passage  of 
this  act,  shall  hold  their  office  for  the  term  of  two  years  ;  pro- 
vided, that  in  those  assembly  districts,  wards  and  townships 
which  are  entitled  to  elect  two  members  of  the  board  of  free- 
holders, the  two  members  elected  to  said  board  from  each  of 
said  districts,  wards  and  townships,  shall  at  the  first  annual 
meeting  of  the  board  of  chosen  freeholders  after  the  passage 
of  this  act,  proceed  to  determine  by  lot  their  respective  terms 
of  office,  and  one  member  of  the  board  from  each  of  said  dis- 
tricts, wards  and  townships,  shall  hold  office  for  the  term  of 
one  year,  and  the  other  member  of  the  board  from  each  of  said 
districts,  wards  and  townships  shall  hold  office  for  the  term  of 
two  years,  each  to  hold  office  until  his  successor  in  office  shall 
be  chosen  and  cmalified ;  and  at  each  succeeding  annual  elec- 
tion thereafter  but  one  member  of  the  board  of  chosen  free- 
holders shall  be  elected  from  each  of  said  districts,  wards  and 
townships  who  shall  hold  office  for  the  term  of  two  years  and 
until  his  successor  in  office  shall  be  chosen  and  qualified. 

That  all  acts  or  parts  of  acts,  general  or  special,  public  or 
private,  inconsistent  with  this  act,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
repealed,  and  that  this  act  shall  take  effect  immediately." 

"  An  act  to  re-organize  the  board  of  chosen  freeholders  in 
counties  of  the  first  class  in  this  State. 

Approved  April  3,  1889. 
P.  L.,  1889,  p.  163. 
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That  from  and  after  the  first  clay  of  December  next  the 
board  of  chosen  freeholders  in  counties  of  the  first  class  of  this 
State  shall  consist  of  one  chosen  freeholder  from  each  assembly 
district  of  such  county. 

That  at  the  general  election  held  in  the  counties  aforesaid 
for  the  election  of  members  of  the  general  assembly  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  and  every 
second  year  thereafter,  there  shall  be  chosen  by  the  electors  of 
each  of  the  assembly  districts  in  each  of  said  counties,  in  the 
same  manner  and  under  the  same  laws  and  regulations  as  are 
or  may  be  now  provided  for  the  election  of  members  of  the 
general  assembly,  a  chosen  freeholder  as  provided  for  in  section 
one  of  this  act,  to  be  a  member  of  said  board,  who  shall  hold 
his  office  for  two  years  and  until  another  shall  be  chosen  and 
legally  qualified  in  his  stead." 

"An  act  amendatory  of  section  three  of  an  act  entitled 
'An  act  to  re-organize  the  board  of  chosen  freeholders  in 
counties  of  the  first  class  in  this  State,'  approved  April  third, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-nine. 

Approved  March  4,  1890. 
P.  L.,  1890,  p.  28. 

That  section  three  of  the  above  entitled  act  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  amended  to  read  and  be  as  follows : 

3.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  at  the  general  election  held  in 
the  counties  aforesaid  for  the  election  of  members  of  the  gen- 
eral assembly  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty-nine,  and  every  second  year  thereafter,  there  shall  be 
chosen  by  the  electors  of  each  of  the'assembly  districts,  in  each 
of  said  counties,  in  the  same  manner  and  under  the  same  laws 
and  regulations  as  are  or  may  be  now  provided  for  the  election 
of  members  of  the  general  assembly,  a  chosen  freeholder  as 
provided  for  in  section  one  of  this  act,  to  be  a  member  of  said 
board,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  two  years  and  until  another 
shall  be  chosen  and  legally  qualified  in  his  stead ;  and  also  the 
director  at  large  of  said  board  aforesaid  shall  be  chosen  by  the 
electors  aforesaid  in  each  of  said  counties,  at  the  same  general 
election,  and  every  second  year  thereafter,  in  the  same  manner 
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and  under  the  same  laws  and  regulations  as  are  or  may  be  now 
provided  for  the  election  of  members  of  the  general  assembly 
as  aforesaid,  excepting  that  such  director  at  large  shall  be 
chosen  and  voted  for  by  the  electors  throughout  and  in  the 
whole  of  each  of  said  counties  ;  the  person  receiving  the  highest 
number  of  votes  cast  in  the  whole  of  such  county  for  the  office 
of  director  at  large  shall  be  the  director  at  large,  and  he  shall 
hold  his  office  for  two  years,  or  until  his  successor  in  office 
shall  be  chosen  and  qualified  ;  any  vacancy  in  his  office  shall 
be  filled  by  the  board  for  the  unexpired  term  of  his  said  office, 
and  the  terms  of  the  said  freeholders  and  said  director  at  large 
so  chosen  shall  commence  on  the  first  day  of  December  next 
ensuing  such  election ;  any  vacancy  in  the  said  board  or  the 
membership  thereof,  exclusive  of  the  said  office  of  director  at 
large,  caused  by  death,  shall  be  filled  by  said  board  by  its 
electing,  by  a  majority  vote  of  all  the  existing  members  thereof, 
a  person  to  fill  such  vacancy  until  the  next  general  election, 
when  a  successor  shall  be  elected  to  serve  during  the  unexpired 
term  in  the  same  manner  that  freeholders  are  elected  for  full 
terms,  and  the  vote  cast  at  such  election  for  freeholders  shall 
be  canvassed  by  the  county  board  of  canvassers  according  to 
the  laws  and  regulations  which  govern  at  the  general  election 
for  freeholder  in  such  county ;  provided,  that  the  person  who 
shall  be  chosen  to  temporarily  represent  the  district  shall  be  a 
reputable  director  residing  in  the  district  which,  by  reason  of 
such  vacancy,  shall  be  without  membership  and  representation 
in  the  board,  and  shall  be  of  the  same  political  faith  as  the 
deceased  person  whose  place  he  shall  be  thus  chosen  to  fill." 

u  An  act  to  re-organize  the  boards  of  chosen  freeholders  in 
counties  of  the  third  and  fourth  classes  in  this  State. 

Approved  March  5,  1890. 
P.  L.,  1890,  p.  50. 

That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act  in  all  counties 
of  the  third  and  fourth  classes  of  this  State  the  members  of 
the  board  of  chosen  freeholders  shall  be  elected  for  the  term 
of  three  years  and  until  their  successors  are  elected  and 
qualified,  except  as  hereinafter  provided. 

That  the  court  of  common  pleas  in  and  for  each  respective 


49 

county  aforesaid,  within  five  days  after  the  passage  of  tins  act, 
shall  meet  and  divide  into  three  classes  the  several  boroughs, 
townships,  wards  and  districts  in  its  county  (each  class  to  con- 
tain the  same  number  of  boroughs,  townships,  wards  and  dis- 
tricts from  which  chosen  freeholders  are  elected  as  near  as 
possible),  and  shall  designate  them  as  class  one,  class  two  and 
class  three. 

That  the  chosen  freeholders  now  elected,  or  who  shall  be 
elected  at  the  first  election  held  after  the  passage  of  this 
act,  in  any  of  the  boroughs,  townships,  wards  and  districts 
designated  as  class  one  by  said  court  shall  be  elected  and 
hold  office  for  the  term  of  one  year ;  and  that  the  chosen 
freeholders  elected  at  the  first  election  held  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act  from  the  boroughs,  townships,  wards  and 
districts  comprised  in  class  two  shall  be  elected  and  hold  office 
for  two  years ;  and  the  chosen  freeholders  elected  from  the 
boroughs,  townships,  wards  and  districts  comprised  in  class 
three  shall  be  elected  and  hold  office  for  three  years  and  until 
their  successors  are  elected  and  qualified,  and  thereafter  each 
chosen  freeholder  within  the  county  shall  be  elected  for  three 
years,  as  provided  in  section  one  of  this  act,  except  where  a 
vacancy  occurs  by  death,  resignation  or  other  cause  before  the 
expiration  of  the  term  when  the  member  chosen  to  fill  the 
vacancy  shall  fill  it,  but  for  the  unexpired  term. 

That  this  act  shall  not  in  anywise  affect  or  change 
the  application  of  any  and  all  laws,  rules  and  regulations 
for  the  control  and  governance  of  said  board  of  chosen 
freeholders  where  the  same  are  not  inconsistent  herewith, 
nor  change  nor  affect  its  rights,  privileges,  authorities, 
powers  and  duties  not  inconsistent  herewith. 

That  all  acts  or  parts  of  acts,  general  or  special,  public 
or  private,  inconsistent  with  this  act,  be  and  the  same  are 
hereby  repealed,  and  that  this  act  shall  be  deemed  a  public 
act  and  shall  take  effect  immediately," 

The  election  of  "  two  surveyors  of  the  highways,  and  their 
tenure  of  office  is  provided  for  in  Rev.,  p.  1195,  S.  12,  and 
Rev.,  p.  1200,  S.  41,  which  two  enactments  so  far  as  relates  to 
those  officers  are  alike  and  have  not  been  changed. 
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<;  An  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  townships,  desig- 
nating their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
Eev.,  p.  1195,  S.  12. 

That  the  persons  qualified  to  vote  at  town  meetings  shall 
have  full  power  and  authority  at  their  respective  annual  meet- 
ings to  elect  for  such  township,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  *  *  * 
overseers  of  the  highways,  *  *  *  which  *  *  *  officers 
shall  hold  their  *  offices  for  one  year,  and  until  others  shall 
be  chosen  and  legally  qualified  in  their  stead,     *     *     *." 

"  A  supplement  to  an  act  concerning  roads,  approved  April 
sixteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six. 

Approved  March  23,  1859. 
P.  L.,  1859,  p.  526. 
Eev.,  p.  1014,  S.  105. 

That  the  overseers  of  roads  for  each  district  shall  be  elected 
by  the  taxpayers  of  each  road  district  in  the  State,  on  the 
fourth  Monday  of  March,  at  some  convenient  place  agreed 
upon  by  the  people  of  the  various  districts,     *     *     *." 

"  An  act  to  authorize  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  townships 
of  this  State  to  vote  by  ballot  at  their  town  meeting. 

Approved  March  22,  1860. 
P.  L.,  1860,  p,  670.    . 
Eev.,  p.  1200,  S.  41. 

"  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  townships  of  this 
State  shall  decide  that  the  *  *  *  annual  town  meetings 
shall  be  held  by  ballot  *  *  *  and  when  held  by  ballot,  it 
shall  be  lawful  to  elect  at  their  annual  town  meetings  the  fol- 
lowing officers,  until  otherwise  required  by  law,  whose  qualifi- 
cation shall  be  the  same  as  are  or  may  be  fixed  by  law,  that  is : 
as  many  overseers  of  the  highway  as  there   are   road   districts 
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entitled  '  An  act  concerning  roads,'  approved  March  thirteenth, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  Beventy-nine,'  which  supple- 
ment was  approved  February  twenty-sixth,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty. 

Approved  April  28,  1885. 
P.  L.,  1885,  p.  300. 
S.  Rev.,  p.  884,  S.  61. 

That  section  one  of  the  act  mentioned  in  the  title  of  this 
act,  as  amended  by  the  supplement  in  said  title  mentioned,  be 
further  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follov\>  : 


That  in  all  townships  in  this  State  wherein  the  qualified 
v<  tors  of  each  road  district  for  the  time  being  are  authorized 
to  elect  overseers  of  the  highways  for  said  districts  respectively, 
such  elections  shall  be  held  on  the  Thursday  next  succeeding 
the  regular  annual  town  meeting  in  each  and  every  year,  and 
the  overseer  in  each  road  district  shall  set  up  two  notices  in 
writing  in  two  public  places  in  each  road  district  of  elections 
of  overseers  five  days  before  the  day  herein  fixed  for  such 
elections,  and  in  case  of  the  failure  of  any  overseer  to  give 
such  notice,  or  in  case  of  the  failure  for  any  cause  of  the  voters 
to  elect  an  overseer,  then  the  township  committee  shall  appoint 
some  suitable  person  to  fill  any  vacancy." 

"  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  amend  'An  act 
to  provide  for  the  election  of  road  overseers  in  their  respective 
districts,'  approved  April  twenty-eighth,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-four,'  which  amendatory  act  was  approved 
April  seventeenth  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-five. 

Approved  April  29,  1888. 
P.  L.,  1888,  p.  110. 

That  the  first  section  of  said  amendatory  act,  approved 
April  seventeenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-five, 
mentioned  in  the  title  hereof,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
amended  so  that  henceforth  the  same  shall  read  as  follows  : 

1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly  of  the 
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State  of  New  Jersey,  That  hereafter  in  all  townships  of  this 
State  where  the  overseers  of  roads  are  not  now  elected  at  the 
annual  town  meeting  therein,  the  overseers  of  the  roads  shall 
be  elected  in  their  respective  districts  by  the  legal  voters  re- 
siding therein,  on  Thursday  following  the  regular  annual  town 
meeting,  in  each  and  every  year,  and  the  overseers  in  each  and 
every  district  in  the  township  shall  set  up  at  least  two  written 
or  printed  notices  in  two  or  more  public  places  in  the  respect- 
ive road  districts,  of  the  election  of  overseers,  stating  the  time 
and  place  of  such  election  (which  shall  be  between  the  hours 
of  two  and  five  o'clock  post  meridian),  five  days  before  the 
date  herein  fixed  for  such  elections,  and  in  case  of  the  failure 
of  any  overseer  to  give  such  notice,  then  the  town  committee 
shall  appoint  some  suitable  person  to  fill  any  vacancy  that  may 
occur  by  failure  of  the  legal  voters  to  elect,  but  in  no  event 
shall  the  overseer,  failing  in  any  way  to  give  notice  of  said 
election.be  eligible  for  reappointment  in  that  year  to  the  office  of 
road  overseer  by  the  town  committee ;  said  election  may  be  by 
ballot  or  otherwise,  as  the  said  legal  voters,  when  assembled, 
may  determine. 

2.  That  so  much  of  said  amendatory  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to 
amend  '  An  act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  road  overseers  in 
their  respective  districts,  approved  April  twenty-eighth,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-four,'  which  said  amenda- 
tory act  was  approved  April  seventeenth,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-five,  as  conflicts  herewith,  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  repealed,  and  that  this  act  shall  take  effect  immedi- 
ately." 

"  An  act  amending  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  road 
overseers  in  their  respective  districts,'  approved  April  twenty- 
eighth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-four,  as  amended 
by  the  act  approved  February  twenty-ninth,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-eight. 

Approved  June  2"*,  1890. 
P.  L.,  1890,  p.  509. 

That  section  1  of  the  act  and  amendatory  act  mentioned  in 
the  title  hereto  shall  be  amended  so  that  henceforth  the  same 
shall  read  as  follows  : 
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1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  That  hereafter  in  all  townships  of  this 
State  where  the  overseers  of  roads  are  not  now  elected  at  the 
annual  town  meeting  therein  the  overseers  of  the  roads  shall 
be  elected  in  their  respective  districts  by  the  legal  voters  re- 
siding therein,  on  Thursday  following  the  regular  annual  town 
meeting  in  each  and  every  year,  and  the  overseers  in  each  and 
every  district  in  the  township  shall  set  up  at  least  two  written 
or  printed  notices  in  two  or  more  public  places  in  their  respect- 
ive road  districts  of  the  election  of  overseers  stating  the 
time  and  place  of  such  election  (which  shall  be  between 
the  hours  of  two  and  seven  o'clock  post  meridian),  five 
days  before  the  date  herein  fixed  for  such  election,  and 
in  case  of  failure  of  any  overseer  to  give  such  notice,  then 
the  town  committee  shall  appoint  some  suitable  person  to 
fill  any  vacancy  that  may  occur  by  failure  of  the  legal  voters 
to  elect,  but  in  no  event  shall  the  overseer,  failing  in  any  year 
to  give  such  notice  of  such  election,  be  eligible  for  reappoint- 
ment in  that  year  to  the  office  of  road  overseer  by  the  town 
committee  ;  said  election  may  be  by  ballot  or  otherwise,  as  the 
legal  voters,  when  assembled,  may  determine." 

"  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  provide  for 
the  election  of  road  overseers  in  their  respective  districts,'  ap- 
proved April  twenty-eighth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty-four. 

Approved  March  9,  1891. 
B.  L.,  1891,  p.  120. 

That  section  1  of  said  act  be  amended  to  read  as  follows  : 
1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  That  in  all  townships  in  counties  of  the 
second  class  in  this  State  the  overseers  of  roads  shall  be  elected  in 
their  respective  districts  by  the  legal  voters  residing  therein, 
on  Thursday  following  the  regular  town  meeting  in  each  and 
every  year,  and  the  clerk  of  the  township  shall  give  notice  of 
the  election  in  each  road  district,  naming  the  time  and  place  of 
holding  such  election,  which  shall  be  between  the  hours  of  two 
and  eight  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  which  notice  shall  be  pub- 
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lislied  at  the  time  'and  with  the  notice  of  the  regular  town 
meeting ;  and  in  case  of  failure,  for  any  cause,  of  the  voters  of 
any  district  to  elect  an  overseer,  then  the  township  committee 
shall  appoint,  within  ten  days  after  the  annual  town  meeting 
some  suitable  person  to  fill  the  vacancy  ;  said  election  may 
be  by  ballot  or  otherwise,  as  the  voters  of  each  district  may 
determine." 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concerning 
roads '  (Revision),  approved  March  twenty-seventh,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  seventy-four. 

Approved  March  12,  1891. 
P.  L.,  1891,  p.  127. 

That  the  township  committee  of  each  township  shall  have 
the  full  supervision,  management  and  control  of  the  making 
and  repairing  of  all  roads  in  said  township,  and  may  make  and 
repair  the  same  by  hire  or  by  contract,  and  for  that  purpose 
may  annually  appoint  a  competent  person  or  j>ersons  to  super- 
intend the  making  and  repairing  of  all  roads  and  cutting  and 
removal  of  all  briars  and  weeds,  and  who  shall  hold  his  position 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  township  committee. 

That  the  township  committee  of  each  township  may  procure 
machinery,  implements,  stone,  gravel  and  other  material,  and 
hire  laborers  and  teams  necessary  and  proper  for  making  and 
repairing  all  roads  aforesaid,  and  to  make  and  repair  the  same, 
and  may  have  the  power  to  purchase  gravel  pits  and  stone 
quarries  and  take  title  to  the  same  in  the  name  of  the  town- 
ship. 

That  all  general  acts  inconsistent  with  this  act  are  hereby 
repealed,  and  this  act  shall  take  effect  immediately." 

The  spirit  of  the  last  above  act  has  the  apparent  purpose  to 
abolish  the  office  of  overseer  of  highways,  but  ail  the  legislation 
relating  to  that  position  has  been  set  out  in  order  that  the 
present  condition  of  legislation  with  reference  to  the  subject 
may  be  understood. 

The  act  does  not  in  terms  abolish  the  office  of  overseer  of 
highways,  but  gives  to  "the  township  committee  of  each  town- 
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ship    *    *    *    the  full  supervision,  management  and  control 
of  the  making  and  repairing  of  all  roads." 

"A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  incorporating  the 
inhabitants  of  townships,  designating  their  powers  and  regu- 
lating- their  meetings.' 

Approved  March  2,  1891. 
P.  L.,  1891,  p.  72. 

That  the  term  of  office  of  all  township  officers  heretofore 
elected  or  hereafter  to  be  elected  shall  not  extend  beyond  the 
term  for  which  they  were  or  may  hereafter  be  elected  ;  and  no 
such  township  officer  shall  be  considered  as  holding  over  in  any 
such  office  after  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  he  was 
or  may  be  elected  but  the  office  shall  be  considered  vacant  after 
the  expiration  of  such  term  until  filled  by  his  successor  in 
office." 

The  various  acts  set  forth  under  the  title  of  "  what  officers 
to  be  elected,  and  their  tenure  of  office,"  have  been  consoli- 
dated into  a  section,  concisely  as  possible,  stating  the  law  as 
briefed.  For  the  sake  of  clearness,  a  single  section  has  been 
framed  in  paragraphs  stating  what  officers,  and  what  number  of 
officers  are  to  be  elected,  and  their  tenure  or  term  of  office. 
Regard  is  had  to  Rev.,  p.  120  L,  S.  45,  before  more  particularly 
referred  to,  which  provides  that  "  a  plurality  of  votes  shall  be 
sufficient  to  elect  any  officer,"  and  that  the  vote  shall  be  by 
ballot  (Rev.,  1200,  S.  41 ;  P.  L.  1860,  p.  670). 

Assuming  that  the  Legislature  intended  by  the  act  entitled 
"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concerning 
roads'  (Revision),  approved  March  twenty-seventh,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  seventy-four"  (P.  L ,  1891,  p.  137),  to 
make  obsolete  the  office  of  overseers  of  the  highways,  no 
provision  has  been  made  for  it. 

The  "fit  person  to  preside  at  and  superintend"  town  meet- 
ings, provided  for  by  the  act  entitled  "An  act  incorporating 
the  inhabitants  of  townships,  designating  their  powers  and 
regulating  their  meetings"  (Rev.,  p.  1193,  S.  6 ;  P.  L.,  1846, 
V.  15) ;  the  "one  reputable  freeholder  as  a  judge  of  elections" 
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referred  to  in  section  twelve  (12)  of  the  same  act ;  "  a  judge 
of  elections"  as  provided  for  by  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  to  vote  by  ballot  at  their 
town  meetings"  (Rev.,  p.  1200,  S.  41 ;  P.  L.,  1860,  p.  670); 
the  judges  and  inspectors,  and  clerks  of  election  provided  for 
by  section  eighteen  08)  of  the  same  act,  having  been  sup- 
planted by  the  "  board  of  registry  and  election  "  created  by  the 
act  entitled  "  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act 
to  regulate  elections,'  approved  April  eighteenth,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-six"  (P.  L.,  1890,  p.  361),  and  the 
act  supplemental  to  the  act  last  referred  to  (P.  L.,  189 1,  p.  225), 
no  provision  is  made  in  the  form  of  new  legislation  for  the 
election  of  judges  and  inspectors  and  clerks  of  election.  The 
act  of  1891,  p.  225,  makes  ample  provision  for  the  creation  of 
election  boards. 

Therefore,  "  overseers  of  highways  "  and  "  judges  and  inspec- 
tors and  clerks  of  election"  have  been  eliminated  from  the 
list  of  officers  to  be  voted  for  at  town  meetings  or  township 
elections,  and  the  officers  to  be  voted  for  at  the  annual  town 
meetings  or  township  elections  are  : 

Township  Committee, 

Clerk, 

Assessor, 

Collector  of  Taxes, 

Commissioners  of  Appeals, 

Overseer  of  the  Poor, 

Constables, 

Pound  Keepers, 

Chosen  Freeholders, 

Surveyors  of  Highways,  and 

Justices  of  the  Peace. 

TOWNSHIP    COMMITTEE. 

The  foregoing  acts  and  parts  of  acts  referring  to  "  a  town- 
ship committee,"  show  that  what  is  contained  in  the  first  and 
second  paragraphs  of  the  following  proposed  new  section  is 
the  law  as  it  now  stands.  Regard  is  had  to  the  legislative 
classification  of  counties,  and  by  proviso  the  present  rotation  in 
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tenure  of  office  in  the  several  townships  as  provided  by  P.  L., 
1878,  p.  370;  P.  L.,  1883,  p.  200,  and  P.  L.,  1890,  p.  168,  is 
retained. 

CLERK. 

The  existing  legislation  relating  to  clerk  or  town  clerk  is 
found  in  Rev.,  p.  1195,  S.  12;  Rev.,  p.  1200,  S.  41,  and  P.  L., 
1891,  p.  417. 

Although  the  classification  of  townships  by  population,  as 
made  by  P.  L.,  J  891,  p.  417,  may  be  questioned  as  to  constitu- 
tionality, in  the  absence  of  judicial  decisions,  and  in  recogni- 
tion of  the  tendency  of  our  courts  to  regard  such  classifications, 
the  law  as  found  is  recommended  for  re-enactment. 

ASSESSOR. 

In  the  paragraph  relating  to  assessors  of  taxes  the  existing 
law  set  out  in  Rev,,  p.  1196,  S.  12  ;  Rev.,  p.  1200,  S.  41,  and 
P.  L.,  1891,  p.  87,  is  left  unchanged  except  to  consolidate  it. 

COLLECTOR. 

The  paragraph  relating  to  collectors  of  taxes  embodies  the 
existing  law,  Rev,  p.  1196,  S.  12  ;  Rev.,  p.  1200,  S.  41,  and 
P.  L.,  1891,  p.  89. 

COMMISSIONERS    OF   APPEAL. 

The  law  relative  to  commissioners  of  appeal  in  the  matters 
of  assessment  "  to  hear  and  finally  determine  all  appeals  rela- 
tive to  unjust  assessments  in  cases  of  taxation,"  as  found  in 
Rev.,  p.  1195,  S.  12,  and  Rev.,  p.  1200,  S.  41,  remains  un- 
changed. 

OVERSEERS    OF    THE    POOR. 

The  act  of  1879,  p.  115,  fixes  the  number  of  overseers  of  the 
poor  to  be  elected  in  each  township,  and  in  that  respect  repeals 
Rev.,  p.  1195,  S.  12,  and  Rev.,  p.  1200,  S.  41,  and  fixes  the 
term  of  office. 

CONSTABLES. 

The  conclusion  is  that  the  legislation  as  provided  in  Rev.,  p. 
1195,  S.  12,  and  Rev.,  p.  1200,  S.  41,  should  prevail  as  to  the 
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number  of  constables  to  be  elected  in  each  township,  recogniz- 
ing, however,  the  power  of  the  electors  to  designate  the  num- 
ber by  resolution  upon  ballots  cast  at  annual  town  meetings  or 
township  elections  (McDavitt  v.  Andover,  14  Yroom,  p.  595), 
and  the  acts,  P.  L.,  1880,  p.  29  L  ;  P.  L.,  1884,  p.  28,  and  P. 
L.,  1884,  p.  191,  as  remedial  or  enabling  acts  where  such  reso- 
lution prevails.  These  acts  have  been  criticised  as  local  and 
special  in  their  application,  and  their  constitutionality  ques- 
tioned (Ellingham  v.  Mount,  14  Yrootn,  p.  595). 

It  is  thought  advisable  to  empower  the  inhabitants  of  town- 
ships to  determine  by  resolution  upon  ballots  cast  at  town 
meetings  or  township  elections  the  number  of  constables  be- 
yond one,  to  be  -  elected  with  the  rotation  of  terms  of  office 
already  established  when  the  number  determined  upon  is  three 
or  more.  The  act  of  1880,  p.  29,  fixes  the  term  of  office  of 
constables,  which  has  been  adopted. 

POUND    KEEPERS. 

Rev.,  p.  1195,  S.  12,  as  supplemented  by  Rev.,  p.  1200,  S. 
41,  is  the  recognized  law  as  to  the  number  of  pound  keepers  to 
be  elected  and  their  tenure,  and  consequently  has  not  been 
disturbed. 

CHOSEN    FREEHOLDERS. 

Chosen  freeholders  are  not  regarded  as  township  officers, 
however  existing  general  legislation  provides  for  their  election 
at  town  meetings  or  township  elections.  The  number  to  be 
elected  and  the  term  of  office  is  regulated  by  P.  L.,  1885,  p. 
4S  ;  P.  L.,  1887,  p.  14,  and  P.  L.,  1890,  p.  50,  which  the  new 
act  or  part  of  act  thought  necessary  and  .expedient,  is  intended 
to  provide  for. 

SURVEYORS    OF   THE    HIGHWAYS. 

The  existing  legislation  fixing  the  number  and  term  of  sur- 
veyors of  the  highways  (Rev.,  p.  1195,  S.  12,  and  Rev.,  p. 
1200,  S.  41),  has  been  left  undisturbed,  and  has  been  incorpo- 
rated in  the  new  act  recommended  and  appearing  necessary. 

The  act  entitled  "  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled 
*  An  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  townships,  designating 
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their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings,1  approved  March 
2,  1S91  (P.  L.,  1891,  p.  72),  and  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  re- 
specting the  election  and  terms  of  office  of  the  clerk,  and  col- 
lector or  receiver  of  taxes  in  certain  towns,  boroughs  and  town- 
ships,' approved  April  14,  1891,"  (P.  L.,  1891,  p.  417)  are  the 
latest  legislation  with  reference  to  the  term  of  those  offices  and 
have  been  regarded. 

JUSTICES    OF    THE    PEACE. 

Although  justices  of  the  peace  are  not  limited  in  their  juris- 
diction to  the  townships  in  which  they  are  elected  and  reside, 
'  the  present  and  accepted  legislation  provides  for  their  election 
at  the  annual  town  meetings  or  township  elections.  The 
number  is  provided  for  by  Article  VI,  Section  7,  paragraphs 
1  and  2  of  the  State  Constitution,  and  their  term  of  office  by 
Article  VII,  Section  2,  paragraph  8.  The  several  acts  re- 
ferring to  the  election  and  tenure  oi  office  of  justices  of  the 
peace  are  as  follows  :  Kev.,  p.  1200,  S.  41  (P.  L.,  1860,  p.  670), 
Kev.,  p.  535,  S.  7  (P.  L.,  1S46.  p.  15),  and  Kev.,  p.  536,  S.  17, 
(P.  L.,  1856,  p.  232). 

This  review  of  "  what  officers  to  be  elected,  and  their  tenure 
of  office,"  has  prompted  the  following  new  section,  number  9, 
covering  the  annexed  paragraphs,  as  follows : 

Paragraph  1. — And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  persons  quali-    ,_  ,  ^ 

_  J-  *  What  officers  to 

lied  to  vote  at  town  meetings  or  township  elections  shall  havebe  elected  and 

o  -1  their  terms  of 

full  power  and  authority  at  their  respective  annual  town  meet- offlce- 
ings  or  township  elections,  to  elect  by  ballot,  and  by  a  plurality 
of  votes  the  following  officers  for  the  terms  hereinafter  specified. 

Three  township  comn  itteemen  in  all  townships  in  counties 
of  the  second,  third  and  fourth  classes,  one  committeeman  for  fowngiup'  om. 
one  year,  one  for  two  years  and  one  for  three  years,  and  at  each1311"66' 
succeeding  town  meeting  or  township  election  thereafter  one 
committeeman  shall  be  elected  for  the  full  term  of  three  years; 
provided,  however,  that  in  the  several  townships  in  the  coun- 
ties in  the  classes  aforesaid  in  which  the  said  rotation  of  term 
of  office  shall  have  been  heretofore  established,  but  one  town- 
ship committeeman  for  the  term  of  three  years,  shall  be  elected 
each  year. 

Five  township  committeemen  in  townships  in  counties  of  the 
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first  class,  for  the  term  of  one  year  ;  provided,  however,  that 
the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  not  apply  to  townships  in  coun- 
ties having  special  charters. 

Townshipcierk  Paragraph  2. — One  township  clerk  in  all  townships  having 
a  population  of  ten  thousand  inhabitants  according  to  the  last 
census,  for  the  term  of  two  years. 

One  township  clerk  for  one  year  in  all  other  townships. 


Assessor. 


Collector. 


Paragraph  3. — One  assessor  of  taxes  for  the  term  of  three 
years. 

Paragraph  4. — One  collector  or  receiver  of  taxes  in  all 
townships  having  a  jDopulation  of  ten  thousand  inhabitants 
according  to  the  last  census,  for  the  term  of  two  years. 

One  collector  of  taxes,  for  the  term  of  three  years,  in  all 
other  townships. 

Commissioners      Paragraph  5. — Three  commissioners  of  appeal  in  the  mat- 
p  e    '      ters  of  taxation,  for  the  term  of  one  year. 

Paragraph  6. — One  overseer  of  the  poor,  for  the  term  of 

Overseer  of 

Poor,  one  year. 

Paragraph  7. — One  or  more  constables,  for  the  term  of 
Constables.  three  years,  in  all  townships ;  provided,  however,  that  at  the 
first  election  held  after  the  passage  of  this  act  in  any  township 
wherein  it  shall  be  decided  to  elect  three  constables,  the  ballots 
cast  shall  designate  the  name  of  one  constable  to  hold  the  office 
for  the  term  of  one  year ;  the  name  of  another  for  the  term 
of  two  years  ;  the  name  of  a  third  for  the  term  of  three  years ; 
that  in  townships  where  it  shall  be  decided  to  elect  four  con- 
stables, the  ballots  cast  shall  designate  the  names  of  two 
constables  to  hold  their  respective  offices  for  the  term  of  one 
year,  the  name  of  another  for  the  term  of  two  years,  and  the 
name  of  a  fourth  for  the  term  of  three  years ;  that  in  town- 
ships in  which  it  shall  be  decided  to  elect  five  constables,  the 
ballots  cast  shall  designate  the  names  of  two  constables  to  hold 
their  respective  offices  for  the  term  of  one  year,  the  names  of 
two  for  the  term  of  two  years,  and  the  name  of  a  fifth  for  the 
term  of  three  years ;  that  in  townships   in   which  it  shall  be 
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decided  to  elect  six  constables,  the  ballots  cast  shall  designate 
the  names  of  two  constables  to  hold  their  respective  offices  for 
the  term  of  one  year,  the  names  of  two  for  the  term  of  two 
years,  and  the  names  of  two  for  the  term  of  three  years  ;  pro- 
vided, that  at  each  succeeding  township  election,  as  many 
constables  may  be  elected  as  there  are  constables  in  said  town- 
ship whose  terms  of  office  shall  have  expired  ;  and  it  is  further 
provided  that  at  the  annual  town  meeting  or  township  election 
held  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  in  all  townships  in  which  the 
rotation  of  the  term  hereinbefore  provided  for  shall  have  been 
established,  nothing  in  this  act  shall  interfere  with  the  election 
in  such  township,  at  each  annual  town  meeting  or  township 
election,  of  as  many  constables  as  there  shall  be  constables  of 
such  townships  whose  terms  of  office  expire. 

Paragraph  8. — One  or  more  poundkeepers,  for  the  term 

Of   One   year.  Poundkeepers. 

Paragraph  9. — One  chosen   freeholder  in  each  township  in 
counties  of  the  third  and  fourth  class,  for  the  term  of  three  Chosen    Free. 
years.     One  chosen  freeholder  in  each  township  in  counties holders- 
of  the  second  class,  for  the  term  of  two  years. 

Paragraph  10. — Two  surveyors  of  the  highways,  for  the0 

J  °  J    '  Surveyors  of 

term  of  one  year.  Highways. 

Paragraph  11. — As  many  justices  of  the  peace  in  each 
township  as  the  several  townships  may  be  constitutionally 
entitled  to  elect ;  their  commissions  shall  bear  date  and  take  peace, 
effect  on  the  first  day  of  May  next  after  their  election  ;  they 
shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  five  years,  unless  elected 
to  fill  a  vacancy,  then  for  the  unexpired  term  only ;  that  in 
order  to  ascertain  the  number  of  justices  of  the  peace  which 
each  township  is  entitled  to  elect  at  each  annual  town  meeting 
or  township  election,  the  abstract  of  the  last  or  any  succeeding 
census  taken  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States  or  of 
this  State  next  prior  to  such  town  meeting  or  township  election, 
as  published  by  law,  shall  be  conclusive  of  the  number  of 
inhabitants  in  each  township. 
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Paragraph  12. — In  all  townships  having  a  population  of 
ofer'cierk0aind ten  tnoilsan(^  inhabitants  or  over,  according  to  the  last  census, 
tefnetownsh?es"  Persons  wno  s^ia^  hereafter  be  elected  or  appointed  to  the 
offices  of  clerk  or  collector  shall  hold  their  offices  until  their 
successors  in  office  shall  have  been  duly  elected  or  appointed, 
and  shall  have  duly  qualified  ;  in  all  other  townships  the  term 
of  office  of  all  township  officers  hereafter  elected  or  appointed 
shall  not  extend  beyond  the  term  for  which  they  were  elected 
or  appointed ;  no  township  officer  shall  be  considered  as  hold- 
ing over  after  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  he  may  be 
elected  or  appointed,  but  the  office  shall  be  considered  vacant 
until  filled  by  his  successor  in  office. 
Term  of  office  Paeagraph  13. — In  any  township  in  this  State  in  which  a 
pointment.  vacancy  shall  occur  in  any  township  office  and  such  vacancy 
shall  have  been  filled  as  prescribed  by  this  act  until  the  next 
annual  town  meeting  or  township  election,  and  the  term  of  the 
office  so  made  vacant  and  so  filled  extends  for  a  longer  period 
of  time  than  the  next  annual  town  meeting  or  township  elec- 
tion, the  inhabitants  of  such  township  shall,  at  the  said  next  an- 
nual town  meeting  or  township  election,  proceed  to  elect  some 
suitable  person  to  fill  such  office  for  the  unexpired  term  only. 

QUALIFICATION  OF  TO  WIS  SHIP    OFFICERS. 

"  An  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of   townships,  desig- 
nating their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings. 
Approved  April  14,  1840. 
P.  L.,  1846,  p.  15. 
Kev.,  p.  1195,  S.  12. 
Three  or  more  judicious  Freeholders  of  good   character   to 
hear  and  finally  determine  all  appeals  *     *     *     *     in  cases  of 
taxation. 

Two  Freeholders  commonly  called  Chosen  Freeholders. 
One  reputable  Freeholder  as  judge  of  election. 
Five  judicious  Freeholders  resident  within  the  township  who 
shall  be  denominated  the  township  committee." 

"  An  act  to  abolish  the  freehold  qualification. 
Approved  February  28,  1851. 
P.  L.,  1851,  p.  93,  S.  1. 
Rev.,  p.  745,  S.  12. 
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That  it  shall  not  be  necessary  hereafter  for  any  person  to 
possess  a  freehold  in  order  to  qualify  him  to  be  elected  to, 
and  hold,  occupy,  possess  and  enjoy  any  public  office  whatever 
in  any     *     *     *     township  in  this  State." 

"  An  act  to  authorize  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  townships 
of  this  State  to  vote  by  ballot  at  their  town  meetings. 

Approved  March  22,  I860. 
F.  L.,  1860,  p.  670,  S.  1. 
Eev.  p.  1200,  S.  41. 

That  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  townships  of  this  State 
authorized  by  law  to  vote  at  town  meetings  are  hereby  author- 
ized and  required,  when  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  assem- 
bled at  any  annual  town  meeting  shall  decide  that  the  next  or 
subsequent  annual  town  meetings  thereafter  shall  be  held  by 
ballot  *  *  *  and  when  held  by  ballot  it  shall  be  lawful  to 
elect  at  their  annual  town  meetings  the  following  officers  * 
*  *  whose  qualifications  shall  be  the  same  as  are  or  may  be 
fixed  by  law,  that  is  a  township  clerk,  a  judge  of  election,  an 
assessor,  a  collector,  one  or  more  chosen  freeholders,  two  sur- 
veyors of  the  highways,  three  commissioners  of  appeals,  one 
or  more  overseers  of  the  poor,  as  many  overseers  of  the  high- 
ways as  there  are  road  districts,  one  or  more  pound  keepers,  a 
township  committee  consisting  of  three  or  more  persons,  a  town 
superintendent  of  public  schools,  as  many  justices  of  the  peace 
as  the  township  may  be  constitutionally  entitled  to  elect,  one 
or  more  constables,  &c,  &c." 

"  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  relative  to  officers, 
commissions  and  resignations,'  approved  April  sixteenth,  eight- 
een hundred  and  forty-six.  (Revision.) 

Approved  April  12,  1876. 
P.  L.,  1876,  p.  98. 
Eev,  p.  745,  S.  7. 

And  also  that  every  person  holding  an  office,  the  authority 
and  duties  of  which  relate  to  *  *  *  *  a  township  shall 
reside  within  such  *  *  *  township,  provided  that  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  for  any  person  to  be  appointed   to,  or  hold  any 
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office  *  *  *  *  in  a  township  *  *  who  has  not  the 
requisite  qualifications  for  personally  performing  the  duties  of 
such  office  in  cases  where  scientific  engineering  skill  is  neces- 
sary to  the  performance  of  the  duties  thereof ;  and  provided 
further  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  require  any  town 
or  township  attorney  or  counsel  to  reside  within  such  town  or 
township." 

"  An  act  relating  to  election  and  appointments  to  office  here- 
after to  be  made  by  any  board  of  aldermen,  common  council, 
township  committee  or  other  municipal  board  or  body. 

Approved  March  31,  1885. 
P.  L.,  1885,  p.  178,  S.  1. 
S.  Rev.,  p.  507,  S.  6. 

That  hereafter  no  member  of  any  *  *  *  *  township 
committee  or  other  municipal  board  or  body  shall,  during  the 
term  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected  such  member,  shall  be 
elegible  for  election  or  appointment  to  any  office  that  is  now 
or  hereafter  may  be  by  law  required  to  be  filled  by  any  such 
board,  council,  committee  or  body,  of  which  he  is  such  mem- 
ber ;  provided,  however,  that  this  act  shall  not  apply  to  any 
offices  now  required  by  law  to  be  filled  from  any  such  appoint- 
ing body." 

"  An  act  respecting  the  election  and  terms  of  office  of  the 
clerk,  and  collector  or  receiver  of  taxes  in  certain  towns,  bor- 
oughs and  townships. 

Approved  April  14,  1891. 
P.  L.,  1891,  p.  417,  S.  1 

That  in  all  *  *  *  *  townships  having  a  population  of 
ten  thousand  inhabitants  or  over  according  to  the  last  census, 
the  terms  of  office  of  the  clerk  and  collector  or  receiver  of  taxes 
hereafter  elected  or  appointed  therein  shall  be  the  period  of  two 
years,  a,nd  all  persons  who  shall  be  hereafter  elected  or  ap- 
pointed to  said  offices,  or  any  of  them,  shall  hold  office  for 
two  years,  and  until  their  successors  in  office  shall  be  duly 
elected  or  appointed  and  shall  have  duly  qualified ;  and  any 
legal  voter  of  any  such  *  *  *  township  shall  be  eligible 
to    the  said  offices  of  clerk  or  collector  or  receiver  of  taxes." 
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By  the  foregoing  acts  under  the  title  "  Qualification  of  town- 
ship officers,"  it  is  plain  that  the  freehold  qualification  pro- 
vided by  Rev.,  p.  1195,  S.  12  (P.  L.,  1846,  p.  15),  has  been 
eliminated.  Rev.,  p.  745,  S.  12  (P.  L.,  1851,  p.  93),  plainly  so 
provides.  Rev.,  p.  745,  S.  7  (P.  L.,  1876,  p.  98),  provides  '-that 
every  person  holding  an  office,  the  authority  and  duties  of 
which  relate  to  *  *  *  *  a  township  shall  reside  within 
such  township,"  with  the  exception  of  town  or  township  attor- 
ney or  counsel.  The  act  last  referred  to  also  contains  the  pro- 
viso "  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  to  be  appointed, 
or  hold  any  office  *  *  *  *  in  a  township  *  *  *  who 
has  not  the  requisite  qualifications  for  personallyt"performing 
the  duties  of  such  office  in  cases  where  scientific  engineering 
skill  is  necessary."  S.  Rev.,  p.  507,  S.  6  (P.  L.,  1885,  p.  178), 
renders  a  member  of  a  township  committee  ineligible'for  elec- 
tion or  appointment  to  any  office  to  be  filled  by  such  commit- 
tee, except  offices  to  be  filled  from  the  appointing  body.  With 
the  exceptions  referred  to  it  is  evident  that  the  extant  legisla- 
tion upon  this  subject  can  be  embodied  in  the  two  sections 
next  following : 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  every  person  holding  an 
office  in  any  township  in  this  state,  the  powers  and  duties  of  ^nshfpiooffl- 
which  relate  to  the  government  of  a  township,  shall  possess  cers- 
the  constitutional  requirements  of  citizenship,  and  shall  ieside 
within  such  township  ;  provided,  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for 
any  person  to  be  appointed  to  or  hold  any  office  in  such  town- 
ship who  does  not  possess  the  requisite  qualifications  for  per- 
sonally performing  the  duties  of  such  office  in  cases  where 
scientific  engineering  skill  is  necessary  to  the  performance  of 
the  duties  thereof  ;  and  provided  further,  that  nothing  herein 
shall  require  any  township  attorney  or  counsel  to  reside  within 
such  township. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  no  member  of  the  town- 
ship committee  in  any  township  in  this  state  shall,  during  the 
term  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected  or  appointed  such 
member,  be  eligible  for  election  or  appointment  to  any  office 
that  is  now  or  hereafter  may  be  by  law  required  to  be  filled  by 
any  such  committee  of  which  he  is  a  member ;  provided, 
however,  that  any  member  of  said  township  committee  may 
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be  appointed  to  fill  any  office  required  to  be  held  by  members 
of  such  township  committee. 


The  foregoing  indicates  the  method  adopted,  and  embraces 
ten  of  the  forty  subdivisions  into  which  the  work  has  been 
divided.  The  balance  is  included  in  about  fifteen  hundred 
pages  of  manuscript  which  is  in  process  of  revision  and  codifi- 
cation, and  will  be  added  to  the  foregoing  with  as  much  expe- 
dition as  a  proper  regard  for  thoroughness  of  the  work  will 
warrant. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  D.  CAMPBELL,  ) 

GEO.  E.  PACE,  V  Commissioners. 

JACOB  C.  HENDRICKSON, 


The  foregoing  Report  was  made  to  and  printed  copies  laid 
before  the  Legislature  at  its  last  session,  being  the  one  hundred 
and  sixteenth. 

At  the  same  session  the  following  act  was  passed  : 

"  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled,  '  An  act  to  provide  for 
a  commission  to  revise  and  consolidate  the  general  statutes  of 
this  State  relating  to  villages,  towns  and  townships,'  approved 
March  ninth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-one. 

Whereas,  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  provisions 
of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  have  been  engaged  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  work  in  said  act  directed  since  the  second 
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day  of  June  last ;  and,  whereas,  the  duties  required  of  them  by 
said  act  have  proved  to  be  much  more  laborious  than  at  first 
supposed  and  have  required  much  careful  examination  and  re- 
search ;  and,  whereas,  the  said  commissioners  by  reason  thereof 
find  that  they  are  unable  to  complete  the  work  required  of 
them  by  said  act  in  time  to  lay  a  complete  report  of  the  same 
before  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature  ;  therefore 

1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  New  Jersey,  That  the  said  commission  be  and  is 
hereby  continued,  with  the  same  duties  and  powers  imposed 
and  conferred  upon  the  members  thereof  by  the  act  to  which 
this  is  a  supplement,  and  that  the  said  commissioners  shall  lay 
before  the  Legislature  at  its  next  session  a  complete  report  of 
the  work  of  said  commission. 

2.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  commissioners  heretofore 
appointed  under  the  provisions  of  said  act  shall  be  paid  such 
compensation  on  account  of  the  work  already  done  by  them 
as  the  Governor,  Comptroller  and  Treasurer  shall  deem  just 
and  proper,  together  with  such  necessary  expenses  as  they  may 
have  incurred  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  said  act  which 
shall  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  on  the  warrant  of  the  comp- 
troller. 

3.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  on  the  completion  of  their 
labors  they  shall  receive  such  further  compensation  as  the  Gov- 
ernor, comptroller  and  treasurer  shall  deem  just  and  proper, 
together  with  such  further  necessary  expenses  as  they  may 
have  incurred  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  said  act,  which 
6hall  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  on  the  warrant  of  the  comp- 
troller. 

4.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  take  effect  imme- 
diately. 

Approved  March  22,  1892. 

The  powers  and  duties  of  the  commissioners  appointed  under 
the  act  approved  March  ninth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ninety-one,  being  continued  by  the  foregoing  supplement 
to  that  act,  the  commissioners  have  continued  the  work  and 
therein  have  adhered  to  the  plan  originally  adopted,  which 
next  brings  into  consideration  the  subject 
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The  Mode  of  Qualifying. 

/ 

TOWNSHIP    COMMITTEE. 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled,  '  An  act  incor- 
porating the  inhabitants  of  townships,  designating  their  pow- 
ers and  regulating  their  meetings,'  approved  April  fourteenth, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six. 

Approved  April  11,  1889. 
P.  L.,  1889,  p.  261. 

That  every  person  elected  as  a  member  of  the  township 
committee  in  any  township  shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the 
discharge  of  his  duties,  and  within  six  days  after  notice  of  his 
election  or  appointment,  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affirma- 
tion before  the  township  clerk  or  some  other  person  authorized 
under  the  laws  of  this  State  to  administer  oaths  and  affirma- 
tions, that  he  will  to  the  best  of  his  ability  and  understanding, 
faithfully,  justly  and  impartially  perform  the  duties  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  township  committee  of  such  township  ;  and  the 
certificate  of  such  oath  or  affirmation  shall,  within  six  days 
thereafter,  be  delivered  to  the  clerk  of  the  said  township,  who 
shall  file  the  same  in  his  office  ;  and  if  such  person  shall  not 
take  and  subscribe  the  said  oath  or  affirmation  as  aforesaid,  or 
shall  not  transmit  or  deliver  the  same  to  the  township  clerk  as 
aforesaid,  within  the  time  hereby  limited,  such  neglect  shall  be 
deemed  and  taken  as  a  refusal  to  serve  in  the  said  office*" 

Prior  to  this  enactment  the  persons  elected  or  appointed  as 
members  of  a  township  committee  were  not  required  to  qualify 
in  any  manner  before  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  the  office.  The  foregoing  act  makes  necessary  the  follow- 
ing: 

Sec.  12.     And  be  it  enacted,   That  every  person  elected  or 

How  Township  '  ... 

committee  to app0mted  as  a  member  of  the  township  committee  in  any 
township  in  this  State  shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties  and  within  six  days  after  notice  of  his 
election  or  appointment  take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath 
or  affirmation : 

I,  do  solemnly   and  sincerely  promise  and 
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swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will,  to  the  best  of  my  ability  and  un- 
derstanding, faithfully,  justly  and  impartially  perform  the 
duties  of  a  member  of  the  township  committee  of  the  town- 
ship of  ,  in  the  county  of 

And  every  such  officer  shall,  within  six  days  after  taking  and 
subscribing  said  oatli  or  affirmation,  file  with  the  township 
clerk  a  certificate  of  said  oath  or  affirmation. 

TOWNSHIP   CLERK. 

"  An  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  townships,  desig- 
nating their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
Rev.,  p.  1196,  S.  19. 

That  every  clerk  of  the  township  *  *  *  shall,  before 
he  enters  upon  the  execution  of  his  office  and  within  six  days 
after  notice  of  such  election  or  appointment,  take  and  subscribe 
an  oath  or  affirmation  before  some  justice  of  the  peace  resid- 
ing in  or  near  the  said  township  in  the  form  hereinafter  pre- 
scribed."    ***** 

I,  ,  clerk  of  the  Township  of  , 

in    the   County   of  ,  do   solemnly   and  sincerely 

promise  and  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  faithfully  and  hon- 
estly keep  all  the  papers,  writings,  books  and  records  by  virtue 
of  my  office  committed  and  which  from  time  to  time  shall  be 
committed  to  me  ;  and  that  I  will  in  all  things  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledge  and  understanding  perform  the  duiies  of  said 
office  of  clerk  without  favor  or  partiality." 

"  Supplement  to  an  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  town- 
ships, designating  their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings. 

Approved  March  4,  1S53. 
P.  L.,  1853,  p.  287,  S.  1. 
S.  Rev.,  p.  1199,  Sec.  34. 

That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  presiding  officer  of  any  town- 
ship or  ward  meeting  in  which  a  clerk  of  said  township  or  ward 
shall  be  elected  to  administer  the  official  oath  or  affirmation  to 
such  clerk." 
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It  is  thought  advisable  to  retain  the  form  of  oath  or  affirma- 
tion to  be  taken  by  a  township  clerk  heretofore  adopted  and 
as  set  out  in  Rev.,  p.  1196,  S.  19,  but  to  extend  the  facilities 
for  qualifying  even  beyond  the  provisions  of  S.  Rev.,  p.  1199, 
S.  34,  and  to  add  the  provision  that  the  certificate  of  the  oath 
or  affirmation  of  the  township  clerk  shall  be  filed  in  the  office 
of  the  clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  because  a  public 
officer  should  not  be  the  custodian  of  his  own  badge  of  office, 
as  is  indicated  by  the  following  proposed  section  : 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  any  person  elected  or 
appointed  as  township  clerk  in  any  township  in  this  state  shall, 
before  he  enters  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office 
and  within  six  days  after  notice  of  his  election,  take  and  sub- 
scribe the  following  oath  or  affirmation  : 

I,  clerk  of  the  township  of  , 

cie7k'toWQuai- m   tne   county   of  ,  do   solemnly  and   sincerely 

lfy-  promise  and  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  faithfully  and  honestly 

keep  all  the  papers,  writings,  books  and  records  by  virtue  of 
my  office  committed  and  which  from  time  to  time  shall  be 
committed  to  me  ;  and  that  I  will  in  all  things  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledge  and  understanding  perform  the  duties  of  said 
office  without  favor  or  partiality. 

And  every  such  officer  shall,  within  six  days  after  taking 
and  subscribing  said  oath  or  affirmation,  file  in  the  office  of  the 
clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  the  proper  county  a 
certificate  of  said  oath  or  affirmation,  setting  forth  the  date  of 
the  taking  of  the  same  and  signed  by  the  officer  administering 
the  same  ;  which  oath  or  affirmation  may  be  administered  by 
any  member  of  the  township  committee  of  the  township  in 
which  said  clerk  is  to  serve,  who  is  hereby  authorized  to  admin- 
ister the  same,  or  before  any  person  authorized  by  law  to 
administer  an  oath. 

ASSESSOR. 

"  An  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  townships,  desig- 
nating their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
Rev.,  p.  1196,  S.  19. 
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That  every  *  *  *  township  *  *  *  assessor  *  *  * 
hereafter  elected  or  appointed  as  aforesaid  shall,  before  he  en- 
ters upon  the  execution  of  his  office  and  within  six  days  after 
notice  of  such  election  or  appointment,  take  and  subscribe  an 
oath  or  affirmation  before  some  justice  of  the  peace  residing  in 
or  near  the  said  township  in  the  form  hereinafter  prescribed, 
to  wit:     *     *     *     *     *     * 

I,  ,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and 

swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  truly,  faithfully,  honestly  and  im- 
partially value  and  assess  the  ratable  estates  in  the  township  of 
,  in   the   county   of  ,    and    that   in 

making  such  valuations  and  assessments  I  will  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledge  and  judgment  observe  the  directions  of  the  law 
respecting  the  same  ;  and  that  I  will  make  a  true  return  of  all 
such  assessments  to  the  Board  of  Assessors  at  their  meeting, 
required  to  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  September  by  the 
third  section  of  '  An  act  concerning  taxes.'  " 

The  provisions  and  requirements  of  Rev.,  p.  1196  and  1197, 
sections  19  and  20,  have  not  been  changed,  hence  we  advise  the 
following  new  section,  which  is  of  the  same  tenor  as  the  pres- 
ent law. 

Sec.  14-.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  any  person  elected  or 
appointed  as  assessor  of  any  township  in  this  State  shall,  be-  Assessor  to 
fore  he  enters  upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties  and  within  six 
days  after  notice  of  his  election  or  appointment,  take  and  sub- 
scribe the  following  oath  or  affirmation  before  any  person 
legally  authorized  to  administer  an  oath  or  affirmation  : 

I,  ,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and 

swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  truly,  faithfully,  honestly  and  im- 
partially value  and  assess  the  ratable  estates  in  the  township  of 
,  in  the  county  of  ,  and  that  in  mak- 

ing such  valuations  and  assessments  I  will  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  and  judgment  observe  the  directions  of  the  law  re- 
specting the  same ;  and  that  I  will  make  a  true  return  of  all 
assessments  to  the  Board  of  Assessors  at  their  meeting,  re- 
quired to  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  September  by  the 
third  section  of  "  An  act  concerning  taxes." 
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And  every  such  officer  shall,  within  six  days  after  the  tak- 
ing and  subscribing  of  said  oath  or  affirmation,  file  with  the 
township  clerk  a  certificate  of  said  oath  or  affirmation,  setting 
forth  the  date  of  the  taking  of  the  same  and  signed  by  the 
officer  administering  the  same. 

4 

COLLECTOR. 

"An  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  townships,  desig- 
nating their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
Rev.,  p.  1198,  S.  25. 

That  when  any  person  shall  hereafter  be  elected  to  the  office 
of  collector  in  any  township  within  this  State  he  shall,  before 
he  enters  upon  the  duties  of  said  office,  enter  into  bond  to  the 
inhabitants  of  said  township  in  their  corporate  name,  with  one 
or  more  sufficient  surety  or  sureties,  being  a  freeholder  or  free- 
holders and  resident  in  said  township,  to  be  approved  by  the 
township  committee  of  said  township,  and  in  such  sum  as  the 
said  township  committee  shall  direct,  conditional  for  the  faith- 
ful performance  of  all  duties  of  said  office  of  collector  of  said 
township  according  to  law." 

"  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled,  '  An  act  incorporating  the 
inhabitants  of  townships,  designating  their  powers  and  regulat- 
ing their  meetings.'  (Revision)  approved  April  fourteenth, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six. 

Approved  April  1,  18S7. 
P.  L.,  1887,  p.  131. 

That  section  number  twenty-live  of  the  act  entitled,  "An  act 
incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  townships,  designating  their 
powers  and  regulating  their  meetings.'  (Revision)  approved 
April  fourteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six,  be 
amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows  : 

And  be  it  enacted,  That  when  any  person  shall  hereafter  be 
elected  to  the  office  of  collector  in  any  township  within  this 
State  he  shall,  before  he  euters  upon  the  duties  of   said  office, 
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enter  into  bond  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  township,  in  their 
corporate  name,  with  one  or  more  sufficient  surety  or  sureties, 
being  a  freeholder  or  freeholders  and  resident  within  the  county 
in  which  said  township  is  situate,  to  be  approved  of  by  the 
township  committee  of  said  township  and  in  such  sum  as  the 
said  township  committee  shall  direct,  conditioned  for  the  faith- 
ful performance  of  all  the  duties  of  said  office  of  collector  of 
said  township  according  to  law." 

"  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled,  '  An  act  incorporating  the 
inhabitants  of  townships,  designating  their  powers  and  regulat- 
ing their  meetings.'  (Revision)  approved  April  fourteenth, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six,  and  which  said 
amendment  was  approved  April  first,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eighty-seven. 

Approved  March  25,  1889. 
P.  L.,  18S9,  p.  93. 

That  section  number  twenty-five  of  the  act  entitled,  'An  act 
incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  townships,  designating  their 
powers  and  regulating  their  meetings.'  (Revision)  approved 
April  fourteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six,  as 
amended  by  said  act  approved  April  first,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-seven,  and  which  reads  as  follows  : 

And  be  it  enacted,  That  when  any  person  shall  hereafter  be 
elected  to  the  office  of  collector  in  any  township  within  this 
State  he  shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the  duties  of  said  office, 
enter  into  bond  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  township,  in  their 
corporate  name,  with  one  or  more  sufficient  surety  or  sureties, 
being  a  freeholder  or  freeholders  and  resident  within  the  county 
in  which  said  township  is  situate,  to  be  approved  of  by  the 
township  committee  of  said  township,  and  in  such  sum  as  said 
township  committee  shall  direct,  conditioiied  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  all  duties  of  said  office  of  collector  of  said 
township  according  to  law,  be  amended  so  as  to  read  as  fol- 
lows : 

And  be  it  enacted,  That  when  any  person  shall  hereafter  be 
elected  or  appointed  to  the  office  of  collector  in  any  township 
within  this  State  lie  shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the  duties  of 
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6aid  office  and  within  thirty  days  after  notice  given  of  such 
election  or  appointment,  enter  into  bond  to  the  inhabitants  of 
said  township,  in  their  corporate  name,  with  one  or  more 
sufficient  surety  or  sureties,  being  a  freeholder  or  freeholders 
and  resident  within  the  county  in  which  said  township  is  sit- 
uate, to  be  approved  by  the  township  committee  of  said  town- 
ship, in  such  sum  as  the  said  township  committee  shall  direct, 
conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance  of  all  the  duties  of 
6aid  office  of  collector  of  said  township  according  to  law." 

We  have  incorporated  the  provisions  of  Rev.,  p.  1198,  S.  25, 
as  amended  by  P.  L.,  1887,  p.  131,  and  further  amended  by 
P.  JL,  1889,  p.  93,  in  one  section,  with  a  change,  however, 
requiring  that  the  bond  provided  for  shall  be  filed  with  the 
township  clerk  directly  upon  its  approval. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  any  person  elected  or 
appointed  as  collector  of  taxes  of  any  township  in  this  State 
shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the  duties  of  said  office  and  within 
thirty  days  after  notice  given  of  such  election  or  appointment, 
enter  into  bond  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  township,  in  their 
corporate  name,  with  one  or  more  sufficient  surety  or  sureties, 
being:  a  freeholder  or  freeholders  and  resident  within  the  county 

How  Township  n  , 

collector  to  m  which  said  township  is  situate,  to  be  approved  by  the  town- 
ship committee  of  said  township,  in  such  sum  as  the  said  town- 
ship committee  shall  direct,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  all  the  duties  of  said  office  of  collector  of  said 
township  according  to  law,  in  the  following  or  like  form  : 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  A.  B.,  G.  D.,  and 
E.  F.,  all  of  the  county  of  ,  in  the  State  of  New 

Jersey,  are  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  the  inhabitants  of  the 
township  of  ,  in  the  county  of  ,  in 

the  sum  of  dollars,  money  of  the  United  States,  to  be 

paid  to  the  said  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  , 

in  the  county  of  ,   their  successors  or  assigns,  to 

which  payment  well  and  truly  to  be  made,  we  bind  ourselves 
and  each  of  us  for  himself  in  the  whole,  our  and  every  of  our 
heirs,  executors  and  administrators,  firmly  by  these  presents. 

Sealed  with  our  seals  and  dated  the  day  of 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  tfcc. 
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The  condition  of  this  obligation  is,  that  whereas  the  above 
(A.  B.)  was  at  the  last  annual  town  meeting  of  the  township 
of  elected  (or  was  on  the  day  of 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  etc.,  duly  appointed  by  the  township 
committee  of  the  township  of  )  collector  of  taxes 

of  the   township   of  aforesaid,  now,  therefore,  if 

the  said  (A.  B.)  shall  faithfully  perforin  all  the  duties  enjoined 
on  him  as  the  collector  of  taxes  of  said  township,  then  the 
above  obligation  to  be  void,  otherwise  to  be  and  remain  in  full 
force  and  virtue. 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  the  \  ~-  J?*  )LS( 
presence  of  j  E  R  (ls) 

"Which  said  bond  shall  forthwith  be  delivered  to  the  clerk 
of  the  township. 

COMMISSIONERS    OF   APPEALS. 

"  An  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  townships,  desig- 
nating their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
Kev.,  p.  1196,  S.  19. 

That  every  *  *  *  *  commissioner  of  appeals  in  cases 
of  taxation  *  *  *  *  hereafter  elected  or  appointed  as 
aforesaid  shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the  execution  of  his 
office  and  within  six  days  after  notice  of  such  election  or  ap- 
pointment, take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation  before 
some  justice  of  the  peace  residing  in  or  near  the  said  township 
in  the     *     *     *     *     following  form,  to  wit : 

I,  ,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and 

swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  well  and  faithfully  execute  the 
trust  reposed  in  me,  and  perform  my  duty  as  a  commissioner 
of  appeals  in  cases  of  taxation  for  the  township  of  , 

in   the  county  of  ,  according  to   the   best  of  my 

knowledge  and  understanding  without  favor  or  partiality." 

We  have  made  a  single  section  of  the  oath  and  incidents  of 
qualification  of  commissioners  of  appeal  from  Kev.,  pages  1196- 
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and  1197,  see's.  19  and  20,  for  the  purpose  of  clearness  and 
simplification. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  every  person  elected  or 
appointed  as  a  commissioner  of  appeals  in  cases  of  taxation  in 
any  townships  in  this  State  shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the 
discharge  of  his  duties  and  within  six  days  after  notice  of  his 
election  or  appointment,  take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath 
or  affirmation  : 

Hsioners0af  Ap-      I,  ,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and 

peai  to  Qualify.  gwear(,or   affirm^  that  i  win  wen   an(}  faithfully   execute  the 

trust  reposed  in  me  and  perform  my  duty  as  a  commissioner 
of  ajmeals  in  cases  of  taxation  for  the  township  of  , 

in  the  county  of  ,  according  to   the   best  of  my 

knowledge  and  understanding  without  favor  or  partiality. 

And  every  such  officer  shall  within  six  days  after  the  taking 
and  subscribing  of  said  oath  or  affirmation  file  with  the  town- 
ship clerk  a  certificate  of  said  oath  or  affirmation  setting  forth 
the  date  of  the  taking  of  the  same  and  signed  by  the  officer 
administering  the  same. 

OVERSEER    OF   THE   POOR. 

"  An  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  townships,  desig- 
nating their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
Kev.,  p.  1196,  S.  19. 

That  every  *****  overseer  of  the  poor  *  * 
hereafter  elected  or  appointed  as  aforesaid  shall,  before  he  en- 
ters upon  the  execution  of  his  office  and  within  six  days  after 
notice  of  such  election  or  appointment,  take  and  subscribe  an 
oath  or  affirmation  before  some  justice  of  the  peace  residing  in 
or  near  the  said  township  in  the  *  *  *  *  following 
form,  to  wit : 

I,  ,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and 

swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  in  all  things  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  and  understanding,  well  and  faithfully  execute  the 
trust  reposed  in  me  as  an  overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  township 
of  ,  in  the  county  of 


"  A  supplement  to  '  An  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of 
townships,  designating  their  powers  and  regulating  their  meet- 
ings.' 

Approved  March  10,  1869. 

P.  L.,  1869,  p.  343,  S.  1. 

Rev.,  page  1200,  Sec.  38. 

That  when  any  person  shall  hereafter  be  elected  to  the 
office  of  overseer  of  the  poor  in  any  township  within  this  State 
he  shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  enter 
into  bonds  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  township,  in  their  corpor- 
ate name,  with  one  or  more  sufficient  surety  or  sureties,  wrho 
shall  be  a  freeholder  or  freeholders  and  resident  in  said  town- 
ship, to  be  approved  of  by  the  township  committee  of  said 
township,  and  in  such  sum  as  the  said  township  committee  shall 
direct,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance  of  all  the 
duties  of  said  office  of  overseer  of  the  poor  of  said  township 
according  to  law." 

We  have  made  two  sections  setting  forth  the  form  of  oath, 
the  requirements  and  form  of  a  bond  as  incidents  of  qualify- 
ing, gathered  from  the  foregoing  legislation  relating  to  over- 
seers of  the  poor  and  brought  them  together  to  simplify  the 
matter. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  any  person  elected  or 
appointed  as  overseer  of  the  poor  in  any  township  in  this  State 
shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties  and 
within  six  days  after  notice  of  his  election  or  appointment, 
take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath  or  affirmation  : 

I,  ,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and  Ho7p?orItoer 

swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  in  all  things  to  the  best  of  my  Quahfy- 
knowledge  and  understanding,  well  and  faithfully  execute  the 
trust  reposed  in  me  as  an  overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  township 
of  ,  in  the  county  of 

And  every  such  officer  shall  within  six  days  after  the  taking 
and  subscribing  of  said  oath  or  affirmation  file  with  the  town- 
ship clerk  a  certificate  of  said  oath  or  affirmation,  setting  forth 
the  date  of  the  taking  of  the  same  and  signed  by  the  officer 
administering  the  same. 
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Sec.  IS.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  addition  to  making 
and  subscribing  the  said  oath  or  affirmation  every  such  overseer 
of  the  poor  shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the  duties  of  his  office, 
enter  into  bonds  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  township,  in  their 
corporate  name,  with  one  or  more  sufficient  surety  or  sureties, 
To  give  bond.  w^0  g])aj^  ^Q  a  freehold  or  freeholders  and  resident  in  said 
township,  to  be  approved  of  by  the  township  committee  of 
said  township,  and  in  such  sum  as  the  said  township  committee 
shall  direct,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance  of  all  the 
duties  of  said  office  of  overseer  of  the  poor  of  said  township 
according  to  law,  which  said  bond  shall  forthwith  be  delivered 
to  the  clerk  of  the  township. 

CONSTABLES. 

"  An  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  townships,  desig- 
nating their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings. 

Approved  April  14,  1S46. 
Rev.,  p.  1190,  S.  19. 

That  every  *  *  *  *  and  constables  hereafter  elected 
or  appointed  as  aforesaid  shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the  ex- 
ecution of  his  office  and  within  six  days  after  notice  of  such 
election  or  appointment,  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affirma- 
tion before  some  justice  of  the  peace  residing  in  or  near  the 
said  township  in  the     *     *     *     words  following,  to  wit : 

I  ,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and 

swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  well  and  truly  serve  the  State  of 
New  Jersey  in  the  office  of  constable  for  the  township  of 

,  in  the  county  of  ;  that  I   will  honestly 

and  impartially  summon,  empannel  and  return  good  and  lawful 
men  for  juries,  able  and  sufficient  and  not  suspected  or  pro- 
cured, as  is  or  shall  be  directed  by  law  ;  that  I  will  to  the  ut- 
most of  my  power  faithfully  and  without  delay  execute  all 
writs,  precepts,  processes,  warrants  and  executions  to  me  di- 
rected, and  which  shall  come  to  my  hands  and  truly  return 
the  same ;  that  in  the  exercise  of  my  office  I  will  do  no  wrong 
to  anv,  but  will  do  right  to  all,  and  take  none  but  lawful  fees  ; 
that  I  will  truly,  diligently  and  honestly,  without  fraud,  deceit, 


oppression,  favor  or  partiality  do,  execute  and  perform  all 
services,  acts  and  duties  of  my  said  office  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge,  judgment  and  ability." 

"An  act  respecting  constables. 

Approved  April  16,  1846. 
.Rev.,  p.  148,  S.  1. 

That  every  person  who  shall  be  elected  or  appointed  to  the 
office  of  constable  in  any  of  the  townships  of  this  State  shall, 
before  he  enters  upon  the  execution  of  his  office,  repair  to  the 
township  committee  and  thereupon  enter  into  a  bond  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  township,  in  their  corporate  name  and  ca- 
pacity, with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  be  approved  of  by  the 
said  committee  in  such  sum  as  the  said  committee  shall  direct, 
conditioned  for  the  true  and  faithful  performance  of  all  the 
duties  of  his  said  office  as  constable  in  the  following  or  like 
form  : 

'Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  A.  B.,  C.  D.  and 
E.  F.j  all  of  the  township  of  ,  in  the  county  of 

,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  are  held  and  firmly 
bound  unto  the  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  ,  in 

the  county   of  ,  in   the   sum   of  dollars, 

money  of  the  United  States,  to  be  paid  to  the  said  inhabitants 
of  the  township  of  ,  in  the  county  of  , 

their  successors  or  assigns,  to  which  payment  well  and  truly  to 
be  made,  we  bind  ourselves  and  each  of  us  for  himself  in  the 
whole,  our  and  every  of  our  heirs,  executors  and  administra- 
tors, firmly  by  these  presents. 

Sealed  with  our  seals,  and  dated  the  day  of 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  &c. 

The  condition  of  this  obligation  is,  that  whereas  the  above 
bound  A.  B.  was  at  the  last  annual  town  meeting  of  the  town- 
ship of  ,  elected  a  constable  of  said  township, 
now,  therefore,  if  the  said  A.  B.  shall  truly  and  faithfully  per- 
form all  the  duties  enjoined  on  him  as  constable  of  said  town- 
ship, then  the  above  obligation  to  be  void,  otherwise  to  be  and 
remain  in  full  force  and  virtue. 
Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  )  A.  B.  (ls) 

V  C.  D.  (ls) 
the  presence  of         j  E.  F.  (ls),  " 
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We  have  incorporated  the  constable's  oath  in  a  single  sec- 
tion, and  added  the  incidents  of  qualifying  as  provided  in  Rev., 
p.  1197,  Sees.  19  and  20.  The  form  of  the  bond  is  constituted 
a  section  by  itself  in  the  form  provided  by  Rev.,  p.  148,  S.  1, 
with  the  additional  requirement  that  it  shall  be  forthwith  filed 
with  the  township  clerk,  in  accord  with  the  spirit  of  all  other 
acts  requiring  oaths  and  other  evidences  of  qualification  to  be 
so  filed. 

Sec.  19.     And   be  it  enacted,  That  any  person  elected  or 

How         appointed  as  a  constable  in  any  township  in  this  State  shall, 

°QSuaiifySt°  before  he  enters  upon   the  discharge  of  his  duties  and   within 

six  days  after  notice  of  his  election  or  appointment,  take  and 

subscribe  the  following  oath  or  affirmation  : 

I,  ,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and 

swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  well  and  truly  serve  the  State  of 
oath.        Xew  Jersey  in  the  office  of  constable  for  the  township  of 

,  in  the  county  of  ;  that  I   will  honestly 

and  impartially  summon,  empannel  and  return  good  and  lawful 
men  for  juries,  able  and  sufficient  and  not  suspected  or  pro- 
cured, as  is  or  shall  be  directed  by  law ;  that  I  will  to  the  ut- 
most of  my  power,  faithfully  and  without  delay,  execute  all 
writs,  precepts,  processes,  warrants  and  executions  to  me  di- 
rected, and  which  shall  come  to  my  hands  and  truly  return  the 
same  ;  that  in  the  exercise  of  my  office  I  will  do  no  wrong  to 
any,  but  will  do  right  to  all,  and  take  none  but  lawful  fees; 
that  I  will  truly,  diligently  and  honestly,  without  fraud,  deceit, 
oppression,  favor  or  partiality  do^  execute  and  perform  all 
services,  acts  and  duties  of  my  said  office  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge,  judgment  and  ability. 

And  every  sucli  officer  shall  within  six  days  after  the  taking 
and  subscribing  of  said  oath  or  affirmation  file  with  the  town- 
ship clerk  a  certificate  of  said  oath  or  affirmation,  setting  forth 
the  date  of  the  taking  of  the  same  and  signed  by  the  officer 
administering  the  same. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  addition  to  making 
and  subscribing  the  oath  or  affirmation  required  in  the  fore- 
going section,  every  such  constable  shall,  before  he  enters  upon 
the  execution  of  his  office,  and  within  thirty  days,  enter  into  a 
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bond  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  township,  in  their  corporate 
name,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  be  approved  of  by  the  said 
committee,  in  such  sum  as  the  said  committee  shall  direct, 
conditioned  for  the  true  and  faithful  performance  of  all  the 
duties  of  his  said  office  as  constable  in  the  following  or  like 
form  : 

"  Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  A.  B.,  C.  D.  and 
E.  F.,  all  of  the  township  of  ,  in  the  county  of 

,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  are  held  and  firmly 
bound  unto  the  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  ,  in       Bond 

the   county    of  ,  in   the   sum  of  dollars, 

money  of  the  United  States,  to  be  paid  to  the  said  inhabitants 
of  the  township  of  ,  in  the  county  of  , 

their  successors  or  assigns,  to  which  payment  well  and  truly  to 
be  made,  we  bind  ourselves  and  each  of  us  for  himself  in  the 
whole,  our  and  every  of  our  heirs,  executors  and  administra- 
tors, firmly  by  these  presents. 

Sealed  with  our  seals,  and  dated  the  clay  of 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  &c. 

The  condition  of  this  obligation  is,  that  whereas  the  above 
A.  B.  was  at  the  last  annual  town  meeting  of  the  township  of 
,  elected  a  constable  of  said  township ;  now, 
therefore,  if  the  said  A.  B.  shall  truly  and  faithfully  perform 
all  the  duties  enjoined  on  him  as  a  constable  of  said  township, 
then  the  above  obligation  to  be  void,  otherwise  to  be  and  re- 
main in  full  force  and  virtue." 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  f  ",'  *z'  >LS< 
a,  *  VCD.  (ls) 

the  presence  of  l  E    F    (ls^ 

Which  said  bond  shall  be  forthwith  delivered  to  the  clerk  of 
the  township. 

SURVEYORS    OF   THE    HIGHWAYS. 

"  An  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  townships,  desig- 
nating their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
Kev.,  p.  1196,  S.  19. 


82 

That  every  *  *  *  surveyor  of  the  highways  *  *  * 
*  *  *  hereafter  elected  or  appointed  as  aforesaid  shall,  be- 
fore he  enters  upon  the  execution  of  his  office  and  within  six 
days  after  notice  of  such  election  or  appointment,  take  and 
subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation  before  some  justice  of  the 
peace  residing  in  or  near  the  said  township  in  the  *  *  * 
following  form,  to  wit : 

"  I,  ,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and 

swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  in  all  things  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  and  understanding,  well,  justly  and  faithfully  ex- 
ecute the  office  of  a  surveyor  of  the  highways  without  favor  or 
partiality." 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 

Rev.,  p.  1197,  S.  20. 

'k  That  every  justice  of  the  peace,  before  whom  such  oath 
or  affirmation  shall  be  taken  and  subscribed,  shall,  without 
fee  or  reward,  certify,  under  the  said  writing,  the  day  and 
year  when  such  oath  or  affirmation  was  taken,  and  subscribe  his 
name  thereto  and  then  deliver  the  said  certificate  to  the  officer 
taking  such  oath  or  affirmation,  who  shall,  within  six  days 
thereafter,  transmit  or  deliver  such  certificate  to  the  clerk  of 
the  township  for  which  such  officer  was  elected  or  appointed, 
who  shall  file  every  such  oath  or  affirmation,  except  that  of 
surveyors  of  the  highways ;  and  the  said  clerk  shall,  within 
twenty  days  after  every  election  for  the  surveyors  of  the  high- 
ways, transmit  to  the  clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of 
the  county,  to  be  by  him  filed,  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  such 
surveyor  or  surveyors,  as  may  have  been  presented  to  him 
within  the  time  prescribed  by  law,  a  copy  of  which  oath  or 
affirmation  shall  be  first  filed  by  the  said  town  clerk,  and 
remain  of  record  in  his  office." 

The  only  existing  legal  provision  for  the  manner  in  which 
surveyors  of  highways  shall  qualify  is  that  in  Rev.,  p.  1196 
and  1197,  Sees.  19  and  20,  which  is  included  in  the  following 
proposed  section,  including  the  addition  that  the  surveyors  of 
the  highways  themselves,  and  not  the  township  clerk,  shall  file 
a  copy  of  the  prescribed  oath  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas. 
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Sec.  21.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  every  person  elected  or 
appointed  as  a  surveyor  of  the  highways  in   any  township  in 
this   State  shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the  discharge  of  his  alYn^l?^ 
duties  and  within  six  days  after  notice  of  his  election  or  ap-    t0  Quftlify- 
pointnient,  take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath  or  affirma- 
mation  : 

I,  ,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and 

swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  in  all  things  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  and  understanding  well,  justly  and  faithfully  exe- 
cute the  office  of  a  surveyor  of  highways  without  favor  or 
partiality. 

And  every  such  officer  shall  within  twenty  days  after  taking 
and  subscribing  said  oath  or  affirmation  file  with  the  clerk  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  county  in  which  he  shall 
reside  a  certificate  of  said  oath  or  affirmation,  setting  forth  the 
date  of  taking  the  same  and  signed  by  the  officer  admin- 
istering the  same  ;  and  he  shall  also  file  within  the  said  time  a 
copy  of  said  oath  or  affirmation  so  certified  with  the  clerk  of 
the  township  in  which  he  shall  have  been  elected  or  appointed. 

"  An  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  townships,  desig- 
nating their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
Kev.,  p.  1196,  S.  19. 


That  every  clerk  of  the  township,  surveyor  of  the  highways, 
assessor,  commissioner  of  appeals  in  cases  of  taxation,  overseer 
of  the  poor  and  constable  hereafter  elected  or  appointed  as 
aforesaid  shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the  execution  of  his 
office  *******  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or 
affirmation  before  some  justice  of  the  peace  residing  in  or  near 
the  said  township     *     *     *." 

"  An  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  townships,  desig- 
nating their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
Kev.,  p.  1197,  S.  20. 
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That  every  justice  of  the  peace  before  whom  such  oath  or 
affirmation  shall  be  taken  shall,  without  fee  or  reward,  certify 
under  the  said  writing  the  day  and  year  when  such  oath  or 
affirmation  was  taken  and  subscribe  his  name  thereto  and  then 
deliver  the  said  certificate  to  the  said  officer  taking  such  oath 
or  affirmation     *     *     *     *." 

"  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled,  '  An  act  incorporating 
the  inhabitants  of  townships,  designating  their  powers  and 
regulating  their  meetings.'  Approved  April  fourteenth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six. 

Approved  Feb.  11,  1852. 
P.  L.,  1S52,  p.  22. 
Eev.,  p.  1199,  S.  33. 

That  the  clerk  of  any  township  or  ward  in  this  State  shall 
have  power  to  take  the  official  oath  or  affirmation  of  any  town- 
ship or  ward  officer,  duly  elected  or  appointed  in  their  respec- 
tive districts,  now  required  to  be  taken  and  subscribed  before 
some  justice  of  the  peace  ;  and  shall  give  the  like  certificate 
thereof,  and  deliver  the  same  to  such  officer  as  is  required  by 
law,  which  shall  have  the  like  effect  as  if  taken  before  and 
made  by  such  justice,  and  that  without  fee  or  reward." 

"  An  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  townships,  desig- 
nating their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings. 

Approved  April  14, 1846. 
Kev.,  p.  1198,  S.  21. 

That  if  any  clerk,  surveyor,  assessor,  commissioner  of  ap- 
peals, overseer  of  the  poor  or  constable  shall  not  take  and  sub- 
scribe such  oath  or  affirmation  as  aforesaid  or  shall  not  trans- 
mit or  deliver  the  same  to  the  clerk  as  aforesaid,  within  the 
time  hereby  limited,  or  if  any  officer  elected  or  appointed  as 
aforesaid,  shall  not  give  such  security  as  is  or  shall  be  by  law 
required,  within  the  time  for  that  purpose  limited,  then  and 
in  every  6uch  case  such  neglect  shall  be  deemed  a  refusal  to 
serve  in  such  office     *     *     *." 
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"  An  act  enabling  township  clerks  to  take  affidavits  in  town- 
ship business. 

Approved  April  14,  1891. 
P.  L.,  1891,  p.  415. 

That  hereafter  it  may  and  shall  be  lawful  for  the  township 
clerks  of  the  several  townships  in  this  State  to  take  affidavits 
in  all  cases  concerning  township  business." 

One  section  is  recommended  as  a  substitute  for  Rev.,  p. 
1197,  Sees.  20  and  21,  Rev.,  p.  1199,  S.  33,  P.  L ,  1SS9,  p. 
261,  and  P.  L.,  1891,  p.  415,  designating  the  persons  before 
whom  an  official  oath  or  affirmation  may  be  taken  by  persons 
elected  or  appointed  to  a  township  office  and  required  to  make 
oath  or  affirmation.  The  same  section  provides  that  a  failure 
to  qualify  is  equivalent  to  a  refusal  to  serve.  We  have  also 
so  changed  the  existing  law  as  to  give  persons  elected  or  ap- 
pointed the  privilege  to  make  the  required  oath  or  affirmation 
before  any  person  authorized  by  law  to  administer  an  oath  or 
affirmation. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  township  officers 
elected  or  appointed  in  any  township  in  this  State  who  are 
required  by  law  to  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation 
before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  office  shall  take  and 
subscribe  their  several  oaths  or  affirmations  before  the 
township  clerk,  who  is  hereby  authorized  to  take  the  same,  or 
any  other  person  authorized  by  the  laws  of  this  State  to  ad- 
minister  oaths   and  affirmations ;   and  if   any   such  officer  or 

.  •  ,  Before  whom 

officers  shall  not  take  or  subscribe  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  to  take  oaths, 
office  required  by  this  act  within  the  time  prescribed  by  this 
act  and  shall  not  file  a  certificate  of  the  same  with  the  town- 
ship clerk  within  the  time  required  by  this  act,  such  neglect 
shall  be  deemed  and  taken  as  a  refusal  to  serve  in  said  office ; 
and  if  any  officer  or  officers  of  any  township  in  this  State,  who 
are  required  by  this  act  to  enter  into  bond  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  township  with  sufficient  sureties  for  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  their  duties,  shall  fail  to  execute  and  deliver  such 
bond  within  the  time  limited  by  this  act,  such  neglect  shall  be 
deemed  a  refusal  to  serve  in  such  office. 
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DISPOSITION    OF    THE    EVIDENCES    OF    QUALIFICATION. 

"An  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  townships,  desig- 
nating their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
Rev.,  p.  1197,  S.  20. 

That  any  justice  of  the  peace  before  whom  such  oath  or 
affirmation  shall  be  taken  shall  *  *  *  *  certify  under 
the  said  writing  the  day  and  year  when  such  oath  or  affirma- 
tion was  taken,  and  subscribe  his  name  thereto  and  deliver  the 
said  certificate  *  *  to  the  officer  taking  such  oath  or  affir- 
mation, who  shall  deliver  such  certificate  to  the  clerk  of  the 
township  for  which  such  officer  was  elected  or  appointed,  who 
shall  file  every  such  oath  or  affirmation,  except  that  of  survey- 
ors of  the  highways  ;  and  the  said  clerk  shall  within  twenty 
days  after  every  election  for  the  surveyors  of  the  highways 
transmit  to  the  clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the 
county,  to  be  filed,  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  such  surveyor  or 
surveyors  as  may  have  been  presented  to  him  within  the  time 
prescribed  by  law,  a  copy  of  which  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be 
first  filed  by  the  said  town  clerk  and  remain  of  record  in  his 
office." 

"  An  act  respecting  constables. 

Approved  April  16,  1846. 
Rev.,  p.  148,  S.  1. 

That  every  person  who  shall  be  elected  or  appointed  to  the 
office  of  constable  ******  shall,  before  he  en- 
ters upon  the  execution  of  his  office  *  *  *  *  enter  into 
a  bond  *  *  *  which  bond  shall  be  delivered  to  the  clerk 
of  the  township,  who  is  hereby  directed  and  required  to  record 
and  file  the  same  in  his  office." 

"  An  act  relative  to  the  election  of  constables. 

Approved  March  12,  1880. 
P.  L.,  1880,  p.  291,  S.  3. 
S.  Rev.,  p.  130,  S.  4. 
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That  constables  shall  be  required  to  renew  their  bonds  an- 
nually, and  if  they  shall  neglect  or  refuse  so  to  do  within  thirty 
days  after  the  expiration  of  each  yearly  term,  the  position  shall 
become  vacant,  and  such  vacancy  shall  be  filled  as  provided  by 
law." 

11  An  act  in  relation  to  official  bonds. 

Approved  February  5,  1881. 
P.  L.,  1881,  p.  15,  S.  1. 
S.  Rev.,  p.  508,  S.  12. 

That  if  the  execution  of  the  official  bond  of  any  officer  of 
any  county,  city,  incorporated  town,  village,  borough  or  other 
municipality,  or  of  any  township  in  this  State,  shall  be  duly 
acknowledged  and  proven  in  the  manner  provided  by  law  for 
taking  the  acknowledgments  and  proof  of  deeds,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  clerk  of  the  county  wherein  such  officer  resides 
to  record  such  bond  with  the  acknowledgment  and  proof  of 
the  execution  of  the  same  in  a  book  labelled  '  public  officers' 
bonds,'  which  book  shall  be  provided  by  him  at  the  expense  of 
the  county,  and  shall  be  indexed  in  the  names  of  the  officers 
and  their  sureties  and  of  the  corporation  to  which  the  bonds 
are  respectively  given     *     *     *." 

"  An  act  concerning  bonds  given  by  municipal  officers  or 
employees  for  the  performance  of  official  duty. 

Approved  April  14,  1891. 
P.  L.,  1891,  p.  Ill,  S.  1. 

That  hereafter  all  bonds  now  or  hereafter  required  to  be 
given  by  any  municipal  officer  or  employee  for  the  proper  per- 
formance of  official  duty,  whether  given  directly  to  a  munici- 
pality or  to  some  officer  or  department  thereof,  shall  be  re- 
corded in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  county  in  which  any 
such  municipality  may  be  situated,  provided  that  the  govern- 
ing body  of  such  municipality  shall  so  direct     *     *     *." 

Under  this  head  two  sections  have  been  framed  covering  the 
matters  contained  in  the  laws  above  set  out :  Rev.,  p.  1197, 
S.  20;  S.  Rev.,  p.  130,  S.  1;  Rev.,  p.  118,  S.  1,  and  P.  L.,  1891, 
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p.  411,  S.  1.  The  act,  P.  L.,  1881,  p.  15,  S.  1,  (S.  Rev.,  p. 
508,  S.  12,)  while  it  applies  in  terms  to  townships,  has  been 
passed  as  inoperative,  because  there  is  no  statutory  require- 
ment that  bonds  of  township  officers  shall  be  acknowledged  as 
proofs  of  deeds  are  required  to  be  acknowledged.  Following 
the  spirit  of  the  act  of  1880,  p.  291,  (S.  Rev.,  p.  130,  S.  4,)  re- 
quiring the  annual  renewal  of  constables'  bond,  we  have  made 
a  general  provision  requiring  all  officers  elected  for  a  term  of 
more  than  one  year  to  annually  renew  their  bonds.  The  col- 
lector, who  is  now  elected  for  a  term  of  three  years,  comes 
under  that  category,  but  the  act  extending  the  term  of  office  to 
three  years  (P.  L.,  1891,  p.  87,)  makes  no  provision  for  the  an- 
nual renewal  of  such  official  bond. 

Sec.  23.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  township  clerks  of 
the  several  townships  of  this  State  shall  file  in  their  respective 
offices  the  certificate  of  the  oaths  and  affirmations  of  office 
transmitted  and  delivered  to  them  by  the  several  officers  of 
said  townships  required  by  this  act  to  be  filed  with  the  town- 
ship clerk  ;  the  copies  of  the  certificates  of  the  oaths  and  affir- 
mations of  office  of  the  surveyors  of  the  highways  required  by 
this  act  to  be  so  filed  ;  and  the  said  township  clerks  are  also  re- 
quired to  file  and  record  the  bonds  of  the  several  officers  deliv- 
ered and  transmitted  to  them  as  directed  by  the  provisions  of 
Disposition  of  this  act,  where  said  bonds  shall  remain  of  record  :  and  if  the 

Qualifications  ' 

of  officers'13  township  committee  of  any  township  shall  so  direct  the  said 
bonds,  and  all  other  bonds  of  township  officials  elected  or  ap- 
pointed, shall  be  acknowledged  as  proofs  of  deeds  are  required 
to  be  acknowledged,  which  bonds  so  acknowledged  together 
with  the  acknowledgment  and  proof  of  the  execution  of  the 
same  shall  be  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  ti:e  county 
in  which  such  township  is  situate  in  a  book  labelled  "  Public 
Officers'  Bonds,"  which  book  shall  be  provided  by  him  at  the 
expense  of  the  county,  and  shall  be  indexed  in  the  names  of 
the  officers  and  their  sureties  and  of  the  corporation  to  which 
the  bonds  are  respectively  given. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  township  officers  who 
are  required  by  this  act  to  enter  into  bond  with  sureties  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  their  duties  and  whose  term  of  office 
exceeds  one  year,  shall  within  thirty  days  after  the  expiration 
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of  each  year  of  their  term  of  office  renew  their  bonds,  and 
shall  file  the  same  forthwith  with  the  township  clerk  ;  and  if 
any  such  officer  or  officers  shall  neglect  or  refuse  so  to  do  with- 
in the  time  hereby  limited,  such  office  or  offices  shall  become 
vacant  and  shall  be  filled  as  vacancies  in  township  offices  are 
directed  by  the  provisions  of  this  act  to  be  filled. 


What  Constitutes  a  Vacancy  in  Office. 

"  An  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  townships  designa- 
ting their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
Kev.,  p.  1195,  S.  13. 

That  if  any  township  shall  neglect  at  their  annual  town 
meeting  to  choose  any  of  the  officers  directed  by  law  to  be 
chosen,  or  if  any  of  the  officers  so  chosen  in  any  township  shall 
refuse  to  serve  or  die,  or  remove  out  of  the  said  township  or 
become  incapable  of  serving  before  the  next  annual  meeting, 
then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  persons  qualified  to  vote  at  town 
meetings  to  assemble  from  to  time  to  time  and  hold  town  meet- 
ings for  the  purpose  of  supplying  such  vacancies." 

"  An  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  townships  designa- 
ting their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
Eev.  p.  1198,  S.  21. 

That  if  any  clerk,  surveyor,  assessor,  commissioner  of  appeals, 
overseer  of  the  poor  or  constable  shall  not  take  and  subscribe 
such  oath  or  affirmation  as  aforesaid,  or  shall  not  transmit  or 
deliver  the  same  to  the  clerk  as  aforesaid  within  the  time  here- 
by limited,  or  if  any  officer  elected  or  appointed  as  aforesaid, 
shall  not  give  such  security  as  is  or  shall  be  by  law  required 
within  the  time  for  that  purpose  limited  then  and  in  every 
such  case  such  neglect  shall  be  deemed  a  refusal  to  serve, 
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"  An  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  townships,  desig- 
nating their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
Rev.  p.  1198,  S.  25. 

That  when  any  person  shall  hereafter  be  elected  to  the  office 
of  collector  in  any  township  within  this  state,  he  shall  before 
he  enters  upon  the  duties  of  said  office,  enter  into  bond  to  the 
inhabitants  of  said  township,  in  their  corporate  name,  with  one 
or  more  sufficient  surety  or  sureties,  being  a  freeholder  or  free- 
holders, and  resident  in  said  township,  to  be  approved  of  by 
the  township  committee  of  said  township,  and  in  such  sum  as 
the  said  township  committee  shall  direct,  conditioned  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  all  the  duties  of  said  office  of  collector 
of  said  township,  according  to  law." 

"  An  act  to  regulate  term  of  office  in  municipalities. 

Approved  March  12,  1880. 
P.  L.,  1880,  p.  309. 

That  whenever  any  officer  of  any  municipal  government  in 
this  state  shall  remove  from  any  such  municipality,  and  shal* 
no  longer  be  a  bonafide  resident  therein,  such  removal,  and 
non-residence  shall  constitute  a  vacancy  in  the  office  held  by 
such  non-resident,  and  such  municipality  by  its  lawfully  con- 
stituted authority  shall  immediately  proceed  to  fill  such  vacancy 
in  the  manner  and  form  prescribed  by  law  for  the  filling  of 
such  vacancies,  but  this  act  shall  not  apply  to  the  removal  of 
any  such  officer  from  one  ward  to  another  ward  of  any  such 
municipality  unless"  otherwise  provided  by  any  special  charter 
of  any  city  in  this  state." 

"  A  supplement  to  '  An  act  to  regulate  the  term  of  office  in 
municipalities/  approved  March  twelfth,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty. 

Approved  March  10,  1 882. 
P.  L.,  1882,  p.  85. 
S.  Rev.  p.  506,  S.  4. 
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That  section  one  of  '  An  act  to  regulate  term  of  office  in 
municipalities,'  to  which  this  act  is  a  supplement,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows,  viz :  1.  Be 
it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  That  whenever  any  officer  of  any  municipal  gov- 
ernment in  this  state  shall  remove  from  any  such  municipality 
and  shall  no  longer  be  a  bona  fide  resident  therein,  or  when- 
ever the  resignation  of  such  officer  shall  have  been  accepted  by 
the  authority  competent  to  appoint  his  successor,  such  removal 
and  non-residence  or  such  resignation  shall  constitute  a  vacancy 
in  the  office  held  by  such  non-resident  or  person  who  shall  have 
resigned,  and  from  the  time  of  such  removal  or  resignation 
such  officer  shall  not  exercise  any  of  the  duties  of  the  office  so 
made  vacant." 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled,  'An  act  incorporat- 
ing the  inhabitants  of  townships  designating  their  powers  and 
regulating  their  meetings,'  approved  April  fourteenth  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  forty-six,  (Revision  of  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy -seven  page  1195). 

Approved  April  25,  1884. 
P.  L.,  1884  p.  266. 
S.  Rev.  p.  1030,  S.  1. 

That  section  thirteen  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement 
be  amended  to  read  as  follows : 

(13.)  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  township  shall  neglect 
at  their  annual  town  meeting  to  choose  any  of  the  officers  di- 
rected by  law  to  be  chosen,  or  if  any  of  the  officers  so  chosen 
in  any  township  shall  refuse  to  serve,  or  shall  tender  to  the 
township  committee  his  resignation  of  such  office,  or  shall  die, 
or  remove  out  of  the  said  township  or  become  incapable  of 
serving  before  the  next  annual  meeting,  then  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  said  township  committee  to  accept  such  resignation  or  to 
declare  such  office  vacant  or  both :    *     *     *     *     *     *     *     ." 

"  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  incorporating  the 
inhabitants  of  townships,  designating  their  powers  and  regula- 
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ting  their   meetings,'   (Revision),   approved  April  fourteenth, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six. 

Approved  April  1,  2  887. 
P.  L.,  18S7,  p.  131. 

That  section  number  twenty-five  of  the  act  entitled,  '  An 
act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  townships,  designating 
their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings '  (Revision),  ap- 
proved April  fourteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-six,  be  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

(25.)  And  be  it  enacted,  That  when  any  person  shall  hereafter 
be  elected  to  the  office  of  collector  in  any  township  within  this 
State  he  shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the  duties  of  said  office, 
enter  into  bond  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  township,  in  their 
corporate  name,  with  one  or  more  sufficient  surety  or  sureties, 
being  a  freeholder  or  freeholders,  and  resident  within  the 
county  in  which  said  township  is  situate,  to  be  approved  of  by 
the  township  committee  of  said  township,  and  in  such  sum  as 
the  said  township  committee  shall  direct,  conditioned  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  all  the  duties  of  said  office  of  collector 
of  said  township,  according  to  law." 

The  last  foregoing  act  has  been  set  out  because  of  the  rela- 
tion the  amendment  of  it  approved  March  25, 1889  (P.  L.  1889, 
p.  93),  and  the  supplement  to  it  approved  April  11,  1S89  (P. 
L.  18S9,  p.  261,)  bear  to  it. 

"  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  '  An  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  townships, 
designating  their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings'  (Re- 
vision), approved  April  fourteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-six,  and  which  said  amendment  was  approved  April 
first,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eightv-seven. 

Approved  March  25,  1SS9. 
P.  L.,  18S9,  p.  93. 

That  section  number  twenty-five  of  the  act  entitled  '  An  act 
incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  townships,  designating  their 
powers  and  regulating   their   meetings'    (Revision)  approved 
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April  fourteenth  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six  as 
amended  by  said  act  approved  April  first,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty  seven,  and  which  reads  as  follows : 

That  when  any  person  shall  hereafter  be  elected  to  the  office 
of  collector  in  any  township  within  this  state,  he  shall  before 
he  enters  upon  the  duties  of  said  office,  enter  into  bond  to  the 
inhabitants  of  said  township,  in  their  corporate  name,  with  one 
or  more  sufficient  surety  or  sureties  being  a  freeholder  or  free- 
holders and  resident  within  the  county  in  which  said  township 
is  situate,  to  be  approved  of  by  the  township  committee  of  said 
township,  and  in  such  sum  as  said  township  committee  shall 
direct,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance  of  all  the  duties 
of  said  office  of  collector  of  said  township  according  to  law,  be 
amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

That  when  any  person  shall  hereafter  be  elected  or  appointed 
to  the  office  of  collector  in  any  township  within  this  state,  he 
shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the  duties  of  said  office  and  within 
thirty  days  after  notice  given  of  such  election  or  appointment, 
enter  into  bond  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  township,  in  their 
corporate  name,  with  one  or  more  sufficient  surety  or  sureties, 
being  a  freeholder  or  freeholders  and  resident  within  the 
county  in  which  said  township  is  situate,  to  be  approved  by  the 
township  committee  of  said  township,  in  such  sum  as  the  said 
township  committee  shall  direct,  conditioned  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  all  the  duties  of  said  office  of  collector  of  &aid 
township  acco'ding  to  law." 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  incorpo- 
rating the  inhabitants  of  townships,  designating  their  powers 
and  regulating  their  meetings,'  approved  April  fourteenth  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six. 

Approved  April  11,  1889. 
P.  L.,  1889,  p.  261. 

That  every  person  elected  as  a  member  of  the  township  com- 
mittee in  any  township  shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties,  and  within  six  days  after  notice  of  his 
election  or  appointment,  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affirma- 
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tion  before  the  township  clerk,  or  some  other  person  author- 
ized under  the  laws  of  this  state  to  administer  oaths  or  affirma- 
tions, that  he  will,  to  the  best  of  his  ability  and  understanding 
faithfully  justly  and  impartially  perform  the  duties  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  township  committee  of  such  township ;  and  the  cer- 
tificate of  such  oath  or  affirmation  shall,  within  six  days  there- 
after, be  delivered  to  the  clerk  of  the  said  township,  who  shall 
file  the  same  in  his  office  ;  and  if  such  person  shall  not  take  and 
subscribe  the  said  oath  or  affirmation  as  aforesaid  ;  or  shall 
not  transmit  or  deliver  the  same  to  the  township  clerk  as  afore- 
said, within  the  time  hereby  limited,  such  neglect  shall  be 
deemed  and  taken  as  a  refusal  to  serve  in  the  said  office." 

The  provisions  of  Rev.  p.  1195,  S.  13  ;  Rev.  p.  1198,  S.  21; 
Rev.  p.  1198,  S.  25  ;  the  act  approved  March  12,  1880  (P.  L., 
1880,  p.  309) ;  the  act  approved  March  10, 1882  (P.  L.  1882,  p. 
85);  the  act  approved  April  25,  1884  (P.  L.  1884;  p.  266);  the 
act  approved  April  1,  1887  (P.  L.  1887,  131);  the  act  approved 
March  25,  1889  (P.  L.  1889,  p.  92),  and  the  act  approved  April 
11,  1889,  (P.  L.  1889,  p.  261),  have  been  consolidated  into  one 
section,  to  which  has  been  added,  in  order  that  there  may  be  a 
record  of  vacancies  in  township  offices,  a  requirement  that 
there  shall  be  a  formal  declaration  of  such  vacancies,  and  that 
such  declaration  shall  be  recorded  in  the  town  book. 

Sec.  25.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  in  any  township 
of  this  state  the  inhabitants  of  such  township  shall  neglect  at 
their  annual  township  election  to  choose  any  of  the  officers 

What  Consti- 

fetes  a  vacancy  directed  bv  this  act  to  be  chosen,  or  if  any  officer  so  chosen 

in  Office.  J  J 

shall  refuse  to  serve  or  fail  to  qualify  as  required  by  this  act, 
or  shall  tender  his  resignation  of  such  office,  or  shall  die,  or  re- 
move out  of  the  said  township,  and  shall  no  longer  be  a  bona 
fide  resident  therein,  or  become  incapable  of  serving  before  the 
next  annual  township  election,  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
township  committee  to  accept  such  resignation,  or  to  declare 
such  office  vacant,  or  both;  which  declaration  together  with 
the  reason  or  reasons  for  the  same  shall  be  recorded  by  the 
township  clerk  in  the  town  book  ;  and  from  the  time  of  such 
removal  or  resignation  such  officer  shall  not  exercise  any  of  the 
duties  of  the  office  so  made  vacant. 
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HOW    VACANCIES    TO    BE    FILLED. 


(i  An  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  township,  desig- 
nating their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings. 

Approved  April  14,  1S46. 
Rev.  p.  1195,  S.  13. 

That  if  any  township  shall  neglect  at  their  animal  town 
meeting  to  choose  any  of  the  officers  directed  by  law  to  be 
chosen,  or  if  any  of  the  officers  so  chosen  in  any  township, 
shall  refuse  to  serve,  or  die,  or  remove  out  of  the  said  town- 
ship, or  become  incapable  of  serving  before  the  next  annual 
meeting,  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  persons  qualified  to 
vote  at  town  meetings  to  assemble  together,  from  time  to  time, 
and  hold  town  meetings  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  such  va- 
cancies, and  in  case  of  neglect  of  the  electors  for  fifteen  days 
after  such  omission  to  choose,  or  after  the  death,  refusal  to 
serve,  or  inability  of  any  township  officer,  the  township  com- 
mittee, shall,  by  writing  under  their  hands  and  seals,  appoint  a 
person  to  fill  such  vacancy  until  the  next  annual  town  meeting." 

"  An  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  township,  designa- 
ting their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings. 

Approved  April  14,  1S46. 
Rev.  p.  1196,  S.  15. 

That  when  it  shall  be  necessary  in  the  opinion  of  the  town- 
ship committee  to  hold  a  town  meeting  for  any  of  the  purposes 
specified  in  this  or  any  other  act,  at  any  time  between  the  an- 
nual meetings,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  such  town- 
ship to  give  notice  thereof  -  *  -  mentioning  the  time, 
place  and  object  or  purpose  of  such  meeting." 

"  An  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  townships,  desig- 
nating their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings. 

Approved  April  14,  1S46. 
Rev.  p.  1196,  S.  18. 

That  if  the  appointment  to  office  is  made  by  the  township 
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committee  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law,  then  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  said  committee  to  give  personal  notice  to,  or 
cause  notice  in  writing  to  be  left  at  the  place  of  abode  of  the 
person  so  appointed  of  such  his  appointment  within  five  days 
after  the  same,  and  also  within  the  said  time  to  transmit  an  ac- 
count of  such  appointments  to  the  clerk  of  the  said  court  of 
common  pleas." 

"  An  act  to  authorize  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  town- 
ships of  this  state  to  vote  by  ballot  at  their  town  meetings. 

Approved  March  22,  1860. 
P.  L.  J  860,  p.  670. 
Rev.  p.  1201,  S.  45. 

And  in  case  there  shall  be  a  neglect  or  failure  to  elect  any 
officer  by  the  town  meeting,  *  *  *  *  or  in  case  of  the 
refusal  of  any  person  elected  to  accept  of  the  appointment,  or 
if  a  vacancy  occurs  from  any  other  cause,  or  in  case  two  or 
more  have  an  equal  number  of  votes,  for  the  same  office,  the 
town  committee  shall,  at  their  next  meeting  thereafter,  fill 
such  vacancy,  *  *  *  unless  they  shall  deem  a  special 
town  meeting  for  these  purposes  advisable     *     *     *." 

"  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled,  '  An  act  respecting  con- 
stables,' approved  April  sixteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty- six. 

Approved  February  19,  1879. 
P.  L.  1879,  p.  29. 
Rev.  p.  129,  S.  1. 

That  any  vacancy  existing  in  the  office  of  constables  in  this 
state  by  reason  of  resignations,  removal  or  death,  such  vacancy 
may  be  filled  by  the  board  of  aldermen,  common  council, 
township  committee  or  other  legislative  body  of  any  *  *  * 
township  within  this  state." 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled,  '  An  act  incorpo- 
rating the  inhabitants  of  townships,  designating  their  powers 
and  regulating  their  meetings,'  approved  April  fourteenth  one 
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thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- six,  (Revision  of  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  page  1195). 

Approved  April  25,  1884. 
P.  L.  1884,  p.  266. 
S.  Rev.  p.  1030,  S.  1. 

That  section  thirteen  of  the  act  to  which  this  a  supplement 
be  amended  to  read  as  follows : 

(13).  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  township  shall  neglect 
at  their  annual  town  meeting  to  choose  any  of  the  officers 
directed  by  law  to  be  chosen,  or  it  any  of  the  officers  so  chosen 
in  any  township  shall  refuse  to  serve  or  shall  tender  to  the 
township  committee  his  resignation  of  such  office,  or  shall  die, 
or  remove  out  of  the  said  township,  or  become  incapable  of 
serving  before  the  next  annual  meeting,  then  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  said  township  committee  to  accept  such  resignation,  or  to 
declare  such  office  vacant  or  both ;  and,  in  case  a  vacancy  oc- 
curs as  aforesaid,  such  township  committee  shall,  by  a  writing 
under  their  hands,  appoint  a  person  to  fill  such  vacancy  until 
the  next  annual  town  meeting. 

And  be  it  enacted.  That  section  fourteen  of  the  act  to  which 
this  is  a  supplement,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

And  be  it  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  take  effect  immediate- 
ly, and  that  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  this  act, 
be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed." 

The  provisions  of  Rev.  p.  1195,  S.  13;  Rev.  p.  1196,  S.  15 ; 
the  act  approved  March  22,  1860,  (P.  L.  1860,  p.  670);  the  act 
approved  February  19,  1879,  (P.  L.  1879'  p.  29),  and  the  act 
approved  April  25,  1884,  (P.  L.  18S4,  p.  266),  have  been  com- 
bined in  the  following  section  with  the  additional  requirement 
that  a  record  shall  be  kept  of  the  action  of  the  township  com- 
mittee relative  to  appointments  to  fill  vacancies  in  office. 

The  notice  of  such  appointment  required  by  Rev.  p.  1196, 
S.  IS,  as  hereinbefore  set  out  is  retained  in  substance  in  the  pro- 
posed section  27,  in  which  has  been  incorporated  the  provision 
that  a  person  appointed  to  till  a  vacancy  shall  qualify  in  the 
same  manner  as  one  elected  to  the  same  office. 
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How  Vacan- 
cies Filled. 


Sec.  26.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  in  any  town- 
ship of  this  state  a  vacancy  in  any  office  shall  arise  or  has  been 
declared  vacant  by  the  township  committee,  the  said  committee 
shall  by  writing  under  their  hands  and  seals  appoint  a  person 
to  fill  such  vacancy  until  the  next  annual  township  election ; 
which  said  writing  shall  be  recorded  by  the  township  clerk  in 
the  town  book. 


Notice  of  Ap- 
pointment. 


Appointee  to 
Qualify. 


Sec.  27.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  upon  the  appointment  of 
any  person  by  the  township  committee  of  any  township  of  this 
state  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  any  township  office,  existing  or  arising 
from  any  cause  whatever,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  com- 
mittee to  direct  the  township  clerk  to  give  personal  notice  in 
writing,  to  be  left  at  the  place  of  abode  of  the  person  so  ap- 
pointed, of  such  his  appointment,  within  five  days  after  such 
appointment,  and  also  within  the  same  time  transmit  a  copy  of 
the  resolution  or  action  of  said  committee  making  such  appoint- 
ment to  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county 
in  which  said  township  is  situate,  which  officer  or  officers  so  as 
aforesaid  appointed  and  notified  shall,  before  entering  upon 
the  duties  of  the  office  to  which  the  appointment  is  made, 
qualify  by  producing  his  qualification  of  office  and  dispose  of 
the  same  in  the  manner  as  required  if  he  had  been  elected  to 
such  office. 


Organization  of  the  Township  Committee. 
TOWNSHIP    COMMITTEE   TO    APPOINT   TOWNSHIP   TKEASU11EK. 

Although  these  two  subjects  were  originally  intended  to  be 
considered  separately,  it  has  now  been  concluded  to  combine 
them  because  of  their  intimate  relation. 


"  An  act  concerning  townships  and  township  officers. 

Approved  March  8,  1877. 
P.  L.,  1877,  p.  60,  S.  1. 
Rev.  p.  1202,  S.  51. 

That  all  such  town  meetings  held  after  said  first  of  January 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  the  several 
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town  and  township  committees  to  be  voted  for  and  elected  in 
said  towns  and  townships  shall  consist  of  three  persons  in 
towns  and  townships  containing  less  than  two  hundred  legal 
voters,  and  in  towns  and  townships  having  three  hundred  or 
more  legal  voters  shall  consist  of  five  persons,  and  the  said 
committee  when  duly  elected  appointed  and  qualified  shall 
have  power  and  authority  to  appoint  one  of  their  number  to  be 
the  chairman  of  said  committee  and  one  to  be  treasurer  thereof  ; 
the  chairman  of  the  said  committee  shall  preside  at  all  meetings 
thereof  and  the  clerk  of  the  township  shall  act  as  clerk  of  said 
committee  and  keep  a  record  of  the  proceedings  and  shall 
record  the  same  in  the  town  book  ;  the  treasurer  of  said  com. 
mittee  shall  be  the  custodian  of  the  monies  of  such  town  or 
township  ;  and  such  treasurer  shall  give  bond  to  the  inhabitants 
of  such  town  or  township,  in  such  sum  and  with  such  sureties 
as  the  said  committee  shall  approve  conditioned  for  the  faithful 
discharge  of  all  the  duties  of  his  office  and  for  the  payment  by 
him  on  demand  to  his  successor  in  office,  or  to  such  person  as 
the  said  committee  shall  designate  and  appoint,  of  such  monies 
remaining  in  his  hands  not  paid  out  on  the  order  of  said  com- 
mittee and  upon  the  further  condition  that  such  treasurer  ren- 
der at  all  times  when  called  upon  by  the  said  committee  and 
at  the  end  of  his  term  of  office  a  just  and  true  account  of  all 
monies  received  and  paid  out  by  him  as  aforesaid,  which  bond 
shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  county  in  which 
such  town  or  township  is,  the  same  having  been  first  approved 
by  the  said  town  committee  and  such  approval  endorsed  on 
said  bond ;  provided  however  that  the  provisions  of  this  act 
shall  not  apply  to  any  township  which  is  divided  into  wards  or 
districts  and  in  which  some  or  all  of  the  members  of  the  town- 
ship committee  are  elected  from  in  and  by  such  wards  or  dis- 
tricts." 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concern- 
ing townships  and  township  officers '  approved  April  twenty- 
first  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

Approved  April  5,  1878. 
P.  L.,  1878,  p.  374. 
S.  Kev.  p.  1033,  S.  20. 
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That  at  all  such  town  meetings  held  after  the  passage  of  this 
act,  the  several  town  and  township  committees  to  be  voted  for 
and  elected  in  the  said  towns  and  townships  shall  consist  of 
three  persons ;  and  the  said  committee  when  duly  elected  ap- 
pointed and  qualified  shall  have  power  and  authority  to  appoint 
one  of  their  number  to  be  the  chairman  of  said  committee  and 
one  to  be  treasurer  thereof  ;  the  chairman  of  the  said  commit- 
tee shall  preside  at  all  the  meetings  thereof  and  the  clerk  of 
the  township  shall  act  as  clerk  of  said  committee  and  keep  a 
record  of  the  proceedings  and  shall  record  the  same  in  the 
town  book ;  the  treasurer  of  said  committee  shall  be  the  cus- 
todian of  the  moneys  of  such  town  or  township ;  and  such 
treasurer  shall  give  bond  to  the  inhabitants  of  such  town  or 
township  in  such  sum  and  with  such  sureties  as  the  said  com- 
mittee shall  approve  conditioned  for  the  faithful  discharge  of 
all  the  duties  of  his  office  and  for  the  payment  by  him  on  de- 
mand to  his  successors  in  office  or  to  such  person  as  the  said 
committee  shall  designate  and  appoint  of  such  moneys  remain- 
ing in  his  hands  not  paid  out  on  the  order  of  said  committee, 
and  upon  the  further  condition  that  such  treasurer  render,  at 
all  times  when  called  upon  by  the  said  committee,  and  at  the 
end  of  his  term  of  office  a  just  and  true  account  of  all  moneys 
received  and  paid  out  by  him  as  aforesaid,  which  bond  shall  be 
filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  county  in  which  such 
town  or  township  is,  the  same  having  been  first  approved  by 
the  said  town  committee,  and  such  approval  endorsed  on  said 
bond  ;  provided  however,  that  the  provisions  of  this  act  6hall 
not  apply  to  townships  in  counties  of  this  state  having  one 
hundred  thousand  inhabitants  or  more  by  the  last  State  census." 

The  above  supplement  differs  with  the  act  of  1877,  (P.  L., 
1877  p.  60),  only  in  the  proviso,  and  extends  the  provisions  of 
the  original  act  "  to  townships  in  counties  of  this  state  having 
one  hundred  thousand  inhabitants,  or  more,  by  the  last  State 
census." 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concern- 
ing townships  and  township  officers '  approved  April  twenty- 
first  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

Approved  March  26,  1SS9. 
P.  L.  18S9,  p.  97. 
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That  section  one  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  further  sup- 
plement which  section,  as  the  same  was  amended  by  a  supple- 
ment to  said  act,  approved  April  fifth,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  reads  as  follows  : 

That  at  all  such  town  meetings  held  after  the  passage  of  this 
act,  the  several  town  and  township  committees  to  be  voted  for 
and  elected  in  the  said  towns  and  townships  shall  consist  of 
three  persons,  and  the  said  committees  when  duly  elected,  ap- 
pointed and  qualified,  shall  have  power  and  authority  to  ap- 
point one  of  their  number  to  be  the  chairman  of  said  commit- 
tee, and  one  to  be  treasurer  thereof,  the  chairman  of  the  said 
committee  shall  preside  at  all  the  meetings  thereof,  and  the 
clerk  of  the  township  shall  act  as  clerk  of  said  committee  and 
keep  a  record  of  the  proceedings,  and  shall  record  the  same  in 
the  town  book ;  the  treasurer  of  the  said  committee  shall  be 
the  custodian  of  the  monies  of  such  town  or  township,  *  * 
*****  ancj  guc]1  treasurer  shall  give  bond  to 
the  inhabitants  of  such  town  or  township  in  such  sum  and  with 
such  sureties  as  the  said  committee  shall  approve  conditioned 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  all  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  for 
the  payment  by  him,  on  demand,  to  his  successor  in  office  or  to 
such  person  as  the  committee  shall  designate  and  appoint  of 
such  moneys  remaining  in  his  hands  not  paid  out  on  the  order 
of  said  committee,  and  upon  the  further  condition  that  such 
treasurer  render  at  all  times  when  called  upon  by  the  said  com- 
mittee and  at  the  end  of  his  term  of  office,  a  just  and  true  ac- 
count of  all  moneys  received  and  paid  out  by  him  as  aforesaid, 
which  bond  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  coun- 
ty in  which  such  town  or  township  is,  the  same  having  been 
first  approved  by  the  said  town  committee,  and  such  approval 
indorsed  on  said  bond  ;  provided,  however,  that  the  provisions 
of  this  act  shall  not  apply  to  townships  in  counties  of  this  State 
having  one  hundred  thousand  inhabitants  or  more  by  the  last 
State  census,  shall  be  amended  so  that  the  same  shall  read  as 
follows  : 

That  at  all  such  town  meetings  held  after  the  passage  of 
this  act,  the  several  town  and  township  committees  to  be  voted 
for  and  elected  in  the  said  towns  and  townships  shall  consist  of 
three  persons ;  and  the  said  committees  when  duly  elected,  ap- 
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pointed  and  qualified  shall  have  power  and  authority  to  appoint 
one  of  their  number  to  be  the  chairman  of  said  committee,  and 
one  to  be  treasurer  thereof ;  or  they  may  appoint  the  collector 
of  the  township  to  be  treasurer  thereof ;  the  chairman  of  the 
said  committee  shall  preside  at  all  the  meetings  thereof,  and 
the  clerk  of  the  township  shall  act  as  clerk  of  said  committee 
and  keep  a  record  of  the  proceedings,  and  shall  record  the 
same  in  the  town  book  ;  the  treasurer  of  the  sa:d  committee 
shall  be  the  custodian  of  the  moneys  of  such  town  or  township, 
and  all  moneys  which  the  said  committee  are  by  law  authorized 
to  receive  and  disburse  shall  be  paid  to  him,  and  shall  be  held 
by  him  subject  to  the  order  of  said  committee,  and  paid  out 
by  him  on  their  order  and  he  shall  when  required,  and  at  the 
end  of  his  term  of  office,  account  to  the  said  committee  for  the 
moneys  received  by  him  as  such  treasurer,  pay  over  the  balance 
in  his  hands,  unexpended,  to  such  person  as  may  be  appointed 
to  succeed  him,  on  demand  ;  and  such  treasurer  shall  give  bond 
to  the  inhabitants  of  such  town  or  township  in  such  sum  and 
with  such  sureties  as  the  said  committee  shall  approve  con- 
ditioned for  the  faithful  discharge  of  all  the  duties  of  his  office, 
and  for  the  payment  by  him,  on  demand,  to  his  successor  in 
office,  or  to  such  person  as  the  said  committee  shall  designate 
and  appoint,  of  such  moneys  remaining  in  his  hands  not  paid 
out  on  the  order  of  said  committee,  and  upon  the  further  con- 
dition that  such  treasurer  render  at  all  times,  when  called  upon 
by  the  said  committee,  and  at  the  end  of  his  term  of  office  a 
just  and  true  account  of  all  moneys  received  and  paid  out  by 
him  as  aforesaid,  which  bond  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the 
clerk  of  the  county  in  which  such  town  or  township  is,  the 
same  having  been  first  approved  by  the  said  town  committee, 
and  such  approval  indorsed  on  said  bond ;  provided,  however, 
that  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  not  apply  to  townships  in 
counties  of  this  state  having  one  hundred  thousand  inhabitants, 
or  more,  by  the  last  State  census." 

This  adds  to  the  supplement  of  1878,  (P.  L-  1S78,  p.  374), 
the  power  of  the  township  committee  to  "  appoint  the  col- 
lector of  the  township  to  be  treasurer." 
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"  An  act  respecting  the  office  of  treasurer  in  certain  towns, 
boroughs  and  townships. 

Approved  April  14,  1891. 
P.  L.  1891,  p.  374. 

That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act  it  shall  not  be 
necessary  in  any  town  or  borough  or  township  existing  under 
and  governed  by  a  charter  or  other  special  act  of  incorporation, 
for  the  treasurer  of  such  town,  borough  or  township  to  be 
chosen  from  among  the  members  of  the  council,  committee  or 
other  governing  body  thereof  ;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  to  appoint 
or  elect  any  legal  voter  of  such  town,  borough  or  township  to 
be  the  treasurer  thereof." 

It  is  not  considered  that  this  act  applies  to  townships  other 
than  those  "  existing  under  and  governed  by  a  charter  or  other 
special  act  of  incorporation,"  but  it  is  referred  to  in  this  con- 
nection, in  order  to  avoid  possible  confusion ;  therefore  it  is 
thought  prudent  to  make  its  provisions,  in  terms,  an  exception 
to  the  proposed  new  act. 

"  An  act  concerning  townships  and  township  officers. 

Approved  April  21,  1876. 
P.  L.  1876,  p.  297,  S.  4. 
Rev.  p.  1203,  S.  53. 

That  in  all  cases  when  money  raised  by  taxation  remains  in 
the  hands  of  any  person  or  persons  unexpended,  and  the  same 
cannot  for  any  reason  be  used  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
raised,  and  in  all  cases  in  which  the  money  so  raised  is  held  in 
trust  for  the  town  or  township  and  is  not  needed  or  cannot  be 
used  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  raised,  every  person  or 
persons  holding  such  moneys  shall  on  demand  pay  the  same  to 
the  treasurer  of  the  town  or  township  committee  who  in  case 
of  refusal  is  hereby  authorized  to  sue  for  and  collect  the  same 
in  any  court  having  jurisdiction  thereof,  in  his  own  name  as 
such  treasurer,  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  said  town  or  township  ; 
and  the  said  treasurer  shall  hold  the  said  moneys  subject  to  the 
order  of  the  said  committee  and  the  committee  may  appropri- 
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ate  and  use  the  same  for  the  benefit  of  said  town  or  township 
as  they  may  deem  best." 

The  section  last  quoted  might,  with  some  propriety,  have 
been  omitted  here,  and  grouped  with  legislation  relating  to 
"  the  duties  and  powers  of  the  respective  township  officers," 
but  the  duties  and  powers  of  the  township  treasurer,  as  now 
regulated  by  statute,  are  so  intimately  connected  and  com- 
mingled with  the  "  organization  of  the  township  committee," 
that  it  has  been  concluded  to  dispose  of  the  subject  under  this 
head. 

The  proposed  provision  for  an  annual  meeting  of  the  town- 
ship committee  on  a  given  day  is  advised  with  the  view  of 
enabling  those  elected  to  a  township"office,  and  required  to  fur- 
nish evidences  of  qualification,  or  to  qualify  as  provided  by 
sections  12  to  22  inclusive  of  this  report,  within  a  given  time, 
the  opportunity  to  present  such  evidences  of  qualification,  and 
to  qualify  within  the  prescribed  limit  of  time. 

The  provision  in  the  same  section,  that  it  shall  require  a 
majority  of  the  votes  of  a  quorum  to  decide  all  questions  pre- 
sented at  the  meetings  of  the  committee  has  been  added,  which 
substantially  creates  such  a  condition  of  affairs  that  in  town- 
ships in  which  the  law  provides  for  the  election  of  three  per- 
sons to  constitute  the  township  committee,  serious  entangle- 
ment may  arise  because  of  a  want  of  a  majority  in  favor  of  or 
against  some  proposed  measure.  Attention  is  directed  to  this 
with  the  idea  of  recommending  a  change  in  the  number  of 
township  committeemen  to  be  elected  in  townships  in  counties 
of  the  second,  third  and  fourth  classes  although  it  is  provided 
by  p.  59,  S.  9  paragraph  1  of  this  report  in  accord  with  the 
present  legislation,  that  in  townships  in  counties  of  the  classes 
last  stated,  the  township  committee  shall  consist  of  three  per- 
sons. The  following  five  sections  (2%  29,  30,  31,  32),  embody- 
ing the  spirit  of  the  present  law,  with  the  additional  provision 
for  stated  meetings,  which  is  advised. 

Sec.  28.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  duly  elected  and  quali- 
fied members  of  the  township  committee  of  the  several  town- 
ships of  this  State  shall  on  the  Monday  next  succeeding  the 
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annual  township  election,  when  their  respective  term  of  office 
shall  begin,  convene  at  the  hour  of  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon, 
at  some  convenient  place  within  their  respective  townships  xownahfpcom- 
designated  by  a  majority  of  them,  and  appoint  one  of  their  mUtee- 
number  to  be  chairman  of  said  committee,  and  one  of  their 
number,  or  the  collector  of  the  township  to  be  treasurer  there- 
of ;  the  chairman  of  the  said  committee  shall  preside  at  all  the 
meetings  thereof,  and  the  clerk  of  the  township  shall  act  as 
clerk  of  said  committee  and  keep  a  record  of  their  proceedings, 
and  record  the  same  in  the  town  book.  A  majority  said  com- 
mittee shall  constitute  a  quorum,  and  a  majority  of  said  com- 
mittee present  at  any  meeting  of  said  committee  shall  decide 
all  questions  presented  to  them. 

Sec.  29.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  township  committee  of 
each   township  after  being  organized  as  provided  in  the  last 

,.  .  -     ,  .  ,  .     .  ,  ,.  .     Monthly  meet- 

preceding  section  of  this  act,  and  at  their  annual  meeting,  in    ingsofcom- 

mittees. 

said  section  provided  for,  shall  designate  some  place  within 
their  respective  townships  at  which  the  said  committee  shall 
convene  at  the  hour  of  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  last 
Tuesday  of  each  month,  for  the  transaction  of  any  business 
within  the  scope  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  that  may  be  pre- 
sented to  them. 


Sec.  30.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  township  treasurer 
upon  being  duly  appointed,  shall  be  the  custodian  of  the 
moneys  of  such  township,  and  all  moneys  which  the  said  commit- 
tee are  by  law  authorized  to  receive  and  disburse  shall  be  paid 
to  him,  and  shall  be  held  by  him  subject  to  the  order  of  said 
committee,  and  paid  out  by  him  on  their  order  ;  and  he  shall, 
whenever  required,and  at  the  close  of  his  term  of  office,  render 
au  itemized  account  to  the  said  committee  of  the  moneys  re- 
ceived by  him  as  such  treasurer,  pay  over  on  demand  the  bal- 
ance in  his  hands  unexpended,  and  deliver  all  books,  papers 
and  vouchers  relating  to  his  office,  to  such  person  as  may  be 
appointed  to  succeed  him  ;  and  such  treasurer,  before  entering 
into  the  duties  of  his  office,  shall  execute  a  bond  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  such  township  in  such  sum,  and  with  such  sureties  as 
the  majority  of  the  said  committee  shall  approve,  conditional 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  all  the  duties  of  his  office,  and 
for    the    payment    by  him,   on  demand,   to    his  successor    in 
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office,  of  such  moneys  not  paid  out  on  the  order  of  said  com- 
mittee, and  remaining  in  his  hands ;  and  upon  the  further  con- 
dition that  such  treasurer  shall,  when  called  upon  by  the  said 
committee,  and  at  the  close  of  his  term  of  office,  render  to  the 
said  committee,  a  just,  true  and  itemized  account  of  all  moneys 
received  and  paid  out  by  him  as  aforesaid  ;  which  bond  having 
been  first  approved  by  the  said  township  committee,  and  such 
approval  indorsed  on  said  bond,  shall  be  filed  by  the  township 
clerk,  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
of  the  county  in  which  such  township  is. 

Sec.  31.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  all  cases  when  money 
raised  by  taxation,  remains  in  the  hands  of  any  person  or  per- 
sons unexpended,  and  the  same  cannot  for  any  reason  be  legally 
unexpended  applied  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  raised,  and  in  all  cases  in 
which  money  so  raised  is  held  in  trust  for  the  township,  and  is 
not  needed  and  cannot  be  lawfully  used  for  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  raised,  each  and  every  person  or  persons  holding 
such  moneys,  shall  on  demand  made  by  the  treasurer  by  direc- 
tion of  the  township  committee,  pay  the  same  to  the  treasurer 
of  the  township  committee,  and  said  treasurer  in  case  of  refusal 
is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  sue  for  the  same  in  his 
own  name  as  treasurer,  in  any  court  having  jurisdiction  thereof, 
to  and  for  the  use  of  said  township ;  and  the  said  treasurer 
upon  receiving  the  same  shall  hold  the  moneys  so  received 
subject  to  the  order  of  said  committee,  and  the  committee  may 
appropriate  and  use  the  same  for  legal  purposes,  for  the  benefit 
of  said  township. 

Legal  voter       Sec.  32.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  any  township  existing 
urer  inecertain  under  and  governed  by  a  charter  or  other  special  act  of  incor- 
Townships.      poration,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  township  committee  to  ap- 
point or  elect  any  legal  voter  to  be  treasurer  of  such  township. 
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The  Duties  and  Powers  of  the  Township  Committee. 

It  is  thought  expedient  to  group  the  duties  and  powers  of 
the  township  committee  as  a  board  or  governing  body,  as  far 
as  possible,  under  the  three  heads  of  general,  contingent  and 
discretional ;  the  first  are  inherent  to  the  office  and  such  as  de- 
volve upon  a  township  committee  in  each  of  the  townships  and 
form  the  necessary  machinery  for  the  regulation  of  the  town- 
ship affairs,  and  must  necessarily  be  performed  ;  the  second 
class  such  as  the  committee  is  required  to  perform  upon  certain 
contingencies  or  conditions  arising  necessitating  action,  and  the 
third  class  such  as  may  or  may  not  be  performed  according  to 
the  judgment  or  will  of  the  township  committee — the  first  class 
being  absolutely  obligatory  ;  the  second  class  obligatory  under 
special  circumstances,  and  the  third  purely  discretional. 

The  duties  and  powers  of  the  first  class,  under  existing  legis- 
lation are  as  follows  : 

1.  To  superintend  the  expenditure  of  moneys  raised  by  tax 
or  arising  from  any  other  source,  for  township  purposes. 

2.  To  examine  the  accounts  and  vouchers  of  the  several 
township  officers  and  cause  the  same  to  be  published. 

3.  To  correct  and  revise  the  assessors  duplicate. 

4.  To  establish  election  or  polling  districts. 

5.  To  fill  vacancies  in  township  offices. 

6.  To  call  specal  town  meetings,  or  township  elections. 

7.  To  prosecute  and  defend  the  rights  of  the  township. 

8.  To  have  charge  of  public  roads  and  appoint  superinten- 
dent of  the  same. 

9.  To  erect  aDd  maintain  guide  posts. 

10.  To  transmit  to  the  comptroller  a  statement  of  the  debt 
or  debts  of  the  towship  and  the  rate  of  interest  paid  on  said  debt. 

The  duties  and  powers  of  the  second  and  third  classes  are 
numerous,  and  are  considered  and  consolidated  under  various 
heads. 

One  of  the  general  duties  of  the  members  of  a  township 
committee  is  their  organization  as  a  board  of  health ;  but  be- 
cause upon  the  organization  of  such  board  its  acts  are  those  not 
of  a  township  committee,  but  of  a  distinct  board  with  distinct 
duties,  the  constitution  or  creation  of  such  organization  is 
treated  under  the  subject  of  "  boards  of  health." 
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1. — TO  SUPERINTEND  THE  EXPENDITURE  OF  PUBLIC  MONEYS. 

"  An  act  in  relation  to  the  expenditures  of  public  money  by 
municipal  corporations. 

Approved  April  4,  1871. 
P.  L.  1871,  p.  92. 
Kev.  p.  1371,  S.  70. 

That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  board  of  chosen  free- 
holders or  the  township  committee,  or  common  council  or  com- 
missioners of  any  county,  city,  township,  town  or  borough  in 
this  state  to  pay  or  disburse  out  of  any  of  the  moneys  of  the 
said  county,  city  or  town  or  township  or  borough  to  any  person, 
unless  the  person  claiming  or  receiving  said  moneys  shall  first 
present  to  the  party  or  parties  paying  any  such  moneys,  a  de- 
tailed bill  of  items  or  demand,  specifying  particularly  how  such 
bill  or  demand  is  made  up,  and  the  dates  and  the  names  of  the 
persons  to  whom  the  amounts  composing  such  bill  or  demand 
were  severally  paid,  with  the  affidavit  of  the  party  claiming 
payment  of  said  bill  or  demand  that  the  same  is  correct,  that 
any  disbursing  officer  is  authorized  to  take  said  affidavit  with- 
out costs." 

"  An  act  concerning  townships  and  township  officers. 

Approved  April  21,  1876. 
P.  L.  1S76,  p.  297,  S.  4. 
Kev.  p.  1203,  S.  53. 

That  in  all  cases  where  money  raised  by  taxation  remains  in 
the  hands  of  any  person  or  persons  unexpended  *  *  *  *, 
and  in  all  cases  in  which  the  money  so  raised  is  held  in  trust 
for  the  town  or  township,  and  is  not  needed  or  cannot  be  used 
for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  raised,  every  person  or  per- 
sons holding  such  moneys  shall  on  demand  pay  the  same  to 
the  treasurer  of  the  town  or  township  committee  *  *  *  *  *  *^ 
and  the  committee  may  appropriate  the  same  for  the  benefit  of 
said  town  or  township  as  they  may  deem  best." 

"  A  further  supplement  to   '  An  act  concerning  townships 
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and  township  officers,'  approved  April  twenty-first  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

Approved  March  9,  18S2. 

P.  L.  1882,  p.  77. 

S.  Rev.  p.  1035,  S.  29. 

That  whenever  an  unexpended  balance  of  money  remains  in 
the  treasury  of  any  township  after  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year 
in  which  such  money  was  granted  and  raised,  and  whenever 
any  unappropriated  sum  or  sums  of  money  remain  on  hand 
whether  derived  from  surplus  tax  receipts,  from  interest,  from 
penalties  from  rents,  from  licenses  or  from  any  other  source  of 
income  or  receipt  whatever,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  township 
committee  of  said  township,  by  resolution  duly  recorded  in 
their  minutes,  to  appropriate  such  unappropriated  surplus  from 
time  to  time  to  any  purpose  of  public  expenditure  which  is  or 
may  be  recognized  by  the  law  of  this  State  as  a  lawful  purpose 
for  which  moneys  may  be  granted,  raised  and  expended  in 
townships*" 

"  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concerning  roads,' 
approved  March  twenty-seventh,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seveuty-four. 

Approved  April  li,  1891. 
P.  L.  1891,  p.  372. 

That  the  treasurer  of  the  township  committee  of  any  town- 
ship within  this  State  shall  not  pay  any  moneys  to  any  overseer 
of  roads  of  such  township,  unless  the  said  overseer  of  roads 
shall  present  an  itemized  bill,  stating  where,  when  and  by 
whom  the  work  charged  for  had  been  done,  together  with  the 
cost  of  tools,  materials,  etc.,  the  said  bill  and  work  having  been 
first  approved  by  the  said  township  committee  and  such  ap- 
proval endosed  thereon. 

That  all  acts  or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  this  act  shall 
be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed,  and  that  this  act  shall 
take  effect  immediately." 
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"  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled,  '  A  further  supplement  to 
an  act  concerning  townships  and  township  officers,'  approved 
April  twenty-first,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six 
and  which  said  supplement  was  approved  March  ninth,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-two. 

Approved  April  4,  1S92. 
P.  L.  1892,  p.  382. 

That  section  one  of  said  act  be  amended  so  as  to  read  as 
follows : 

(1.)  That  whenever  an  unexpended  balance  of  money  re- 
mains in  the  treasury  of  any  township  after  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year  in  which  such  money  was  granted  and  raised,  and  when- 
ever any  unappropriated  sum  or  sums  of  money  remain  on  hand 
whether  derived  from  surplus  tax  receipts,  from  interest,  from 
penalties,  from  rents,  from  licenses,  or  from  any  other  source 
of  income  or  receipt  whatever,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  town- 
ship committee  of  any  township,  by  resolution  duly  recorded 
in  their  minutes,  to  appropriate  such  unappropriated  surplus, 
from  time  to  time,  to  any  purpose  of  public  expenditure, 
which  is  or  may  be  recognized  by  the  laws  of  this  State  as  a 
lawful  purpose  for  which  moneys  may  be  granted,  raised  and 
expended  in  townships,  whether  any  appropriation  has  already 
been  voted  or  not  by  the  inhabitants  of  said  township  or  other 
authority  for  said  purpose  and  whether  the  appropriation  so 
voted  has  been  expended  or  not." 

The  provisions  of  the  acts  approved  April  4,  1871  (P.  L. 
1871,  p.  92);  the  act  approved  April  21,  1876,  (P.  L.  1876,  p. 
297) ;  the  act  approved  March  9,  1 882,  (P.  L.  1882,  p.  77);  the 
act  approved  April  4,  1891,  (P.  L.  1891,  p.  372),  and  the  act 
approved  June  4,  1892  (P.  L.  1892,  p.  382),  have  been  incor- 
porated in  the  following  two  sections  Eev.  p.  1195,  S.  12,  also 
alludes  to  the  same  matter,  but  it  has  been  grouped  with  the 
duty  "  to  examine  the  accounts  and  vouchers  of  the  several 
township  officers,"  as  set  out  in  the  two  sections  following. 

Sec.  33.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  an  unexpended 

unexpended   balance  of  money  remains  in  the  treasury  of  any  township  after 

the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  in  which  such  money  was  granted 
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and  raised,  and  whenever  any  unappropriated  sum  or  sums  of 
money  remain  on  hand,  whether  derived  from  surplus  tax  re- 
ceipts, from  interest,  from  penalties,  from  rents,  from  licenses, 
or  from  any  other  source  of  income  or  receipt  whatever,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  township  committee  of  said  township,  by 
resolution  duly  recorded  in  their  minutes,  to  appropriate  such 
unappropriated  surplus,  from  time  to  time,  to  any  purpose  of 
public  expenditure  which  is  or  may  be  recognized  by  the  laws 
of  this  State  as  a  lawful  purpose  for  which  moneys  may  be 
granted  raised  and  expended  in  townships,  whether  an  appro- 
priation has  already  been  voted  or  not  by  the  inhabitants  of 
said  township  or  ot  her  authorized  authority  for  said  purpose 
and  whether  the  appropriation  so  voted  has  been  expended  or 
not. 

Sec.  3'4.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for 
the  said  township  committee  to  pay  or  disburse  out  of  any  of 
the  moneys  of  the  said  townships  to  any  person,  unless  the 
person  claiming  or  receiving  said  moneys  shall  first  present  to  Buistobe 
the  party  or  parties  paying  any  such  moneys,  a  detailed  bill  of 
items  or  demand,  and  specifying  particularly  how  such  bill  or 
demand  is  made  up,  and  the  dates  and  names  of  the  persons  to 
whom  the  amounts  composing  such  bill  or  demand  were  sever- 
ally paid,  with  the  affidavit  of  the  party  claiming  payment  of 
said  bill  or  demand,  that  the  same  is  correct,  and  any  disburs- 
ing officer  is  authorized  to  take  said  affidavit. 

2. — TO    EXAMINE    ACCOUNTS    AND    VOUCHEES    AND    TO     PUBLISH 
THE  SAME. 

"  An  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  townships,  designa- 
ting their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings. 

Approved  April  14,  184.6. 
Rev.  p.  1195,  S.  12. 

That  the  persons  qualified  to  vote  at  town  meetings  shall  have 
full  power  and  authority,  at  their  respective  annual  meetings, 
to  elect  for  such  township,  by  a  majority  of  votes  *  *  *  * 
five  judicious  freeholders  resident  within  the  township  who 
shall  be  denominated  the  township  committee     ***** 
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which  committee  shall  have  authority,  and  it  is  hereby  ren- 
dered their  duty  to  examine  and  report,  to  the  annual  or  other 
town  meetings,  the  accounts  and  vouchers  of  the  township 
officers  and  to  superintend  the  expenditures  of  any  moneys 
raised  by  tax  for  the  use  of  the  township,  or  which  may  arise 
from  the  balance  of  the  accounts  of  any  of  the  township 
officer?,     *     *     *     *     *» 

"  Supplement  to  '  An  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of 
townships  designating  their  powers  and  regulating  their  meet- 
ings.' 

Approved  April  4,  1572. 
P.  L.  1872,  p.  71,  S.  2. 
Eev.  p.  1200,  S.  40. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  township  committee  of  each 
of  the  townships  of  this  State  to  read  said  statement  and  account 
so  filed  with  them  as  aforesaid  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  town- 
ship when  assembled  by  law  in  their  annual  town  meetings, 
and  to  file  the  same  among  the  township  records  with  the  clerk 
thereof." 

The  "  statement  and  account "  referred  to  in  the  above  sec- 
tion is  a  statement  and  account  required  by  the  first  section  of 
the  same  act,  which  provides  that  it  shall  be  "  the  duty  of  the 
chosen  freeholder  or  freeholders,  in  each  and  every  township 
of  this  State,  to  make  out  and  file  with  the  township  commit- 
tee of  their  respective  townships,  a  full,  detailed  and  correct 
account  and  statement  of  all  moneys  expended  by  them  or  ap- 
propriated in  their  respective  townships  under  and  by  direction 
of  the  board  of  chosen  freeholders  of  their  respective  counties. 
for  the  year  then  elapsed     *     *     *." 

It  is  thought  best  that  the  promulgation  of  such  statement 
should  devolve  upon  the  township  clerk  and  be  published  by 
him  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  manner  as  the  account 
of  the  township  committee  is  required  to  be  published. 

The  examination  and  reporting  of  township  accounts  and 
vouchers  is  considered  a  matter  of  importance,  and  has  been  care- 
fully considered,  and  provision  made  for  the  publication  of  the 
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same.  Existing  Legislation  provides  for  it,  and  its  require- 
ments have  been  incorporated  in  the  following  section. 

See.  35.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  township  committees  Township com- 
of  the  several  townships  of  this  State  shall  have  authority  and  [^"nt accounts 
it  is  hereby  rendered  their  duty  to  examine  the  accounts  and  To^swp^offl' 
vouchers  of  the  township  officers,  cause  a  statement  of  the  same' 

to  be  published  by  the  township  clerk  as  hereinafter  provided, 
and  to  superintend  the  expenditure  of  any  moneys  raised  by 
tax  or  otherwise  for  the  use  of  the  township,  or  which  may 
arise  from  the  balance  of  the  accounts  of  any  of  the  township 
officers. 


6. TO    CORRECT    AMD    REVISE    THE    ASSESSORS    DUPLICATE. 

"  A  Supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concerning  taxes,' 
approved  April  fourteenth  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-.-ix 
(Revision  >. 

Approved  April  11,  1S66. 
P.  L.  1866,  p.  1078. 
Kev.  p.  1158,  S.  79. 

That  the  collector  immediately  after  having  received  his 
duplicate  from  the  assessor  shall  submit  the  same  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  township  ******  whereof  he  is 
the  collector,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  committee  *  * 
carefully  to  examine  the  same,  and  if  they  have  reason  to  believe 
that  any  individual  or  corporation  has  been  assessed  at  too  low 
a  rate,  or  omitted  to  have  been  assessed  as  required  by  law,  they 
shall  thereupon  authorize  and  require  the  collector  to  notify 
the  said  individual  or  corporation  that  complaint  will  be  made 
to  the  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation     *     *     *." 

"  A  Supplement  to  an  act  entitled,  'An  act  concerning  taxes,' 
approved  April  fourteenth  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-six  (Revision  page  1140.) 

Approved  April  11,  1867. 

P.  L.  1S67,  p.  934. 

Eev.  p.  1160,  S.  91,  93,  94,  95. 
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That  the  township  committee  of  each  township,  *  *  * 
in  this  State  shall  meet  and  hold  meetings  at  their  usual  p^ces 
of  meeting  in  their  respective  townships,  *  *  .  *  on  the 
third  Tuesday  in  August  of  each  year,  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
amining, revising  and  correcting  the  duplicate  of  assessment  to 
be  laid  before  them  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided. 

That  said  committee  *  *  *,  shall  have  power  to  ad- 
journ from  time  to  time,  as  they  may  deem  expedient  for  the 
purpose  of  discharging  the  duties  required  of  them  by  this  act ; 
provided,  the  said  examination,  revision  and  correction  shall  be 
made  and  completed  on  or  before  the  last  Saturday  in  August 
of  each  year. 

That  any  member  of  said  committees  *  *  shall  have 
power  to  issue  subpoenas  to  bring  before  said  meetings  herein 
provided,  for  persons  and  papers  to  be  examined  in  relation  to 
said  assessment." 

The  following  section  is  intended  to  embody  the  provisions 
of  the  act  approved  April  11,  1866,  (P.  L.  1866,  p.  1078,  S.  79) 
and  the  act  approved  April  11,  1867,  (P.  L.  1867  p.  934,  Sees. 
91,  93,  94  and  95),  which  two  acts  embody  all  the  existing 
legislation  upon  this  subject: 

Sec.  36.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  township  committee  of 
the  several  townships  of  this  State  shall  hold  meetings  at  their 
mittee  to  revise  usual  places  of  meeting  in  their  respective  townships,  on  the 
plicate.  third  Tuesday  in  August  of  each  year,  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 

amining, revising  and  correcting  the  duplicate  of  assessment  of 
taxes,  which  duplicate  shall  be  laid  before  them  by  the  town- 
ship collector ;  and  if  they  have  reason  to  believe  that  any  in- 
dividual or  corporation  has  been  assessed  at  too  low  a  rate,  or 
omitted  to  have  been  assessed  as  required  by  law,  they  shall 
thereupon  authorize  and  require  the  township  collector  to  noti- 
fy the  said  individual  or  corporation  that  complaint  will  be 
made  to  the  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation,  and 
the  said  committee  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  from  time  to 
time,  as  they  may  deem  expedient  for  the  purpose  of  discharg- 
ing the  duties  required  ot  them  by  law,  provided  the  said  ex- 
amination, revision  and  correction  shall  be  made  and  completed 
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on  or  before  the  last  Saturday  of  August  of  each  year ;  and  any 
member  of  said  committee  shall  have  power  to  issue  subpoenas 
to  bring  before  said  meetings,  herein  provided  for,  persons  and 
papers  to  be  examined  in  relation  to  said  assessments. 


4. — TO    ESTABLISH    ELECTION    OB    POLLING    DISTRICTS. 

"An  act  to  authorize  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  town- 
ships of  this  State  to  vote  by  ballot  at  their  town  meetings. 

Approved  March  22,  1860. 
P.  L.,  1860,  p.  670,  S.  5. 
Kev.,  page  1201,  Sec.  45. 

That  a  plurality  of  votes  shall  be  sufficient  to  elect  any  officer 
or  to  fix  the  place  of  holding  the  town  meetings  of  the  State 
and  County  elections  and  in  case  there  shall  be  a  neglect  to  fix 
the  place  of  holding  the  next  town  meeting  or  state  and  county 
elections,  the  town  committee  shall  at  their  next  meeting  there- 
after determine  upon  such  place." 

Section  5  of  the  act  approved  March  22,  1860  (P.  L.  1860,  p. 
670)  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  township  committee  to  fix  the 
place  of  holding  the  next  town  meeting,  and  state  or  county 
elections,  in  the  event  of  the  electors  or  the  persons  entitled  to 
vote  at  a  town  meeting  or  township  election  failing  by  a  ma- 
jority of  votes  to  fix  the  place  of  holding  such  elections.  The 
supplement  to  "  An  act  to  regulate  elections  "  approved  March 
23,  1891  (P.  L.  1891,  p.  225,  S.  12)  making  it  the  duty  of  the 
township  clerk  to  provide  a  room  in  the  respective  election 
or  polling  districts  in  his  township,  in  which  elections  shall  be 
conducted,  repeals,  at  least  by  implication,  the  power  and  duty 
of  the  township  committee  to  interfere  or  take  action  in  the 
matter. 

Reference  is  here  made  to  it  in  order  to  dispose  of  a  matter 
which,  if  attention  was  not  directed  to  might  give  rise  to  con- 
fusion, and  further  consideration  of  the  subject  is  therefore 
omitted. 
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"An  act  to  regulate  elections. 

Approved  April  18,  1876. 
Key.,  p.  339,  S.  17. 

That  when  a  township  *  *  *  contains  more  than  six 
hundred  voters  said  township  *  *  shall  be  divided  into 
election  districts  so  as  not  to  contain  more  than  six  hundred 
voters  in  each  district ;  *  *  *  and  the  township  commit- 
tees in  the  several  townships  are  hereby  required  to  set  off  said 
districts  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  August  next  and  file  a 
description  of  the  boundaries  thereof,  one  copy  in  the  county 
clerk's  office  and  one  copy  in  the  *  *  township  clerks 
office  *  *  *,  and  in  case  it  may  be  necessary  hereafter  to 
chauge  the  boundaries  of  such  district  such  change  shall  be 
effected  in  the  manner  above  prescribed." 

"A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled,  'An  act  to  regu- 
late elections,'  approved  April  eighteenth,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-six 

Approved  May  6,  1889. 
P.  L.,  1SS9,  p.  351. 

That  whenever  in  a  township  not  divided  into  wards  or 
election  districts,  and  containing  but  one  polling  place,  it  shall 
appear  that  two  hundred  or  more  voters  in  any  one  section  of 
such  township  have  to  travel  a  distance  of  five  miles,  or  more, 
to  vote,  that  in  every  such  case  it  shall  be  the  duty  of,  and  the 
township  committee  are  required  to  forthwith  establish  an  ad- 
ditional polling  place  in  such  section. 

That  the  township  committee  are  hereby  required,  whenever 
such  polling  place  shall  be  established  as  required  by  this  act, 
to  file  a  description  of  the  boundaries  of  the  district  within 
which  such  polling  place  is  situated,  one  copy  in  the  county 
clerk's  office  and  one  copy  in  the  township  clerk's  office,  and 
appoint,  in  time  for  the  next  election,  two  inspectors  and  one 
judge  of  elections  and  one  clerk  of  elections  for  each  precinct 
so  established,  who  shall  be  residents  of  the  precincts  in  which 
they  are  appointed,  and  who  shall  serve  until  their  successors 
are  elected  ;  the  said  inspectors  so  to  be  appointed  shall  not 
belong  to  the  same  political  party." 
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"Supplement  to  an  act  entitled,  farther  supplement  to  an 

act  entitled,  'An  act  to  regulate  elections,'  approved  April 
eighteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy  six,'  ap- 
proved May  sixth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-nine. 

Passed  April  8,  1S90. 
P.  L.  1890,  p.  240. 

•That  section  one  of  an  act  entitled  Further  supplement  to 
•  An  act  to  regulate  elections,'  approved  April  eighteenth  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  approved  May  sixth, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred,  and  eighty-nine  be  amended  so 
that  the  same  shall  read  as  follows : 

That  whenever,  in  a  township  not  divided  into  wards,  it 
shall  appear  that  two  hundred  or  more  voters  in  any  one  sec- 
tion of  such  township  have  to  travel  a  distance  of  four  miles  or 
more  to  vote,  that  in  every  such  case  the  township  committee 
may  establish  an  additional  polling  place  in  such  section,  and 
that  in  townships  containing  more  than  five  hundred  voters  at 
the  last  presidential  election,  and  having  but  one  polling  place, 
and  where  some  of  the  voters  have  to  travel  a  distance  of  four 
miles  or  more  to  vote,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of,  and  the  township 
committee  are  required,  to  forthwith  establish  an  additional 
polling  place  in  such  township." 

"  Supplement  to  the  act  entitled,  '  An  act  to  regulate  elec- 
tions' (Revision),  approved  April  eighteenth  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-six. 

Approved  March  31,  1S90. 
P.  L.  1890,  p.  155. 

That  in  any  township  of  this  State  where  there  is  a  part  of 
its  inhabited  territory  separated  from  the  mainland,  or  other 
inhabited  part  thereof,  by  at  least  three  miles  of  bay  and 
niarsh,  across  which  there  is  no  road,  it  sRall  be  the  duty  of  the 
township  committee  to  divide  such  township  into  at  least  two' 
election  precincts,  so  that  at  least  one  such  precinct  shall  be  on 
each  side  of  said  bay  and  marsh." 

In  keeping  with  the  law  as  it  now  is,  and  is  suggested  in  the 
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,  several  acts  above  quoted  relating  to  the  duty  of  the  township 
committee  to  establish  election  or  polling  districts,  the  follow- 
ing live  sections  are  recommended: 

The  provisions  of  the  act  approved  May  6, 1889,  (P.  L.  18S9, 
p.  351),  the  act  approved  April  8,  1890,"  (P.  L.  1890,  p.  240), 
and  the  act  approved  March  31, 1890,  (P.L.  1890,  p.  155)  have 
been  retained  because  their  purpose  is  to  give  voters  circum- 
stanced as  in  those  acts  specified,  easy  access  to  a  polling  place. 

. ,  „  Sec.  37.    And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  any  township  of 

Township  Com-       t  '  -, 

mittee  to  form  this  State  contains  more  than  six  hundred  voters,  it  shall  be 

election   dis- 
tricts, the  duty  of  the   township   committee   of    such    township    to 

divide  such  township  into  election  or  polling  districts  so  that 
no  election  or  polling  district  shall  contain  more  than  six  hun- 
dred voters. 

Sec.  38.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  in  a  township  not 
Township  com- divided  into  wards,  it  shall  appear  that  two  hundred  or  more 

mittee  to  form  '  rr 

trfctsion  dis"  v°ters  in  any  one  section  of  such  township  have  to  travel  a  dis- 
tance of  four  miles  or  more  to  vote,  an  additional  polling  place 
shall  be  establisheb  by  the  township  committee  in  such  section. 

Sec.  39.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  in  any  township 

Township  Com-  t  ,  . 

mittee  to  form  containing  more  than  five  hundred  voters  at  the  last  presiden- 

election   dis-  #°  *■ 

tricts-  tial  election,  and  having  but  one  polling  place,  and  where  some 

of  the  voters  have  to  travel  a  distance  of  four  miles  or  more  to 
vote,  an  additional  polling  place  shall  be  established  by  the 
township  committee  in  such  township. 

Sec.  40.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  where  in  any  township,  a 
Township  com- part  of  its  inhabited  territory  is  separated  from  the  mainland 

mittee  to  form r  J  e 

trf°ttion  dis"  or  °ther  inhabited  part  thereof,  by  at  least  three  miles  of  bay 
and  marsh,  across  which  there  is  no  road,  two  election  districts 
shall  be  established  therein  by  the  township  committee  so  that 
at  least  one  such  polling  place  shall  be  on  each  side  of  the  bay 
or  marsh. 

.   _  Sec.  41.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  when  any  township  com- 

Township  Com-  J  • 

descrf  tionef  m^*ee  shall  nav^  established  election  or  polling  districts  as  pro- 

eiectionriedisf  yided   f°r    Dy   sections   thirty-seven,    thirty-eight,   thirty-nine 

tricts.  an(j  forty  of  this  act,  such  township   committee  are  further 

required  to  file  a  description  of  the  boundaries  of  the  district 
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within  which  each  polling  place  is  situate,  one  copy  thereof  in 
the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the 
county  in  which  such  township  is  situate,  and  one  copy  with 
the  township  clerk  thereof ;  and  said  committee  shall  immedi- 
ately give  notice  of  the  establishment  of  such  election  district 
or  polling  place  to  the  county  board  of  registration  and  election, 
who  shall  appoint  for  said  polling  place  or  election  district  in 
time  for  the  next  election  and  registration,  a  board  of  registry 
and  election  according  to  law ;  and  in  case  it  may  be  necessary 
to  afterwards  change  the  boundaries  of  such  district  or  districts 
such  change  shall  be  effected  upon  the  basis  and  in  the  manner 
in  this  act  prescribed. 


O. — TO    FILL    VACANCIES    IN    TOWNSHIP    OFFICES. 

This  is  an  imperative  duty  of  the  township  committee,  but 
has  been  so  thoroughly  incorporated  in  and  exhausted  under 
the  subject  14,  "  how  vacancies  to  be  tilled,"  that  it  is  thought 
unnecessary  to  further  discuss  the  matter  here. 

6. TO    CALL    SPECIAL    TOWNSHIP    MEETINGS   OR   TOWNSHIP 

ELECTIONS. 

This  is  a  duty  enjoined  upon  a  township  committee  upon 
certain  conditions  arising  by  jDresent  legislation,  and  is  referred 
to  here  for  the  purpose  of  indicating  that  it  is  a  duty ;  but  its 
intimate  relation  to  the  subject  20,  "  when  and  for  what  pur- 
pose to  be  held,  and  what  notice  to  be  given  of  the  same," 
hereafter  treated,  suggests  the  propriety  of  postponing  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject  to  a  later  part  of  this  report. 

'7. TO  PROSECUTE  AND  DEFEND  THE  RIGHTS  OF  THE  TOWNSHIP. 

There  is  no  direct  and  expressed  legislation  upon  this  sub- 
ject, and  although  the  duty  of  the  township  committee  to 
prosecute  and  defend  the  rights  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  town- 
ship as  a  municipal  corporation  exists  by  implication,  it  is  ad- 
vised that  such  duty  shall  appear  by  specific  enactment.  The 
power  to  bring  suit  against  the  inhabitants  of  a  township  exists, 
therefore  it  is  thought  advisable  that  the  township  committee 
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should  be  invested  with  expressed  power  to  institute  and  pros- 
ecute suits,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  instituted  and  prosecuted, 
if  necessary,  in  order  to  secure  the  rights  of  a  township  when 
withheld ;  such  suits  to  be  brought  in  the  corporate  name  of 
the  township,  •'  The  Inhabitants  of  the  Township  of  in 

the  County  of  ,  for  the  use  of  said  township." 

In  order  to  meet  this  suggestion  the  following  section  is 
presented: 

Sec.  42.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
township  committee  of  the  several  townships  of  this  State  to 
Todefend0r  *he  prosecute  and  defend  all  and  any  suits  or  proceedings  at  law  or 
TowflSship.the  equity  necessary  to  protect  defend  and  secure  the  rights  of  the 
township,  to  prosecute  to  effect  actions  and  suits  for  the  re- 
covery of  penalties  arising  from  the  violation  of  all  ordinances, 
and  for  the  recovery  of  all  other  penalties  and  forfeitures  by 
this  act  provided  for  ;  such  suits  or  proceedings  to  be  brought 
and  prosecuted  in  the  corporate  name  of  the  township,  to  wit : 
"  The  Inhabitants  of  the  Township  of  in  the 

County  of  for  the  use  of  said  township,"  and 

from  time  to  time  make  necessary  appropriations  from  the 
funds  of  the  township  for  such  purposes. 

8. — TO     HAVE    CHARGE   OF     PUBLIC    ROADS    AND    APPOINT    SUPER- 
INTENDENTS   OF    THE    SAME. 

"  An  act  concerning  roads. 

Approved  March  27,  1874. 
Rev.,  p.  1002,  Sees.  37  and  38. 

(37.)  That  the  township  committee  who  shall  hereafter  be 
chosen  agreeably  to  law,  in  the  respective  townships  of  this 
state,  or  a  majority  of  such  committee,  are  hereby  authorized 
and  directed  to  assign  and  appoint,  in  writing,  to  the  overseers 
of  the  highways  respectively,  their  several  limits  and  divisions 
of  the  highways  within  such  township,  for  opening,  clearing 
out,  working,  amendment  and  repair  ;  and  the  said  overseers 
are  hereby  commanded  to  observe  and  conform  themselves  to 
such  assignment ;  provided,  that  in  case  the  township  commit- 
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tee  of  any  township  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  assign  and  set 
off  the  divisions  and  limits  of  the  highways,  then  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  said  overseer  or  overseers  of  the  highways  to 
observe  and  conform  themselves  to  snch  assignments  as  have 
at  any  time  heretofore  been  made  in  the  said  township. 

(3S.)  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  overseers  to  hire 
laborers  and  also  horses,  oxen,  wagons,  ploughs,  carts  and  other 
implements  to  open,  clear  out,  make,  work,  amend,  repair  and 
keep  in  good  order  the  highways  within  their  respective  limits 
and  divis:ons,  to  make  causeways  and  to  erect  such  bridges  as 
can  be  built  by  common  laborers,  and  to  procure  whatever 
materials  they  shall  deem  necessary  to  effect  the  purposes 
specified  in  this  section." 

"  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concerning  road- ' 
(Revision),  approved  March  twenty-seventh,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-four. 

Approved  February  21,  1SS3. 
P.  L.,  1883,  p.  43. 
S.  Rev.,  p.  S75,  S.  IT. 

That  on  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act  all  disputes  and 
differences  between  overseers  of  roads  in  the  various  townships 
of  this  state  and  the  owners  of  lands  bordering  on  said  roads, 
as  to  the  direction  and  diversion  of  surface  water  and  water 
courses,  or  the  removal  of  dirt,  shall  be  settled  by  the  township 
committee.,  and  their  decision  and  direction  in  the  matter  shall 
be  final,  and  shall  be  carried  out  by  the  overseers." 

"  An  act  authorizing  township  committees  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  overseers  of  roads. 

Approved  March  10,  1^>4. 
P.  L.,  1884,  p.  71,  S.  1. 
S.  Rev.,  p.  1039,  S.  55. 

That  the  legal  voters  of  any  township  within  this  state  may 
at  any  town  meeting  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  pass  a 
resolution  or  resolutions  directing  that   all  the  roads  in  such 
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township  and  the  repairing  the  same  and  the  making  of  new 
roads  laid  out  or  that  may  hereafter  be  laid  out,  and  the  general 
management  and  care  of  the  same  shall  be  under  the  control 
and  direction  of  the  township  committee  of  such  township. 

That  upon  the  passage  of  such  a  resolution  or  resolutions  all 
the  duties  now  imposed  by  law  on  the  overseer  or  overseers  of 
the  roads  of  such  township  shall  devolve  upon  the  township 
committee  thereof,  who  shall  have  full  power  and  authority 
to  discharge  the  same,  until  the  legal  voters  of  such  townships 
shall  at  any  subsequent  annual  meeting  by  a  majority  of  the 
votes  cast  order  and  direct  that  the  care  and  management  of 
the  roads  of  said  township  and  the  improvements  and  repairs 
thereon  shall  be  restored  to  any  overseer  or  overseers  of  the 
roads  that  may  be  chosen  by  said  legal  voters  at  such  annual 
meeting  or  by  the  legal  voters  of  the  several  road  districts  in 
such  township,  at  the  annual  election  for  that  purpose. 

That  the  township  committee  shall  not  enter  upon  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  mentioned  in  the  two  preceding  sections 
until  the  second  Tuesday  of  March  next  following  the  meeting 
at  which  said  resolution  or  resolutions  shall  have  been  passed 
unless  no  overseer  or  overseers  of  the  roads  should  be  chpsen 
at  the  annual  meeting  at  which  said  resolution  or  resolutions 
were  passed  as  aforesaid,  or  being  then  chosen  said  overseer  or 
overseers  should  resign  or  in  uny  way  become  unable  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  said  office  provided  that  the  township 
committee  of  any  township  in  this  state  which  includes  within 
its  limits  any  incorporated  village  shall  enter  upon  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  mentioned  in  the  first  two  sections  of  this  act 
within  ten  days  after  the  adoption  by  a  majority  of  the  votes 
cast  at  any  annual  meeting  of  a  resolution  transferring  such 
duties  to  the  township  committee." 

"  An  act  relating  to  roads  and  streets  in  townships  and  au- 
thorizing the  inhabitants  of  townships  to  place  all  roads  and 
streets  within  the  the  township  under  the  management  of  the 
township  committee,  and  to  raise  money  by  bends  for  grading, 
macadamizing  and  improving  the  same. 

Approved  March  23,  1SSS. 
P.  L.,  1S88,  p.  240. 
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That  whenever  it  shall  he  deemed  expedient  to  abolish  the 
election  of  overseers  of  the  highways  in  townships  and  road 
districts,  and  to  transfer  the  control  of  the  roads  and  streets  of 
any  township  to  the  township  committee,  the  legal  voters  of 
such  township  at  any  annual  township  meeting  or  special 
township  meeting  to  be  called  by  the  township  committee  for 
that  purpose  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided,  may,  by  a 
majority  of  the  votes  cast,  pass  a  resolution  or  resolutions 
directing  that  all  the  roads  in  such  township  and  the  repairing 
the  same,  and  the  making  of  new  roads,  laid  out  or  that  may 
be  thereafter  laid  out,  and  the  general  management  and  care  of 
the  same,  shall  be  under  the  control  and  direction  of  the  town- 
ship committee  of  such  township,  which  resolution  or  resolu- 
tions shall  be  printed  or  written,  or  partly  printed  and  partly 
written,  on  ballots,  underneath  which  shall  be  written  or 
printed  the  words  '  for  the  above  resolution'  or  'against  the 
above  resolution.' 

That  upon  the  passage  of  such  a  resolution  or  resolutions  the 
election  of  road  overseers  in  said  township  or  road  districts 
shall  be  abolished,  and  the  control  of  the  roads  and  streets  of 
said  township  shall  be  transferred  to  the  township  committee, 
and  all  the  duties  now  imposed,  and  powers  conferred  by  law 
on  the  overseer  or  overseers  of  the  roads  heretofore  elected  in 
said  township  or  road  districts,  shall  'devolve  upon  the  town- 
ship committee  thereof." 

"  A  supplement  to  the  '  Act  concerning  roads '  (Revision), 
approved  March  twenty-seventh,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-four. 

Approved  April  3,  1S&S. 
P.  L.,  18SS,  p.  3S4. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  township  committee  of  the 
townships  in  the  counties  of  the  second  class  of  this  State  to 
notify  each  road  overseer,  within  one  week  from  the  time  of 
his  election  or  appointment,  to  go  or  send  some  competent 
person  over  his  road  district  on  the  first  Monday  in  each  month 
between  April  and  October,  and  remove  all  improperly  loose 
stone   and   all   sticks,    broken  glass,   tinware,  wooden  or  iron 


124 

hoops,  and  any   other   rubbish   whatsoever,   from  the  several 
roads  under  his  charge. 

That  the  service  of  such  notice  shall  be  made  either  person- 
ally or  by  mailing  the  same  to  the  usual  post  office  address  of 
such  overseer ;  and  in  case  of  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  such 
overseer  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  such  notice,  then 
upon  the  complaint  in  writing  of  any  citizen  of  the  county 
wherein  such  overseer  resides,  of  such  neglect  or  refusal,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  township  committee  forthwith  to  em- 
ploy some  competent  person  or  persons  to  go  over  such  road 
district  and  to  remove  such  rubbish  as  aforesaid,  and  to  charge 
the  expense  thereof  to  the  road  district  in  which  such  removal 
is  made,  and  the  expense  thereof  shall  be  deducted  from  the 
road  taxes  due  such  district  before  any  road  taxes  or  moneys 
are  paid  by  the  township  collector  to  the  overseer  for  work 
done  on  such  district." 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concern- 
ing roads '  (Revision),  approved  March  twenty-seventh,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-four. 

Approved  March  12,  1891. 
P.  L.5  1891,  p.  137. 

That  the  township  committee  of  each  township  shall  have 
the  full  supervision,  management  and  control  of  the  making 
and  repairing  of  all  roaols  in  said  township,  and  may  make  and 
repair  the  same  by  hire  or  by  contract,  and  for  that  purpose 
may  annually  appoint  a  competent  person  or  persons  to  super- 
intend the  making  and  repairing  of  all  roads  and  cutting  and 
removal  of  all  briars  and  weeds,  and  who  shall  hold  his  position 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  township  committee. 

That  the  township  committee  of  each  township  may  procure 
machinery,  implements,  stone,  gravel  and  other  material  and 
hire  laborers  and  teams  necessary  and  proper  for  making  and 
repairing  all  roads  aforesaid,  and  to  make  and  repair  the  same, 
and  may  have  power  to  purchase  gravel  pits  and  stone  quarries 
and  take  title  to  the  same  in  the  name  of  the  township. 

That  all  general  acts  inconsistent  with  this  act  are  hereby 
repealed,  and  this  act  shall  take  effect  immediately  ;  provided, 
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that  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  repeal  or  in  any* 
wite  affect  the  act  constituting  Essex  public  road  board, 
approved  March  thirty-first,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty  nine,  or  any  supplement  thereto  or  any  act  amendatory 
thereto  or  relating  or  applicable  thereto,  or  any  act  in  relation 
to  turnpike  roads,  or  any  act  which  has  been  or  may  be  passed 
to  enable  boards  of  chosen  freeholders  to  acquire,  improve  or 
maintain  public  roads." 

That  portion  of  the  act  approved  March  12,  1891  (P.  L., 
1S91,  p.  137,)  and  last  quoted,  in  terms  virtually  abolishes  the 
office  of  overseers  of  highways  provided  for  by  Rev.,  1002, 
Sees.  37  and  38.  The  act  approved  March  10,  1888  (P.  L., 
1884,  p.  71,)  and  the  act  approved  March  23,  1888  (P.  L.,  18S8, 
p.  210,)  so  far  modify  the  provisions  of  Rev.,  p.  1002,  Sees.  37 
and  38,  as  to  enable  the  legal  voters  of  any  township  to  place 
the  making  and  repairing  of  public  roads,  and  the  general 
management  of  the  same,  under  the  control  and  direction  of 
the  township  committee  and  dispense  with  overseers,  which  is 
substantially  in  accord  with  the  provisions  of  P.  L.,  1S91, 
p.  137,  which  have  been  adopted. 

The  act  approved  February  21,  1S83  (P.  L  ,  1883,  p.  43, 
S.  17,)  and  the  act  approved  April  3, 1888  (P.  L.,  1888,  p.  381,) 
relate  to  joint  duties  of  township  committees  and  overseers  of 
highways,  but  treating  the  office  of  such  overseers  as  abolished, 
the  following  new  section  embodying  the  substance  of  all  the 
parts  of  the  acts  referred  to  in  this  connection  is  recom- 
mended: 

Sec.  43.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  township  committee 
of  each  township  shall  have  the  full  supervision,  management 
and  control  of  the  making   and  repairing  of  all  roads  in  saidT       hi  Com_ 
township,  and  may   make  and  repair  the  same  by  hire  or  by  ™1"er^i*?  ^| 
contract,  and  for  that  purpose  may  annually  appoint  a  compe- roads- 
tent  person  or  persons  to  superintend  the  making  and  repairing 
of  all  roads,  the  removal  of  all  improperly  loose  stones,  all  sticks, 
broken  glass,  tinware,  wooden  or  iron  hoops,  and  all  rubbish 
whatsoever  from  the  same,  and  the  cutting  of  all  briars  and 
weeds  from  the  same ;  which  superintendent  or  superintendents 
so  appointed  shall  hold  his  or  their  position  at  the  pleasure  of 
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the  township  committee ;  and  said  committee  may  procure 
machinery,  implements,  stone,  gravel  and  other  material,  hire 
laborers  and  teams  necessary  and  proper  for  making  and  repair- 
ing all  roads  aforesaid  ;  and  may  have  power  to  purchase  gravel 
pits  and  stone  quarries  and  take  title  to  the  same  in  the  name 
of  the  township ;  and  said  committee  shall  have  power  to  direct 
and  divert  surface  water  and  water  courses,  and  remove  dirt 
from  one  portion  of  or  place  in  a  road  to  another  when  in  their 
discretion  the  same  will  facilitate  the  making  or  repairing  of 
roads  ;  provided,  that  nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  construed 
to  repeal  or  in  anywise  affect  the  act  constituting  "  Essex  public 
road  board,"  approved  March  thirty-first,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-nine,  or  any  supplement  thereto,  or  any  act 
amendatory  thereto,  or  relating  or  applicable  thereto,  or  any 
act  in  relation  to  turnpike  roads,  or  any  act  which  has  been  or 
may  be  passed  to  enable  boards  of  chosen  freeholders  to  acquire, 
improve  or  maintain  public  roads. 

"  An  act  concerning  roads. 

Approved  March  27,  1874. 
Rev.,  p.  1005,  S.  45. 

That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  overseer  of  the 
highways,  or  other  persons  by  his  order,  to  enter  on  lands 
adjacent  to  such  highways,  and  to  cut,  make,  scour  out,  cleanse 
and  keep  open  such  gutters,  drains  and  ditches  therein  as  shall 
be  sufficient  to  convey  or  draw  off  the  water  from  the  said 
highway  with  the  least  disadvantage  to  the  owner  of  said  land, 
and  the  owner  and  every  other  person  except  such  overseer  is 
hereby  prohibited  from  filling  up,  stopping  or  obstructing  such 
gutter,  drain  or  ditch  under  the  penalty  of  eight  dollars  for 
every  offence,  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt,  with  costs,  by 
the  said  overseer  in  any  court  of  record  having  cognizance  of 
that  sum,  and  applied  to  the  working  and  repairing  the  said 
highways." 

The  office  of  overseers  of  the  highways  having  been  abol- 
ished and  their  duties  vested  in  superintendents  appointed  by 
and  under  the  control  of  the  township  committee,  the  powers 
of  overseers  of  the  highways  specified  in  the  last  quoted  section 
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are  advised  to  be  regulated  and  controlled  by  the  terms  of  the 
following  proposed  section  : 

Sec.  44.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  township  committee 
of  any  township,  their  superintendent  or  superintendents  or 
other  persons  by  their  order,  may  enter  on  lands  adjacent  to 
highways  and  cut,  make,  scour  out,  cleanse  and  keep  open  such  ditches.  peD 
gutter.-,  drains  and  ditches  therein  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  con- 
vey or  draw  off  the  water  from  the  said  highway  with  the  least 
disadvantage  to  the  owner  of  the  said  land ;  and  the  owner  and 
every  other  person,  except  the  members  of  the  township  com- 
mittee or  their  superintendent  or  superintendents  of  roads,  or 
other  person  or  persons  by  their  order,  is  hereby  prohibited 
from  filling  up,  st  >pping  or  obstructing  such  gutter,  drain  or 
ditch,  under  the  penalty  of  eight  dollars  for  every  offence,  to 
be  recovered  by  action  upon  contract,  with  costs,  by  the  said 
township  committee  or  any  members  thereof,  in  any  court 
having  cognizance  of  that  sum,  and  applied  to  the  working  and 
repairing  of  the  said  highways. 

"  An  act  concerning  roads. 

Approved  March  27,  1884. 
Rev.,  p.  1005,  Sec.  49. 

That  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  overseer  in  and  through 
whose  limits  and  division  any  highways  are  or  shall  be 
laid  out,  to  cause  the  same  to  be  opened  to  their  full 
wridth,  and  all  encroachments  to  be  removed;  and  if  it  be 
doubtful  to  the  said  overseer  what  person  hath  so  narrowed  or 
encroached  upon  the  said  highway,  then  such  overseer,  or  the 
party  conceiving  himself  to  be  injured,  shall  and  may  apply  to 
any  two  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  and  the  surveyors 
of  the  township  in  and  through  which  such  highway  runs, 
who,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  are  hereby  authorized  and  di- 
rected to  determine  the  same  in  writing,  under  their  hands,  and 
thereupon  the  said  overseer  shall  forthwith  proceed  to  open  the 
highway  agreeably  to  such  determination  ;  and  if  it  be  doubtful 
to  the  said  justices  and  surveyors,  or  a  majority  of  them,  which 
of  the  proprietors  or  possessors  of  the  adjacent  lands  have  so 
narrowed  or  encroached  on  the  said  highway,  then  it  shall  be 
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the  duty  of  the  said  justices  and  surveyors,  or  a  majority  of 
them,  to  direct  in  writing,  under  their  hands,  the  said  overseer 
to  opeti  such  highway  equally  on  each,  which  order  the  over- 
seer shall  forthwith  carry  into  effect." 

"  Supplement  to  '  An  act  to  increase  the  powers  of  township 
committees/  approved  March  11,  19S0. 

Approved  May  9,  1SS4. 
P.  L.,  1884,  p.  319,  S.  1. 
S.  Rev.,  p.  1038,  S.  52,  53. 

(52.)  That  the  township  committees  of  the  several  town- 
ships of  this  State  shall  hereafter  have  the  following  powers  in 
addition  to  the  powers  now  vested  by  law  in  township  commit- 
tees, viz.:  that  township  committees  shall  exercise,  either  in 
connection  with  the  overseers  of  highways  or  independently, 
all  the  powers  given  to  overseers  by  law  under  section  forty- 
nine  of  the  general  road  law,  approved  March  27,  1874  (Rev. 
p.  1005)  in  opening  public  highways  to  their  full  width  and 
removing  encroachments  on  said  highways  when  duly  notified 
in  writing  by  party  or  parties  conceiving  himself  or  themselves 
to  be  injured  by  their  not  being  opened  to  their  full  width  or 
by  their  being  encroached  upon,  and  to  direct  the  township  as- 
sessor and  the  township  collector  respectively,  to  assess  and 
collect  sufficient  taxes  to  pay  for  the  expense  of  the  same. 

(53  )  That  when  the  township  committee  of  any  township  in 
this  State  shall  be  duly  notified  in  writing  by  a  member  of  the 
board  of  chosen  freeholders  of  the  county,  whose  duty  is  to 
build,  rebuild  or  repair  any  bridge  or  bridges  on  a  public  high- 
way in  said  township  to  define  the  line  of  said  public  highway, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  committee  immediately  to  do  so, 
and  if  it  be  doubtful  to  said  committee  where  the  lines  of  any 
of  the  said  public  highways  are,  they  shall  proceed  in  the  man- 
ner prescribed  by  section  forty-nine  of  the  general  road  law, 
approved  March  27,  1874  (Rev.  p.  1005)  either  in  connection 
with  the  overseers  of  the  highways  or  independent  of  them, 
and  to  direct  the  township  assessor  and  the  township  collector 
respectively,  to  assess  and  collect  sufficient  taxes  to  pay  for  the 
expense  of  the  same." 
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By  so  much  of  the  existing  law  relating  to  the  removal  of 
encroachments  upon  highways  as  has  been  set  forth,  it  will  be 
that  the  township  committee  might  prior  to  the  enact- 
ment of  March  12,  1891  (P.  L.  1891,  p.  137)  act  either  inde- 
pendently of,  or  in  connection  with  the  overseer  (S.  Rev.  p. 
1038,  Sec.  &2  and  53).  The  operation  of  the  act  of  1S01,  as 
has  been  previously  stated,  is  to  abolish  the  office  of  overseers 
of  the  highways  and  cast  their  duties  upon  the  township  com- 
mittee, which  suggests  the  following  section. 

Sec.  45.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  township  committee 
of  the  several  tow  :  this  State  shall  have  power  to  cause 

all  roads  within  their  respective  townships  to  be  opened  to  their 
full  width,  and  all  encroachments  thereon  to  be  removed  ;  and 

n  1--1T  £  IT  JT°    rem0ve    en- 

when  notified  in  writing  to  define  the  lines  of  a  public  road  or  croachments. 
highway  by  a  member  of  the  board  of  chosen  freeholders  or  by 
anv  other  person  or  persons  resident  in  the  township  in  which 
sueh  public  road  or  highway  is  situate,  conceiving  himself  or 
themselves  aggrieved,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  committee 
immediately  to  do  so  ;  and  if  it  be  doubtful  to  said  committee 
where  the  true  lines  of  said  public  road  or  highway  are.  or  what 
person  has  narrowed  or  encroached  upon  said  public  road  or 
highway,  then  such  township  committee  shall  apply  to  any  two 
justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  and  the  surveyors  of  the 
highways  of  the  township  in  and  through  which  such  highway 
runs,  who.  or  a  majority  of  them,  are  hereby  authorized  and 
directed  to  determine  the  same  in  writing  under  their  hands, 
and  thereupon  the  said  township  committee  or  their  superin- 
tendent or  superintendents  shall  proceed  to  open  the  said  high- 
way agreeable  to  such  determination ;  and  if  it  be  doubtful  to 
said  justices  and  surveyors,  or  a  majority  of  them,  which  of  the 
proprietors  or  possessors  of  the  adjacent  lands  have  so  narrowed 
or  encroached  on  the  said  public  road  or  highway,  then  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  justices  and  surveyors,  or  a  majority  of 
them,  to  direct  in  writing,  under  their  hands,  the  said  township 
committee  or  their  superintendent  or  superintendents  to  open 
such  highway  equally  on  each,  which  order  the  said  committee 
or  their  superintendent  or  superintendents  by  the  order  of 
said  committee,  shall  forthwith  carry  into  effect. 
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"  An  act  concerning  roads. 

Approved  April  2,  1888. 
P.  L.,  1888,  p.  364. 

That  in  case  the  pnblic  roads  of  this  State  become  blockaded 
with  snow  so  as  to  become  impassable  for  horses  and  wagons, 
or  sleighs,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  overseers  of  roads,  or 
other  authorities  who  may  have  charge  of  the  care  of  the  pub- 
lic roads,  to  remove  the  snow  as  soon  as  practicable,  so  as  to 
make  them  passable  ;  but  in  case  the  drifts  or  banks  of  snow 
are  so  great  in  the  roads  as  to  make  it  impracticable  to  remove 
them  in  all  places  on  account  of  time  and  the  expense  it  would 
incur,  the  overseers,  or  other  authorities  who  may  have  charge 
of  the  care  of  the  public  roads,  shall  have  full  power  to  enter 
on  private  property  and  to  remove  such  fences  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  make  a  passageway  for  the  public ;  and  no  person  shall 
close  up  such  passageways  until  the  public  roads  become  pass- 
able ;  provided,  in  all  cases  that  the  owner  of  the  property  so 
used  by  the  public  may  be  entitled  to  pay  for  the  actual  dam- 
age done  to  his  property  by  reason  of  the  passage-way,  the 
amount  of  damage  to  be  determined  by  appraisers,  one  of 
which  shall  be  chosen  by  the  owner  and  the  other  by  the  over- 
seer, or  other  authority,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  the  two  per- 
sons thus  chosen  shall  have  power  to  choose  a  third  person,  in 
case  they  cannot  agree,  and  all  bills  for  such  damages  shall  be 
sworn  to  by  the  appraisers  and  paid  by  the  town  or  township 
wherein  such  property  is  situated." 

The  provisions  of  the  above  act  relative  to  the  removal  of 
snow  from  public  roads  by  the  "  overseers  of  roads,  or  other 
authorities  who  may  have  charge  of  the  care  of  public  roads," 
have  been  retained  in  substance,  the  only  substantial  change 
being  to  place  the  duty  heretofore  imposed  upon  the  "overseers 
of  roads,  or  other  authorities  who  may  have  charge  of  the  care 
of  the  public  roads,"  upon  the  township  committee  or  the  sup- 
erintendent of  roads  agreeable  to  the  provisions  of  P.  L.  1891, 
p.  13o,  which  act  as  before  stated  invests  in  the  township  com. 
mittee  full  charge  of  all  roads. 
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Sec.  40.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
township  committee,  or  the  superintendent  or  superintendents1,0  remove 

*  "  r  tr  snow  where 

of  roads  appointed  by  them,  in  case  the  public  roads  of  this  £°**  is  block- 
State  become  blockaded  with  snow  so  as  to  become  impassable 
for  horses  and  wagons  or  sleighs,  to  remove  the  snow  as  soon 
as  practicable  so  as  to  make  them  passable  ;  but  in  case  the 
drifts  or  banks  of  snow  are  so  great  in  the  roads  as  to  make  it 
impracticable  to  remove  them  in  all  places,  on  account  of  time 
and  the  expense  it  would  incur,  the  said  committee  or  the  sup- 
erintendent or  superintendents  appointed  by  them  shall  have 
full  power  to  enter  on  private  property  and  to  remove  such 
fences  as  may  be  necessary  to  make  a  passage  way  for  the  pub- 
lic, and  no  person  shall  close  up  such  passage  ways  until  the 
public  roads  become  passable :  provided  in  all  cases  that  the 
owner  of  the  property  so  used  by  the  public  shall  be  entitled 
to  pav  for  the  actual  damage  done  to  his  property  bv  reason  of  fences  where 

,  -,  r-t  f      a    ,  •       a    i       impractible  to 

the  passage-way,  the  amount  of  damage  to  be  determined  by  remove  snow, 
appraisers,  one  of  which  shall  be  chosen  by  the  owner  and  the 
other  by  the  township  committee  or  a  superintendent  when 
acting,  and  the  two  persons  thus  chosen  shall  have  power  to 
choose  a  third  person,  in  case  they  cannot  agree ;  and  all  bills 
for  such  damage  shall  be  sworn  to  by  the  appraisers  and  paid 
by  the  township  wherein  such  property  is  situated. 

"  An  act  to  prohibit  owners  of  lands  along  public  roads, 
where  bridge*  are  constructed  over  streams,  from  closing  up 
access  to  such  streams  against  the  travelling  public. 

Approved  March  1,  1886. 
P.  L.,  1886,  p.  5-. 
S.  Rev.  p.  SS9,  S.  S6. 

That  whenever  a  stream  of  water  crosses  a  public  road  and 
is  there  bridged,  and  such  bridge  does  not  extend  to  within  five 
feet  of  the  outside  line  of  said  road,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for 
the  adjoining  land  owners  to  construct  a  fence  or  put  up  any 
obstruction  between  the  outside  line  of  said  road  and  the 
bridge,  unless  in  the  judgment  of  the  township  committee  of 
the  township  wherein  the  bridge  is  situate,  or  of  the  commit- 
tees of  both  townships  where  the  bridge  is  on  a  division  line 
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between  two  townships,  such  fence  or  obstruction  is  necessary 
for  purposes  of  public  safety ;  and  in  all  cases  where  it  is  prac- 
ticable so  to  do,  the  overseer  of  the  road  shall  clear  out  and 
make  passable  a  road,  path  or  access  to  such  stream  of  water  on 
at  least  one  side  of  such  bridge,  in  order  that  horses,  cattle, 
sheep  or  other  domestic  animals  may  drink  from  such  stream 
of  water. 

That  whenever  such  a  fence  or  obstruction  now  exists,  or 
may  be  hereafter  constructed,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  town- 
ship committee  of  the  township  wherein  the  bridge  is  located, 
or  partly  located,  to  notify  the  owner  of  the  land  adjoining, 
who  maintains  or  erects  such  obstruction,  to  remove  the  same 
within  ten  days  after  service  of  such  notice,  on  failure  to  do 
which  such  committee  shall  order  the  overseer  of  the  road  to 
remove  such  obstruction,  and  for  such  failure  the  landowner 
aforesaid  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  use  of  the  township 
w7hose  committee  shall  thus  act  the  sum  of  ten  dollars. 

The  last  foregoing  section  is  so  in  keeping  with  the  township 
committees  power  to  remove  obstructions  to  public  travel,  that 
place  is  given  to  it  in  the  following  section  : 

Sec.  47.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  a  stream  of  water 
Passage  way  crosses  a  public  road  and  is  there  bridged,  and  such  bridge  does 
not  extend  to  within  five  feet  of  the  outside  line  of  said  road, 
it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  adjoining  land  owners  to  construct 
a  fence  or  put  up  any  obstruction  between  the  outside  line  of 
said  road  and  the  bridge,  unless  in  the  judgment  of  the  town- 
ship committee  of  the  township  wherein  the  bridge  is  situate, 
or  of  the  committees  of  both  townships  where  the  bridge  is  on 
a  division  line  between  two  townships,  such  fence  or  obstruc- 
tion is  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  public  safety.  And  in  all 
cases  where  it  is  practicable  so  to  do,  the  township  committee, 
or  the  superintendent  of  roads,  shall  clear  out  and  make  pass- 
able a  road,  path,  or  access  to  such  stream  of  water  on  at  least 
one  side  of  such  bridge,  in  order  that  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  or 
other  domestic  animals  may  drink  from  such  stream  of  water ; 
and  wherever  such  a  fence  or  obstruction  now  exists  or  may  be 
hereafter  constructed,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  township  com- 
mittee of  the  township  wherein  the  bridge  is  located  or  partly 
located,  to  notify  the  owner  of  the  land  adjoining,  who  main- 


from  road  to 
stream, 
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tains  or  erects  such  obstruction,  to  remove  the  same  within 
ten  days  after  service  of  such  notice,  on  failure  to  do  which 
Bach  committee  shall  remove  such  obstruction  or  order  it  done; 
and  for  such  failure  the  owner  aforesaid  shall  forfeit  and  pay- 
to  the  use  of  the  township,  whose  committee  shall  thus  act,  the 
sum  of  ten  dollars. 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concern- 
ing roads '  (Revision),  approved  March  twenty-seventh,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-four. 

Approved  March  12,  1891. 
P.  L.,  1891,  p.  137,  S.  5. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  township  committee  of  each 
township  to  estimate  the  amount  of  money  they  deem  advis- 
able to  expend  for  making  and  repairing  the  public  roads  for 
their  respective  townships  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  to  publish 
the  same  at  the  same  time  and  in  like  manner  as  the  financial 
statement  of  the  township  is  now  required  to  be  published." 

It  is  deemed  advisable  to  retain  the  last  above  section,  and 
incorporate  it  in  the  duties  of  the  township  committee,  relating 
to  their  charge  of  public  roads. 

Sec.  48.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
township  committee  of  each  township  to  estimate  the  amount  £ndepubi?sh 
of  money  they  deem  advisable  to  expend  for  making  and  re.  ^^rposes. 
pairing  the  public  roads  for  their  respective  townships  for  the 
ensuing  year  and  to  publish  the  same  at  the  same  time  and  in 
the  like  manner  as  the  financial  statement  of  the  township  is  by 
this  act  required  to  be  published. 

"  An  act  for  the  protection  of  travelers  on  the  public  roads 
of  this  State. 

Approved  April  -4,  1892. 
P.  L.,  1S92,  Chapter  CCLII. 

That  when  any  public  road  of  this  State  shall  be  unsafe  to 
travelers  by  reason  of  unprotected  embankments  or  unguarded 
bridge  approaches,  or  exposure  to  overflow  for  a  greater  dis- 
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tance  than  one  hundred  feet  in  time  of  freshet  or  heavy  rain, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  town  committee  of  the  township 
within  whose  limits  such  unsafe  road  may  be,  to  notify  in  writ- 
ing, the  board  of  chosen  freeholders  of  the  county  of  the  un- 
safe condition  of  said  road  for  any  of  the  reasons  aforesaid, 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  board  to  provide  protection 
to  travelers  on  such  road  by  erecting  or  repairing  railings  and 
guards  along  said  embankments,  bridge  approaches  or  roads  ex- 
posed to  overflow,  at  the  expense  of  the  said  county,  in  the 
same  manner  that  bridges  are  built  and  maintained  by  said 
board  within  said  county." 

The  above  act  requires  of  a  township  committee  a  plain  and 
important  duty,  and  its  provisions  are  therefore  retained  in  the 
following  section.  The  duty  of  the  board  of  chosen  freehold- 
ers has  been  retained  in  order  to  make  it  intelligible,  but  the 
repetition  of  such  duty  here  cannot  in  any  particular  interfere 
with  the  operation  of  the  act  which  is  the  basis  of  the  new 
section  : 

Sec.  49.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
township  committees  of  the  several  townships  of  this  State, 
when  any  public  road  within  their  respective  townships  shall 
bankments.  be  unsafe  to  travelers  by  reason  of  unprotected  embankments 
or  unguarded  bridge  approaches  or  exposure  to  overflow  for  a 
greater  distance  than  one  hundred  feet  in  time  of  freshets  or 
heavy  rains,  to  notify  in  writing  the  board  of  chosen  freeholders 
of  their  respective  counties  of  the  unsafe  condition  of  said  road 
for  any  of  the  reasons  aforesaid ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
boards  of  chosen  freeholders  aforesaid,  forthwith  to  provide 
protection  to  travelers  on  such  road,  by  erecting  or  repairing 
railings  and  guards  along  said  embankments,  bridge  approaches 
or  roads  exposed  to  overflow,  at  the  expense  of  the  county. 

9. — TO    ERECT   AND   MAINTAIN    GUIDE-POSTS. 

"  An  act  concerning  roads. 

Approved  March  27,  1874. 
Rev.  p.  1007,  S.  58. 

That  the  board  of  chosen  freeholders  of  each  and  every 
county  in  this  State,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to 
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place,  or  cause  to  be  placed  at  the  intersection  of  all  such  pub- 
lic roads  and  highways  in  their  respective  counties,  as  they  in 
their  discretion  may  deem  proper,  a  post  or  stone  ;  and  likewise 
a  stone  at  the  end  of  each  mile  on  all  roads  as  aforesaid,  with 
inscriptions  engraved  or  painted  thereon,  in  legible  characters, 
the  name  or  names  of  the  most  noted  or  public  place  or  places 
which  such  road  may  lead,  and  also  the  names  of  such  other 
places  as  may  be  thought  proper,  with  the  estimated  number  of 
miles  to  such  places  respectively  in  figures  ;  and  that  the  board 
of  freeholders  of  the  respective  counties,  or  some  person  or 
persons  by  them  appointed,  shall  superintend  the  erecting  and 
keeping  in  repair  such  post  or  stone  guides  and  mile  stones,  at 
the  expense  of  the  counties  respectively  ;  and  if  any  person 
shall  throw  down,  demolish,  or  deface  any  such  post  or  stone 
guides  or  milestones,  appendages,  letters,  or  figures  thereon 
engraved  or  painted,  or  be  aiding  or  assisting  in  such  offence,  shall 
pay  a  fine  of  ten  dollars,  to  be  sued  for  in  action  of  debt,  by 
the  overseer  of  the  highway  in  whose  district  the  offence  has 
been  committed,  and  when  recovered  to  be  applied  to  the  use 
of  the  county." 

"  An  act  to  better  facilitate  the  direction  of  travelers  on  the 
roads,  turnpikes  or  highways  in  New  Jersey. 

Approved  March  17,  1874. 

P.  L.,  1874  p.  35. 

Rev.  p.  1033,  S.  176,  177,  178. 

(176.)  That  each  and  every  township  in  this  State  shall  in 
the  manner  hereinafter  provided,  erect  and  maintain  guide- 
posts  on  the  several  roads,  turnpikes  and  highways  within  each 
township,  at  each  and  every  place  where  such  roads,  turnpikes 
or  highways  intersect  or  cross  each  other. 

•(177.)  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  township  committee 
in  each  and  every  township  to  require  the  overseers  of  the 
highways  in  the  several  highway  districts  in  such  township  to 
ascertain  and  to  report  to  the  said  committee  annually  at  the 
first  regular  meeting  thereof,  (after  having  been  notified  so  to 
do),  at  what  place  or  places  guide  posts  are  required  as  afore- 
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said  in  section  one  of  this  act,  to  be  erected,  for  the  direction 
of  travelers,  in  each  of  the  said  districts ;  and  for  each  neglect 
or  refusal  to  so  ascertain  or  make  such  report,  said  overseers 
shall  severally  forfeit  and  pay  into  the  treasury  of  the  town- 
ship whereof  they  are  respectively  such  overseers,  the  sum  of 
ten  dollars  as  a  penalty  therefor. 

(178.)  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  and  every  township 
committee  in  the  several  townships  in  this  State,  upon  the  re- 
ceipt of  such  report  of  the  overseer  of  the  highways',  as  pro- 
vided in  section  two  of  this  act,  and  within  three  months 
thereafter  to  erect  or  cause  to  be  erected  at  each  and  every 
place  designated  in  such  report,  a  substantial  post  or  posts  of 
not  less  than  eight  feet  in  height  above  and  firmly  set  in  the 
ground,  and  near  the  upper  end  of  which  shall  be  securely  fas- 
tened a  board  of  suitable  size  and  dimensions,  and  upon  such 
board  shall  be  plainly  and  legibly  painted  the  name  of  the  next 
town  or  place  thereto,  and  also  such  other  town  or  place  of 
note  as  the  township  committee  may  think  proper,  to  which 
said  road,  turnpike  or  highway  leads,  together  with  the  dis- 
tance or  number  of  miles  to  the  same,  and  also  the  figure  of  a 
hand  with  the  forefinger  thereof  pointing  towards  the  town  or 
place  to  which  said  road,  turnpike  or  highway  leads." 

The  provisions  of  P.  L.  1874,  p.  35,  Kev.  p.  1033,  Sees.  176, 
177  and  178)  have  been  consolidated  into  the  following  section, 
placing  upon  the  township  committee  the  duty  to  set  up  and 
maintain  guide-posts.  The  duty  of  ascertaining  the  places  at 
which  guide-posts  are  to  be  erected  and  maintained  is  placed 
upon  the  superintendent  or  superintendents  of  highways  in- 
stead of  overseers  of  highways  because  of  the  provisions  of  P. 
L.  1891,  p.  137.  Section  58,  Rev.  p.  1007,  has  been  set  out  in 
this  connection,  by  which  it  will  appear  that  to  some  extent, 
under  the  existing  law,  the  board  of  chosen  freeholders  of  the 
several  counties,  and  the  township  committee  of  the  several 
townships  in  this  State,  have  concurrent  jurisdiction  in  the 
matter  of  guide-posts : 

Sec.  50.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  township  committee  of 
each  and  every  township  in  this  State  shall  erect  and  maintain 
guide-posts  on  the  several  roads,  turnpikes  and  highways  within 
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each  township  at  each  and  every  place  where  such  roads,  turn- 
pikes or  highways  intersect  or  cross  each  other ;  the  said  com-  Guide-posts, 
mittee  shall  at  each  of  their  annual  meetings  direct  the  super- 
intendent or  superintendents  of  roads,  or  other  person  or  per- 
sons appointed  by  them  for  that  purpose  to  ascertain  and  report 
to  the  said  committee,  as  soon  after  such  appointment  as  prac- 
ticable, at  what   place  or  places   guide-posts  are   required   as 
aforesaid  to  be  erected  in  each  township  for  the  direction  of 
travelers,  and  said  committee,  upon  the  receipt  of  such  report, 
shall   within  three   months   thereafter  erect   or   cause   to  be 
erected  at  each  and  every  place  designated  in  such  report,  a 
substantial  post  or  posts  of  not  less  than  eight  feet  in  height 
above,  and  firmly  set  in  the  ground,  and  near  the  upper  end  of 
which  shall  be  securely  fastened  a  board  of  suitable  size  and 
dimensions,  and  upon  such  board  shall  be  plainly  and  legibly 
painted  the  name  of  the  next  town  or  place  thereto,  and  also 
such  other  town  or  place  of  note  as  said  committee  may  think 
proper,  to  which  said  road,  turnpike  or  highway  leads,  together 
with  the  estimated  distance  or  number  of  miles  to  the  same,  and 
also  the  figure  of  a  hand  with  the  forefinger  thereof  pointing 
towards  the  town  or  place  to  which  said  road,  turnpike  or  high- 
way leads. 

10. — TO    TRANSMIT   TO    THE    COMPTROLLER    A    STATEMENT   OF   THE 

DEBT    OR   DEBTS    OF   THE   TOWNSHIP,    AND   THE    RATE   OF 

INTEREST   PAID   ON    SALD   DEBT. 

"An  act  creating  the  office  of  comptroller  of  the  treasury, 
and  defining  the  duties  thereof. 

Approved  March  17,  1865. 
P.  L..  1805,  p.  374. 
Kev.  p.  1217,  S.  29. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board  of  chosen  freeholders 
of  each  county,  the  committeemen  of  each  township,  the  mayor 
and  common  council  of  each  city,  and  the  representative 
authority  of  each  borough  in  this  State  to  transmit  to  the 
comptroller,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October  in  each  year, 
a  statement  of  the  debt  or  debts  of  their  respective  county, 
township,  city  or  borough,  the  purpose  for  which  the  same 
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were  incurred,  to  be  stated  separately,  and  the  rate  of  interest 
paid  on  each  debt." 

The  following  new  section,  based  upon  the  provisions  of  the 
above  act  is  proposed: 

Report  to  state  Sec.  ^1.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Comptroller,  township  committee  of  each  township  in  this  State  to  transmit 
to  the  comptroller  of  this  State,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
October  in  each  year  a  statement  of  the  debt  or  debts  of  their 
respective  townships,  the  purpose  for  which  the  same  were  in- 
curred, to  be  stated  separately,  and  the  rate  of  interest  paid  on 
each  debt. 

Chief  among,  and  the  most  important  of  the  duties  of  the 
second  class  of  the  township  committee,  or  "  such  as  the  com- 
mittee is  required  to  perform  upon  certain  contingencies  or 
conditions  arising  necessitating  action,"  are  those  relating  to 
the  subject  of  taxation.  Although  a  township  committee  is 
not  possessed  of  the  power  to  direct  what  moneys  are  to  be 
raised  by  taxation  for  general  township  purposes — that  power 
being  vested  in  the  electors  or  legal  voters  of  each  township — 
the  committee  has,  under  existing  legislation,  the  power  to 
direct  a  tax  levy  or  assessment  to  be  made  for  specific  purposes, 
and  in  the  event  of  certain  contingencies  arising,  which  con- 
tingencies are  so  intimately  connected  with  various  other  sub- 
jects such  as  "roads  and  streets,"  "sidewalks,  crosswalks  and 
pavements,"  "lighting  of  roads  and  streets,"  "sewerage  and 
drainage,"  "  water  supply,"  "  fire  departments,"  "  public  build- 
ings," "  free  public  libraries  "  and  other  kindred  subjects,  here- 
inafter treated,  that  it  is  thought  advisable  to  relegate  all  ex- 
cept the  matter  of  taxation,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  enforcement 
of  the  collection  of  taxes  in  arrears  and  matters  incident  thereto, 
to  those  subjects,  so  far  as  they  appertain  to  the  same.  The 
"  adjustment  of  past  due  taxes  and  interest  on  the  same  "  also 
devolves  upon  the  township  committee  and  is  provided  for 
and  considered  under  that  title. 

The  existing  power  of  the  township  committee  to  release  a 
township  collector  from  the  obligation  of  his  official  bond  upon 
certain  conditions  is  advised  and  recommended  as  a  part  of 
this  subject. 
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The  matter  of  the  settlement  and  relief  of  the  poor  has  at 
least  so  far  as  provision  for  relief  is  provided  for,  received  no 
little  attention  in  the  form  of  modern  legislation,  and  treated 
as  it  has  been,  as  a  contingent  duty  imposed  upon  the  town- 
ship committee  of  each  township,  it  is  concluded  that  no  more 
appropriate  place  can  be  provided  for  it  than  here.  The  pro- 
cedure and  formality  now  required  by  law  in  order  to  secure  a 
legal  settlement  is  not  here  disturbed  because  the  burden  of  it 
rests  upon  the  overseer  of  the  poor. 

Although  the  recognized  and  approved  law  requiring  the 
township  committee  to  provide  for  the  construction  of 
waste  gates  in  dams  is  generally  regarded  with  indifference, 
it  is  advised,  (because  of  the  increase  in  the  construction 
of  barriers  to  the  natural  flow  of  water)  that  the  present 
legislation  be  so  changed  as  to  meet  present  and  probable 
future  conditions.  Another  duty  of  this  class  devolving 
upon  the  township  committee  is  based  upon  the  act  which 
provides  for  protection  against  mad  dogs,  and  is  provided 
for  by  the  act  approved  March  28,  1862  (Rev.  p.  25,  S.  58)  and 
the  supplement  thereto  approved  March  26,  1889  (P.  L.  1889, 
p.  96)  the  provisions  of  which  two  enactments  are  retained. 

The  provisions  of  the  act  for  the  preservation  of  sheep, 
qualified  and  changed  by  supplements  are  retained  and  incor- 
porated in  one  section. 

The  subjects  referred  to  and  matters  incident  to  them  are 
disposed  of  under  the  following  titles  and  in  the  foDowing 
order. 

1.  To  cause  to  be  issued,  and  to  issue  warrants  for  the  col- 
lection of  taxes  in  arrears. 

2.  To  execute  and  deliver  to  purchasers  of  lands,  &c,  sold 
for  taxes  a  deed  for  the  same,  if  not  redeemed. 

3.  To  purchase  lands,  &c  ,  and  goods  and  chattels  under  cer- 
tain circumstances,  when  sold  for  taxes,  and  to  sell  and  transfer 
lands,  &c,  held  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  township  by  virtue 
of  purchase  at  tax  sales. 

4.  To  sell  lands  other  than  those  acquired  at  tax  sales. 

5.  To  provide  for  assessments  against  property  overlooked 
by  assessors,  or  assessed  at  too  low  a  valuation. 
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6.  Apportion  taxes  among  subdivisions  of  tracts  or  parcels  of 
lands  assessed. 

7.  Upon  certain  conditions,  to  release  certain  township  offi- 
cers from  the  operation  of  official  obligations  and  bonds. 

8.  To  provide  for  the  relief  of  poor  persons. 

9.  To  provide  for  the  construction  of  proper  waste  gates  in 
dams. 

10.  To  provide  for  protection  against  mad  dogs. 

11.  The  preservation  of  sheep  and  other  domestic  animals. 


1  — TO   CAUSE   TO   BE   ISSUED,    AND   TO    ISSUE   WARRANTS   FOE 
COLLECTION    OF   TAXES   EN   ARREARS. 

"  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concerning  taxes,' 
approved  April  fourteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six 
(Revision). 

Approved  March  24,  1S69. 
P.  L.,  1869,  p.  612. 
Eev.,  p.  1161,  S.  98. 

That  in  all  cases  wjiere  a  tax  warrant  has  been  or  shall  here- 
after be  issued  for  the  collection  of  taxes  in  any  township  of 
the  State,  and  the  officer  receiving  the  same  has  neglected  or 
failed  to  execute  or  return  the  same,  or  to  collect  any  part  of 
the  taxes  thereby  directed  to  be  collected  within  the  time  now 
limited  by  law,  the  justice  of  the  peace  who  issued  the  said 
warrant,  or  in  case  of  his  death  or  disability  or  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  office,  then  any  other  justice  of  the  peace  of  the 
said  county  shall  at  the  request  of  the  township  committee  of 
the  said  township  issue  alias  or  pluries  warrants  for  the  collec- 
tion of  such  taxes  as  shall  remain  uncollected  under  the  previ- 
ous warrant,  which  said  alias  or  pluries  warrants  shall  be  good 
and  effective  for  that  purpose  and  shall  be  executed  and  re- 
turned in  like  manner  as  is  provided  in  the  case  of  original 
warrants,  and  shall  be  directed  and  delivered  to  such  constable 
of  said  county  as  the  township  committee  may  designate,  or 
such  special  constable  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  said  com- 
mittee for  that  purpose,  and  such  constable  or  special  con- 
stable  so  designated  or  appointed,    after    giving  bond    with 


141 

such  security  as  the  said  committee  may  direct  and  approve 
of  shall  in  the  execution  of  said  warrant  have  the  same  powers 
and  perform  the  same  duties,  and  be  subject  to  the  same  liabili- 
ties and  forfeitures,  and  receive  the  same  compensation  as  is 
now  provided  in  relation  to  the  township  collectors  of  the  sev- 
eral townships  in  the  execution  of  warrants  for  the  collection 
of  taxes." 

It  is  not  proposed  to  interfere  with  any  of  the  provisions  of  the 
tax  act  except  to  endeavor  to  consolidate  such  as  relate  to  the 
duties  of  the  township  committee  in  the  enforcement  of  the 
payment  of  taxes  in  arrears  through  the  medium  of  tax  war- 
rants. The  initiatory  step  in  the  proceedings  to  collect  taxes 
in  arrears  devolves  upon  the  collector  of  taxes,  but  the  fre- 
quent failure  to  collect  the  same  because  of  the  want  of  goods 
and  chattels  owned  by  the  delinquent  tax  payer,  and  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  collector,  prompted  the  provisions,  by  addi- 
tional legislation,  for  the  issuing  by  the  township  committee  of 
alias  and  pluries  warrants,  and  warrants  for  the  sale  of  real 
estate. 

The  following  section  is  advised  as  a  substitute  for  the  sec- 
tion last  quoted : 

Sec.  52.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
township  committee  of  the  several  townships  of  this  State,  in 
all  cases  where  a  tax  warrant  has  been  or  shall  hereafter  be  is-   m  . 

To  issue  alias 

sued  for  the  collection  of  taxes  in  anv  township,  and  the  officer01"  piuneswar- 

«  r '  rants. 

receiving  the  same,  has  neglected  or  failed  to  execute  or  return 

the  same,  or  collect  any  part  of  the  taxes  thereby  directed  to  be 

collected  within  the  time  now  limited  by  law,  to  direct  the 

justice  of  the  peace,  who  issued  the  said  warrant,  or  in  case  of 

his  death  or  disability,  or  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office, 

some  other  justice  of  the  peace  of  their  respective  counties,  to 

issue  alias  or  pluries  warrants  for  the  collection  of  such  taxes 

as  shall  remain  uncollected  under  the  previous  warrants,  directed 

to  such  constables  of  their  respective   counties  as  they  may 

select,  or  to  such  special  constable  as  may  be  appointed  by 

them  for  that  purpose  ;  which  said  alias  and  pluries  warrants 

i      j    «•     •      <•      i  iini  ^&y  app°int 

shall  be  good  and  effective  for  that  purpose,  and  shall  be  exe-  special  consta- 

cuted  and  returned  in  like  manner  as  is  provided  in  case  of 
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original  warrants ;  and  the  said  committees  shall  require  said 
constable  or  special  constable,  so  designated  or  appointed,  to 
give  bond  with  such  security  as  they  may  direct  and  approve, 
the  said  constable  or  special  constable  shall  have  the  same 
powers  and  perform  the  same  duties  and  be  subject  to  the  same 
liabilities  and  penalties,  and  receive  the  same  compensation  as 
is  now  provided  in  relation  to  the  township  collectors  of  the 
several  townships  in  the  execution  of  warrants  for  the  collec- 
tion of  taxes. 

"  An  act  to  make  taxes  a  lien  on  real  estate  and  to  authorize 
sales  for  the  payment  of  the  same. 

Approved  March  17,  1854. 
P.  L.,  1854,  p.  429. 
Rev.  p.  1164,  S.  116. 

That  in  case  any  assessment  of  taxes  as  specified  in  the  last 
preceding  section,  together  with  the  interest  thereon  and  costs 
and  fees  aforesaid  shall  remain  unpaid  for  the  space  of  one 
year  after  the  said  taxes  were  payable,  then  and  in  every  such 
case  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  township  committee  of  the  said 
township  or  a  majority  of  them  to  issue  their  warrant  under 
their  respective  hands  and  seals,  directed  to  any  constable  of 
the  said  township,  therein  and  thereby  commanding  him  to 
make  said  taxes,  with  the  interest  and  costs  and  fees  as  afore- 
said, of  the  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or  real  estate,  on 
account  whereof  the  same  were  assessed  as  aforesaid  and  of 
which  the  assessor's  description  shall  be  therein  set  forth  by 
selling  the  same  or  any  part  thereof  as  will  be  sufficient  for  that 
purpose  for  the  shortest  terms  for  which  any  person  or  persons 
will  agree  to  take  the  same,  and  pay  such  taxes,  with  the  in- 
terest thereon,  and  all  costs,  fees,  charges  and  expenses  and 
further  directing  the  said  constables  to  pay  the  money  or 
moneys  raised  by  such  sale  to  the  said  township  committee  of 
said  township  and  to  make  return  of  said  warrant  and  his  pro- 
ceedings thereunder,  to  said  township  committee  of  said  town- 
ship, to  be  filed  by  the  clerk  of  said  township  among  the  other 
papers  of  said  township." 

The    last    preceding    section     above    referred  to  provides 
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"  That  any  assessment  of  taxes  made  in  this  State  against  any 
person  or  persons  residing  out  of  this  State,  or  foreign  corpora- 
tion residing  out  of  the  county  in  which  the  land  is  located,  on 
account  of  any  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or  real  estate  of 
such  person  or  persons,  or  corporation,  shall  be  and  remain  a 
lien  on  all  the  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or  real  estate, 
on  account  of  which  said  assessment  shall  be  made,  with  lawful 
interest  thereon  accruing,  and  all  costs  and  fees  in  relation  to 
said  assessment  and  collection  thereof,  for  the  space  of  two 
years  from  the  time  when  the  taxes  so  as  aforesaid  assessed 
were  payable." 

"  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  make  taxes  a 
lien  on  real  estate,  and  to  authorize  sales  for  the  payment  of 
the  same,'  Approved  March  seventeenth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty-four  (Revision). 

Approved  March  25,  1863. 
P.  L.  1663,  p.  497. 
Rev.  p.  1165,  S.  122. 

That  any  assessment  of  taxes  made  in  this  State  against  any 
person  or  persons  or  corporation  on  account  of  any  lands,  tene- 
ments, hereditaments  or  real  estate  of  such  person  or  persons  or 
corporations  shall  be  and  remain  a  lien  on  all  the  lands,  tene- 
ments and  hereditaments  or  real  estate,  on  account  of  which 
said  assessment  shall  be  made  with  lawful  interest  thereon  ac- 
cruing and  all  costs  and  fees  in  relation  to  said  assessment  and 
collection  thereof,  for  the  space  of  two  years  from  the  time 
when  the  taxes  so  as  aforesaid  assessed  were  payable,  and  in 
case  any  such  assessment  of  taxes  together  with  the  interest 
thereon  and  the  costs  and  fees  as  aforesaid  shall  remain  unpaid 
for  the  space  of  four  months  after  said  taxes  were  payable, 
then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  township  committee  of  the 
township  in  which  said  assessment  has  been  made,  or  a  majority 
of  them,  to  proceed  for  the  collection  of  the  same  in  the 
manner  prescribed  in  and  by  the  several  provisions  of  the  act 
to  which  this  is  a  supplement ;  all  which  proceedings  shall 
be  as  valid  and  effectual  as  in  cases  of  assessment  under  said 
act." 
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"  A  further  act  concerning  taxes,  making  the  same  a  first 
lien  on  real  estate,  and  to  authorize  sales  for  the  payment  of 
the  same. 

Approved  March  14,  1S79. 
P.  L.,  1879,  p.  340. 
S.  Eev.  p.  990,  S.  51. 

That  in  case  of  any  taxes  specified  in  the  last  preceding 
section,  together  with  the  interest  thereon  and  costs,  fees, 
charges  and  expenses  aforesaid,  shall  remain  unpaid  and  in 
arrears  for  the  space  of  six  months  from  and  after  the  time 
when  payable,  then  and  in  every  such  case  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  township  committee,  or  a  majority  of  them,  to  issue 
their  warrant,  which  warrant  may  include  the  names  of  any 
number  of  delinquent  owners  and  the  description  of  each  of 
their  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or  real  estate  on  account 
of  which  such  taxes  were  assessed  under  the  common  seal  of 
the  township,  signed  by  the  chairman  thereof  and  attested 
by  the  township  clerk,  directed  to  the  collector  of  the  said 
township,  therein  and  thereby  commanding  him  to  make  said 
taxes  with  the  interest,  costs,  fees,  charges  and  expenses  as 
aforesaid  out  of  the  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or  real 
estate  on  account  of  which  the  same  were  assessed  and  incurred 
as  aforesaid  by  selling  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof  as  will  be 
sufficient  for  that  purpose,  for  the  shortest  term  for  which  any 
person  or  persons  will  agree  to  take  the  same,  and  pay  such 
taxes  with  the  interest  thereon  and  all  costs,  fees,  charges  and 
expenses,  and  further  directing  the  said  collector  to  make 
return  of  said  warrant  with  all  his  proceedings  thereunder,  in 
writing,  within  four  months  from  the  date  thereof  to  said 
township  committee." 

That  part  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  make  taxes  a  lien 
on  real  estate,  and  to  authorize  sales  for  the  payment  of  the 
same,"  approved  March  17,  1854  (P.  L.,  1S54,  p.  429,  quoted, 
provides  for  the  issuing  of  tax  warrants  by  the  township  com- 
mittee for  the  collection  of  "  any  assessment  of  taxes  made 
in  this  State  against  any  person  or  persons  residing  out  of  the 
State,  or  foreign  corporation  residing  out  of  the  county  in 
which  the  land  is  located,  on  account  of  any  lands,  tenements, 
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hereditaments  or  real  estate  of  such  person  or  persons,  or  cor- 
porations." The  supplement  to  that  act,  approved  March  25, 
1863  (P.  L.,  1803,  p.  497),  so  amends  it  as  to  provide  for  the 
issuing  of  tax  warrants  by  the  township  committee,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  for  the  collection  of  assessments  of  taxes 
made  against  any  person  or  persons  or  corporation  on  account 
of  any  lands,  Arc. 

Section  one  (1)  of  the  act  entitled  "  A  further  act  concern- 
ing taxes,  making  the  same  a  first  lien  on  real  estate  and  to 
authorize  sales  for  the  payment  of  the  same,"  approved  March 
14,  1879  (P.  L.,  1S79,  p.  340  ;  S.  Pvev.,  S.  51),  is  substantially 
the  same  as  section  one  (1)  of  the  act  of  1863,  at  least  with 
regard  to  the  duty  and  power  of  the  township  committee  to 
issue  tax  warrants,  and  the  following  section,  based  upon  sec- 
tion two  (2)  of  the  act  of  1879  (S.  Eev.,  p.  990,  S-  51),  is  offered 
as  a  substitute. 

Sec.  53.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  case  any  taxes  shall 
hereafter  be  laid,  assessed  or  imposed  pursuant  to  the  laws  of  wJr°rants e  for 
this  State,  against  any  person  or  persons  or  corporations  for  or  unpaid011  taxes 
on  account  of  any  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or  real  fate1)n|tcrea  es 
estate  situate,  lying  and  being  in  this  State,  together  with  the 
lawful  interest  thereon,  and  all  costs,  fees,  charges  and  expenses, 
shall  remain  unpaid  and  in  arrears  for  the  space  of  six  months 
from  and  after  the  time  when  payable,  then  and  in  every  such 
case  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  township  committee,  or  a  majority 
of  them,  to  issue  their  warrant,  which  warrant  may  include 
the  names  of  any  number  of  delinquent  owners  and  the  de- 
scription of  each  of  their  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or 
real  estate  on  account  of  which  such  taxes  were  assessed,  under 
the  common  seal,  if  any,  of  the  township,  signed  by  the  chair- 
man thereof,  and  attested  by  the  township  clerk,  directed  to 
the  collector  of  the  said  township,  therein  and  thereby  com- 
manding him  to  make  said  taxes,  with  the  interest,  costs,  fees, 
charges  and  expenses  as  aforesaid,  out  of  the  lands,  tenements, 
hereditaments  or  real  estate,  on  account  of  which  the  same 
were  assessed  and  incurred  as  aforesaid,  by  selling  the  same,  or 
such  part  thereof  as  will  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  for  the 
shortest  term  for  which  any  person  or  persons  will  agree  to 
take  the  same  and  pay  such  taxes,  with  the  interest  thereon, 
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and  all  costs,  fees,  charges  and  expenses,  and  further  directing 
the  said  collector  to  make  return  of  said  warrant,  with  all  his 
proceedings  thereunder,  in  writing,  within  four  months  thereof, 
to  said  township  committee  ;  said  warrants  to  be  recorded  as 
in  this  act  provided  for. 

2 TO    EXECUTE    AND    DELIVER    TO    PURCHASERS     OF     LANDS,    &C, 

SOLD  FOR  TAXES  A  DEED  FOR  THE  SAME,  IF  NOT  REDEEMED. 

"  A  further  act  concerning  taxes,  making  the  same  a  first 
lien  on  real  estate,  and  to  authorize  sales  for  the  payment  of 
the  same. 

Approved  March  14,  1 879.  * 
P.  L.,  1879,  p.  340,  S.  9,  10. 
S.  Rev.,  p.  992,  S.  57,  58. 

(9.)  That  the  owner  or  owners,  mortgagee,  occupant  or  any 
other  person  having  a  legal  or  equitable  interest  in  any  lands, 
tenements,  hereditaments  or  real  estate  sold  for  taxes  as  afore- 
said may  redeem  the  same  at  any  time  within  two  years  from 
the  date  of  such  sale  by  paying  to  the  purchaser,  or  his  legal 
representative,  the  amount  of  purchase  money  set  out  in  detail 
in  said  certificate,  with  twelve  per  centum  interest  thereon, 
together  with  such  other  fees,  costs,  expenses  and  charges  as 
may  have  been  incurred  by  the  purchaser  under  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  and  the  purchaser,  upon  receiving  such  payment, 
if  made  by  the  owner  or  owners  thereof,  shall  recover  and 
restore  to  such  owner  or  owners  such  real  estate,  and  in  case 
the  owner  or  holder  of  any  estate  in  lien  upon  or  right  of  pos- 
session of  such  real  estate  so  sold,  shall  pay  to  the  purchaser 
within  the  said  two  years  the  aforesaid  purchase  money,  interest, 
fees,  costs,  expenses  and  charges,  the  sale  shall  be  of  no  further 
effect,  and  the  mortgagee,  or  other  person  so  redeeming,  shall 
have  a  lien  on  the  said  premises  for  the  amount  paid  with 
twelve  per  centum  interest  thereon,  in  like  manner  as  if  the 
same  had  been  included  in  his,  her  or  their  mortgage  or  other 
lien. 

(10.)  That  in  case  such  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or 
real  estate  so  sold  shall  not  be   redeemed  within  the  time  pro- 
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vided  for  by  this  act,  then  and  in  that  case  the  township  com- 
mittee, upon  due   proof   being  made   by   affidavit  that  such 
redemption  has  not  been  made,  and  the  surrender  of  such  cer- 
tificate, shall  execute  and  deliver  to  the  purchaser,  his"  legal 
representatives  or  assigns,  at  his  or  their  expense,  a  deed  for 
the  same,  under  the  common  seal  of  the  township,  signed  by 
the  chairman  of  such  township  committee,  and  attested  by  the 
township   clerk,    and   acknowledged    according  to  law,  which 
deed  shall  contain  a  description  of  the  property,  the  year  of 
the  tax  assessment,  the  fact  of  advertisement  and  sale,  the  date 
of  sale  and  the  period  for  which  the  premises  were  sold,  and 
which  deed  shall  be  recorded  in  the  clerk's  office  of  the  county 
where  the  lands  are  situate  within  ten   clays  after  date  thereof, 
and  if  not  so  recorded,  the  same  shall  be  of  no  effect  until  such 
period  as  against  a  mortgagee  or   purchaser  in  good  faith,  and 
the  right  of  redemption  shall  also  continue  until  such  record, 
notwithstanding  the  lapse  of  the  aforesaid  two  years ;  and  that 
such   purchaser  or  purchasers,  and  his  and  their  legal  repre- 
sentatives, upon  complying  with  the  provisions  of   this   act, 
shall  by  virtue  thereof,  lawfully  hold  and  enjoy  said  lands, 
tenements,  hereditaments  or  real  estate  for  and  during  the  term 
for  which  he,  she  or  they  shall  have  purchased  the  same  for 
his,   her   or   their  proper  use,  benefit  and  advantage,    against 
the  owner  or  owners  thereof,  and  all  and  every  person  or  per- 
sons claiming  under  him,  her  or  them,  and  against  any  and  all 
other  estates  therein  whether  legal  or  equitable,  and  any  and 
all  mortgages,  alienations,  devises,  descents,  liens  and  encum- 
brances of  every  kind   and  nature  as  fully  and  completely  as 
though  there  were   no   other  estates,    mortgages,   alienations, 
devises,  descents,  liens  or  encumbrances  of,  in,  upon  or  against 
said  property,  or  any  part  thereof,  until  said  term  shall  be  fully 
completed  and  ended,  and  the  purchaser  shall  be  at  liberty  at 
or  before   the   expiration   of  the   said  term,  to  remove  any 
building  or  buildings  and  materials  erected  and  placed  by  him, 
her  or  them  thereon,  and  when  said  term  shall  have  ended, 
shall  peaceably  and  quietly  yield  up  the  same  to  the  lawful 
owner   or   owners   thereof  in  as  good  state  and  condition  as 
when  he  took  the  possession  of  the  same,  damage  resulting 
from  the  ordinary  use  and  the  elements  excepted." 
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Although  the  foregoing  section  nine  (9)  of  the  act  approved 
March  14,  1879  (P.  L.,  1879,  p.  340),  provides  no  duty  to  be 
performed  by  the  township  committee,  it  has  been  set  out 
not  only  because  its  provisions  are  referred  to  in  section  ten 
(10)  of  the  same  act,  but  because  section  ten  (10)  requires 
the  performance  of  a  duty  by  the  township  committee 
contingent  upon  the  conditions  set  out  in  section  nine  (9), 
which  it  is  advised  should  be  made  a  part  of  the  proposed 
new  act,  and  in  the  language  in  which  it  is  found. 

who  may  re-  ^ec-  ^4.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  owner  or  owners, 
soidmfor  taxes!  mortgagee,  occupant,  or  any  other  person  having  a  legal  or 
when  and  how.  eqUitable  interest  in  any  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or 
real  estate  sold  for  taxes  as  in  this  act  provided,  may  redeem 
the  same  at  any  time  within  two  years  from  the  date  of  such 
sale  by  paying  to  the  purchaser,  or  his  legal  representative,  the 
amount  of  money  set  out  in  detail  in  said  certificate,  with 
twelve  per  centum  interest  thereon,  together  with  such  other 
fees,  costs,  expenses  and  charges  as  may  have  been  incurred  or 
paid  by  the  purchasers  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and 
the  purchaser  upon  receiving  such  payment,  if  made  by  the 
owner  or  owners  thereof,  shall  forthwith  restore  to  sach  owner 
or  owners  the  possession  of  such  real  estate,  and  in  case  the 
owner  or  holder  of  any  estate  in  lien  upon  or  right  of  posses- 
sion of  such  real  estate  so  sold  shall  pay  to  the  purchaser  within 
the  said  two  years  the  aforesaid  purchase  money,  interest,  fees, 
costs,  expenses  and  charges,  the  sale  shall  be  of  no  further 
effect,  and  the  mortgagee  or  other  person  so  redeeming  shall 
have  a  lien  on  the  said  premises  for  the  amount  paid,  with 
twelve  per  centum  interest  thereon,  in  like  manner  as  if  the 
same  had  been  included  in  his,  her  or  their  mortgage  or  other 
lien. 

Sec.  55.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  case  such  lands,  tene- 
m    •  »  a^a  f„  ments,  hereditaments  or  real  estate  so  sold  shall  not  be  redeemed 

To  give  deed  to  ' 

fa^ds'sokffor  W^mn  ^ne  ^me  provided  for  by  this  act,  then  and  in  that  case 
taxes.  the  township  committee,  upon  due  proof  being  made  by  the 

affidavit  of  the  purchaser  or  his  legal  representative  that  such 
redemption  has  not  been  made,  and  the  surrender  of  such  cer- 
tificate, shall  execute  and  deliver  to  the  purchaser,  his  legal 
representative  or  assigns,  at  his  or  their  expense,  a  deed  for  the 
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same,  under  the  common  seal  of  the  township,  signed  by  the 
chairman  of  such  township  committee,  and  attested  by  the 
township  clerk,  and  acknowledged  according  to  law,  which 
deed  shall  contain  a  description  of  the  property,  the  year  of 
the  tax  assessment,  the  fact  of  advertising  and  sale,  the  date  of 
sale  and  the  period  for  which  the  premises  were  sold,  and 
which  deed  shall  be  recorded  in  the  clerk's  office  of  the  county 
where  the  lands  are  situate  within  ten  days  after  the  delivery 
thereof,  and  if  not  so  recorded,  the  same  shall  be  of  no  effect 
until  so  recorded,  as  against  a  mortgagee  or  purchaser  in  good 
faith,  and  the  right  of  redemption  shall  also  continue  until 
such  record,  notwithstanding  the  lapse  of  the  aforesaid  two 
years,  and  that  such  purchaser  or  purchasers,  his  and  their  legal 
representatives  or  assigns,  upon  complying  with  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  shall,  by  virtue  thereof,  lawfully  hold  and  enjoy 
said  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or  real  estate  for  and 
during  the  term  for  which  he,  she  or  they  shall  have  purchased 
the  same  for  his,  her  or  their  own  proper  use,  benefit  and 
advantage,  against  the  owner  or  owners  thereof,  and  all  and 
every  person  or  persons  claiming  under  him,  her  or  them,  and 
against  any  and  all  other  estates  therein,  whether  legal  or 
equitable,  and  any  and  all  mortgages,  alienations,  descents,  liens 
and  encumbrances  of  every  kind  and  nature,  as  fully  and  com- 
pletely as  though  there  were  no  other  estates,  mortgages, 
alienations,  devises,  descents,  liens  or  encumbrances  of,  in,  upon 
and  against  said  property,  or  any  part  thereof,  until  said  term 
shall  be  fully  completed  and  ended ;  and  the  purchaser  shall 
be  at  liberty  at  or  before  the  expiration  of  the  said  term,  to 
remove  any  building  or  buildings  and  material  erected  and 
placed  by  him,  her  or  them  thereon,  and  when  said  term  shall 
have  ended,  shall  peaceably  and  quietly  yield  up  the  same  to 
the  lawful  owner  or  owners  thereof  in  as  good  state  and  condi- 
tion as  when  he  took  the  same,  damage  resulting  from  ordinary 
use  and  the  elements  excepted. 
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"  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  make  taxes  a 
lien  upon  real  estate  and  authorize  sales  for  the  payment  of  the 
same,'  approved  March  seventeenth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty-four. 

Approved  April  5,  1878. 

P.  L.  1878,  p.  308. 

S.  Rev.,  p.  990,  S.  49. 

That  at  any  sale  of  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  and  real 
estate  hereafter  made  by  virtue  ol  the  said  act  entitled  '  An 
act  to  make  taxes  a  lien  upon  real  estate  and  to  authorize  sales 
for  the  payment  of  the  same,'  approved  March  seventeenth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-four  (Rev.,  p.  1163),  and  the  sup- 
plements thereto,  if  there  shall  be  no  purchaser  or  purchasers 
for  said  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  and  real  estate,  or  any 
part  thereof,  then  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  treasurer 
of  the  city  or  of  the  township  committee  of  the  township  where 
said  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  and  real  estate  may  be  as- 
sessed, to  purchase  the  same  for  the  benefit  of  said  city  or  town- 
ship, subject  to  the  same  redemption  as  is  now  provided  by  law; 
and  the  certificate  of  such  treasurer,  stating  the  payment  of  the 
amount  now  required  by  law  to  be  paid  upon  the  redemption 
of  any  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  and  real  estate  sold  by 
virtue  of  said  act  and  the  supplements  thereto,  and  showing 
what  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  and  real  estate  such  pay- 
ment is  intended  to  redeem,  shall  be  evidence  of  such  redemp- 
tion." 

"  A  further  act  concerning  taxes,  making  the  same  a  first  lien 
on  real  estate  and  to  authorize  sales  for  the  payment  of  the 
same. 

Approved  March  12,  1880. 
P.  L.,  1879,  p.  283. 
S.  Rev.,  p.  991,  S.  72. 

That  any  sale  of  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or  real  estate 
made  by  virtue  of  this  act  and  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  sup- 
plement, if  there  be  no  purchasers  therefor,  then  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  township  committee  of  said  township  to 
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cause  said  lands,  tenements  or  real  estate  to  be  purchased  for 
the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  township,  and  that  the  in- 
habitants of  said  township  so  purchasing  shall  have  lawful 
right  and  authority  to  use,  occupy  and  enjoy  said  lands,  tene- 
ments or  real  estate  and  through  their  township  committee  to 
take  such  proceedings  as  may  be  necessary  to  obtain  possession 
thereof,  and  to  sell  and  transfer  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof, 
to  any  person  paying  the  purchase  price  therefor,  together 
with  the  subsequent  taxes  and  lawful  interest." 

•■  An  act  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  goods  and  chattels  at 
sale  for  delinquent  taxes. 

Approved  March  12,  IS 70. 

P.  L.  1S79,  p.  123. 

S.  Rev.  p.  1021,  S.  176. 

That  at  the  sale  of  goods  and  chattels  of  delinquent  tax 
payers  for  the  non-payment  of  taxes,  if  there  shall  be  no  pur- 
chaser or  purchasers  of  the  said  goods  and  chattels  so  exposed 
for  sale,  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  officer  of  any  city  or 
township  attending  the  sale  so  made  to  purchase  the  same  for 
the  benefit  of  said  city  or  township." 

3 TO    PURCHASE    LANDS    &C,    AND    GOODS    AND    CHATTELS    UNDER 

CERTAIN  CIRCUMSTANCES,  WHEN  SOLD  FOE  TAXES,  AST)  TO 
SELL  AND  TRANSFER  LANDS  &C-,  HELD  BY  THE  INHABITANTS 
OF    THE    TOWNSHIP    BY  VLRTUE    OF    PURCHASE    AT    THE    SALES. 

The  difficulty  experienced  in  seeming  purchasers  of  lands. 
etc.,  and  goods  and  chattels  at  tax  sales  seems  to  have  prompted 
the  enactment  of  section  forty-nine  (49),  S.  Rev.  p.  990,  and 
section  seventy-two  (72),  S.  Rev.  p.  994,  and  the  act  approved 
March  12,  1879,  (S.  Rev.  p.  1021,  S.  176).  The  first  section 
referred  to  and  above  set  out,  relates  to  the  sale  of  lands  &c  > 
to  secure  the  payment  of  taxes  assessed  against  lands  of  non- 
residents, while  the  second  relates  to  the  sale  of  lands,  etc.,  to 
secure  the  payment  of  taxes  assessed  against  lands  of  all  per- 
sons, residents  as  well  as  non-residents.  The  wisdom  of  some 
provision  such  as  is  referred  to  is  apparent,  hence  the  follow, 
ins:  is  advised : 


152 

TSeePm^  Scc-  56-  And  lje  li  enacted,  That  if  at  any  sale  of  lands, 
soidCforeta^esds  tenements'  hereditaments  or  real  estate  made  by  virtue  of  this 
or  any  other  act.  there  he  no  purchasers  therefor,  then  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  township  committee  of  the  township 
in  which  said  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or  real  estate 
may  be  assessed,  to  purchase  the  same,  or  cause  the  same  to  be 
purchased,  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  such  township, 
subject  to  the  same  redemption  as  is  now  or  hereafter  may  be 
provided  by  law,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  said  township  so 
purchasing,  shall  have  lawful  right  and  authority  to  use,  occupy 
and  enjoy  said  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or  real  estate, 
and  through  their  township  committee  in  the  corporate  name 
of  the  township,  to  take  such  proceedings  as  may  be  necessary 
to  obtain  possession  thereof,  and  to  sell  and  transfer  the  same, 
or  any  part  thereof,  to  any  person  paying  the  purchase  price 
thereof,  together  with  the  subsequent  taxes  and  interest. 

Sec.  57.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  at  the  sale  of  goods  and 
May  purchase  chattels  of  delinquent  tax-pavers,  for  the  non-payment  of  taxes, 

goods  and  chat  a  x    J         7  A    J  J 

teis   sold    for  there  shall  be  no  purchaser  or  purchasers  of  said  goods  and 

taxes.  L  1  n 

chattels  so  exposed  for  sale,  then  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  township  committee  of  the  township  to  which  the  taxes  for 
which  such  goods  and  chattels  are  offered  for  sale,  are  due,  to 
purchase  the  same,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  purchased  for  the 
benefit  of  such  township. 

4. — TO  SELL  LANDS  OTHER  THAN  THOSE  ACQUERED  AT  TAX  SALES. 

"  Supplement  to  '  An  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of 
townships  designating  their  powers  and  regulating  their  meet- 
ings,' Approved  April  14,  1^46. 

Approved  March  25,  1884. 
P.  L.  1884,  p.  100. 
S.  Rev.  p.  1032,  S.  19. 

That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  inhabitants  of  any  township 
in  this  State  at  their  annual  or  a  special  town  meeting  called 
by  the  township)  committee  of  such  township  for  that  purpose, 
to  authorize  the  sale  by  such  township  committee,  at  either 
public  or  private  sale  of  any  real  estate  whereof  the  inhabitants 
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of  such  township  may  he  seized  in  their  corporate  capacity,  in 
fee  simple  ahsolute  or  of  any  other  estate,  it  shall  he  lawful  for 
the  township  committee  of  such  township  to  convey  such  real 
estate  to  the  purchaser  thereof  hy  deed  signed  hy  such  town- 
ship committee,  and  sealed  with  the  corporate  seal  of  such 
township ;  and  that  at  such  annual  or  special  town  meeting,  or 
at  any  town  meeting  of  such  township,  may  vote  to  appropri- 
ate such  moneys  arising  from  the  sale  of  such  real  estate  for 
any  township  purposes  authorized  hy  law;  provided  that  this 
act  shall  not  apply  to  lands  acquired  by  the  township  under 
sales  for  taxes  or  assessments." 

The  following  section  based  upon  the  provisions  of  the  fore- 
going quoted  section,  is  suggested  : 

Sec.  58.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
inhabitants  of  any  township  in  this  State,  at  their  annual  or  a 
special  town  meeting  or  township  election  called  by  the  town-  InTttee  may 
ship  committee  for  that  purpose,  to  authorize  the  sale  by  such  lands, 
township  committee  at  either  public  or  private  sale,  of  any 
real  estate  whereof  the  inhabitants  of  such  township  may  be 
seized  in  their  corporate  capacity,  in  fee  simple  absolute,  or  of 
any  other  estate,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  township  committee 
of  such  township  to  convey  such  real  estate  to  the  purchaser 
thereof  by  deed,  signed  by  such  township  committee,  and 
sealed  with  the  corporate  seal  of  such  township  ;  and  at  such 
annual  or  special  town  meeting  or  township  election,  or  at  any 
town  meeting  or  township  election,  may  vote  to  appropriate 
the  moneys  arising  from  such  sale  of  such  real  estate  to  any 
lawful  township  purposes  ;  provided  that  the  provisions  of 
this  section  shall  not  apply  to  lands  acquired  by  the  township 
under  sales  for  taxes  or  assessments. 

5. TO     PROVIDE      FOR     ASSESSMENTS     AGAINST      PROPERTY      OVER- 
LOOKED BY  ASSESSORS,  OR  ASSESSED  AT  TOO  LOW  A  VALUATION. 

"  An  act  providing  for  the  taxation  of  property  in  townships 
in  this  State  in  cases  where  the  officers  of  the  township  have 
omitted  or  neglected  to  assess  the  same  for  taxes. 

Passed  April  2,  1SS5. 

P.  L.  1885,  p.  191,  S.  1. 

S.  Rev.  p.  1020,  S.  170. 
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That  where  any  township  of  this  State,  the  assessor  has  neg- 
lected or  omitted  to  assess  for  taxes  for  the  current  fiscal  year 
of  such  township,  property  in  such  township  which  is  liable  to 
taxation,  and  where  the  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of 
taxation  have  met  and  adjourned  without  having  received  com- 
plaint of  any  such  neglect  or  omission,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  township  committee  to  file  with  the  commissioners  of  ap- 
peal a  complaint  in  writing  setting  forth  the  property  so 
omitted  or  neglected  to  be  assessed,  and  the  name  or  names  of 
the  owner  or  owners  of  such  property,  if  known,  and  request- 
ins  such  commissioners  to  convene  and  take  such  action  thereon 
as  may  be  authorized  by  this  act  or  any  other  statute  of  this 
State." 

Sections  two  (2).  three  (3),  four  (4)  and  five  (5)  of  the  fore- 
going act  provide  respectively  for  the  time  for  hearing  com- 
plaints by  the  commissioners  of  appeal,  the  notice  to  be  given 
by  the  township  clerk  of  the  meeting  of  the  commissioners  to 
hear  such  complaints,  the  power  of  the  commissioners  to  assess 
taxes  upon  property  omitted  to  be  assessed  and  for  making 
taxes  so  levied  and  imposed  a  lien  upon  the  property  assessed, 
and  the  mode  of  collecting  the  same. 

Those  sections  have  not  been  set  out  because  they  provide 
duties  for  the  commissioners  of  appeal,  the  township  clerk, 
and  the  collector  of  taxes  which  are  hereafter  referred  to. 

"  An  act  to  provide  for  the  taxation  of  property  in  cities, 
villages,  boroughs,  townships  or  other  municipal  corporations 
in  this  State  in  cases  where  the  assessors  of  the  same  have  or 
may  omit  or  neglect  to  assess  the  same  for  taxes  or  have  or  may 
assess  such  property  at  too  low  a  valuation,  and  the  commis- 
sioners of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation  have  met  and  adjourned. 

Approved  March  24,  1S90. 
P.  L.,  1890,  p.  108,  S.  1. 

That  where  in  any  city,  village,  borough,  township  or  other 
municipal  corporation  of  this  State  the  assessor  has  neglected 
or  omitted  to  assess  for  taxes  for  the  current  fiscal  year  of 
sucn  city,  village,  borough,  township  or  other  municipal  cor- 
poration which  is  liable  to  taxation,  or  where  such  assessor  or 


155 

assessors  has  or  have  or  may  hereafter  assess  such  property 
which  is  liable  to  taxation  at  too  low  a  valuation,  or  may  neg- 
lect or  omit  to  assess  the  same,  and  the  commissioners  of  appeal 
in  cases  of  taxation  have  met  and  adjourned  without  having 
received  complaint  of  any  such  neglect,  valuation  or  omission, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  city  council,  board  of  aldermen,  town- 
ship committee  or  other  governing  body  of  such  city,  village 
township  or  other  municipal  corporation,  or  the  corporation 
attorney  thereof  to  file  with  the  commissioners  of  appeal  a 
complaint  in  writing  setting  forth  the  property  so  omitted  or 
neglected  to  be  assessed,  or  which  has  or  may  be  assessed  at  too 
low  a  valuation,  and  the  name  or  names  of  the  owner  or 
owners  of  such  property,  if  known,  and  requesting  such  com- 
missioners to  convene  and  take  such  action  thereon  as  may  be 
authorized  by  this  act  or  in  any  other  statute  of  this  State ;  pro- 
vided that  complaint  of  such  neglect,  valuation  or  omission 
shall  be  filed  with  said  commissioners  within  one  year  from  the 
time  that  such  taxes  become  or  should  become  a  lien." 

Section  one  (1)  of  the  act  passed,  April  2,  1885,  (P.  L.  1885 
p.  181),  and  of  the  act  approved  March  24,  1S90  (P.  L.  1890, 
p.  108),  respectively,  are  in  some  respects  similar,  but  the  act 
of  1S90  is  more  extended  in  its  provisions  in  not  only  applying 
to  cities,  villages  and  boroughs  in  addition  to  townships,  but 
also  enabling  the  commissioners  of  appeal  to  increase  the  valu- 
ation if  fixed  too  low  by  the  assessor.  The  following  section 
is  proposed  in  lieu  of  the  foregoing,  leaving  the  duties  of  other 
township  officials  upon  whom  devolve  duties  in  the  same  con- 
nection until  such  stage  of  this  report  as  will  indicate  the  du- 
ties of  such  officers  in  the  order  in  which  it  is  purposed  to 
consider  and  provide  for  them. 

Sec.  59.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  where,  in  any  township  of  How  t0  assess 
this  State,  the  assessor  has  neglected  or  omitted  to  assess  for  £erdPbytyormas- 
taxes  for  the  current  fiscal   year  of  such  township  which   is fowedvakiatioii 
liable  to  taxation,  or  where  such  assessor  has  or  may  hereafter  hy  assessor- 
assess  such  property  which  is  liable  to  taxation  at  too  low  a 
valuation,  or  may  neglect  or  omit  to  assess  the  same,  and  the 
commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation  have  met  and  ad- 
journed without  having  received  complaint  of  any  such  neg- 
lect, valuation  or  omission,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  township 
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committee  to  file  with  the  commissioners  of  appeal  a  complaint 
in  writing  setting  forth  the  property  so  omitted  or  neglected  to 
be  assessed  or  which  has  or  may  be  assessed  at  too  low  a  valu- 
ation and  the  name  or  names  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  such 
property,  if  known,  and  requesting  such  commissioners  to 
convene  and  take  such  action  thereon  as  may  be  authorized  by 
this  act  or  by  any  other  statute  of  this  State,  provided  that 
complaint  of  such  neglect,  valuation  or  omission  shall  be  filed 
with  said  commissioners  within  one  year  from  the  time  that 
such  taxes  become  or  shall  become  a  lien. 

Sections  two  (2)  three  (3)  and  four  (4)  of  the  two  respective 
acts  referred  to  designate  the  duties  of  the  township  clerk  and 
the  commissioners  of  appeal  respectively,  growing  out  of  the 
action  of  the  township  committee  and  are  hereafter  considered 
under  the  title  of  "  duties  and  powers  of  the  township  clerk," 
and  "  duties  and  powers  of  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of 
taxation." 

"  An  act  to  authorize  the  township  committee  of  townships 
to  borrow  money  in  anticipation  of  the  collection  of  taxes. 

Approved  March  6,  1S8S. 
P.  L.  1888,  p.  139. 

That  when  any  money  has  been  appropriated  for  any  lawful 
purpose,  by  the  legal  voters  of  any  townships  in  this  State,  at 
any  general  or  special  township  meeting,  and  the  expenditure 
of  such  money  for  such  purpose  shall  be  or  become  necessary 
or  desirable  before  the  tax  out  of  such  appropriation  should  be 
made,  has  been  levied  and  collected,  and  there  are  no  moneys 
belonging  to  such  township  available  for  such  purpose  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  township  committee  of  such  township  to  bor- 
row money  in  anticipation  of  the  collection  of  the  taxes  to 
meet  such  appropriation,  and  to  give  promissory  notes  or  other 
obligations  bearing  legal  rate  of  interest  therefor ;  such  loans 
may  be  made  for  such  time  as  the  township  committee  shall 
deem  reasonable  and  prudent,  and  may  be  removed  from  time 
to  time  until  such  taxes  are  received  by  the  township  collec- 
tor ;  and  when  so  received  such  taxes  shall  be  forthwith  ap- 
plied to   the  payment  of  such   loans,   but  in  no   event  shall 
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they  be  authorized  to  borrow  an  amount  in  excess  of  the  sum 
appropriate!  by  the  legal  voters  of  any  township." 

This  act  also  clothes  the  township  committee  with  a  con- 
tingent power  which  it  is  thought  prudent  to  retain. 

Sec.  60.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  when  any  money  has  been 
appropriated  for  any  lawful  purpose  by  the  legal  voters  of  any  Township  Com. 
township  in  this  State,  at  any  general  or  special  township  elec-  ^  em™n*y 
tion,  and  the  expenditure  of  such  money  for  such  purpose  shall  $  ^Smenl 
be  or  become  necessary  or  desirable  before  the  tax  out  of  which  of  faxes!lectlon 
such  appropriations  should  be  made,  has  been  levied  and  col- 
lected, and  there  are  no  moneys  belonging  to  such  township 
available  for  such  purposes,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  township 
committee  of  such  township  to  borrow  money  in  anticipation 
of  the  collection  of  the  taxes  to  meet  such  appropriation,  and 
to  give  promissory  notes  or  other  obligations  bearing  legal  rate 
of  interest  therefor ;  such  loans  may  be  made  for  such  time  as 
the  township  committee  shall  deem  reasonable  and  prudent, 
and  may  be  renewed  from  time  to  time  until  such  taxes  are  re- 
ceived by  the  township  collector ;  and  when  so  received  such 
taxes  shall  be  forthwith  ajjplied  to  the  payment  of  such  loans, 
but  in  no  event  shall  they  be  authorized  to  borrow  an  amount 
in  exc&ss  of  the  sum  appropriated  by  the  legal  voters  of  any 
township. 

6. APPORTION    TAXES    AMONG    SUBDIVISIONS    OF    TRACTS    OR    PAR- 
CELS OF  LANDS. 

"  An  act  to  authoiize  the  apportionment  of  taxes,  assess- 
ments and  water  rents. 

Approved  April  21,  1S76. 

P.  L.  1876,  p.  291. 

S.  Eev.,  p.  603,  S.  4S9,  490,  491,  492. 

(489.)  That  upon  application,  in  writing,  by  any  person  inter- 
ested to  apportion  any  taxes,  assessments  or  water  rents,  which 
have  been  or  shall  be  laid  upon  any  plot  or  parcel  of  laud  in 
any  city,  town  or  township,  amongst  any  subdivisions  of  such 
plot  or  parcel,  accompanied  by  a  map  showing  the  subdivisions 
desired,  the  officer  or  body  to  which  such  application  shall  be 


158 

made  as  herein  provided  shall  have  power  to  make  a  just 
apportionment  of  such  taxes,  assessments  and  water  rents  upon 
and  among  such  subdivisions  or  such  other  subdivisions  as  it 
may  deem  just  and  proper,  and  also  to  apportion  in  manner 
aforesaid  any  taxes,  assessments  and  water  rents  for  non-pay- 
ment of  which  any  plot  or  parcel  of  land  has  been  or  shall  be 
sold  under  the  laws  relating  to  such  sale,  with  expenses  of 
sale,  in  cases  when  such  land  has  been  or  shall  be  bought  by 
the  treasurer  or  other  officers  of  such  city,  town  or  township 
for  the  use  and  benefit  thereof,  or  by  such  city,  town  or  town- 
ship. 

(490.)  That  upon  the  approval  of  such  apportionment  by  the 
mayor,  or  passage  over  his  veto,  if  application  was  made  to  the 
body  hereinafter  mentioned  where  such  lands  lie  in  a  city,  the 
city  clerk  shall  file  the  map  and  report  of  the  officer,  board 
or  council  showing  such  apportionment,  and  upon  the  adoption 
of  such  apportionment  by  the  council  or  other  governing  mu- 
nicipal authority  of  any  town,  or  by  the  township  committee 
of  any  township,  the  clerk  of  such  town  or  township  shall  file 
the  map  and  report  showing  such  apportionment,  and  upon 
such  filing  the  said  taxes,  assessments  or  water  rents  as  so 
apportioned  shall  be  and  remain  a  lien  upon  such  subdivisions 
in  the  same  manner  as  if  such  taxes,  assessments  or  water  rents 
had  been  originally  laid  or  assessed  upon  such  subdivisions  in 
the  separate  amounts  so  apportioned,  and  upon  payment  to  the 
proper  officer  of  the  amount  so  apportioned  to  any  subdivision, 
with  interest  and  penalties  added  at  the  same  rates  as  were 
chargeable  on  the  original  taxes,  assessments  or  water  rents 
respectively,  and  in  case  of  sale  with  the  proportion  of  expenses 
of  sale  added,  such  subdivision  shall  be  discharged  from  all 
lien  or  liability  under  said  taxes,  assessments  and  water  rents, 
and  from  the  effect  of  such  sale  therefor. 

(491.)  That  such  powers  to  apportion  shall  be  vested  in  and 
such  application  made  to  the  mayor  and  common  council  or 
board  of  aldermen  or  other  chief  municipal  authority  of  the 
several  cities  and  towns  and  the  township  committees  of  the 
several  townships ;  provided,  however,  that  whenever  there  is 
or  shall  be  in  any  city  or  town  a  board  of  finance  and  taxation 
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or  any  bociy  possessing  the  general  powers  now  exercised  by 
such  boards,  the  power  of  apportionment  as  aforesaid  shall  be 
vested  in  and  such  application  made  to  that  board ;  and  pro- 
vided further,  that  wherever  there  is  or  shall  be  in  any  city  an 
officer  called  a  comptroller,  the  power  of  apportionment  as 
aforesaid  shall  be  vested  in  and  such  application  made  to  that 
officer. 

(492.)  That  when  any  of  the  owners  of  the  lands  to  be 
affected  by  such  apportionment  shall  not  join  in  such  appli- 
cation, then  such  comptroller,  board,  council  or  township  com- 
mittee shall  direct  notice  to  be  given  to  such  owmer,  if  resident 
in  such  city,  town  or  township,  either  personally  or  by  leaving 
the  same  at  his  place  of  abode,  and  if  not  resident  in  such 
city,  town  or  township,  by  advertisement  for  ten  days  in  a 
newspaper  published  and  circulating  in  such  city,  town  or 
township,  and  if  none  is  so  published,  then  in  the  nearest  news- 
paper published  in  the  county  of  the  time  and  place  when  and 
where  a  hearing  will  be  had  upon  such  application  before  such 
comptroller,  board,  council  or  township  committee  or  a  com- 
mittee thereof,  which  notice,  upon  proof  of  service  or  publi- 
cation thereof,  shall  be  deemed  sufficient,  and  said  comptroller, 
board,  council  or  township  committee  may  thereupon  make 
such  apportionment." 

"  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  authorize  the 
apportionment  of  taxes,  assessments  and  water  rents,'  approved 
April  twenty-first,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
six. 

Approved  March  9,  1891. 
P.  L.,  1891,  p.  91. 

That  section  third  of  the  act  of  which  this  is  an  amendment 
be  amended  to  read  as  follows  : 

(3.)  And  be  it  enacted,  That  such  powers  to  apportion  shall 
be  vested  in  and  such  application  made  to  the  mayor  and 
common  council,  or  board  of  aldermen,  or  other  chief  municipal 
authority  of  the  several  cities  and  towns,  and  the  township 
committee  of  the  several  townships ;  provided,  however,  that 
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whenever  there  is  or  shall  be  in  any  city  or  town  a  board  of 
finance  or  body  possessing  the  general  power  now  exercised 
by  such  boards,  the  power  of  apportionment  as  aforesaid  shall 
be  vested  in  and  such  application  made  to  that  board  ;  and 
provided  further,  that  whenever  there  is  or  shall  be  in  any  city 
an  officer  called  a  comptroller,  the  power  aforesaid  shall  be 
vested  in  and  such  application  made  to  that  officer  ;  and  pro- 
vided further,  that  whenever  there  is  or  shall  be  in  any  city  or 
town  tax  commissioners,  the  power  aforesaid  shall  only  be 
vested  in  and  such  application  made  to  said  tax  commis- 
sioners." 

Sections  489,  490,  491  and  492,  S.  Eev.,  p.  291,  as  above  set 
out,  comprise  the  act  approved  April  21,  1S76  (P.  L.,  1876, 
p.  291),  which  act,  as  will  be  seen,  applies  to  other  munici- 
palities besides  townships.  The  same  is  the  case  with  the 
amendment  to  that  act  approved  March  9,  1891  (P.  L.,  1891, 
S.  91),  which  amends  the  original  act  by  omitting  "  a  board  of 
taxation  "  from  that  act.  Regarding  both  the  original  act  and 
the  amendment  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  duty  of  the 
township  committee  will  result  in  the  following  proposed 
sections : 

towbsWp  com-     Sec.  61.     And   be   it   enacted,    That   upon   application,  in 

mittee   to    ap  ...  •,  .    ,  ,    j     ,  . . 

portion  taxes  writing,  by  any  person  interested  to  apportion  any  taxes, 
Visions  o/iands  assessments  or  water  rents  which  have  been  or  shall  be  laid 
upon  any  plot  or  parcel  of  land  in  any  township,  amongst  any 
subdivisions  of  such  plot  or  jDarcel,  accompanied  by  a  map 
showing  the  subdivisions  desired,  the  township  committee  to 
which  such  application  shall  be  made  as  herein  provided,  shall 
have  power  to  make  a  just  apportionment  of  such  taxes,  assess- 
ments and  water  rents  upon  and  among  such  subdivisions  or 
such  other  subdivisions  as  such  township  committee  may  deem 
just  and  proper,  and  also  to  apportion  in  manner  aforesaid  any 
taxes,  assessments  and  water  rents  for  non-payment  of  which 
any  plot  or  parcel  of  land  has  been  or  shall  be  sold  under  the 
laws  relating  to  such  sale,  with  expenses  of  sale,  in  cases  where 
such  land  has  been  or  shaU  be  bought  for  the  use  and  benefit 
of  the  inhabitants  of  such  township. 

Sec.  62.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  upon  such  apportionment 
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having  been  made  by  the  township  committee  of  any  township, 
the  clerk  of  such  township  shall  file  the  map  and  report  show- 
ing such  apportionment,  and  upon  such  riling  the  said  taxes, 
assessments  or  water  rents  as  so  apportioned  shall  be  and  remain 
a  lien  upon  such  subdivisions  in  the  same  manner  as  if  such 
taxes,  assessments  or  water  rents  had  been  originally  laid  or 
assessed  upon  such  subdivisions  in  the  separate  amounts  so 
apportioned,  and  upon  payment  to  the  collector  of  such  town- 
ship of  the  amount  so  apportioned  to  any  subdivision,  with 
interest  thereon,  together  with  all  fees  and  costs,  and  in  case 
of  sale,  with  the  proportion  of  expenses  of  sale  added,  such 
subdivision  shall  be  discharged  from  all  lien  or  liability  under 
such  taxes,  assessments  and  water  rents,  and  from  the  effect  of 
6iich  sale  therefor. 

Sec.  63.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  when  any  of  the  owners  Township  com- 
of  the  lands  to  be  affected  by  such  apportionment  shall  not  rect  notice  to 
join  in  such  application,  then  such  township  committee  shall    owner  in  cer- 

•,.  .,.  ,  .,..,.  ,  taiu  cases. 

direct  notice  to  be  given  to  such  owner,  11  resident  in  such  town- 
ship, either  personally  or  by  leaving  the  same  at  his  or  her 
place  of  abode,  and  if  not  resident  in  such  township,  by 
advertisement  in  a  newspaper  published  and  circulating  in  such 
township,  and  if  none  is  so  published,  then  in  the  nearest  news- 
paper published  in  the  county  in  which  such  lands  are  situate 
for  at  least  two  weeks,  once  a  week,  of  the  time  and  place  when 
and  where  a  hearing  will  be  had  upon  such  application  before 
such  township  committee ;  and  the  notice  in  this  section 
required,  upon  proof  of  service  or  publication  thereof,  as  the 
case  may  be,  shall  be  deemed  sufficient,  and  the  said  township 
committee  may  thereupon  make  such  apportionment. 


7.     Upon  certain  conditions,  to  release  certain  township 
officers  from   the   operation   of   official  obligations  and 

BONDS. 

"  An  act  in  relation  to  official  bonds. 

Approved  February  5,  1881. 
P.  L.,  1881,  p.  15. 
S.  Kev.,  p.  508,  S.  13. 

That  if  the  accounts  of  any  such  officer  shall  be  at  any  time 
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examined  by  the  authorities  of  the  corporation  to  whom  his 
bond  is  given,  or  by  the  proper  board,  committee  or  officer  of 
such  corporation,  and  shall  be  by  such  board,  committee  or 
officer  certified  to  be  correct,  and  such  certificate  shall  be  duly 
acknowledged  and  proved  in  the  same  manner  as  the  bond,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  clerk  of  the  county  to  file  said  certificate 
in  his  office,  and  to  note  the  substance  thereof  on  the  side  or 
bottom  margin  of  the  page  containing  the  record  of  the  bond 
for  the  information  of  all  concerned." 

The  spirit  of  the  foregoing  section  has  been  retained  and 
provided  for  in  the  following  new  section  in  order  to  furnish 
evidence  of  the  performance  of  the  conditions  of  bonds  given 
by  officers,  and  which  bonds  have  been  recorded  : 

Township  com-     Sec.  64.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  in  any  town- 

mittee  to  re-  '  J 

lease  bonds  gnjp  m  this  State  the  township  committee  have  required  the 
officer  when]30n(j  0f  anv  officer  to  be  acknowledged,  and  the  same  has  been 
have  been  re-  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  common 

corded. 

pleas  of  their  county,  and  the  accounts  of  any  such  officer 
shall  be  at  any  time  examined  by  the  said  committee  and  shall 
be  by  said  committee  certified  to  be  correct,  and  such  certificate 
shall  be  duly  acknowledged  and  proven  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  bond  of  said  officer,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  clerk  of  said 
court  to  file  said  certificate  in  his  office  and  to  note  the  substance 
thereof  on  the  side  or  bottom  margin  of  the  page  containing 
the  record  of  the  bond,  for  the  information  of  all  concerned. 

"  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  A  further  supplement  to 
an  act  entitled  An  act  concerning  taxes,'  approved  April  four- 
teenth, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six. 

Approved  March  25,  1881. 

P.  L.,  1881,  p.  255. 

S.  Rev.,  p.  9S5,  S.  30,  31. 

(30.)  That  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  April  annually,  the 
collector  or  other  officer  having  the  collection  of  taxes  for  any 
township  in  this  State,  shall  make  out  and  file  with  the  clerk 
of  such  township  a  statement  in  writing  setting  forth  in  detail 
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the  name  of  each  person  assessed,  whose  taxes  lie  has  been 
unable  to  collect  from  the  person  charged  with  such  tax  or 
taxes  by  reason  of  removal,  insolvency  or  erroneous  assessment, 
the  value  and  kind  of  property,  the  amount  of  tax,  and  the 
cause  of  inability  to  collect  said  tax,  in  each  case,  in  proper 
columns  provided  in  a  list  for  that  purpose,  which  said  state- 
ment shall  be  verified  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  such 
collector  or  other  collecting  officer.  That  the  township  com- 
mittee shall,  within  ten  days  after  the  filing  of  the  statement 
mentioned  in  the  preceding  section,  carefully  examine  said 
statement,  and  on  being  satisfied  as  to  the  correctness  of  the 
same,  or  any  part  thereof,  may,  by  resolution,  credit  and  release 
the  said  collector  or  other  collecting  officer  from  liability  and 
collection  of  any  or  all  the  taxes  so  reported  by  him  as  being 
uncollectable." 

Section  thirty  (30)  of  the  act  approved  March  25,  1881 
(P.  L.,  1881,  p.  225  ;  S.  Rev.,  p.  985,  S.  30),  above  set  out,  fixes 
upon  the  township  collector  a  duty  precedent  to  a  contingent 
duty  ot  the  township  committee  and  is  hereafter  referred  to  as 
one  of  the  duties  of  such  collector,  upon  the  performance 
of  which  the  township  committee  shall  take  action.  The  fol- 
lowing section  is  the  result  of  that  arrangement : 

Sec.  65.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  township  committee  of  Township  com- 
the  several  townships  of  this  State  shall,  within  ten  days  after  lease  collector 

or  otliGr  collcc- 

the  filing  with  the  clerk  of  the  township  by  the  collector  orting     officer 

■.  n*  i  -i  -i        •  n  i-      from     liability 

other  officer  having  power  and  authority  to  collect  taxes  tor  and  collection 

,  .      .        ,  .     o  ...  ...    of    taxes     re- 

any  township  m  this  State,  a  statement  m  writing  setting  forth  ported  by  him 

as     uncollect- 

in  detail,  as  required  by  this  act,  the  taxes  uncollected  or  un-  awe. 
collectable,  carefully  examine  such  statement,  and  on  being 
satisfied  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof, 
may,  by  resolution,  credit  and  release  the  collector  or  other 
collecting  officer  from  liability  and  collection  of  any  or  all  taxes 
so  reported  by  him  as  being  uncollectable. 

8. TO  PROVIDE  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF  POOR  PERSONS. 

"  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  for  the  settlement 
and  relief  of  the  poor,'  approved  March  twenty-seventh,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-four. 

Passed  May  5,  1890. 

P.  L.  1890,  p.  283,S.  1,  2,  3,  4. 
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(1).  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  in  all  counties  of  the 
third  and  fourth  classes  for  the  overseer  of  the  poor  in  any 
township,  when  application  shall  be  made  to  him  for  the  relief 
of  any  poor  person  or  persons,  to  grant  such  relief  as  their  im- 
mediate necessities  require,  and  to  report  the  same  to  one  or 
more  members  of  the  township  committee,  who  then,  with  the 
overseer,  may  continue  to  grant  such  poor  person  or  persons 
such  relief  from  time  to  time,  or  cause  their  removal  to  the 
county  poor  house,  according  to  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  sup- 
plement. 

(2).  That  when  a  physician  or  surgeon  shall  be  called  to  visit 
such  poor  person  or  persons  suddenly  taken  ill  or  injured,  he 
may  visit  the  same  and- render  such  aid  as  the  case  may  demand 
and  shall  then  report  the  same  to  the  overseer  of  the  poor,  who 
may  then  grant  such  further  medicine  or  surgical  relief  to  the 
said  poor  person  or  persons  as  he  and  one  or  more  members  of 
the  township  committee  may  deem  necessary. 

(3).  That  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  each  township  shall 
record  all  relief  granted,  together  with  the  names  of  the  poor 
persons  to  whom  granted,  and  shall  report  the  same  annually 
to  the  township  committee,  who  shall  include  said  report,  and 
it  shall  be  published,  in  the  annual  township  report. 

(4).  That  the  amount  of  the  relief  before  mentioned  shall  be 
paid  by  the  township  committee  out  of  the  funds  assessed  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor,  or  from  any  funds  of  the  township  not 
otherwise  appropriated." 

From  the  four  sections  (P.  L.  1S90  p.  283,  sec.  1,  2,  3,  4,) 
set  out,  a  section  has  been  drawn  making  the  same  law  general 
in  its  application.  It  is  thought  a  proper  amendment.  The 
general  duties  of  overseers  of  the  poor  will  more  at  large  ap- 
pear under  the  head  of  "Duties  of  Overseers  of  Poor."  The 
subject  has  before  been  commented  upon  as  one  of  the  contin- 
gent duties  of  the  township  committee,  for  which  reason  it  is 
referred  to  here. 

Sec.  66.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  township  committee 

Township  com-  aforesaid  or  any  member  thereof,  together  with  the  overseer  of 

™iiefeto  poor  the  poor  of  their  respective  townships,  may  upon  a  report  to 

them  by  said  overseer  of  temporary  relief  being  granted  to 
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any  poor  person  or  persons  in  immediate  need,  grant  further 
relief  from  time  to  time,  to  such  poor  person  or  persons  or 
cause  their  removal  to  the  county  poor  house ;  and  when  a 
physician  or  surgeon  shall  be  called  to  visit  a  poor  person  in 
immediate  necessity  suddenly  taken  ill  or  injured,  he  may 
visit  the  said  person  and  render  such  aid  as  the  case  may  de- 
mand, and  shall  then  report  the  same  to  the  overseer  of  the 
poor  who  may  then  grant  such  further  medicine  or  surgical  re- 
lief to  said  poor  person  or  persons  as  he  and  one  or  more  mem- 
bers of  the  township  committee  may  deem  necessary;  the  said 
committees  shall  include  in  their  annual  report,  the  report  of 
the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  amount  of  relief  granted  to  poor 
persons  in  immediate  need  and  to  whom  the  same  was  granted 
and  shall  publish  the  same  in  their  annual  report. 

9. TO    PEOVIDE   FOE   THE   CONSTRUCTION    OF   PROPEE    WASTE- 
GATES   IN   DAMS. 

"  An  act  to  provide  for  the  construction  of  proper  waste- 
gates  in  dams. 

Approved  March  23,  1883. 

P.  L.,  1883,  p.  155. 

S.  Rev.,  p.  1080,  S.  267,  269,  270,  272. 

Whereas  during  heavy  freshets  great  damage  is  often  occa- 
sioned by  reason  of  the  breaking  away  of  mill  dams,  for  the 
want  of  proper  waste  gates  for  the  discharge  of  surplus  water, 
and  bridges  and  other  public  and  private  property  are  thus 
destroyed ;  for  the  remedying  thereof, 

(267).  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  New  Jersey,  That  in  all  mill  dams  more  than  six 
feet  high  and  sixty  feet  long,  heretofore  or  hereafter  con- 
structed in  any  of  the  waters  of  this  State,  there  shall  be 
placed,  when  required  by  the  township  committee  of  the  town- 
ship where  the  same  is  or  is  to  be  located,  or  if  the  same  is  or 
is  to  be  located  in  two  townships,  then  by  the  township  com- 
mittees of  both  townships,  at  least  one  suitable  waste  gate  for 
the  free  and  rapid  discharge  of  surplus  water  in  time  of  freshet 
or  other  emergency,  which  gate  or  gates  shall  be  kept  in  good 
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order  at  all  times  by  the  owner  or  lessee  of  the  water  power 
furnished  by  such  mill  dam  ;  such  gate  or  gates  shall  be  of  such 
dimensions  as  may  be  approved  by  a  reputable  engineer  and 
the  chosen  freeholder  of  the  township  wherein  such  dam  may 
lie,  or,  if  the  same  shall  be  in  two  townships,  then  by  the 
chosen  freeholders  of  both  townships  and  a  plan  and  written 
specification  of  the  construction  of  such  gate  or  gates,  approved 
as  aforesaid  in  writing,  shall  be  filed  by  the  owner  or  lessee  of 
said  dam,  and  under  whose  authority  the  same  has  been  or  is 
to  be  constructed,  in  the  county  clerk's  office  of  the  county  or 
counties  wherein  the  same  may  be  located,  before  it  shall  be 
lawful  to  construct  such  dam,  and  notice  of  such  filing  shall  be 
given  by  such  owner  or  lessee  to  the  board  of  chosen  freehold- 
ers of  any  county  wherein  such  dam  doth  or  is  to  lie. 

(260).  That  when  any  heavy  rain  storm  or  freshet  shall 
occur,  and  the  waters  backed  up  by  any  dam  shall  overflow  the 
same,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  owner  or  lessee  to  raise  the 
waste  gate  or  gates  in  such  dam  to  a  height  sufficient  to  allow 
the  surplus  waters  to  run  off  freely  and  relieve  the  pressure 
against  such  dam,  in  order  to  avoid  the  danger  of  the  same 
being  carried  away,  and  in  case  of  the  failure  or  neglect  of 
such  owner  or  lessee  to  so  raise  such  gate  or  gates,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  roadmaster  of  any  road  district  wherein  such 
dam  shall  wholly  or  partly  lie,  to  raise  the  gate  or  gates  as 
aforesaid. 

That  if  any  person  who  shall  be  notified  to  construct  a  gate 
or  gates  under  this  act  shall  feel  aggrieved,  he  may,  within  ten 
days  after  the  service  of  the  notice  upon  him,  appeal  to  the 
board  of  chosen  freeholders  of  the  county  by  serving  a  written 
notice  of  appeal  upon  the  clerk  of  said  board,  and  by  serving  a 
copy  of  such  notice  of  appeal  upon  the  clerk  of  the  township 
committee  or  committees  who  gave  the  notice  requiring  such 
gate,  personally,  or  by  leaving  the  same  at  his  or  their  resi- 
dence ;  and  thereupon,  said  board  of  freeholders  shall  have 
power  to  hear  and  determine  said  appeal,  and  the  decision  of  a 
majority  thereof  thereupon  shall  be  final ;  if  no  appeal  be  taken, 
such  gate  or  gates  shall  be  constructed  within  ninety  days  from 
the  service  of  the  notice  requiring  the  same,  and  if  an  appeal  be 
taken  and  the  board  of  chosen  freeholders  decide  that  said  gate 
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or  gates  shall  be  constructed  the  same  must  be  constructed 
within  ninety  days  after  such  decision,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  board  of  chosen  freeholders  to  hear  and  determine  any 
such  appeal  within  forty  days  after  the  appeal  is  taken." 

From  the  above  law  (P.  L.  1883,  p.  155)  a  section  has  been 
drawn  defining  the  duties  of  the  township  committee  to  order 
waste  gates  in  mill-dams ;  the  remaining  features  of  the  law 
will  be  treated  under  the  head  of  "  Miscellaneous." 


Sec.  67.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  all  mill  dams  more  than 
six  feet  high  and  sixty  feet  long,  heretofore  or  hereafter  con- £°^jjP £°™_" 
structed  in  any  of  the  waters  of  this  State,  there  shall  be  placed,  ST'o^wSte 
when  required  by  the  township  committee  of  the  township gates' 
where  the  same  is  or  is  to  be  located,  or  if  the  same  is  or  is  to 
be  located  in  two  townships,  then  by  the  township  committees 
of  both  townships,  at  least  one  suitable  waste  gate  for  the  free 
and  rapid  discharge  of  surplus  water  in  time  of  freshet  or  other 
emergency,  which  gate  or  gates  shall  be  kept  in  good  order  at 
all  times  by  the  owner  or  lessee  of  the  water  power  furnished 
by  such  mill  dam  ;  and  when  any  heavy  rain  storms  or  freshets 
occur,  and  the  waters  backed  up  by  any  dam  shall  overflow  the 
same,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  owner  or  lessee  to  raise  the 
waste  gate  or  gates  in  such  dam  to  a  height  sufficient  to  allow 
the  surplus  water  to  run  off  freely  and  relieve  the  pressure 
against  such  dam,  in  order  to  avoid  the  danger  of  the  same 
being  carried  away,  and  in  case  of  failure  or  neglect  of  such 
owner  or  lessee  to  so  raise  such  gate  or  gates  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  any  member  of  such  township  committee  or  committees,  or 
any  other  person  by  their  order,  to  raise  the  gate  or  gates  as 
aforesaid ;  provided  that  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  any 
dams  located  on  tide  water. 

10. — TO    PROVIDE   FOR   PROTECTION    AGAINST   MAD    DOGS. 

"  An  act  for  protection  against  mad  dogs. 

Approved  March  28,  1862. 
P.  L.  1862,  p.  315. 
Kev.  p.  25,  S.  58. 

The  mayor  of  any  incorporated  town  in  this  State,  by  the 
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advice  and  consent  of  the  common  council  of  the  town,  and 
the  township  clerk  of  any  township  in  the  State,  by  the  advice 
of  the  township  committee,  be  and  are  hereby  authorized,  when- 
ever in  his  or  their  opinion  the  public  safety  may  require,  to  issue 
his  proclamation  authorizing  the  destruction  of  all  dogs,  male 
and  female,  found  running  at  large  within  the  limits  of  the 
town,  except  such  as  shall  be  properly  muzzled  with  a  wire 
muzzle  about  the  nose,  securely  fastened,  after  one  day's  pub- 
lic notice  by  written  or  printed  hand  bills,  provided  that  noth- 
ing in  said  proclamation  shall  apply  to  a  dog  or  dogs  of  a  non- 
resident passing  through  the  town  accompanied  by  the  owner 
or  owners  of  such  dog  or  dogs."  * 

"  Supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  for  protection 
against  mad  dogs,'  approved  Maich  twenty-eighth  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty- two. 

Approved  March  26,  1889. 

P.  L.,  1889,  p.  96,  S.  1,  2. 

(1).  That  the  common  council  of  any  incorporated  city  or 
town,  and  the  township  committee  of  any  township  in  this 
State,  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  appoint  one  or 
more  persons  in  their  respective  cities,  towns  or  townships, with 
full  power  and  authority  to  kill  any  dog,  male  or  female,  found 
running  at  large  without  a  muzzle,  within  such  cities,  towns  or 
townships,  after  a  proclamation  shall  have  been  issued  in  pur- 
suance of  the  first  section  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supple- 
ment, and  such  person  or  persons  so  appointed  shall  have  full 
power  and  authority  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  kill  any 
dog,  male  or  female,  found  running  at  large  within  their  re- 
spective cities,  towns  or  townships  in  which  such  a  proclamation 
shall  have  been  issued  for  one  day;  provided,  nothing  in  this 
act  shall  empower  or  authorize  said  officers  to  kill  any  dog  or 
dogs  accompanied  by  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  dog  or  dogs. 

(2).  That  the  common  council  of  any  incorporated  city  or 
town  and  the  township  committee  of  any  township,  are  hereby 
authorized  to  fix  the  compensation  to  be  paid  to  any  person  or 
persons  appointed  as  above  provided  for,  and  to  pay  the  same 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  treasury  of  such  city,  town  or  town- 
ship." 
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The  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  protection 
against  mad  dogs"  approved  March  28th,  1862,  and  the  sup- 
plement thereto  approved  March  26th,  1889,  with  slight  change 
in  arrangement  have  been  embodied  in  the  following  section, 
omitting  however  the  duty  of  the  township  clerk  provided  in 
the  act  of  1 S62,  because  it  is  thought  the  power  to  issue  a  pro- 
clamation in  the  premises  should  be  vested  in  the  township 
committee : 

Sec.  68.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  township  committee  of  Township Com. 
the  several  townships  in  this  State  are  hereby  authorized,  provide  pro- 
whenever  in  their  opinion  the  public  safety  may  require,  to  tmad'dois!ns 
issue  their  proclamation  authorizing  the  destruction  of  all  dogs, 
male  and  female,  found  running  at  large  within  the  limits  of 
the  township,  except  such  as  shall  be  properly  muzzled  with 
a  wire  muzzle  securely  fastened  about  the  nose,  after  one  days 
public  notice  by  written  or  printed  handbills ;  and  for  that 
purpose  are  liereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  appoint  one 
or  more  persons  in  their  respective  townships,  with  full  power 
and  authority  to  kill  any  dog,  male  or  female  found  running 
at  large  within  such  townships,  and  not  so  as  aforesaid  muzzled ; 
and  such  township  committee  are  hereby  authorized  to  fix  the 
compensation  to  be  paid  to  any  person  or  persons  appointed  as 
above  provided  for,  and  to  pay  the  same  out  of  any  moneys  in 
the  treasury  of  such  township ;  provided,  that  nothing  in  said 
proclamation  shall  apply  to  a  dog  or  dogs  of  a  non-resident 
passing  through  the  township  accompanied  by  the  owner  or 
owners  of  such  dog  or  dogs. 

11. THE    PRESERVATION     OF    SHEEP    AND    OTHER    DOMESTIC 

ANIMALS. 

"  An  act  for  the  preservation  of  sheep. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
Kev.,  p.  16,  S.  10,  12. 
Kev.,  p.  18,  S.  21,  22. 

(10).  That  the  taxes  collected  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be 
appropriated  to  make  good  any  loss  or  losses  which  may  be 
sustained  by  any  person  or  persons  (a)  by  the  destruction  or 


170 

wounding  of  his,  her  or  their  sheep,  within  the  township 
wherein  said  tax  shall  be  collected,  and  shall  be  kept  as  a  fund 
by  the  township  for  that  purpose,  who  shall  pay  all  such  dam- 
age so  sustained  within  the  year  in  case  the  money  so  raised  by 
said  tax  shall  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  same,  and  if  not  then  in 
such  equitable  proportion  to  the  individuals  injured  according  to 
their  respective  losses,  as  the  said  fund  arising  from  such  tax 
will  enable  them  to  do,  to  be  adjusted  at  the  annual  settlement 
of  the  accounts  of  said  township  by  the  township  committee 
and  reported  to  the  town  meeting ;  and  in  case  there  shall  re- 
main in  the  hands  of  the  township  committee  a  surplus  of 
money  after  paying  all  the  damages  sustained  as  aforesaid,  it 
shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  inhabitants  of  such  township  by 
public  vote  at  their  annual  town  meeting  to  appropriate  such 
surplus  to  any  other  township  purpose,  or  to  let  the  same  re- 
main in  the  hands  of  the  township  committee  to  answer  any 
damages  as  aforesaid  which  may  be  sustained  in  the  next  en- 
suing year  and  so  on  from  year  to  year  at  the  discretion  of 
said  inhabitants. 

(12).  That  when  any  person  shall  sustain  damage  or  injury 
by  reason  of  his  or  her  sheep  or  lambs  being  killed  or  wounded 
by  a  dog  or  dogs,  wolf  or  wolves  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such 
person  to  take  two  respectable  freeholders  of  the  township 
wherein  such  damage  was  done,  who  are  in  no  wise  of  kin  to 
the  party  so  calling  them,  to  view  the  sheep  or  lambs  so  killed 
or  wounded ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  their  satisfaction  that 
the  said  sheep  or  lambs  were  killed  or  wounded  by  a  dog  or 
dogs,  wolf  or  wolves  then  the  said  freeholders  shall  make  a 
return  or  certificate  thereof  in  writing  stating  the  amount  of 
damages  such  person  may  have  sustained  which  shall  in  no 
case  exceed  five  dollars  for  one  sheep  or  lamb  so  killed  or 
wounded,  which  said  certificate  shall  entitle  the  person  injured 
to  the  sum  stated  therein,  as  the  damage  sustained  to  be  paid 
by  the  township  committee,  in  conformity  to  the  provisions 
made  therefor  in  the  fifth  section  of  this  act ;  and  in  case  the 
damage  so  certified  shall  appear  to  the  town  committee  to  be 
excessive,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  said  committee  to  re- 
quire the  facts  stated  and  claim  exhibited  to  be  investigated 
before  them  upon  oath  or  affirmation  and  shall  award  payment 
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accordingly,  provided  always  that  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  extend  to  cases  wherein  a  recovery  of  damages  can  be 
obtained  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  dog  or  dogs  as  shall 
have  committed  the  injury. 

(21.)  Any  person  or  persons  having  sustained  any  damage 
by  dog  or  dogs,  bitch  or  bitches,  to  them  unknown,  in  said 
townships,  shall  proceed  to  have  the  damage  appraised  accord- 
ing to  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement ;  he,  she  or  they 
shall  present  said  certificate  to  the  aforesaid  township  com- 
mittee, under  the  same  regulation  and  requirements  as  are 
provided  in  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  on  the  first 
Monday  of  September  in  each  and  every  year,  and  the  said 
committee  after  having  received  said  bills  up  to  that  day,  shall 
consider  their  amount  as  to  the  amount  of  damage  done  in 
that  year,  and  shall  be  the  amount  to  be  assessed  on  the 
number  of  dogs  in  said  township  as  returned  by  the  said 
assessor. 

(22).  And  the  said  township  committee,  after  having  ascer- 
tained the  amount  of  damage  done  and  the  number  of  dogs 
and  bitches  in  said  township,  shall  have  power  to  levy  such 
amount  of  tax  on  each  and  every  owner  or  harborer  of  said 
dogs  or  bitches  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  whole  amount 
of  damage  done  to  sheep  in  said  township,  together  with  the 
expense  of  assessing  and  collecting  the  same  ;  and  whatever 
the  amount  of  damage  is  found  to  be  shall  be  apportioned  on 
the  number  of  dogs  and  bitches  so  returned  as  aforesaid,  and 
that  amount  shall  be  the  dog  tax  for  that  year  ;  and  the  said 
township  committee  or  assessor  shall  enter  in  his  duplicate, 
opposite  the  name  of  such  person  or  persons  as  he  shall  have 
assessed,  the  amount  as  directed  by  the  township  committee  as 
the  dog  tax  for  that  year,  and  no  more." 

"A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  sheep,'  approved  (Revision)  April  fourteenth,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six. 

Approved  March  24,  1852. 
P.  L.,  1852,  p.  384. 
Rev.,  p.  18,  S.  22. 
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The  said  township  committee,  after  having  ascertained  the 
amount  of  damages  done  and  the  number  of  dogs  and  bitches 
in  said  township,  shall  have  power  to  levy  such  amount  of  tax 
on  each  and  every  owner  or  harborer  of  said  dogs  or  bitches 
as  shall  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  whole  amount  of  damages  done 
to  sheep  in  said  township,  together  with  the  expenses  of  assess- 
ing and  collecting  the  same;  and  whatever  the  amount  of 
damage  is  found  to  be,  shall  be  apportioned  on  the  number  of 
dogs  and  bitches  so  returned  as  aforesaid,  and  that  amount 
shall  be  the  dog  tax  for  that  year ;  and  the  said  township  com- 
mittee or  assessor  shall  enter  in  his  duplicate,  opposite  the 
name  of  such  person  or  persons  as  he  shall  have  assessed,  the 
amount  as  directed  by  the  township  committee  as  dog  tax  for 
that  year,  and  no  more." 

"  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  sheep,'  approved  April  fourteenth,  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty-six. 

Approved  March  29,  1866. 
P.  L.  1866,  p.  839. 
Eev.,  p.  19,  S.  29. 

That  the  provisions  of  the  act  and  supplements  to  which 
this  is  a  further  supplement,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  extended 
to  include  the  destruction  of  all  domestic  animals,  by  any  dog 
or  dogs,  bitch  or  bitches,  and  that  the  same  shall  be  operative 
in  all  the  counties  of  this  State ;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
any  township  to  pay  any  damages  which  have  or  may  be 
assessed  in  accordance  with  this  act." 

"A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  sheep.' 

Approved  March  5,  18 84. 
P.  L.,  1884,  p.  39. 
S.  Rev.,  p.  8,  S.  1,  2. 

(1.)  That  the  proviso  of  section  seven  of  an  act  for  the 
preservation  of  sheep,  approved  April  fourteenth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-six,  as  follows  : 
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Provided  always.  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  extend 
to  cases  wherein  a  recovery  of  damages  can  be  obtained  of  the 
owner  or  owners  of  such  dog  or  dogs  as  shall  have  committed 
the  injury ;  and  also  section  four  of  a  supplement  thereto,  ap- 
proved March  twenty-ninth,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-six, 
be  and  the  same  are  hereby  both  repealed. 

(2.)  That  when  any  dog  or  dogs,  bitch  or  bitches,  are  found 
killing  or  worrying  any  sheep  or  other  domestic  animals,  and 
the  owner  shall  refuse  or  fail  to  kill  the  same,  as  provided  for 
in  section  six  of  said  act  for  preservation  of  sheep,  approved 
April  fourteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six,  the  township 
Committee,  upon  complaint  being  made  to  them,  shall  have 
power  and  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  kill  or  cause 
to  be  killed,  such  dog  or  dogs,  bitch  or  bitches,  the  expense  of 
which  killing  shall  not  exceed  two  dollars  for  each  animal  so 
killed,  the  same  to  be  paid  out  of  the  money  raised  by  the  tax 
upon  dogs." 

Sec.  69.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  Township  com- 

t  i  •  •  ci  n  •      •        i  •     n  i  mittee  to   pro- 
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make  good  any  loss  or  losses  which  may  be  sustained  by  anymais. 
person  or  persons  by  the  destruction  or  wounding  of  his,  her 
or  their  domestic  animals  by  any  dog  or  dogs,  bitch  or  bitches, 
within  the  township  wherein  the  said  tax  is  collected ;  and  said 
committee  shall  pay  all  damages  so  sustained  within  the  current 
fiscal  year,  in  case  the  money  so  raised  by  said  tax  shall  be 
sufficient  to  pay  the  same,  and  if  not,  then  in  such  equitable 
proportions  to  the  individuals  injured,  according  to  their 
respective  losses,  as  the  said  fund  arising  from  such  tax  will 
enable  them  to  do,  to  be  adjusted  at  the  annual  settlement  of 
the  accounts  of  the  township  by  said  committee,  and  to  be 
included  and  published  in  their  annual  report,  and  in  case  the 
damages  appraised  by  law  and  certified  to  said  committee  shall 
appear  to  them  to  be  excessive,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
said  committee  to  require  the  facts  stated  and  claim  exhibited 
to  be  investigated  before  them  upon  oath,  or  affirmation,  and 
shall  award  payment  accordingly,  and  the  said  committee  shall 
file  and  preserve  among  the  papers  of  the  township,  the  oaths 
and  affirmations  of  the  appraisers  and  claimants. 
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Sec.  70.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  township  committee 
Township  com- aforesaid,  upon  complaint  being  made  to  them,  shall  have  power 

mittee    to   au-  i         i  i        •       ,  i  •       n         i  .„  .     , 

thorize  killing  and  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  kill,  or  cause  to  be 
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tain  cases.  killed,  any  dog  or  dogs,  bitch  or  bitches,  found  killing  or 
worrying  domestic  animals,  when  the  owner  or  owners  or 
harborers  of  such  dogs  being  informed  thereof  shall  refuse  or 
fail  to  kill  such  dog  or  bitch  for  the  space  of  twenty-four  hours 
from  the  time  of  receiving  such  information,  the  expense  of 
which  killing  shall  not  exceed  two  dollars  for  each  animal  so 
killed,  and  the  same  to  be  paid  out  of  the  money  raised  by  the 
tax  upon  dogs ;  and  such  owner  or  person  harboring  such  dog, 
for  such  refusal  and  failure  as  aforesaid,  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
to  any  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  the  sum  of  ten  dol- 
lars, to  be  recovered  with  costs  before  any  court  having  cogni- 
zance of  that  sum  by  action  upon  contract ;  and  moreover, 
shall  pay  triple  damages  for  any  injury  done  by  said  dog  or 
bitch  to  any  domestic  animal,  after  receiving  the  information 
aforesaid,  to  the  owner  or  owners  thereof. 

Sec.  71.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  said  township  com- 
m°itteehto  pay  mittee  after  having  ascertained  the  amount  of  damage  done, 
bydofs.  °n  and  the  number  of  dogs  and  bitches  in  said  township,  shall 
have  power  to  levy  such  amount  of  tax  on  each  and  every 
owner  or  harborer  of  said  dogs  or  bitches  as  shall  be  sufficient 
to  pay  the  whole  amount  of  damage  done  to  domestic  animals 
in  their  respective  townships,  together  with  the  expense  of 
assessing  and  collecting  the  same,  and  whatever  the  amount  of 
damage  is  found  to  be,  shall  be  apportioned  on  the  number 
of  dogs  and  bitches  so  returned  as  aforesaid,  and  that  amount 
shall  be  the  dog  tax  for  that  year ;  and  the  said  township  com- 
mittee or  assessor  shall  enter  in  his  duplicate,  opposite  the 
name  of  such  person  or  persons  as  he  shall  have  assessed,  the 
amount  as  directed  by  the  township  committee  as  dog  tax  for 
that  year,  and  no  more. 

The  discretional  duties  and  powers  of  the  township  commit- 
tee, or  that  class  of  duties  and  powers  which  the  township 
committee  may  exercise  or  not  as  may  in  their  judgment  and 
in  the  exercise  of  their  discretion  be  performed  or  exercised, 
are  limited  chiefly  to  the  adoption  of  ordinances  and  resolutions 
having  relation  to  the  govermental  affairs  of  the  township, 
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such  as  the  licensing  of  hacks,  and  hawkers  and  peddlers,  and 
under  recent  enactments,  the  creation  of  a  police  force,  which 
latter  power  virtually  enables  them  to  supplant  constables  to  a 
great  degree  by  a  township  police  force,  with  the  attendant 
paraphernalia,  in  the  performance  of  many  duties  heretofore 
devolving  upon  a  constable,  except  the  service  of  civil  process. 

The  propriety  of  the  latter  class  of  legislation  may  be  ques- 
tioned, but  the  intention  being  to  adhere  as  closely  as  possible 
to  the  spirit  of  legislation  as  it  is  found,  it  is  presented  in  sub- 
stance as  it  exists,  with  only  such  changes  as  are  thought  neces- 
sary to  reconcile  discrepancies. 

Another  class  of  discretional  duties  and  powers  is  based  upon 
petitions  presented  to  the  township  committee  accompanied  by 
certain  formalities  and  under  certain  conditions,  the  prayer  of 
which  petitions  the  committee  may  grant  or  not  as  they  may 
deem  best,  chief  among  which  are  petitions  requesting  the 
establishment  of  sidewalk  and  lighting  districts;  the  construc- 
tion of  sewers  and  drains  and  furnishing  a  water  supply,  which 
subjects  are  considered  under  their  respective  titles,  and  in 
such  connection  the  discretional  duties,  so  far  as  they  relate  to 
those  and  kindred  subjects  are  indicated. 

"  An  act  to  provide  for  licensing  hacks  and  other  vehicles  by 
the  township  committees  of  the  several  townships  of  this  State 
and  for  the  better  government  of  the  same. 

Approved  March  5,  1879. 

P.  L.  1879,  p.  84. 

S.  Eev.  p.  1043,  S.  79,  80,  81. 

(79).  That  in  all  townships  of  this  State  having  a  population 
of  more  than  four  thousand  inhabitants  and  in  which  the 
county  seat  of  any  county  may  be  located  the  township  com- 
mittee of  said  township  shall  have  power  within  the  limits  of 
said  township  to  make  rules  and  regulations  for  licensing  and 
regulating  hacks,  cabs,  omnibuses,  stages,  carriages  and  vehicles 
used  for  the  transportation  of  passengers  and  to  fix  the  license 
fee  for  the  same,  and  to  prohibit  unlicensed  persons  from  act- 
ing in  the  capacity  of  hackmen. 

(80).  That  in  all  townships  aforesaid  the  township  commit- 
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tee  thereof  may  prescribe  a  penalty  or  penalties  for  the  viola- 
tion of  this  act  either  by  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail  not 
exceeding  ten  days  or  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars, 
and  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  said  township  shall  have  juris- 
diction of  such  cases,  and  may  give  judgment  and  issue  execu- 
tion for  the  collection  of  such  fine  or  fines,  to  be  levied  on  any 
personal  property  of  such  person  or  persons  fined  as  aforesaid, 
directed  to  any  constable  of  the  county  in  which  said  township 
is  situate  which  execution  shall  be  levied,  executed  and  re- 
turned in  the  same  manner  as  executions  in  other  cases,  or  in 
case  of  sentence  to  imprisonment  in  the  jail  may  issue  his  war- 
rant for  the  imprisonment  of  such  offender  as  in  other  cases 
cognizable  before  him. 

(81).  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  township  committee 
of  said  township  to  require  a  license  from  any  person  or  per- 
sons owning  any  hack,  omnibus,  stage,  carriage  or  vehicle  who 
is  a  resident  and  taxpayer  in  said  county  in  which  said  town- 
ship is  situate." 

"  An  act  to  increase  the  powers  of  township  committees. 

Approved  March  11,  1880. 
P.  L..  1880,  p.  199,  S.  1. 
S.  Kev.,  p.  1038,  S.  49,  50. 

(49).  That  the  township  committees  of  the  several  townships 
of  this  State  shall  hereafter  have  the  following  powers  in  ad- 
dition to  the  powers  now  vested  by  law  in  township  commit- 
tees, viz  : 

To  prevent  and  suppress  breaches  of  the  peace  and  dis- 
orderly assemblages  in  any  street,  house  or  place  in  the  town- 
ship, and  to  suppress  disorderly  houses,  and  to  call  upon  the 
constables  of  said  township  to  accomplish  such  purposes. 

To  act  as  a  board  of  health  in  case  of  the  prevalence  of  epi- 
demic diseases. 

To  exercise  either  in  connection  with  the  overseers  of  high- 
ways or  independently  the  same  power  and  authority  now 
vested  by  law  under  section  forty -five  of  the  general  road  law, 
approved  March  twenty-seventh  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-four  (Rev.  p.  1005),  in  said  overseers  to  enter  upon 


lands  to  make  and  open  gutters,  drains  and  ditches  in  order  to 
let  off  water  from  the  highways,  and  all  the  other  powers 
given  to  said  overseers  in  said  section  forty-five,  and  to  direct 
the  town  assessor  and  the  town  collector  respectively  to  assess 
and  collect  sufficient  taxes  to  pay  for  the  expenses  of  the  Bame. 

To  abate  and  remove  nuisances,  and  at  the  expense  of  the 
occupant  or  owner,  to  cleanse  and  disinfect  premises  where 
nuisances  detrimental  to  health  are  maintained. 

To  compel  the  abutters  to  keep  the  sidewalks,  where  the 
same  are  much  traveled,  free  from  snow  and  ice  and  other  im- 
pediments, and  to  keep  said  sidewalks  in  a  safe,  convenient  and 
passable  condition  at  all  seasons. 

To  exercise,  either  in  connection  with  the  overseers  of  high- 
ways or  independently.the  same  powers  and  authority  now  vested 
by  law  in  overseers  of  the  highways,  to  cause  to  be  opened  or 
made  safe  any  highway  or  bridge  which  may  be  impassable  or 
dangerous,  according  to  the  provisions  of  section  fifty-six  of 
the  general  road  law,  approved  March  twenty-seventh  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-four.     (Rev.  p.  1006). 

(50).  That  for  the  enforcement  of  the  foregoing  provisions 
of  this  act,  the  town  committees  may  enact  and  pass  any  ordi- 
nances which  do  not  conflict  with  the  Constitution  of  this  State 
or  of  the  United  States,  and  may,  in  the  name  of  the  clerk  of 
the  township,  prosecute  offenders  against  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  or  of  the  said  ordinances,  before  any  justice  of  the  peace 
elected  in  the  township." 

"  An  act  to  enable  township  committees  of  certain  townships 
to  grant  licenses. 

Approved  March  12,  18S0. 

P.  L.,  1SS0,  p.  302. 

S.  Rev.  p.  1043,  S.  S3,  84. 

(83.)  That  the  township  committee  of  any  township  of  this 
State,  being  created  under  a  special  act  of  the  legislature,  and 
having  less  than  three  hundred  voters,  shall  have  power  to 
pass,  alter,  repeal  ordinances  to  take  effect  within  their  respec- 
tive townships  for  the  following  purposes  : 

1.  To  license,  regulate  and  prohibit  inns,  taverns  of  spiritu- 
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ous,  vinous,  malt  or  other  strong  or  intoxicating  liquors,  and  to 
license  and  regulate  hawkers,  peddlers  and  slaughter  houses. 

2.  To  fix  the  term  upon  which  licenses  for  such  purposes 
shall  be  granted,  and  to  make  all  proper  rules  and  regulations 
for  the  collection  of  license  fees,  and  no  other  license  for  any- 
such  purpose  shall  be  valid  within  such  township,  except 
licenses  granted  by  the  governor  to  hawkers  and  peddlers. 

3.  To  prescribe  the  penalties  by  fine,  not  exceeding  twenty 
dollars  in  each  case,  or  by  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail,  not 
exceeding  ten  days  in  each  case,  or  both,  for  any  violation  of 
any  ordinance  authorized  by  this  act ;  provided  however,  that 
the  person  or  persons  violating  the  provisions  of  such  ordinance 
or  qrdi nances  shall  be  brought  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  in 
such  township,  who  shall  have  cognizance  of  such  offence. 

(84.)  That  every  contemplated  ordinance  shall  be  presented 
at  a  regular  meeting  of  the  township  committee,  and  shall  re- 
ceive a  two-third  vote  of  the  whole  number  of  members  of 
said  committee,  and  the  ayes  and  nays  entered  at  large  upon 
the  clerk's  book  of  minutes,  when  the  same  shall  lie  over  until 
the  next  regular  meeting,  when,  if  two  thirds  of  said  members 
vote  in  favor  of  the  same,  upon  the  ayes  and  nays  being  called, 
it  shall  be  entered  in  a  book  to  be  provided  by  the  township 
for  that  purpose,  and  it  shall  be  signed  by  the  chairman  and 
clerk ;  provided,  however,  before  it  takes  effect  it  shall  be  pub- 
lished for  ten  days  in  a  newspaper  published  in  said  township, 
or,  if  no  newspaper  is  published  therein,  then  in  some  news- 
paper published  in  the  county  and  circulating  in  said  township  ; 
and  the  said  ordinance  shall  be  posted  for  a  like  time  in  ten  of 
the  most  public  places  in  said  township,  and  the  publication 
and  posting  shall  be  verified  by  affidavit  of  the  printer  or  fore- 
man of  the  newspaper  in  which  such  publication  shall  be  made, 
and  of  the  person  who  posted  such  notice,  and  such  affidavit 
shall  be  filed  in  the  township  clerk's  office,  and  shall  be  evi- 
dence of  such  publication  and  posting  in  all  courts  and  places." 

Sections  eighty-three  (S3)  and  eighty-four  (84)  of  the  act  en- 
titled "'  An  act  to  enable  township  committees  of  certain  town- 
ships to  grant  licenses,"  (P.  L.  1SS0,  p.  302),  are  quoted  for  the 
purpose  of  calling  attention  to  the  fact  that  it  is  not  only 
special  and  limited  in  operation,  but  by  implication  is  repealed 
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by  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  regulating  the  granting  of  licenses 
to  sell  spirituous,  vinous,  malt  and  brewed  liquors,"  approved 
March  29,  1888.     (P.  L.  18SS,  p.  308). 

"  An  act  respecting  fire  escapes  or  means  of  exit  in  and  upon 
buildings  in  cities  or  municipal  corporations. 

Approved  March  25,  1881. 
P.  L.,  1881,  p.  254. 
S.  Rev.  p.  685,  S.  863. 

That  the  common  council,  board  of  aldermen,  or  other  gov- 
erning body  of  all  municipal  corporations  in  this  State,  are 
hereby  authorized,  empowered  and  required  to  pass,  ordain  and 
enforce  ordinance  and  regulations  and  penalties  respecting  the 
building,  erection,  equipment,  maintenance  and  use  of  proper 
and  efficient  fire  escapes  or  means  of  exit  in  and  upon  hotels, 
theaters,  halls,  school  houses  and  other  public  buildings,  manu- 
factories or  other  buildings  where  operatives  are  employed." 

"  An  act  to  provide  for  the  better  security  of  life  and  limb 
in  cases  of  fire  in  hotels  and  other  buildings. 

Approved  March  17,  1882. 
P.  L.  1882,  p.  142. 
S.  Rev.  p.  685,  S.  865. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  fire  inspector  of  any  city 
in  this  State,  or  any  common  council,  board  of  aldermen  or 
other  official  board  of  any  city,  town,  borough  or  of  any  town- 
ship of  this  State,  by  whatever  name  such  authorities  may  be 
known,  to  designate  the  number,  kind  and  manner  of  erection 
of  such  external  fire  escapes  to  any  of  said  buildings,  and  shall 
give  notice  in  writing  to  the  owner  or  lessees,  or  the  person 
having  charge  or  control  of  said  building,  and  6et  forth  in  said 
notice  the  number,  kind  and  manner  in  which  said  external 
fire  escape  or  escapes  is  or  are  to  be  erected,  required  by  said 
fire  inspector  or  ordinance  of  said  municipal  authorities,  or 
resolution  of  said  other  official  boards." 
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"  An  act  concerning  township  ordinances. 

Approved  April  17,  1884. 
P.  L.  1884,  p.  210,  S.  1. 
S.  Rev.,  1040,  S.  60,  63. 

(60.)  That  it  shall  not  hereafter  be  lawful  for  the  township 
committee  of  any  township  to  introduce  and  finally  pass  at  a 
single  meeting  of  such  township  committee,  any  ordinance 
which  by  law  it  is  now,  or  hereafter  may  be  authorized  to  pass, 
but  every  ordinance  that  shall  be  introduced  at  any  meeting  of 
such  township  committee  shall  lie  over  and  shall  not  be  finally 
passed  except  at  a  meeting  subsequent  to  that  at  which  it  shall 
be  introduced. 

(63.)  That  each  and  every  ordinance  that  shall  hereafter  be 
passed  by  any  township  committee  shall  be  signed  in  the  said 
book  of  the  record  of  ordinances,  by  the  chairman  of  the  town- 
ship committee,  and  the  township  clerk." 

"  Supplement  to  an  act  entitled,  '  An  act  to  provide  for 
licensing  hacks  and  other  vehicles  by  the  towmship  committees 
of  the  several  townships  of  this  State,  and  for  the  better  gov- 
ernment of  the  same,'  approved  March  fifth,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-nine. 

Approved  April  1,  1S87. 
P.  L.  1887,  p.  110. 

That  the  first  section  of  the  act  entitled  'An  act  to  provide 
for  licensing  hacks  and  other  vehicles  by  the  township  commit- 
tees of  the  several  townships  of  this  State  and  for  the  better 
government  of  the  same,'  approved  March  fifth,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
amended  to  read  as  follows  : 

1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  that  in  all  townships  in  this  State  having 
a  population  of  more  than  ten  thousand  inhabitants,  the  town- 
ship committee  of  said  township  shall  have  power  to  pass,  alter 
and  repeal  ordinances,  and  to  make  rules  and  regulations  for 
licensing  and  regulating  public  hacks,  cabs,  omnibuses,  stages, 
carriages  and  vehicles  used  for  the  transportation  of  passengers 
within  the  limits  of  6aid  townships,  and  to  fix  the  license  fee 
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for  the  same,  and  to  prohibit  unlicensed  persons  from  acting 
in  the  capacity  of  hackmen  ;  provided  that  this  act  shall  not 
apply  to  boroughs  <>r  seaside  resorts  having  power  to  grant  such 
licenses." 

u  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  provide 
for  licensing  hacks  and  other  vehicles  by  the  township  commit- 
tees of  the  several  townships  of  this  State,  and  for  the  better 
government  of  the  same,'  approved  March  fifth,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy -nine. 

Passed  March  5,  18S8. 
P.  L.  J  888,  p.  131. 

That  the  first  section  of  said  act,  which  by  a  supplement 
thereto  approved  April  first  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty-seven,  be  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  That  in  all  townships  in  this  State  having 
a  population  of  more  than  four  thousand  inhabitants,  the  town- 
ship committee  of  said  township  shall  have  power  to  pass,  alter 
and  repeal  ordinances,  and  to  make  rules  and  regulations  for 
licensing  and  regulating  public  hacks,  cabs,  omnibuses,  stages, 
carriages  and  vehicles  used  for  the  transportation  of  passengers 
within  the  limits  of  said  townships,  and  to  fix  the  license  fee 
for  the  same,  and  to  prohibit  unlicensed  persons  from  acting  in 
the  capacity  of  hackmen  ;  provided  that  this  act  shall  not  apply 
to  boroughs  or  seaside  resorts  having  power  to  grant  such 
licenses." 

"  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  provide  for 
licensing  hacks  and  other  vehicles  by  the  township  committees 
of  the  several  townships  of  this  State,  and  for  the  better  gov- 
ernment of  the  same,'  approved  March  fifth,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-nine. 

Approved  February  26,  18S9. 
P.  L.,  1889,  p.  30. 

That  section  one  of  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  provide  for 
licensing  hacks  and  other  vehicles  by  the  township  committees 
of  the  several  townships  of  this  State,  and  for  the  better  gov- 
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ernment  of  the  same,'  approved  March  fifth,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  shall  be,  and  hereby  is  amended 
so  that  said  section  shall  read  as  follows  : 

1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly  oi 
the  State  of  New  Jersey,  That  in  all  townships  of  this  State, 
the  township  committee  of  said  township  shall  have  power 
writhin  the  limits  of  said  township,  to  make  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  licensing  and  regulating  hacks,  cabs,  omnibuses,  stages, 
carriages  and  vehicles  used  for  the  carrying  and  transportation 
of  passengers,  and  to  fix  the  license  fee  for  the  same,  and  to 
prohibit  unlicensed  persons  from  acting  in  the  capacity  of 
hackmen." 

"An  act  respecting  licenses  in  cities,  townships,  incorporated 
towns,  incorporated  boroughs,  or  police,  sanitary  and  improve- 
ment commissions,  and  incorporated  camp  meeting  associations 
and  seaside  resorts. 

Approved  March  31,  1890. 
P.  L.,  1890,  p.  150. 

That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  common  council,  board  of 
aldermen,  township  committee  or  other  governing  body  of  any 
city,  township,  incorporated  town,  incorporated  borough,  or 
police,  sanitary,  and  improvement  commission,  incorporated 
camp  meeting  association  or  seaside  resort  in  this  State,  to 
make  and  establish  ordinances  for  the  following  purposes,  viz. : 
To  license  and  regulate  cartmen,  porters,  hacks,  cars,  omni- 
buses, stages,  and  all  other  carriages  and  vehicles  used  for  the 
transportation  of  passengers,  baggage,  merchandise  and  goods 
and  chattels  of  any  kind ;  and  the  owmers  and  drivers  of 
vehicles  and  means  of  transportation,  also  auctioneers,  common 
criers,  hawkers,  peddlers,  pawnbrokers,  junk-shop  keepers, 
keepers  of  bath  houses,  boarding  houses  and  news  stands, 
sweeps,  scavengers,  traveling  and  other  shows,  concerts,  skating 
rinks,  itinerant  venders  of  merchandise,  medicines  and  reme- 
dies, and  also  the  place  or  places  or  premises  in  which  or  at 
which  the  different  kinds  of  business  or  occupation  mentioned 
herein  are  to  be  carried  on  or  conducted ;  and  to  fix  the  rates 
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of  compensation  to  be  paid  therefor,  and  to  prohibit  all  per- 
sons and  places,  and  all  vehicles  unlicensed,  from  acting,  nsing 
or  being  used  in  said  capacities  and  for  such  uses  and  purpose, 
and  to  fix  and  prescribe  penalties  for  the  violation  of  any  such 
ordinances,  and  that  fees  for  such  licenses  may  be  imposed  for 
revenue;  provided,  that  no  person  or  persons  shall  be  required 
to  take  out  a  license  in  order  to  sell  any  product  of  his  farm, 
or  to  sell  meat  or  milk." 

"  An  act  respecting  townships. 

Approved  June  13, 1890. 

P.  L.,  1K90,  p.  -IIS,  S.  1,2,  3,  4. 

(1  )  That  in  any  township  of  this  State  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
any  constable  or  police  officer  thereof  to  summarily  arrest 
without  warrant  any  person  hawking,  peddling  or  selling  any- 
thing whatsoever  in  such  township  without  a  license,  where  it 
is  required  to  obtain  a  license  therefor  by  any  ordinance  of 
such  township. 

(2.)  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  to  carry  such 
person  so  arrested,  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  said  town- 
ship, before  whom  violations  of  ordinances  are  hereby  made 
triable,  whereupon  such  justice  of  the  peace  shall  determine 
whether  the  person  so  arrested  has  been  guilty  of  the  violation 
complained  of ;  and  the  said  justice  may  adjourn  the  hearing 
of  said  complaint  for  a  period  not  longer  tl>an  live  days,  and 
may  take  the  defendant's  bond  for  hia  appearance  at  such 
adjourned,  hearing. 

(3.)  And  be  it  enacted,  That  on  conviction  of  such  violation, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  justice  of  the  peace  to  impose  a 
fine  on  such  person  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars  and  costs, 
which  costs  are  to  be  taxed  the  same  as  in  cases  of  disorderly 
persons,  which  fine  and  costs  shall  be  paid  forthwith,  and  upon 
failure  to  pay  such  fine  and  costs  he  shall  commit  such  person 
to  the  county  jail  of  the  county  in  which  such  township  is 
located,  there  to  be  detained  by  the  sheriff  of  the  county  or 
keeper  of  said  jail  until  the  fine  and  costs  are  paid  ;  provided, 
no  person  shall,  under  this  act,  be  detained  in  jail  for  a  longer 
period  than  ten  days  for  any  one  offense. 
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(•i.)  And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  addition  to  the  penalties 
heretofore  imposed  in  this  act,  the  penalties  prescribed  by  any 
township  committee  of  any  township  of  this  State  by  virtue 
of  any  general  law  for  the  violation  of  any  ordinance  of  said 
township,  shall  be  recoverable  before  any  justice  of  the  peace 
of  said  township,  in  an  action  on  contract,  in  the  name  of  the 
inhabitants  of  S'id  township,  and  for  the  use  of  said  township, 
which  suit  shall  be  conducted  in  the  same  manner  as  other 
suits  in  actions  of  contract  now  triable  before  justices  of  the 
peace  are  conducted  ;  and  when  judgment  is  given,  executions 
thereon  shall  issue  in  the  same  manner,  and  shall  be  subject  to 
appeal  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county  on  the 
same  terms." 

"  An  act  in  relation  to  the  use  of  bicycles  and  tricycles. 

Approved  March  22,  1S88. 

P.  L.,  1888,  p.  201,  202,  S.  1,  2,  3. 

(1.)  That  bicycles  and  tricycles,  and  all  other  vehicles  pro- 
pelled by  pedo-motive  or  manu-motive  power,  are  hereby 
declared  to  be  carriages  within  the  meaning  of  that  term  as 
used  in  section  ninety-one  of  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  concern- 
ing roads '  (Revision),  approved  March  twenty-seventh,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-four,  and  that  all  persons 
by  whom  bicycles,  tricycles  and  said  other  vehicles  are  or  may 
hereafter  be  used,  ridden  or  propelled  upon  the  turnpikes  or 
public  roads  in  this  State,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  rights 
and  privileges,  and  subject  to  the  same  restrictions  in  the  use 
thereof  as  are  prescribed  in  said  section  ninety-one,  in  the  case 
of  drivers  of  carriages,  sleighs  and  sleds. 

(2.)  That  the  mayor  and  common  council,  commissioners, 
overseers,  or  other  authorities  having  charge  or  control  of  any 
public  street,  public  road  or  turnpike,  public  parkway,  drive- 
way, or  other  public  place  in  this  State,  shall  have  no  power  to 
pass,  enforce  or  maintain  any  ordinance,  rule  or  regulaion  by 
which  any  person  using  a  bicycle  or  tricycle  shall  be  excluded 
or  prohibited  from  the  free  use  of  any  public  street,  avenue, 
road,  turnpike,  driveway,  parkway,  or  other  public  place  at 
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any  time  when  the  same  is  or  may  hereafter  he  open  to  the 
free  use  of  persons  having  or  using  other  pleasure  carriages. 

(3.)  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  pre- 
vent the  passage,  enforcement  or  maintenance  of  any  regulation, 
ordinance  or  rule  regulating  the  use  of  bicycles  or  tricycles  in 
public  streets,  avenues,  roads,  turnpikes,  driveways,  parkways, 
and  other  public  places  in  such  manner  as  to  limit  and  determine 
the  proper  rate  of  speed  with  which  such  vehicles  may  be  pro- 
pelled, nor  in  such  manner  as  to  require,  direct  or  prohibit  the 
use  of  bells,  lamps  and  other  such  appurtenances,  nor  to  pro- 
hibit the  use  of  any  vehicle  upon  that  part  of  the  street,  road 
or  parkway  commonly  known  as  the  foot  path  or  sidewalk." 

The  acts  approved  respectively  March  5,  1ST9  (P.  L.,  1S79, 
p.  S4);  March  11,  1SS0  (P.  L.,  1880,  p.  199) ;  March  25,  1881 
(P.  L,  1881,  p.  251);  March  IT,  1Ss2  (P.  L.,  1SS2,  p.  142); 
April  17,  1S^4  (P.  L.,  1881,  p.  210);  April  1,  1887  (P.  L., 
1887,  p.  110);  March  5,  1SS8  (P.  L.,  1888,  p.  131);  February 
26,  1SS9  (F.  L.  ISS9,  p.  30);  March  31,  1890  (P.  L.,  1890, 
p.  150);  June  13,  1890  (P.  L.,  1890,  p.  448),  have  been  con- 
solidated, and  their  provisions  embraced  in  the  following  six 
sections  : 

Sec.  72.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  township  committee 
of  the  several  townships  in  this  State  may  enact  and  pass  any    mittees  may 
ordinances   which   do   not   conflict    with    the   constitution  of    a^ces. 
this  State  or  of  the  United  States,  for  the  following  purposes  : 

To  prevent  and  suppress  breaches  of  the  peace  and  disor- 
derly assemblages  in  any  street,  road,  house  or  place  in  the 
township,  and  to  suppress  disorderly  houses  therein,  and  to 
call  upon  the  constable  or  constables  of  said  township  to 
accomplish  such  purposes. 

To  abate  and  remove  nuisances,  and  at  the  expense  of  the 
occupant  or  owner  to  cleanse  and  disinfect  premises  where 
nuisances  detrimental  to  health  are  maintained. 

To  act  as  a  board  of  health  in  case  of  prevalence  of  epidemic 
diseases,  when  a  township  board  of  health  has  not  effected  an 
organization  as  required  by  law,  and  if  organized,  fails  or 
refuses  to  act  in  the  premises. 
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To  require  the  building,  erection,  equipment,  maintenance 
and  use  of  proper  and  efficient  fire  escapes  or  means  of  exit, 
in  and  upon  hotels,  theatres,  halls,  school  houses  and  other 
public  buildings,  manufactories,  or  other  buildings  where 
operatives  are  enrployed. 

To  compel  the  abutters  to  keep  the  sidewalks,  where  the 
same  are  much  traveled,  free  from  snow  and  ice,  and  other 
impediments,  and  to  keep  said  sidewalks  in  a  safe,  convenient 
and  passable  condition  at  all  seasons. 

To  limit  and  determine  the  proper  rate  of  speed  of  bicycles, 
tricycles,  and  all  other  vehicles  propelled  by  pedo-motive  or 
nianu-motive  power,  at  which  they  may  be  propelled ;  also  to 
direct  and  prohibit  the  use  of  bells,  lamps,  and  other  such 
appurtenances;  and  also  to  prohibit  the  use  of  any  vehicle 
upon  that  part  of  a  street,  road  or  pathway  commonly  known 
as  a  foot  path  or  sidewalk. 

To  limit  and  determine  the  proper  rate  of  speed  of  horses 
driven  or  ridden  through  or  along  the  public  roads  of  the 
township,  and  through  or  along  the  streets  of  any  unincorpo- 
rated town  or  village  within  the  township. 

To  license  and  2'egulate  cartmen,  porters,  hacks,  cars,  omni- 
buses, stages,  and  all  other  carriages  and  vehicles  used  for  the 
transportation  of  passengers,  baggage,  merchandise  and  goods 
and  chattels  of  any  kind ;  and  the  owners  and  drivers  of 
vehicles  and  means  of  transportation  ;  also  auctioneers,  com- 
mon criers,  hawkers,  peddlers,  pawnbrokers,  junk-shop  keepers, 
keepers  of  bath  houses,  boarding  houses,  news  stands,  sweeps, 
scavengers,  traveling  and  other  shows,  circuses,  theatrical  per- 
formances, plays,  exhibitions,  concerts,  skating  rinks,  itinerant 
venders  of  merchandise,  medicines  and  remedies,  and  also  the 
place  or  premises  in  which  or  at  which  the  different  kinds  of 
business  or  occupation  mentioned  herein  are  to  be  carried  on 
or  conducted  ;  and  to  fix  the  rate  of  compensation  to  be  paid 
therefor,  and  to  prohibit  all  persons  and  places,  and  all  vehicles 
unlicensed,  from  acting,  using  or  being  used  in  said  capacities, 
and   for   such   uses   and  purpose ;  and  that  the  fees  for  such 
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licenses  shall  be  imposed  for  revenue;  provided,  that  no 
person  or  persons  shall  be  required  to  take  out  a  license  in 
order  to  sell  any  product  of  his  farm,  or  to  sell  meat  or  milk. 

To  fix  and  prescribe  penalties  for  the  violation  of  such  ordi-  To  fix  penalties 

\  1  for  violations 

nance   or   ordinances   passed   and    enacted   for    the   purposes  of  ordinances, 
enumerated  in  this  act. 

Sec.  73.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  for  each  and  every  offense 
against  the  ordinances  to  be  enacted  in  accordance  with  this Pena]t yf0rvio- 
act,  the  person  so  offending  shall,  upon  conviction,  pay  a  fine  finance?  °r" 
not  to  exceed  one  hundred  dollars,  and  the  costs  of  suit ;  ex- 
cepting, however,  persons  offending  against  ordinances  prohib- 
iting hawking,  peddling,  or  selling  goods,  wares  and  merchandise 
without  license. 


Sec.  74.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  townshij)  committee 
shall  have  power  to  alter  and  repeal  any  ordinance  passed  and 
enacted  by  them  ;  and  the  penalties  prescribed  by  said  com- 
mittee by  virtue  of  this  act,  or  of  any  general  law,  for  the 
violation  of  any  ordinance  of  the  several  townships,  shall  be 
recoverable  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  said  township, 
in  an  action  upon  contract,  in  the  name  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  township  and  for  the  use  of  the  township,  which  suit  shall 
be  conducted  in  the  same  manner  as  other  suits  in  actions  upon 
contract  now  triable  before  justices  of  the  peace  are  conducted, 
and  when  judgment  is  given,  executions  thereon  shall  issue  in 
the  same  manner,  and  shall  be  subject  to  appeal  to  the  court  of 
common  pleas  of  the  county  on  the  same  terms ;  and  if  in  any 
such  case  the  judgment  and  costs  of.  prosecution  shall  not  be 
recoverable  by  an  execution  issued  against  the  goods  and 
chattels  of  any  person  convicted  as  aforesaid,  then  the  justice 
of  the  peace  before  whom  such  action  is  brought  and  such 
conviction  had,  shall  issue  an  execut:on  against  the  body  of 
said  defendant,  directing  any  constable  of  the  county  to  take 
the  body  of  said  person  so  convicted  and  commit  the  same  to 
the  common  jail  of  the  county,  there  to  be  held  and  detained 
by  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  or  keeper  of  said  jail,  for  the 
term  of  ten  days,  unless  the  judgment  and  costs  shall  be  sooner 
paid. 


Power  to  alter 
and  repeal  or- 
dinances, and 
proce  edure 
to  recover 
penalties. 


188 

Sec.  75.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any 
constable  or  police  officer,  to  summarily  arrest,  without  warrant, 
Aof  violation  of  anY  Person  hawking,  peddling,  or  selling  any  goods,  wares  or  mer- 
w°homahearin|  chandise  whatsoever,  in  such  township  in  this  State  without  a 
modeaof  en- license,  where  it  is  required  to  obtain  a  license  therefor  by  any 
forcing  pen-  or(}inance  0f  sncu  township,  and  carry  such  person  so  arrested 
before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  said  township  before  whom 
violations  of  ordinances  are  hereby  made  triable ;  whereupon 
such  justice  of  the  peace  shall  determine  whether  the  person  so 
arrested  has  been  guilty  of  the  violation  comp'ained  of ;  and 
the  said  justice  may  adjourn  the  hearing  of  said  complaint  for 
a  period  not  longer  than  five  days,  and  may  take  the  defendant's 
recognizance  for  his  appearance  at  such  adjourned  hearing ; 
upon  conviction  of  such  violation  the  said  justice  may  impose 
a  fine  upon  such  person,  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars  and 
costs,  which  costs  are  to  be  taxed  the  same  as  in  cases  of  dis- 
orderly persons ;  which  fine  and  costs  shall  be  paid  forthwith, 
or  upon  failure  to  pay  such  fine  and  costs,  such  justice  of  the 
peace  shall  commit  such  person  to  the  county  jail  of  the  county 
in  which  such  township  is  situate,  there  to  be  detained  by  the 
sheriff  of  the  county,  or  keeper  of  said  jail,  until  the  fine  and 
costs  are  paid ;  provided,  no  person  committed  by  virtue  of 
any  offense  mentioned  in  this  section  shall  be  detained  in  jail 
for  a  longer  period  than  ten  days  for  any  one  offense. 

How  ordinan-  Sec.  76.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for 
^ed1,0  recorded  the  township  committee  of  any  township  to  finally  pass  any 
and  pu  is  e  .  orcjmance  ^hich  \yy  this  act  or  any  subsequent  act  it  may  be  au- 
thorized to  pass,  at  the  meeting  of  such  committee  at  which  any 
such  ordinance  shall  be  introduced;  but  every  ordinance  that  shall 
be  introduced  at  any  meeting  of  such  committee  shall  be  laid  over 
and  shall  not  be  finally  passed  and  adopted  except  at  a  regular 
meeting  subsequent  to  the  meeting  whether  regular  or  special 
at  which  it  shall  be  introduced  ;  and  each  and  every  ordinance 
passed  and  adopted  by  said  committee  shall  be  recorded  by  the 
township  clerk  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose,  which  record 
shall  be  signed  by  said  clerk  and  the  chairman  of  the  township 
committee  ;  and  every  ordinance  passed,  adopted  and  recorded 
as  aforesaid  shall  be  published  in  a  newspaper  printed  and  cir- 
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culating  in  such  township,  or  if  none  be  printed  in  such  town- 
ship then  in  a  newspaper  printed  in  the  county  and  circulating 
in  such  township,  for  the  period  of  four  weeks  consecutively 
at  least  once  in  each  week:  and  until  such  ordinance  shall 
have  been  bo  as  aforesaid  recorded  and  published,  it  shall  be  of 
no  effect. 

Sec.  77.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  said  book  of  the 
record  of  ordinances  shall  be  taken  and  received  in  all  courts  p Juration  Dof 
as  evidence  of  said  ordinances,  and  copies  of  said  ordinances  ordinances- 
certified  by  the  township  clerk  under  the  corporate  seal  of  the 
township,  shall  likewise  be  taken  and  received  in  all  courts  as 
evidence  of  said  ordinances  :  and  that  the  publication  of  said 
ordinances  in  a  newspaper  as  herein  required,  shall  in  all 
cases  be  presumed  to  have  been  made  until  the  contrary  shall 
be  proved. 


Sec.  7V.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  township  committee 
of  the  several  townships  of  this  State  are  hereby  authorized 
and  empowered  to  pass  ordinances,  and  to  enforce  ordinances 
and  regulations  and  penalties  respecting  the  number,  kind  and 
manner  of  erection  of  external  lire  escapes  upon  hotels,  theatres, 
halls,  school  houses  and  other  public  building's,  manufactories 
and  other  buildings  where  operatives  are  employed :  and  upon 
the  adoption  of  such  ordinances  and  regulations,  shall  give 
notice  in  writing  to  the  owner  or  lessee,  or  the  person  or  per- 
sons having  charge  or  control  of  said  building,  and  set  forth  in 
said  notice  the  number,  kind  and  manner  in  which  said  external 
fire  escape  or  escapes  is  or  are  to  be  erected  as  required  by  any 
ordinance  of  said  committee. 

••  An  act  to  authorize  townships  to  employ  police. 

Approved  February  20,  1VS3. 
P.  L..  1883,  p.  39,  S.  L.  2. 
S.  Rev.,  p.  10*1,  S.  73. 

That  such  police  officer  or  officers  shall  be  appointed  and 
discharged  or  dismissed  at  such  times  by  and  hold  their  posi- 
tions for  such  times  and  periods  only  as  the  township  commit- 
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tee,  thus  authorized  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  township,  shall 
from  time  to  time  and  in  each  case  see  fit  and  determine,  and 
shall  receive  such  pay  and  compensation  for  their  services 
respectively  as  shall  be  fixed  and  agreed  upon  by  the  said 
township  committee ;  provided,  that  the  compensation  to  be 
made  to  all  such  officers  so  to  be  appointed,  shall  not  in  the 
aggregate  exceed  the  amount  fixed  and  determined  by  the 
inhabitants  of  the  township  at  the  annual  meeting  to  be  ex- 
pended for  the  services  of  the  police  officer  or  officers,  which 
amount  so  to  be  paid  to  said  offices  shall  be  assessed  and  raised 
by  taxation  in  the  same  manner  as  other  taxes  are  assessed  and 
raised  for  township  purposes." 

"  An  act  to  better  regulate  and  control  a  day  and  night  police 
force  in  certain  townships  of  this  State. 

Approved  March  23,  1SS3. 
P.  L.,  1883,  p.  189,  S.  1. 
S.  Rev.,  p.  1040,  S.  66,  70. 

That  in  townships  of  this  State  when  the  township  committee 
has  been  authorized  by  law  to  provide  by  ordinance  for  the 
establishment,  regulation  and  control  of  a  day  police  or  police 
force,  the  said  township  committee  are  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered  at  any  regular  meeting  thereof  or  at  any  special 
meeting  called  for  the  purpose,  and  held  either  in  the  month 
of  March  or  in  the  month  of  April  next  after  the  passage 
of  this  act,  to  commit  and  transfer  their  said  authority  and 
power  in  relation  to  said  police  by  resolution  by  them  or 
majority  of  them  adopted  to  three  commissioners  of  police  to 
be  by  said  township  committee  appointed  at  a  meeting  held 
as  aforesaid. 

That  said  commissioners  shall  hold  office  as  follows,  viz.  : 
one  for  three  years,  one  for  two  years  and  one  for  one  year, 
which  is  to  be  determined  by  lot  at  the  first  meeting  held  by 
them  under  this  act,  immediately  in  the  presence  of  the  clerk 
and  before  the  election  of  president ;  and  the  said  clerk  is 
directed  to  make  a  minute  of  the  same  as  part  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  meeting ;  and  thereafter  each  year  the  township 
committee  at  their  meeting  in  the  month  of  March  or  April 
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shall  elect  a  commissioner  whose  term  shall  be  three  years,  to 
commence  from  the  first  Tuesday  in  May  next  ensuing ;  but 
each  of  the  commissioners  under  this  act  shall  continue  to 
exercise  his  duties  until  his  successor  is  duly  chosen  and  quali- 
fied ;  said  commissioners  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  no  compen- 
sation except  such  as  the  township  committee  may  allow  them  ; 
vacancies  arising  by  resignation  or  otherwise  may  be  filled  by 
the  township  committee,  but  the  person  appointed  to  fill  the 
vacancy  of  any  of  said  commissioners  shall  hold  office  for  the 
unexpired  term  only." 

"  An  act  to  authorize  police  service  in  townships. 

Approved  April  4,  1884. 
P.  L.,  1S84,  p.  130,  S.  2. 
S.  Rev.,  p.  1042,  S.  77. 

That  whenever  in  any  such  township  the  legal  voters  shall 
have  made  an  appropriation  of  money  for  police  service  in 
manner  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  township  committee 
to  employ  any  constable  or  constables  of  such  township  for 
police  service  and  duty,  and  by  ordinance  to  provide  for, 
organize  and  regulate  such  police  service,  including  rate  of 
compensation  and  term  of  employment." 

"  A  supplement  to  an  act  to  authorize  townships  to  employ 
police,  approved  February  twentieth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
eighty-three. 

Approved  April  14,  1S54. 
P.  L.,  1881,  p.  168,  S.  1. 
S.  Rev.,  p.  1042,  S.  74. 

That  the  first  section  of  the  said  act  shall  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows  : 

That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  inhabitants  of  any  township 
in  this  State  at  their  annual  or  at  any  other  meeting  or  meetings 
to  be  duly  called  and  held  for  the  purpose,  to  vote  by  ballot  to 
authorize  the  employment  by  the  township  committee  of  one 
or  more  police  officers  for  said  township  and  to  fix  and  deter- 
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mine  the  amount  to  be  expended  for  the  services  of  such  police 
officer  or  officers,  who  shall  possess  and  have  all  the  powers  of 
constables  within  the  limits  of  the  township  for  the  purpose 
of  preserving  the  peace  and  enforcing  the  ordinances,  and 
empowered  upon  view  and  without  warrant  to  apprehend  and 
arrest  any  and  all  person  or  persons  committing  any  breach  of 
the  peace  within  said  limits,  and  any  and  all  disorderly  person 
or  persons  and  to  bring  said  person  or  persons  before  any 
justice  of  the  peace  in  said  township,  to  be  dealt  with  according 
to  law." 

"  A  further  supplement  to  '  An  act  to  authorize  townships 
to  employ  police,'  approved  February  twentieth,  anno  domini 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-three. 

Approved  February  23,  1886. 
i\  L.,  1886,  p.  46,  S.  1. 
S.  Eev.,  p.  1042,  S.  75. 

That  in  townships  of  this  State  where  there  is  an  organized 
police  force  duly  appointed  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  to 
which  this  is  a  supplement  and  the  supplements  thereto,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  town-hip  committee  to  designate  and 
appoint  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  said  township, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  attend  at  the  lock-up  or  police  court 
of  said  township  and  to  hear  and  dispose  of  complaints  against 
persons  under  arrest  or  detained  in  said  lock-up,  and  to  try 
actions  brought  to  recover  a  penalty  under  any  ordinance  of 
the  said  township,  and  that  the  township  committee  may  pay 
said  justice  such  compensation  in  addition  to  the  fees  allowed 
by  law  as  they  shall  deem  proper." 

"  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  authorize  police 
service  in  townships,'  approved  April  fourth,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighty-four. 

Approved  April  28,  1886. 
P.  L.,  1886,  p.  325,  S.  1. 
S.  Rev.,  p.  1042,  S.  78. 
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That  section  three  of  chapter  ninety-two  of  the  genera] 
public  laws  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-four  be 
amended  so  that  the  same  shall  read  as  follows  : 

That  it  shall  be  lawful  in  any  such  township  for  the  township 
committee  to  appoint  a  sufficient  number  of  suitable  and  com- 
petent persons  to  be  members  of  the  police  force  of  said 
township ;  provided,  however,  that  no  person  other  than  a  duly 
elected  constable  of  such  township  shall  be  appointed  to  mem- 
bership in  the  township  police  force  without  the  affirmative 
vote  of  two-thirds  of  all  the  members  of  the  township 
committee." 

"  An  act  to  authorize  j">olice  service  in  townships. 

Approved  April  9,  1887. 
P.  L.,  1887,  p.  153. 

Whereas,  trespasses,  malicious  mischief  and  like  offences  are 
frequently  committed  in  and  upon  cemeteries,  orchards,  farms, 
gardens  and  like  places  in  this  State,  and  especially  in  and 
upon  such  places  in  rural  localities  adjacent  to  cities,  towns 
and  villages  in  this  State  ;  therefore,  for  the  more  effectual 
suppression  of  said  offences,  and  for  the  more  certain  and 
speedy  apprehension  of  such  offenders,  that  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  township  committee  of  any  township  or  townships  in 
this  State  to  appoint  one  or  more  suitable  and  proper  persons, 
residents  of  such  township  or  townships,  to  be  police  officers 
of  such  township  or  townships ;  provided,  however,  such 
suitable  and  proper  persons  will  accept  such  office  and  perform 
the  duties  thereof  free  of  any  fee,  compensation  or  reward." 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  pre- 
vent the  burning  of  woods,  marshes  and  meadows,'  passed 
November  twenty-fourth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-four. 

Approved  March  23,  1888. 
P.  L.  1888,  p.  245. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  township  committee  of  the 
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several  townships  of  this  State  to  appoint  persons  under  oath, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  ferret  out  and  bring  to  punishment 
all  persons  who  either  wilfully  or  otherwise  cause  the  burning 
of  woods  and  marshes,  and  to  take  measures  to  have  such  fires 
extinguished,  where  it  can  be  done,  the  expenses  thereof  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  township  treasury;  provided,  this  act  shall 
apply  only  to  those  townships  whose  woodland  is  equal  to  forty 
per  centum  of  the  total  area." 

"  An  act  concerning  police  in  towns,  boroughs  and  town- 
ships. 

Approved  April  11,  1SS9. 
P.  L..  1*89,  p.  262. 

That  the  council  or  township  committee  of  any  town,  bor- 
ough or  township  in  this  State,  authorized  by  law  to  establish 
and  maintain  day  and  night  police,  are  hereby  authorized  to 
appoint  such  number  of  patrolmen  as  in  their  judgment  the 
public  good  shall  require,  and  may  also  appoint  a  superintendent 
or  captain  and  a  sergeant  of  police ;  provided,  however,  that 
at  no  time  the  number  or  patrolmen  appointed  be  more  than  one 
for  every  eight  hundred  inhabitants  of  such  town,  borough  or 
township  ;  and  provided  further,  that  the  compensation  to  be 
paid  to  the  superintendent  or  captain  and  to  the  sergeant  shall 
be  the  same  as  the  compensation  provided  for  each  patrolman, 
except  that  there  may  be  paid  to  the  superintendent  or  captain, 
in  addition  tli3reto,  not  exceeding  twenty-live  per  cent,  of  such 
amount,  and  to  the  sergeant  in  addition  thereto,  not  exceeding 
fifteen  per  cent,  thereof. 

That  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  general  or  special,  local,  public 
or  private,  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  be  and 
the  same  hereby  are  repealed." 

"  An  act  to  authorize  police  service  in  townships. 
Approved  March  31,  1S90. 
P.  L.,  1890,  p.  141,  S.  1,  2. 

That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  township  committee  of  any 
township  in  this  State  to  appoint  one  or  more  suitable  persons 
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resident  therein  to  be  police  officers  of  such  township,  and  to 
fix  and  determine  the  amount  to  be  expended  for  such  police 
officer  or  officers,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  upon  view  to  appre- 
hend and  arrest  all  persons  committing  breaches  of  the  peace 
in  said  township  or  violating  any  ordinance  of  such  township, 
and  any  and  all  disorderly  persons,  and  to  bring  said  persons 
before  any  justice  of  the  peace  in  said  township  according  to 
law. 

That  such  police  officer  or  officers  shall  be  appointed  and 
discharged  or  dismissed  as  such  township  committee  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  and  in  each  case  determine,  and  shall 
receive  such  pay  and  compensation  for  their  services  respect- 
ively as  shall  be  fixed  and  agreed  upon  by  said  township  com- 
mittee " 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  regu- 
late elections,'  approved  April  18,  1876. 
Approved  May  28,  1890. 
P.  L.,  1890,  p.  361,  S.  56. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board  of  election  of  each  and 
every  election  district  in  this  State  to  preserve  the  peace  and 
maintain  good  order  in  their  respective  polling  places  during 
the  progress  of  all  elections  and  the  counting  of  votes  cast. 
*  *  *  *  *  Sai(J  election  boards,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
may  also  by  writing  under  their  hands,  whenever  iu  their 
opinion  it  shall  be  necessary  so  to  do,  request  the  municipal 
authority  of  any  municipality  within  which  their  election 
district  or  voting  precinct  is  situate,  or  the  body  or  officer 
having  charge  and  direction  of  the  police  force  in  such  munici- 
pality, to  detail  one  or  more  policemen  to  assist  in  preserving 
the  peace  and  good  order  in  and  about  such  polling  place,  which 
request  of  said  board  of  election  shall  forthwith  be  complied 
with  as  far  as  possible  by  the  body  or  officer  to  whom  the  same 
is  made." 

"  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  authorize  police 
service  in  townships,'  approved  March  thirty-first,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ninety-one. 

Approved  March  28,  1892. 

P.  L.,  1892,  p.  297. 
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That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  township  committee  of  any 
township  in  this  State  to  appoint  one  or  more  suitable  persons 
resident  therein  to  be  a  police  officer  or  police  officers  in  pur- 
suance of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  upon  receiving 
a  petition  requesting  such  appointment  or  appointments  to  be 
made  signed  by  a  majority  of  the  persons  who  voted  at  the 
general  or  township  election  held  therein  next  previous  to  the 
signing  of  such  petition." 

The  first  section  of  the  act  approved  February  20,  1883 
(P.  L.,  1883,  p.  39),  provides  "that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
inhabitants  of  any  township  in  this  State,  at  their  annual  meet- 
ing, to  vote  by  ballot  to  authorize  the  employment  by  the 
township  committee  of  one  or  more  police  officers  for  said  town- 
ship, and  to  fix  and  determine  the  amount  to  be  expended  for 
the  service  of  such  police  officer  or  officers     *     *     *     ." 

This  section  is  amended  and  supplied  by  section  one  (1)  of 
the  act  entitled  "  A  supplement  to  '  An  act  to  authorize  town 
ships  to  employ  police,'  approved  February  twentieth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighty-three,"  which  supplement  was  approved 
April  14,  18S4  (P.  L.,  188-1,  p.  168),  which  amendment  consists 
of  the  addition  of  the  phrase  "  or  at  any  other  meeting  or 
meetings  to  be  duly  called  and  held  for  the  purpose." 

The  act  approved  March  23,  1883  (P.  L.,  1883,  p.  189),  has 
reference  to  townships  in  which  a  police  force  is  authorized 
and  created  by  ordinances  adopted  by  the  township  committee. 
The  duties  and  powers  of  the  township  committee,  based  upon 
the  act  of  February  20, 1883,  the  supplements  thereto  approved 
April  14,  18S4,  and  the  act  approved  March  23,  1883,  have 
from  time  to  time  been  changed  and  enlarged  until  the  enact- 
ment of  the  act  approved  March  28,  1892  (P.  L.,  1892,  p.  297), 
which  makes  it  "the  duty  of  the  township  committee  of  any 
township  in  this  State  to  appoint  one  or  more  suitable  persons 
resident  therein  to  be  a  police  officer  or  police  officers  *  *  * 
upon  the  receipt  by  the  committees  of  such  petition  as  provided 
for  by  that  act." 

The  act  of  March  28,  1892,  as  printed  in  P.  L.,  1892,  p.  20, 
is  entitled  "  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  au- 
thorize police  service  in  townships,'  approved  March  thirty-first, 
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one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-one,"  is  a  mistake  in  so 
far  as  the  phrase  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-one  is  concerned, 
because  no  law  to  authorize  police  service  in  townships  was 
enacted  and  approved  March  31,  1891.  The  supplement  ap- 
proved March  28,  1392,  is  clearly  intended  as  a  supplement  to 
the  act  approved  March  31,  1890. 

The  act  approved  March  31,  1890  (P.  L.,  1890,  p.  141), 
clearly  supplants  the  acts  approved  February  20,  1883  (P.  L., 
1883,  p.  39),  the  act  approved  April  14,  1884  (P.  L ,  1884, 
p.  130),  and  the  supplements  to  said  acts  herein  set  forth  there- 
fore a  section  is  suggested  in  lieu  of  the  act  of  1890  (P.  L., 
1890,  p.  141),  and  the  act  of  1892  (P.  L.,  1892,  p.  297),  before 
referred  to. 

Another  section  is  presented  retaining  the  purport  of  the  act 
approved  April  11,  1S89  (P.  L.,  1889,  p.  2G2),  so  far  as  it  in 
terms  applies  to  townships  in  which  "a  day  and  night  police 
service  "  at  present  exists. 

Section   fifty- six   (56)   ot  the   act  approved  May  28,  1890    . 
(P.  L.,  1890,  p.  361),  furnishes  the  data  for  another  section. 

The  act  approved  February  23,  1SS6  (P.  L  ,  1886,  p.  46),  the 
act  approved  April  9,  1887  (P.  L.,  1887,  p.  153),  and  the  act 
approved  March  23,  1888  (P.  L.,  18S8,  p.  215),  have  been 
respectively  accepted  as  the  basis  of  separate  new  sections. 
The  act  approved  April  28,  1SS6  (P.  L.,  1886,  p.  325),  appears 
to  be  substantially  ignored  by  later  legislation,  and  therefore 
has  been  regarded  as  inoperative. 

Sec.  79.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the _       _.  _ 

'  J  Township  Com- 

township  committee  of  any  township  of  this  State  to  appoint  mj^e  to0$?' 
one  or  more  suitable  persons  therein  to  be  a  police  officer  or  officers, 
police  officers  of  such  township,  upon  receiving  a  petition 
requesting  such  appointment  or  appointments  to  be  made, 
signed  by  a  majority  of  the  persons  who  voted  at  the  general 
or  township  election  held  therein  next  previous  to  the  signing 
of  such  petition,  which  police  officer  or  officers  when  so  as 
aforesaid  appointed,  shall  possess  and  have  all  the  powers  of 
constables  within  the  limits  of  the  township,  for  the  purpose 
of  preserving  the  peace  and  enforcing  the  ordinances  of  the 
township,  and  shall  be  and  are  hereby  authorized  and  empow- 
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ered,  upon  view  and  without  warrant,  to  apprehend  and  arrest 
any  and  all  person  or  persons  committing  any  breach  of  the 
peace  within  said  township,  or  violating  any  ordinance  of  the 
township,  and  any  and  all  disorderly  person  or  persons,  and  to 
take  said  person  or  persons  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  in 
said  township,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  law ;  that  such 
police  officer  or  officers  so  as  aforesaid  appointed,  may  be  dis- 
charged or  dismissed  as  such  township  committee  shall,  from 
time  to  time  and  in  each  case  determine,  and  shall  receive  such 
pay  and  compensation  for  their  services  respectively  as  shall  be 
lixed  and  agreed  upon  by  such  committee ;  and  the  said  com- 
mittee shall  have  power  to  adopt  such  resolutions  and  make 
such  rules  organizing  and  governing  the  police  service  of  their 
respective  townships  as  to  such  committee  may  seem  proper 
and  necessary. 

Sec.  80.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  in  any  township  a  day 

and  night  police  service  shall  be  established,  the  township  com- 

troimen.'supCT- niittee  are  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  such  number  of  patrol- 

intendent    and  j  •  <•  •    i  ,   -i  i      _i  •    -l    i»a 

other  policemen,  not  exceeding  one  for  every  eight  hundred  inhabitants, 
as  in  their  judgment  the  public  good  shall  require,  and  may 
also  appoint  a  superintendent  or  captain  and  a  sergeant  of 
police,  and  fix  their  compensation,  and  discharge  and  dismiss 
them  as  they  shall  from  time  to  time  and  in  each  case  deter- 
mine ;  provided,  however,  that  the  compensation  to  be  paid  to 
the  superintendent  or  captain  and  to  the  sergeant  shall  be  the 
same  as  the  compensation  provided  for  each  patrolman,  except 
that  there  may  be  paid  to  the  superintendent  or  captain,  in 
addition  thereto,  not  exceeding  twenty-five  per  centum  of  such 
amount,  and  to  the  sergeant  in  addition  thereto,  not  exceeding 
fifteen  per  centum  thereof. 

Police  at  poii-      sec.  81.    And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  dutv  of  the 

ing  places  dur-  #  _  » 

ing elections,  township  committee  of  any  township  in  this  State  in  which  a 
police  force  as  provided  for  by  this  act  has  been  organized  and 
established,  or  the  superintendent,  captain  or  other  officer 
directing  and  controlling  such  police  force,  upon  receiving 
from  the  board  of  election  or  a  majority  of  the  members  of 
such  board  in  any  election  district  in  such  township,  a  notice 
in  writing  signed  by  said  election  board  or  a  majority  of  the 
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members  thereof,  that  it  is  necessary  in  the  opinion  of  such 
election  board,  in  order  to  preserve  the  peace  and  maintain 
good  order  in  any  polling  district  within  such  township  during 
the  progress  of  an  election  and  the  counting  of  the  votes,  to 
detail  one  or  more  policemen  to  assist  in  preserving  the  peace 
and  good  order  in  and  about  such  polling  place,  which  request 
of  said  board  of  election  shall  be  forthwith  complied  with  as 
far  as  possible  by  the  body  or  officer  of  which  the  same  is 
made. 

Sec.  82.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  township  committee  aforesaid  to  appoint  one  or  more  suit- 
able persons,  residents  of  such  township,  to  be  police  officers  ^'^j^^r 
of  such  township  with  full  powers  to  act  as  police  officers  as ies- &c- 
prescribed  by  this  act,  where,  in  the  vicinity  of  cemeteries, 
farms,  gardens  and  like  places  in  rural  localities  adjacent  to 
cities,  towns  and  villages,  it  shall  appear  necessary  for  the  sup- 
pression of  offences  committed  or  liable  to  be  committed 
against  such  property ;  provided,  however,  such  suitable  and 
proper  person  will  accept  such  office  and  perform  the  duties 
thereof  free  of  any  fee,  compensation  or  reward. 

Sec.  S3.    And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the    To  ferret  out 

.  persons  setting 

township  committee  of  the  several  townships  in  this  State,  fire  to  wood?. 
to  appoint  persons  under  oath,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  ferret 
out  and  bring  to  punishment  all  persons  who  either  wilfully  or 
otherwise  cause  the  burning  of  woods  and  marshes,  and  to  take 
measures  to  have  such  fires  extinguished  where  it  can  be  done, 
the  expenses  thereof  to  be  paid  out  of  the  township  treasury ; 
provided,  this  section  shall  apply  only  to  those  townships 
whose  woodland  is  equal  to  forty  per  centum  of  the  total 
area. 


Sec.  84.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  townships  of  this  State  To  appoint 
where  a  police  service  shall  be  organized  under  the  provisions licejustices 
of  this  act,  it  jhall  be  lawful  for  the  township  committee  to 
designate  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  said  township 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  attend  at  the  lock  up  or  some  other 
room  or  building  to  be  known  as  a  police  court  of  said  town- 
ship, and  to  hear  and  dispose  of  complaints  against  persons 


po- 
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under  arrest  or  detained  in  said  lock-up,  and  to  try  actions 
brought  to  recover  a  penalty  under  any  ordinance  of  the  said 
township,  and  the  townshij)  committee  may  pay  said  justice 
such  compensation  in  addition  to  the  fees  allowed  by  law  as 
they  shall  deem  proper. 


The  Duties  and  Powers  of  a  Township  Clerk. 

The  chief  and  most  important  duties  of  a  township  clerk 
relating  to  the  management  of  the  general  affairs  of  a  township 
are : 

1.  To  keep  a  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  township 
committee,  and  deliver  books,  &c,  to  his  successor. 

2.  To  record  by-laws  and  ordinances  adopted,  and  certify 
the  same. 

3.  To  give  notice  of  regular  or  general  elections. 

4.  To  give  notice  of  special  elections. 

5.  To  provide  polling  places,  election  booths,  &c. 

6.  To  record  and  give  notice  of  the  result  of  elections. 

7.  To  record  appointments  to  office  made  by  the  township 
committee,  notify  the  persons  so  appointed,  and  transmit  state- 
ment to  the  county  clerk. 

y.  May  administer  oath  of  office,  and  take  affidavits  in  cer- 
tain cases. 

9.  To  tile  and  preserve  oath  of  office  of  township  officers. 

10.  To  tile  and  preserve  reports  of  township  officers. 

11.  To  make  out  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
of  the  township  committee  and  township  treasurer,  and  cause 
the  same  to  be  published. 

12.  To  file  map  and  report  of  the  township  committee  in 
cases  of  apportionment  of  taxes. 

13.  To  give  notice  of  the  meeting  of  the  commissioners  of 
appeal  in  the  matter  of  taxation  in  certain  cases. 

14.  To  furnish  copy  of  constable's  bond  in  certain  cases. 

15.  To  record  agreements  and  decisions  concerning  fences, 
notices  of  settlement,  attest  tax  warrants,  and  certificates 
of  sales  of  lands  made  under  the  same,  and  record  tax 
warrants. 
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10.  To  record  description  of  eatrays,  Arc. 

17.  Tu  furnish  assessor  with  certificate  of  exemption  from 
taxation. 

The  foregoing  are  general  duties  of  a  township  clerk,  and 
independent  of  those  arising  from  the  exercise  by  other  town- 
ship officials  of  contingent  and  discretional  duties  and  powers. 
The  latter  will  be  considered  in  connection  with  the  subject 
matter  to  which  they  relate.  There  is  scarcely  a  duty  enjoined 
upon  or  power  given  under  present  legislation  to  any  other 
township  officer  but  it  is  found  that  some  consequent  duty 
devolves  upon  the  township  clerk,  because  of  his  primary 
relation  to  the  township  committee  as  their  clerk  or  secretary. 
It  is  deemed  imprudent  to  undertake  to  group  all  the  duties  of 
a  township  clerk  under  the  general  title  of  "  duties  and  powers 
of  township  clerk "  because  of  the  various  conditions  under 
which  some  duty  is  required  to  be  performed  by  him,  dependent 
entirely  upon  contingent  and  discretional  duties  and  the 
exercise  of  the  discretional  powers  of  other  officials.  His 
duties,  except  tliose  before  tabulated,  being  in  the  main  subor- 
dinate to  the  duties  and  powers  of  others,  are  left  undiscussed 
until  the  consideration  of  the  special  conditions  arise  which 
require  his  action. 

1. TJ    KEEP    A    RECORD  OF    THE    PROCEEDINGS  OF    THE   TOWNSHIP 

COMMITTEE    AMD    DELIVER    BOOKS,    &C,    TO    HIS    SUCCESSOR. 

"  An  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  townships,  desig- 
nating their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings. 

Approved  April  14,  1S46. 
Rev.,  p.*H98,  S.  23. 

That  upon  the  death  or  expiration  of  the  office  of  clerk  of 
any  township  all  the  papers,  writings,  books  and  records  belong- 
ing to  the  said  office  shall  be  delivered  to  the  successor  in 
office,  on  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  preceding  clerk,  or,  in 
case  of  his  death,  on  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  his  executors 
or  administrators ;  and  if  any  such  clerk,  his  executors  or 
administrators  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  deliver  the  same  on 
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oath  or  affirmation  as  aforesaid,  being  lawfully  demanded,  then 
every  such  person  shall  forfeit  sixty  dollars,  to  be  recovered 
with  costs  by  action  of  debt,  in  any  court  having  cognizance  of 
that  sum,  in  the  name  and  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  township." 

"  An  concerning  townships  and  township  officers. 

Approved  April  21,  1876. 
P.  L.,  1876,  p.  297. 
Kev.,  p.  1202,  S.  51. 

That  *  *  *  town  meetings  held  after  said  first  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  the 
*  *  *  committees  when  duly  elected,  appointed  and  quali- 
fied, *  *  *  the  clerk  of  the  township  shall  act  as  clerk  of 
said  committee  and  keep  a  record  of  the  proceedings,  and  shall 
record  the  same  in  the  town  book,     *     *     *     ." 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concerning 
townships  and  township  officers,'  approved  April  twenty-first, 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

Approved  April  5,  187S. 
P.  L..  1878,  p.  374. 
S.  Kev.,  p.  1033,  S.  20. 

That  at  all  such  town  meetings  held  after  the  passage  of  this 
act,  the  several  town  and  township  committees  to  be  voted  for 
and  elected  in  the  said  towns  and  townships  shall  consist  of 
three  persons,  *  *  *  the  clerk  of  the  township  shall  act 
as  clerk  of  said  committee  and  keep  a  record  of  the  proceed- 
ings and  shall  record  the  same  in  the  town  book.     *     *     *    ." 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concern- 
ing townships  and  township  officers,' approved  April  twenty- 
first,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

Approved  March  26,  1S89. 
P.  L.,  1889,  p.  97,  S.  1. 
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That  at  all  such  town  meetings  held  after  the  passage  of 
this  act,  the  several  town  and  township  committees  to  be  voted 
for  and  elected  in  the  said  towns  and  townships  shall  consist  of 
three  persons,  *  *  *  and  the  clerk  of  the  township  shall 
act  as  clerk  of  said  committee  and  keep  a  record  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, and  shall  record  the  same  in  the  fown  book  ;  *  *  * 
provided,  however,  that  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  not 
apply  to  townships  in  counties  of  this  State  having  one 
hundred  thousand  inhabitants  or  more  by  the  last  State 
census." 

Revision,  p.  1202,  S.  51 ;  S.  Rev.,  p.  1033,  S.  20,  and  P.  L., 
1S89,  p.  97,  S.  1,  above  recited  in  part,  all  require  the  clerk  to 
act  as  clerk  of  the  township  committee,  and  Rev.,  p.  1198, 
S.  23,  requires  the  clerk,  upon  the  expiration  of  his  office,  &c, 
to  turn  over  to  his  successor  all  papers,  writings,  &c.,  of  said 
office,  on  oath  or  affirmation,  or,  in  case  of  his  death,  they  are 
to  be  turned  over  or  delivered  on  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  his 
executors  or  administrators. 

The  duty  imposed  upon  the  clerk  in  each  of  the  three  sec- 
tions above  quoted  is  identical,  and  for  that  reason  we  have 
consolidated  his  duties  therein  contained,  and  added  the  duty 
imposed  in  the  section  last  above  quoted,  and  such  additional 
duties  as  appear  proper  to  be  performed  by  him,  and  present 
the  result  in  the  following  section  : 

Sec.  85.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  clerk  of  each  town- 
ship of  this  State  shall  act  as  clerk  of  the  township  committee,  ^ownsMp clerk 
and  keep  a  record  of  their  proceedings,  and  record  the  same  in  commutee1^ 
the  town  book,  and  shall  perform  all  the  duties  imposed  upon 
him  by  this  or  any  other  ac:  uf  the  legislature,  and  all  duties 
imposed  upon  him  by  any  lawful  resolution  adopted  by  the 
township  committee ;  and  upon  the  resignation  or  the  expira- 
tion of  the  term  of  office  of  the  clerk  of  any  township,  all  the 
papers,  writings,  books  and  records  belonging  to  the  said  office 
shall  be  delivered  to  his  successor  in  office,  on  the  oath  or 
affirmation  of  the  preceding  clerk,  or,  in  case  of  his  death,  on 
the  oath  or  affirmation  of  his  executors  or  administrators. 
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2i. TO  RECOKD  BY-LAWS    AND    ORDINANCES  ADOPTED,  AND  CERTIFY 

THE    SAME. 

"An  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  townships,  desig- 
nating their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
Kev.,  p.  1193,  S.  8-9. 

(8.)  That  the  persons  qualified  to  vote  at  town  meetings 
shall  at  their  annual  meetings,  or  at  any  other  meeting  duly 
held  for  that  purpose,  make  and  ordain  such  regulations  and 
by-laws  as  the  majority  of  them  so  assembled  shall,  from  time 
to  time,  judge  necessary  or  proper  for  improving  their  common 
lands  in  tillage,  pasturage  or  any  other  way,  and  directing  the 
use  and  management,  and  the  times  and  manner  of  using  their 
common  lands  for  making  and  maintaining  such  and  so  many 
pounds,  and  at  such  places  as  may  be  necessary  or  convenient, 
and  to  impose  such  penalties  on  the  offenders  against  such 
regulations  and  by-laws  as  they  shall  deem  expedient,  not 
exceeding  twelve  dollars  for  each  offence,  to  be  recovered  with 
costs  of  suit  by  and  in  the  name  of  the  clerk  of  the  township 
where  the  offence  shall  be  committed,  *  *  *  and  no 
such  action  shall  be  abated  or  discontinued  by  the  death  or 
expiration  of  the  office  of  the  said  clerk,  but  may  be  con- 
tinued and  prosecuted  to  effect  by  his  successor  in  office.  * 
■*     *     * 

(9.)  That  all  such  regulations  and  by-laws  shall  be  entered 
and  recorded  by  the  clerk  of  such  township  in  a  book  by  him 
to  be  provided  for  that  purpose,  and  shall  be  and  remain  in 
force  until  the  same  shall  be  revoked  or  altered,  or  new  made 
and  ordained  *  *  *  .  All  which  alterations,  new  regu- 
lations and  by-laws  shall  also,  from  time  to  time,  be  entered 
and  recorded  as  aforesaid.     *     *     *     ." 

The  duty  of  the  clerk,  imposed  in  section  eight  (8),  Rev., 
p.  1193,  is  to  bring  suit  for  the  recovery  of  penalties  from 
offenders  against  regulations  and  by-laws  adopted  by  the  legal 
voters  at  town  meetings,  and  section  nine  (9)  immediately  fol- 
lowing requires  the  clerk  to  enter  and  record  such  regulations 
and  by-laws  in  a  book  provided  for  that  purpose. 
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The  change  embodied  in  the  proposed  section  vests  in  the 
township  committee  the  power  to  bring  and  prosecute  suits  to 
secure  the  rights  of  the  township,  therefore  the  duty  of  the 
township  clerk  to  bring  suit  for  the  recovery  of  penalties  f nun 
offenders  against  regulations  and  by-laws  as  provided  by  section 
eight  (8),  Rev.,  p.  1193,  has  been  eliminated,  and  section  nine 
(9)  of  the  same  act  retained. 

Sec.  86.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  regulations  and  by-laws 
as  shall  be  made  and  ordained  by  the  qualified  voters  of  any c  bykiawjec°rd 
township  at  their  annual  township  elections,  or  at  any  other 
election  duly  held  for  that  purpose,  shall  be  entered  and 
recorded  by  the  clerk  of  such  township  in  a  book  by  him  to 
be  provided. 

"  An  act  to  enable  township  committees  of  certain  townships 
to  grant  licenses. 

Approved  March  12,  1S80. 
P.  L.,  18S0,  p.  302. 
S.  Rev.,  p.  1043,  S.  84. 

That  every  contemplated  ordinance  shall  be  presented  at  a 
regular  meeting  of  the  township  committee,  and  shall  receive 
a  two-third  vote  of  the  whole  number  of  members  of  said 
committee,  and  the  ayes  and  nays  entered  at  large  upon  the 
clerk's  book  of  minutes,  when  the  same  shall  lie  over  until  the 
next  regular  meeting,  when,  if  two-thirds  of  said  members 
vote  in  favor  of  the  same,  upon  the  ayes  and  nays  being  called, 
it  shall  be  entered  in  a  book  to  be  provided  by  the  township 
for  that  purpose,  and  it  shall  be  signed  by  the  chairman  and 
clerk;  provided,  however,  before  it  takes  effect  it  shall  be 
published  for  ten  days  in  a  newspaper,  *  *  *  and  the 
said  ordinance  shall  be  posted  for  a  like  time  in  ten  of  the 
most  public  places  in  said  township,  and  the  publication  and 
posting  shall  be  verified  by  affidavit  of  the  printer  or  foreman 
of  the  newspaper  *  *  *  and  of  the  person  who  posted 
such  notice,  and  such  affidavits  shall  be  filed  in  the  township 
clerk's  office,     *     *     *     ." 
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"  An  act  concerning  township  ordinances. 

Approved  April  17,  1884. 

P.  L.,  1884,  p.  210. 

S.  Rev.,  p.  1040,  S.  61,  62,  63. 

(61.)  That  all  ordinances  that  have  heretofore  been  passed, 
and  all  ordinances  that  shall  hereafter  be  passed  by  any  town- 
ship committee,  shall  be  engrossed  by  the  township  clerk  \n  a 
book  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose,  with  a  proper  index, 
which  book  ^shall  be  deemed  a  public  record  of  such  ordi- 
nances, and  shall  be  and  remain  in  the  custody  of  the  township 
clerk. 

(62.)  That  at  the  foot  of  the  record  of  each  ordinance  that 
has  heretofore  been  passed  by  any  township  committee  the 
township  clerk  shall  enter  a  certificate  of  the  following  or  like 
effect : 

'  I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  an 
ordinance  now  on  file  in  my  office. 

Dated  A.  D.  IS 

A.  B.,  township  clerk.' 

(63.)  That  each  and  every  ordinance  that  shall  hereafter  be 
passed  by  any  township  committee  shall  be  signed,  in  the  said 
book  of  the  record  of  ordinances,  by  the  chairman  of  the  town- 
ship committee  and  the  township  clerk." 

"An  act  authorizing  townships  to  establish  the  grade  of 
public  roads  within  their  limits. 

Approved  March  31,  1882. 

P.  L ,  1882,  p.  211. 

B.  Rev.,  p.  105T,  S.  156. 

That  when  the  inhabitants  of  any  township  shall  have  at 
any  annual  town  meeting  voted  to  provide  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  grade  for  their  public  roads,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  township  committee,  as  soon  as  convenient,  to  establish  by 
ordinance   the   grades   of   the   several   public   roads   in  their 
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township,  which  ordinance  shall  be  entered  in  full  in  the 
township  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose  by  the  township 
clerk     *     *     *     ." 

The  duties  of  the  township  clerk,  as  set  out  in  the  five  last 
preceding  sections,  all  relate  to  the  engrossing  and  certification 
of  ordinances  which  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be  passed  by 
the  township  committee. 

For  the  purpose  of  eliminating  the  multiplicity  of  such  acts, 
the  aforesaid  duties  of  the  clerk  have  been  consolidated  in  a 
new  section,  general  in  its  application,  covering  all  the  cases 
enumerated  in  said  acts,  as  follows  : 

Sec.  87.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  ordinances  which  have  t0  engross 
heretofore  been  passed,  and  all  ordinances  which  shall  here 
after  be  passed  by  any  township  committee,  shall  be  engrossed, 
by  the  township  clerk,  in  a  book  to  be  provided  for  that  pur- 
pose, with  a  proper  index,  which  book  shall  be  deemed  a  public 
record  of  such  ordinances,  and  shall  be  and  remain  in  the 
custody  of  the  township  clerk ;  and  at  the  foot  of  the  record 
of  each  ordinance  which  has  heretofore  been  passed  the 
said  clerk  shall  enter  a  certificate  of  the  following  or  like 
effect : 

"  1  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  an 
ordinance  now  on  file  in  my  office. 

Dated  A.  D. 

(A.  B.),  township  clerk." 

And  that  each  and  every  ordinance  which  shall  hereafter  be 
passed  by  any  township  committee  shall  be  signed,  in  the 
said  book,  by  the  chairman  of  the  said  committee  and  the  said 
clerk. 

3. — TO  GIVE  NOTICE  OF  REGULAR  OR  GENERAL  ELECTIONS. 

"  An  act  to  regulate  elections. 

Approved  April  18,  1876. 
Rev.,  p.  337,  S.  4,  5,  7,  9. 

(4.)  That  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  *  *  *  direct  and 
cause   to  be  delivered   to  the  clerk   of  every   county,  whose 
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senator's  term  of  service  will  expire  *  *  *  a  notice  stating 
such  fact,  and  that  a  senator  for  said  county  is  to  be  elected 

*  *  *  .  And  the  clerk  of  each  township  shall,  in  every 
year  in  which  the  terra  of  service  of  the  senator  for  said  county 
will  expire  as  aforesaid,  include  in  the  advertisement,  required 
to  be  given  by  the  ninth  section  of  this  act,  a  notice  that  a 
senator  for  said  county  is  to  be  chosen  at  the  ensuing  election. 

(5.)  That  the  sheriff  and  coroners  shall  be  elected  by  the 
people  of  their  respective  counties  *  *  *  in  every  such 
year  in  which  an  election  for  clerk,  register  of  deeds  or  surro- 
gate of  a  county  is  required  to  be  made,  the  clerk  of  each 
township  in  said  county  shall  include  in  the  advertisement, 
required  to  be  given  by  the  ninth  section  of  this  act,  a  notice 
that  a  clerk,  register  of  deeds  or  surrogate  of  said  county, 
or  both,  as  the  case  may  be,  is  to  be  chosen  at  the  ensuing 
election. 

(T.)  That  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  *  *  *  direct  and' 
cause  to  be  delivered  *  *  *  a  notice  *  *  *  that 
a  governor  is   to   be   elected  at  the   ensuing  annual  election 

*  *  *  the  clerk  of  each  township  shall  include  in  the 
advertisement,  required  to  be  made  by  the  ninth  section  of 
this  act,  a  notice  that  a  governor  is  to  be  chosen  at  the  ensuing 
election. 

(9.)  That  the  clerk  of  each  ward  and  township  shall  at  least 
eight  days  prior  to,  and  within  thirty  days  next  preceding  the 
day  of  election,  put  up,  or  cause  to  be  put  up,  an  advertise- 
ment in  at  least  five  of  the  most  public  places  within  such 
township,  which  advertisement  shall  make  known  the  time, 
place  and  purpose  of  holding  such  election,  and  be  signed  by 
such  clerk." 

Sec.  four  (4),  Rev.,  p  337,  requires  the  clerk  of  each  town- 
ship to  give  notice  whenever  a  senator  is  to  be  elected. 

Section  five  (5),  immediately  following,  imposes  a  similar 
duty  whenever  a  clerk,  register  of  deeds  or  surrogate  of  a 
county  is  to  be  elected,  and  section  seven  (7)  of  the  same  act 
imposes  a  like  duty  when  a  governor  is  to  be  elected,  and  sec- 
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tion  nine  (9),  referred  to  in  each  of  the  above  mentioned 
sections,  requires  the  clerk  of  each  township  to  put  up  adver- 
tisements, designating  the  time,  place  and  purpose  of  holding 
elections. 

It  will  be  seen  at  a  glance  that  no  provision  for  giving  notice 
is  made  when  the  election  of  sheriff  and  coroners  occurs,  con- 
sequently we  have  consolidated  the  clerk's  duties  set  forth  in 
the  ah  ,ve  quoted  sections  by  requiring  him  to  give  the  notice 
under  section  nine  (9),  and  adding  thereto  a  full  and  complete 
list  of  all  offices  to  be  filled  at  every  election,  as  appears  in  the 

following  new  section : 

* 

Sec.   b8.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  clerk  of  each  town- 

i  •      •        i  •     o  •    -i        i  •  i       •   i  •       Give  notice  of 

ship  in  this  State  shall,  at  least  eight  days  prior  to,  and  within  election, 
thirty  days  next  preceding  the  day  of  election,  put  up,  or 
cause  to  be  pat  up,  in  at  least  five  of  the  most  public  places 
within  such  township,  an  advertisement  signed  by  him,  desig- 
nating the  time,  place  and  purpose  of  holding  such  election, 
and  also  giving,  in  said  advertisement,  a  full  and  complete  list 
of  all  the  offices  to  be  filled  at  such  election. 


4. — TO    GIVE   NOTICE  OF  SPECIAL  ELECTIONS. 

"  An  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  townships,  desig- 
nating the'r  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
Rev.,  p.  1196,  S.  14,  15. 

(14.)  That  the  clerk  of  the  township  upon  notice  of  any 
such  omission,  refusal,  removal,  incapacity  or  death,  or  if  the 
office  of  clerk  be  vacant,  then  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the 
county  residing  in  the  said  township,  upon  notice  thereof,  shall 
give  notice  in  the  manner  mentioned  in  the  following  section 
of  a  town  meeting  to  be  held  in  the  same  township  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid : 

(15.)  That  whenever  it  shall  be  necessary,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  township  committee,  to  hold  a  town  meeting  for  any  of  the 
purposes  specified  in  this  or  any  other  act,  at  any  time  between 
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the  annual  meetings,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  such 
township  to  give  notice  thereof,  in  writing,  under  his  hand, 
mentioning  the  time,  place  and  object  or  purpose  of  such 
meeting,  to  be  fixed  up  at  four  or  more  of  the  most  public 
places  in  the  said  township  at  least  eight  days  before  the  time 
therein  appointed  for  holding  such  meeting." 

Section  fourteen  (14),  above  set  forth,  provides  that  the  clerk 
shall  give  notice  of  special  township  elections  to  fill  vacancies. 
Subsequent  legislation  having  made  it  incumbent  upoa  the 
township  committee  to  fill  all  vacancies  arising  from  what- 
soever cause,  until  the  next  annual  township  election,  there 
no  longer  exists  a  necessity  for  the  clerk  to  give  such  notice, 
and  accordingly  the  provisions  of  that  section  are  omitted. 

Section  fifteen  (15)  of  the  same  act  provides  that  the  town- 
ship clerk  shall  give  notice  of  special  town  meetings  for  any 
purpose  specified  in  said  act,  or  any  other  act ;  such  provision 
as  this  seems  to  be  necessary,  as  occasions  may  arise  for  such 
special  meetings  or  elections  for  purposes  other  than  the  filling 
of  vacancies ;  consequently,  a  section  as  set  forth  below  has 
been  framed  to  meet  such  contingency : 

Give  notice  of  Sec.  89.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  it  shall  be 
tk>ensal  elec"  necessary,  in  the  opinion  of  the  township  committee,  to  hold 
a  township  election  for  any  purpose  specified  in  this  or  any 
other  act,  at  any  time  between  the  annual  township  elections,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  such  township  to  give  notice 
thereof,  in  writing  under  his  hand,  mentioning  the  time,  place 
and.  object  or  purpose  of  such  election,  to  be  fixed  up  at  four 
or  more  of  the  most  public  places  in  the  said  township  at  least 
eight  days  before  the  time  therein  appointed  for  holding  such 
election. 

5. TO  PROVIDE   POLLING  PLACES,  ELECTION  BOOTHS,  &C 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  l  An  act  to  regu- 
late elections,'  approved  April  eighteenth,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and.  seventy-six. 

Approved  May  28,  1S90. 
P.  L.,  1890,  p.  361,  S.  46. 
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That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerks  of  the  several  town- 
ships,  cities  and   municipalities  of  this  State,   at  lea6t  thirty 
days  before  any  election  to  be  held  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  to  provide  for  and  secure  in  each  election  district  or  voting 
precinct  of  their  respective  townships,  cities  and  municipalities, 
a  suitable  room  in  which  to  hold  the  election,  and  immediately 
upon  procuring  such  room  said  township  or  other  clerk  shall 
notify  the  election  or  poll  clerk  and  the  board  of  registry  and 
election  of  the  precinct  or  voting  district  that  such  room  has 
been  procured  and  where  the  same  is  located ;  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  clerk  procuring  such  room  to  have  constructed 
therein  and  ready  for  use  before  election  day,  booths  or  com- 
partments with  swinging  doors  so  arranged  that  some  part  of 
the  person  of  a  voter  standing  in  said  booths  or  comparrments 
may  be  seen  from  the  outside  of  the   compartments  when  the 
door  is  closed,  in  which  booths  or  compartments  voters  may,  if 
they  so  desire,  procure  and  prepare  their  ballots  secretly  and 
screened  from  the  observation  of  others ;  each  booth  or  com- 
partment shall  contain  a  counter  or  shelf  suitably  placed  to 
enable  voters  to  place  their  ballots  thereon  while  preparing  the 
same  for  voting;  the  number  of  such  booths  or  compartments 
shall  not  be  less  than  one  for  every  seventy -five  votes  cast  at 
the  next  preceding  election  held  in  such  district  or  precinct  fur 
members  of  the  general  assembly,  and  not  less  than  five  such 
booths  or  compartments  shall  be  provided  in  any  polling  place ; 
said  booths  or  compartments  shall  be  erected  within  a  railed 
enclosure  separating  the  same  from  the  remainder  of  the  room, 
and  not  more  than  one  person,  except  as  hereinafter  provided, 
shall  be  permitted  to  enter  or  be  in  the  same  booth  or  com- 
partment at  one  time ;  the  said  booths  or  compartments  shall 
be  so  arranged  and  constructed  that  all  the  officers  conducting 
the  election  can  see  whether  more  than  one  person   enters  or 
is  in  any  of  such  booths  or  compartments  at  the  same  time. 

*       *       *         " 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to 
regulate  elections,'  approved  Apiil  eighteenth,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

Approved  May  28,  1890. 

P.  L.,  1890,  p.  361,  S.  35,  36. 
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(35.)  That  the  county  clerks  of  the  various  counties  in  the 
State  shall,  three  days  prior  to  any  election  wherefor  they  are 
required  by  this  act  to  provide  the  ballots,  cause  to  be  deliv- 
ered to  the  clerk  of  each  township,  city  or  other  municipality 
within  his  county,  as  may  be  required,  the  proper  number  of 
ballots  and  envelopes,  as  hereinbefore  required  provided  for 
the  use  of  the  voters  for  each  and  every  election  district  or 
voting  precinct  within  his  township,  city  or  municipality  at 
such  election ;  the  same  shall  be  sent  in  sealed  packages,  one 
for  each  election  district  of  said  township,  city  or  other  munici- 
pality, with  marks  or  directions  on  the  outside  of  each  clearly 
stating  the  election  district  or  voting  precinct  for  which  it  is 
intended,  together  with  the  number  of  ballots  and  envelopes 
inclosed  ;  receipts  for  ballots  and  envelopes  thus  delivered  shall 
be  given  by  the  clerk  receiving  the  same  and  filed  with  the 
county  clerk,  who  shall  also  keep  a  record  of  the  time  when 
and  the  manner  in  which  each  of  said  packages  was  sent ;  the 
said  township  or  other  clerk  shall,  on  the  day  preceding  any 
such  election  (but  on  the  Saturday  preceding  when  such 
election  occurs  on  a  Monday),  deliver  to  one  of  the  clerks  of 
each  election  district  or  voting  precinct  within  his  township, 
city  or  other  municipality,  the  ballots  and  envelopes  by  him 
received  from  the  county  clerk  for  such  election  district  or 
voting  precinct,  and  take  the  receipt  of  such  election  clerk 
therefor,  which  last  mentioned  receipt  the  clerk  of  such  town- 
ship, city  or  municipality  shall  file  and  preserve  with  other 
papers  entrusted  to  his  keeping;  said  election  clerks  shall,  on 
the  morning  of  election  and  before  proclamation  of  the  opening 
of  the  polls,  deliver  the  packages  of  ballots  and  envelopes  by 
them  received  to  the  election  boards  of  their  respective  election 
districts  or  voting  precincts,  with  the  seals  thereof  unbroken, 
and  shall  take  receipts  therefor  from  said  election  board,  which 
receipts  said  election  clerks  shall  carefully  preserve  for  at  least 
one  year ;  in  cases  of  elections  within  and  for  a  single  munici- 
pality of  any  county,  where,  under  this  act,  the  ballots  and 
envelopes  are  required  to  be  provided  by  the  clerks  of  such 
municipalities,  the  duties  by  this  section  imposed  upon  the 
county  clerks,  with  reference  to  the  delivery  of  the  ballots  and 
envelopes,  shall,  the  necessary  changes  being  made,  devolve 
upon  and  be  performed  by  the  clerks  of  such  municipalities. 
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(36.)  That  if  at  any  election  the  ballots  to  he  furnished 
therefor,  as  herein  provided,  shall  not  be  delivered  at  the  time 
above  mentioned,  or  if  after  delivery  they  should  be  destroyed 
or  stolen  and  other  official  ballots  cannot  be  obtained  in  time 
for  such  election,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  such 
township,  city  or  other  municipality,  or  of  the  clerk  or  board 
of  election,  as  the  case  may  require,  to  cause  other  ballots  to  be 
prepared  as  nearly  in  the  form  prescribed  in  section  thirty- 
three  hereof  as  practicable,  but  without  the  endorsement  or 
mark  on  the  back  thereof."' 


"  A  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  '  A  further  supplement  to 
an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  regulate  elections,'  approved  April 
eighteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  which 
supplemental  act  was  approved  May  twenty-eighth,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ninety. 

Approved  March  23,  1891. 
P.  L.,  1891,  p.  225,  S.  12 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerks  of  the  several  town-hips 
of  the  State,  at  least  twenty  days  before  any  town  meeting  to 
be  held  within  their  respective  townships,  to  provide  and 
secure  in  each  election  district  or  voting  precinct  of  their 
respective  townships  a  suitable  room  in  which  to  hold  the 
town  meetings  and  immediately  after  procuring  such  room 
said  township  clerk  shall  notify  the  election  or  poll  clerks  and 
the  board  of  registry  and  election  of  the  precinct  or  voting 
district  that  such  room  has  been  procured  and  where  the  same 
is  located,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  township  clerk 
before  election  day  to  arrange  said  room  with  booths  or  com- 
partments and  railing  in  all  respects  as  is  required  in  and  by 
section  forty-six  hereof ;  the  tickets  to  be  used  at  such  town 
meetings  shall  not  be  official,  but  shall  be  furnished  or  provided 
by  candidates  or  other  interested  parties  as  before  the  passage 
of  said  supplemental  act,  approved  May  twenty- eighth,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety ;  such  tickets  shall  be 
printed  with  black  ink  on  plain  white  paper,  after  the  manner 
and  style   provided  in  section  thirty -two  hereof,   and  if  any 
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ballot  voted  at  any  town  meeting  shall  have  thereon,  either  on 
its  face  or  back,  any  mark,  sign,  designation  or  device  whereby 
such  ballot  can  or  may  be  thereafter  identified  or  distinguished, 
such  ballots  shall  be  absolutely  void  and  not  canvassed  or 
counted  for  any  name  thereon,  but  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  any  voter  at  said  town  meetings  to  erase  from  his  ballot 
any  name  or  names  thereon  printed,  and  to  write  or  paste 
thereon  the  name  01  names  of  any  person  or  persons  for  whom 
he  may  desire  to  vote  for  any  office ;  the  ink  or  lead  pencil  to 
be  used  in  writing  any  name  or  names  upon  the  ballots  to  be 
black  in  color,  and  the  use  of  any  other  colored  ink  or  pencil 
shall  invalidate  the  entire  ballot;  all  pasters  shall  be  printed 
with  black  ink  on  white  paper,  and  the  use  of  any  other  style 
or  kind  of  paster  shall  invalidate  the  entire  ballot  ;  for  said 
town  meetings  the  township  clerk  shall  provide  and  furnish,  at 
the  expense  of  the  township,  official  envelopes,  of  the  size  and 
style  mentioned  in  section  thirty-four  hereof ;  said  envelopes 
shall  have  endorsed  upon  the  face  thereof  the  words  '  official 

ballot  township,   county,'  filling  the  blanks  as 

the  case  may  require,  together  with  the  date  of  the  election 
and  afac-simile  of  the  signature  of  the  township  clerk;  the 
distribution  and  use  of  such  official  envelopes  shall  be  confined 
exclusively  to  the  polling  room  in  the  manner  hereinafter 
directed ;  the  township  clerk  shall  provide,  and  on  the  day 
preceding  the  town  meeting  furnish  to  the  chairman  or  some 
member  of  the  board  of  registry  and  election  in  each  voting 
precinct  in  his  township,  so  many  official  envelopes  as  will  be 
equal  to  double  the  number  of  all  the  votes  cast  in  such  election 
district  or  voting  precinct  at  the  last  preceding  town  meeting 
therein,     *     *     *     ." 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  regu- 
late elections,'  approved  April  eighteenth,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-six. 

Approved  May  28,  lb90. 
P.  L.,  1890,  p.  361,  S.  49,  55. 

(49.)  -  *  "  Such  appointment  papers  shall  be  filed  with 
the  respective  clerks  of  the  cities,  townships  and  municipalities 
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within  which  the  respective  election  districts  are  situate,  five 
days  before  the  election,  and  the  clerks  shall  thereupon  issue, 
under  their  hands  to  the  persons  named  in  such  appointment 
papers,  permits  for  them  to  act  as  agents  of  their  respective 
parties  or  candidates  at  the  election  district  specified,     *    *     * 

(55.)  That  the  charges  and  expenses  incurred  for  rooms  for 

polling  places,  and  fitting  np  and  arranging  the  same,  as  in  and 
by  this  act  required,  shall  be  borne  and  defrayed  by  the 
respective  counties  ami  municipalities  as  may  be  proper  under 
this  act,  out  of  county  or  municipal  funds,  as  other  county  and 
municipal  expenses  are  paid  and  defrayed ;  but  all  such  bills, 
before  being  paid,  shall  be  itemized  and  verified  by  the  oath  of 
the  claimant  and  audited  and  approved  by  the  clerk  of  the 
township,  city  or  municipality  who  contracted  the  bill  charged 
for ;  the  services  rendered  and  expenses  incurred  by  any  other 
officer  or  person  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and 
not  herein  provided  for,  shall  be  regarded  as  election  expenses, 
and  be  paid  and  defrayed  by  the  respective  counties  and 
municipalities  in  the  same  manner  as  other  election  services  and 
expenses  are  now  paid  for  and  discharged." 

From  the  above  sections  of  the  secret  ballot  law  iP.  L..  1S90, 
p.  361),  and  the  supplement  thereto  (P.  L.,  1891,  p.  225),  we 
have  culled  the  prominent  duties  of  the  township  clerk,  and 
grouped  them  in  the  following  sections  : 

Sec.  90.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  clerks  of  the  several  townships  of  this  State,  at  least  thirty  Pr0Tide  polling 
days  before  any  election  to  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  after  Places- 
the  first  Monday  in  ^November  in  any  year,  to  provide  for  and 
secure  in  each  election  district  or  voting  precinct  of  their 
respective  townships,  a  suitable  room  in  which  to  hold  the 
election,  and  immediately  upon  procuring  such  room,  to  notify 
the  election  or  poll  clerks  and  the  board  of  registry  and  election 
of  the  precinct  or  voting  district  that  such  room  has  been 
procured  and  where  the  same  is  located ;  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  clerk  procuring  such  room  to  have  constructed 
therein  and  ready  for  use  before  election  day,  booths  or  com- 
partments with  swinging  doors  so  arranged  that  some  part  of 
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the  person  of  a  voter  standing  in  said  booths  or  compartments 
may  be  seen  from  the  outside  of  the  compartments  when  the 
door  is  closed  ;  each  booth  or  compartment  shall  contain  a 
counter  or  shelf  suitably  placed  to  enable  voters  to  place  their 
ballots  thereon  while  preparing  the  same  for  voting ;  the 
number  of  such  booths  or  compartments  shall  not  be  less  than 
one  for  every  seventy-five  votes  cast  at  the  next  preceding 
election  held  in  such  district  or  precinct  for  members  of  the 
general  assembly,  and  not  less  than  five  such  booths  or  compart- 
ments shall  be  provided  in  any  polling  place ;  said  booths  or 
compartments  shall  be  erected  within  a  railed  enclosure  sepa- 
rating the  same  from  the  remainder  of  the  room ;  the  said 
booths  or  compartments  shall  be  so  arranged  and  constructed 
that  all  the  officers  conducting  the  election  can  see  whether 
more  than  one  person  enters  or  is  in  any  of  such  booths  or 
compartments  at  the  same  time  ;  such  railed  enclosure  shall  be 
provided  with  a  single  entrance  by  which  voters  shall  enter, 
and  a  single  exit  by  which  they  shall  leave  the  same,  and  the 
booths  or  compartments  shall  be  supplied  with  lamps  or  other 
fixtures  for  well  and  sufficiently  lighting  the  same  at  all 
hours,  so  that  voters  may  be  able  to  read  and  prepare  their 
ballots. 

Sec.  91.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  clerk  of  each  town- 
Provide  ballots,  ship  of  this  State  shall  receipt  for  the  ballots  and  envelopes 
delivered  to  him  by  the  county  clerk,  and  shall,  on  the  day 
preceding  any  election  (but  on  the  Saturday  preceding  when 
such  election  occurs  on  a  Monday),  deliver  to  one  of  the  clerks 
of  each  election  district  or  voting  precinct  within  his  township, 
the  ballots  and  envelopes  by  him  received  from  the  county 
clerk,  for  such  election  district  or  voting  precinct,  and  take 
the  receipt  of  such  election  clerk  therefor,  and  file  and  preserve 
said  last  mentioned  receipt  with  other  papers  entrusted  to  his 
keeping ;  and  if  at  any  election  the  ballots  to  be  furnished 
therefor,  shall  not  be  delivered  at  the  time  required  by  law,  or 
if  after  delivery  they  should  be  destroyed  or  stolen,  and  other 
official  ballots  cannot  be  obtained  in  time  for  such  election,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  the  township,  or  of  the  clerk 
or  board  of  elections,  as  the  case  may  require,  to  cause  other 
ballots  to  be  prepared  as   nearly  as  possible  in  the  form  pre- 


217 

scribed,  but   without  the  endorsement  or  mark  on  the  back 
thereof. 

Sec.  92.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  clerks  of  the  several  townships  of  this  State,  at  least  twenty  fJ^hotdTn™ 
days  before   any  township  election  to   be  held   within   their  provide  booti^ 
respective  townships,   to  provide  and  secure  in  each  election  &c- 
district   or   voting  precinct  of  their  respective   townships,  a 
suitable  room    in   which  to  hold  the  township  elections,  and 
immediately  after  procuring  such  room,  said  township  clerk 
shall  notify  the  election  or  poll  clerks  and  the  board  of  registry 
and  election  of  the  precinct  or  voting  district  that  such  room 
has  been  procured  and  where  the  same  is  located,  and  it  shall 
be   the   duty  of  such  township  clerk  before  election  day  to 
arrange  said  room  with  booths  or  compartments  and  railing  in 

all  respects  as  is  required  by  section  of  this  act  for 

said  township  elections ;  the  township  clerk  shall  provide  and 
furnish,  at  the  expense  of  the  township,  official  envelopes 
wherein  the  ballots  to  be  voted  at  such  election  shall  be  enclosed 
and  voted  ;  all  such  envelopes  provided  by  said  clerk  shall  be 
of  the  same  quality  of  plain  white  paper,  three  inches  in 
length  by  two  and  one-eighth  inches  in  width  with  the  flap 
thereof  ungummed ;  said  envelopes  shall  have  endorsed  upon 
the  face  thereof  the  words  "  official  ballot  for town- 
ship,   county,"  filling  the  blanks  as  the  case  may  require, 

together  with  the  date  of  the  election  and  a  fac-simile  of  the 
signature  of  the  township  clerk ;  the  said  clerk  shall  provide, 
and  on  the  day  preceding  the  town  meeting  furnish  to  the 
chairman  or  some  member  of  the  board  of  registry  and  election 
in  each  voting  precinct  in  his  township,  so  many  official  envel- 
opes as  will  be  equal  to  double  the  number  of  all  the  votes 
cast  in  such  election  district  or  voting  precinct  at  the  last  pre- 
ceding township  election  therein. 

Sec.  93.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  clerk  of  any  township    Appoiat  per_ 
of  this  State  shall  issue  permits  under  his  hand  to  the  persons  |gents°  acc  as 
appointed  to  act  as  agents  of  their  respective  parties  or  candi- 
dates at  any  election,  whenever  such  appointments  in  writing 
shall  be  tiled  with  him  live  days  before  such  election. 

Sec.  91.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  township  clerk  shall 

'  \  Audit  and  ap- 

audit  and  approve  all  bills  of  charges  and  expense  incurred  for  prove  election 
rooms  for  polling  places,  and  fitting  up  and  arranging  the  same. 
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6. — TO  RECORD  AND  GIVE  NOTICE  OF  THE  RESULT  OF  ELECTION8. 

"  An  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  townships,  desig- 
nating their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings. 

Approved  April  14,  1840. 
Kev.,  p.  1196,  S.  16,  17. 

(16.)  That  the  clerk  of  every  township  shall  enter  in  a  book 
to  be  kept  for  the  purpose,  the  names  of  the  persons  and  the 
offices  to  which  they  are  elected  at  town  meetings  and  the 
proceedings  of  snch  meetings,  which  shall  be  signed  by  the 
presiding  officer  of  the  meeting  and  attested  by  the  clerk. 

(17.)  That  the  clerk  of  such  township  shall  within  ten  days 
after  every  election  transmit  to  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas  of  the  county,  a  certified  list  of  the  names  of  the 
persons  and  the  respective  offices  to  which  they  are  elected ; 
and  shall  within  five  days  after  the  said  election  set  up  fair  and 
true  copies  of  such  list  in  three  or  more  of  the  most  public 
places  in  such  township,  which  shall  be  considered  as  sufficient 
notice  to  the  said  persons  of  their  being  elected  to  the  said 
offices  respectively." 

Section  sixteen  (16)  requires  the  clerk  to  enter  in  a  book 
kept  ior  the  purpose,  the  names  of  the  persons  elected  and  the 
offices  to  which  they  are  elected  at  township  elec  ions,  the  pro- 
ceedings of  such  meetings,  and  requires  the  same  to  be  signed 
by  the  presiding  officer,  &c. ;  and  section  seventeen  (17)  requires 
said  clerk  to  transmit  a  certified  list  of  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons and  the  respective  offices  to  which  they  are  elected,  to  the 
county  clerk,  and  to  set  up  copies  of  such  list  in  three  or  more 
public  places. 

It  is  thought  advisable  to  combine  the  two  last  named  sec- 
tions into  one  new  section,  eliminating  therefrom  the  require- 
ment that  the  entry  in  the  township  book  shall  be  signed  by 
the  presiding  officer,  for  the  reason  that  the  election  of  town- 
ship officers  is  dow  certified  by  the  board  of  legistry  and 
election  having  charge  of  all  such  elections 

Sec.  95.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  clerk  of  every  town- 
Record  result  ship  shall   enter   in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  the  purpose,  the 

of  election.  r  x  x       L         ' 
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names  of  the  persons  and  the  respective  offices  to  which  they 
are  elected,  and  the  proceedings  and  resolutions  adopted  at 
township  elections,  and  the  result  of  the  election  in  all  other 
particulars ;  and  shall  also,  within  ten  days  after  such  election, 
transmit  to  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the 
county  a  certified  list  of  the  names  of  the  persons  and  the 
respective  offices  to  which  they  are  elected ;  and  shall,  within 
five  days  after  the  said  election,  set  up  fair  and  true  copies  of 
such  list,  and  the  proceedings  and  resolutions  aforesaid,  and 
the  result  of  the  election  in  all  other  particulars,  in  three  or 
more  of  the  most  public  places  in  such  township 

7. TO  RECORD  APPOINTMENTS  TO  OFFICE    MADE  BY  THE  TOWNSHIP 

COMMITTEE,    NOTIFY  THE  PERSONS  SO  APPOINTED,    AND  TRANS- 
MIT  STATEMENT   TO    THF    COUNTY    CLERK. 

"  An  act  to  authorize  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  townships 
of  this  State  to  vote  by  ballot  at  their  town  meetings. 

Approved  March  22,  1860. 
P.  L.,  I860,  p.  670. 
Rev.,  p.  1201,  S.  46. 

That  when  the  township  committee  shall  fill  a  vacancy,  or 
elect  in  case  ot  a  tie  between  candidates,  they  shall  immediately 
notify  the  clerk  of  the  township,  who  shall  enter  the  same  on 
the  township  book  containing  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  town  meetings,  and  shall  also  notify  the  person  or  per- 
sons appointed  or  chosen,  and  shall  transmit  a  statement  thereof 
to  the  clerk  of  the  county." 

The  foregoing  section  has  been  in  substance  retained,  with 
the  exception  of  the  clause  giving  the  committee  power  to  elect 
in  case  of  a  tie  vote  between  candidates.  A  tie  vote  is  no 
election  and  operates  as  a  vacancy. 

Sec.  96.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  when  the  township  com-  ^    ap 

mittee  shall  have  filled  a  vacancy  arising  in  any  township gj"*^*^ 
office,  the  clerk  of  such  township  shall  enter  such  appoint- 
ment, together  with  the  proceedings  relating  to  such  appoint- 
ment, in  the  township  book,  shall  notify  the  person  or  persons 
so  appointed,  and  shall  also  transmit  a  statement  thereof  to  the 
clerk  of  the  county. 


220 

8. — MAY  ADMINISTER    OATH  OF  OFFICE,    AND   TAKE   AFFIDAVITS    IN 
CERTAIN    CASES. 

"  Supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  incorporating  the 
inhabitants  of  townships,  designating  their  powers  and  regu- 
lating their  meetings.' 

Approved  February  11,  1852. 
P.  L.,  1852,  p.  22. 
Eev.,  p.  1199,  S.  33. 

That  the  clerks  of  any  township  or  ward  in  this  State  shall 
have  power  to  take  the  official  oath  or  affirmation  of  any  town- 
ship or  ward  officer,  duly  elected  or  appointed  in  their  respective 
districts,  now  required  to  be  taken  and  subscribed  before  some 
justice  of  the  peace ;  and  shall  give  the  like  certificate  thereof 
and  deliver  the  same  to  such  officer  as  is  required  by  law,  which 
shall  have  the  like  effect  as  if  taken  before  and  made  by  such 
justice,  and  that  without  fee  or  reward." 

"  An  act  enabling  township  clerks  to  take  affidavits  in  town- 
ship business. 

Approved  April  14,  1891. 
P.  L.,  1891,  p.  415,  S.  1. 

That  hereafter  it  may  and  shall  be  lawful  for  the  township 
clerks  of  the  several  townships  in  this  State  to  take  affidavits 
in  all  cases  concerning  township  business." 

Sec.  97.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  clerk  of  any  town- 
ship in  this  State  shall  have  power  to  take  the  official  oath  or 
M^tahdminister  affirmation  of  any  township  officer,  duly  elected  or  appointed 
in  such  township,  and  shall  give  a  certificate  thereof  and  deliver 
the  same  to  such  officer  as  is  required  by  law,  which  shall  have 
the  like  effect  as  if  taken  before  and  made  by  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  that  without  fee  or  reward ;  and  all  such  clerks 
shall  also  have  the  power  and  authority  to  take  affidavits  and 
make  certificates  thereof  in  all  cases  concerning  township 
business  in  their  respective  townships. 
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9. — TO    FILE     AND     PRESERVE    OATH     OF     OEFICE      OF     TOWNSHIP 

OFFICERS. 

"  An  act  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  townships,  desig- 
nating their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings. 

Approved  April  14,  184G. 
Kev.,  p.  1197,  S.  20. 

*  *  the  officer  taking  such  oath  or  affirmation,  who 
shall,  within  six  days  thereafter,  transmit  or  deliver  such,  cer- 
tificate to  the  clerk  of  the  township  *  *  *  who  shall  file 
every  such  oath  or  affirmation,  except  that  of  surveyors  of  the 
highways ;  and  the  said  clerk  shall  within  twenty  daj's  after 
every  election  for  the  surveyors  of  the  highways  transmit  to 
the  clerk  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county,  to  be  by 
him  filed,  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  such  surveyor  or  surveyors 
as  may  have  been  presented  to  him  within  the  time  prescribed 
by  law,  a  copy  of  which  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  first  filed 
by  the  said  town  clerk  and  remain  of  record  in  his  office." 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  incorpo- 
rating the  inhabitants  of  townships,  designating  their  powers 
and  regulating  their  meetings,'  approved  April  fourteenth,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six. 

Approved  April  11,  1889. 
P.  L.,  18S9,  p.  361,  S.  1. 

That  every  person  elected  as  a  member  of  the  township  com- 
mittee in  any  township  shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties,  and  within  six  days  after  notice  of  his 
election  or  appointment,  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, before  the  township  clerk  or  some  other  person  authorized 
under  the  laws  of  this  State  to  administer  oaths  and  affirmations 
that  he  will,  to  the  best  of  his  ability  and  understanding,  faith- 
fully, justly  and  impartially  perform  the  duties  of  a  member 
of  the  township  committee  of  such  township  ;  and  the  certifi- 
cates of  such  oath  or  affirmation  shall  within  six  days  thereafter 
be  delivered  to  the  clerk  of  the  said  township,  who  shall  file 
the  same  in  his  office ;  and  if  such  person  shall  not  take  and 
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subscribe  the  said  oath  or  affirmation  as  aforesaid,  or  shall  not 
transmit  or  deliver  the  same  to  the  township  clerk  as  aforesaid, 
within  the  time  hereby  limited,  such  neglect  shall  be  deemed 
and  taken  as  a  refusal  to  serve  in  the  said  office." 

Revision,  p.  1192,  section  twenty  (20)  of  'the  township  act, 
and  section  one  (1)  of  the  act  approved  April  11, 1889,  as  above 
set  out,  impose  upon  the  township  clerk  the  duty  of  filing  the 
oath  of  office  of  the  several  township  officers  therein  specified  ; 
the  effect  of  these  two  acts  is  similar,  consequently  it  is  thought 
proper  to  consolidate  the  duties  of  the  clerk  as  contained  in 
these  two  acts  into  one  new  section,  as  follows  : 

Sec.  98.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  clerk  of  every  town- 
ship shall  file  in  his  office  the  oath  or  affirmation  required  to 
offlc^andwhen  De  made  and  taken  by  any  person  elected  or  appointed  to  fill 
any  office  in  such  township,  except  that  of  surveyors  of  the 
highways ;  and  the  said  clerk  shall,  within  twenty  days  after 
every  election  for  the  surveyors  of  the  highways,  transmit  to 
the  clerk  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county,  to  be 
by  him  filed,  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  such  surveyor  or  sur- 
veyors as  may  have  been  presented  to  him  within  the  time 
prescribed  by  this  act,  a  copy  of  which  oath  or  affirmation  shall 
be  first  filed  by  said  township  clerk,  and  remain  of  record  in 
his  office. 

10. — TO  FILE  AND  PRESERVE  REPORTS  OF  TOWNSHIP  OFFICERS. 

"  An  act  to  authorize  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  townships 
of  this  State  to  vote  by  ballot  at  their  town  meetings. 

Approved  March  22,  1860. 
P.  L.,  1S60,  p.  670. 
Rev.,  p.  1201,  S.  47. 

That  the  reports  of  the  township  committee,  the  overseers 
of  the  poor,  and  town  superintendents  of  public  schools  shall 
be  presented  to  the  township  committee  and  filed  and  preserved 
by  the  town  clerk ;  in  posting  up  the  list  of  officers  elected,  as 
required  by  law,  the  clerk  shall  add  thereto  the  result  of  the 
election  in  other  particulars  ;  *  *  *     the  same  ballot-box  shall 
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be  used  at  the  town  meeting  and  provided  by  the  clerk  which 
is  used  at  the  State  and  comity  elections  ;  the  *  *  *  clerk 
shall  receive  the  same  compensation  for  attending  any  town 
meeting  as  for  attending  a  State  or  county  election  ;  and  the 
township  committee  may  allow  the  clerk  such  compensation 
for  the  additional  duties  required  by  this  act  as  they  may  deem 
reasonable." 

The  duties  of  the  clerk  as  set  forth  in  the  above  stated  act 
have  been  retained,  and  with  slight  modification  incorporated 
in  the  following  section  : 

Sec.  99.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the   township  clerk  of 
each  township  in  this  State  shall  file  and  preserve  the  reports    File  and  pre- 
of  the  township  committee,  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  and  of  townsb1p°offlc- 
every  officer  of  the  township  required  by  this  or  any  other  acters' 
to  make  report ;  that  in  posting  up  the  list  of  officers  elected 
at  township  elections  as  required  by   this   act,   he  shall  add 
thereto  the  result  of  the  election  in  all  other  particulars,  and 
shall  provide  the  same  ballot-boxes  for  township  elections  as 
are  used  at  the  State  and  county  elections. 

11. TO  MAKE  OUT  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  RECEIPTS    AND  EXPENDITURES 

OF    THE    TOWNSHIP  COMMITTEE  AND  TOWNSHIP  TREASURER  AND 
CAUSE    THE    SAME    TO    BE    PUBLISHED. 

u  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  incorporating  the 
inhabitants  of  townships,  designating  their  powers  and  regu- 
lating their  meetings.' 

Approved  March  4,  1864. 

P.  L.,  1864,  p.  178. 

Rev.,  p.  1199,  S.  35. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerks  of  the  several  town- 
ships in  this  State,  within  sixty  days  after  the  town  meeting  at 
which  they  shall  have  been  elected,  to  make  out  from  the 
papers  and  records  of  the  township  a  full  and  complete  account 
of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  township  committee 
during  the  preceding  year,  and  to  cause  the  same  to  be  pub- 
lished in  one  or  more  of  the  newspapers  circulated  in  said 
township,  which  report  shall  be  verified  by  the  oath  of  said 
clerks  respectively." 
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"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concern- 
ing townships  and  township  officers,'  approved  April  twenty- 
first,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

Approved  April  5,  1878. 
P.  L.,  1878,  p.  374. 
8.  Rev.,  p.  1033,  S.  21. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerks  of  the  said  townships 
in  this  State,  at  least  twenty  days  before  the  annual  town  meet- 
ing in  each  year,  to  make  out  and  cause  to  be  published  in 
such  newspaper  published  in  said  township  as  has  the  largest 
circulation,  or  if  no  newspaper  be  published  in  said  township, 
then  in  the  newspaper  published  nearest  to  said  township  in 
said  county,  and  having  the  largest  circulation,  or  in  pamphlet 
form  if  the  town  committee  shall  so  order,  a  full  and  complete 
account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  township  com- 
mittee for  the  preceding  year,  the  amounts  received  and  paid 
out  by  the  township  collector  for  all  sources  for  account  of  the 
township  or  of  the  several  school  districts  therein  during  the 
said  year,  the  amount  of  taxes  remaining  unpaid,  and  the 
names  of  the  delinquents." 

The  act  of  March  4,  1864,  and  that  of  April  5,  1878,  above 
stated,  are  apparently  intended  to  accomplish  the  same  purpose, 
but  differ  widely  as  to  the  time  when  the  report  shall  be  made 
and  published. 

The  latter  act  is  broader  in  its  scope  and  better  calculated  to 
give  the  people  information  on  the  financial  status  of  the  town- 
ship, and  as  the  latter  act  contains  a  general  repealer  of  all  acts 
inconsistent  therewith,  we  conclude  that  the  former  act  is 
thereby  repealed  and  accordingly  omit  it  entirely,  and  adopt 
the  latter  as  the  duty  of  the  township  clerk. 

Sec.  10O.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 

To  make  out  '  ^ 

and  publish  re-t]ie  clerks  0f  the  several  townships  of  this  State,  at  least  twenty 

ports  ot  tcwn-  . 

ship  officers,  ^ays  before  the  annual  town  meeting  in  each  year,  to  make  out 
and  cause  to  be  published  in  such  newspaper  published  in  said 
township  as  has  the  largest  circulation,  or  if  no  newspaper  be 
published  in  said  township,  then  in  the  newspaper  published 
nearest  to  said  township  in  said  county,  and  having  the  largest 
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circulation,  or  in  pamphlet  form  if  the  township  committee 
shall  so  order,  a  full  and  complete  account  of  the  receipts  and 
expenditures   of  the   township   committee   for  the  preceding 

year,  the  amounts  received  and  paid  out  by  the  township 
collector  and  treasurer  of  the  township  committee  from  all 
sources,  for  account  of  the  township,  or  of  the  several  school 
districts  therein  .during  the  said  year,  the  amount  of  taxes 
remaining  unpaid,  and  the  names  of  the  delinquents. 

12. TO  FILE  MAP  AND    REPORT    OF    THE    TOWNSHIP    CMMITTEE  IN 

CASES    OF    APPORTIONMENT    OF    TAXI  8. 

"  An  act  to  authorize  the  apportionment  of  taxes,  assess- 
ments and  water  rents. 

Approved  April  21,  1876. 
P.  L.,  1876,  p.  291. 
Rev.,  p.  713,  S.  7. 

That  upon  the  approval  of  such  apportionment  by  the  mayor 
or  passage  over  his  veto,  if  application  was  made  to  the  body 
hereinafter  mentioned,  where  such  lands  lie  in  a  city,  the  city 
clerk  shall  file  the  map  and  report  of  the  officer,  board  or 
council  showing  such  apportionment,  and  upon  the  adoption  of 
such  apportionment  by  the  council  or  other  governing  municipal 
authority  of  any  town,  or  by  the  township  committee  of  any 
township,  the  clerk  of  such  town  or  township  shall  file  the 
map  and  report  showing  such  apportionment,  and  upon  such 
tiling,  the  said  taxes,  assessments  and  water  rents  as  so  appor- 
tioned shall  be  and  remain  a  lien  upon  each  subdivision,  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  each  taxes,  assessments  or  water  rents  had 
been  originally  laid  or  assessed  upon  such  subdivision  in  the 
separate  amounts  so  apportioned  and  upon  payment  to  the 
proper  officer  of  the  amount  so  apportioned  to  any  subdivision, 
with  interest  and  penalties  added  at  the  same  rates  as  were 
chargeable  on  the  original  taxes,  assessments  or  water  rents 
respectively,  and  in  case  of  sale  with  the  proportion  of 
expenses  of  sale  added,  such  subdivision  shall  be  discharged 
from  all  lien  or  liability  under  such  taxes,  assessments  and 
water  rents  and  from  the  effect  of  such  sale  therefor." 
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report   of    ap-  ,  '  * 

portionment  of  committee  of  any  townsliip  of  this  State  shall  apportion  any 

taxes.  ■/  x  rr  •> 

taxes,  assessments  or  water  rents  as  required  by  this  act,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  township  clerk  of  such  township  to  file  the 
map  and  report  showing  such  apportionment. 

13 TO  GIVE  NOTICE  OF  THE  MEETING    OF    THE  COMMISSIONERS    OF 

APPEAL  IN  THE  MATTER  OF  TAXATION,   IN  CERTAIN  CASES. 

"An  act  providing  for  the  taxation  of  property  in  townships 
in  this  State  in  cases  where  the  officers  of  the  township  have 
omitted  or  neglected  to  assess  the  same  for  taxes. 

Parsed  April  2,  1885. 
P.  L.,  1885,  p.  191,  S.  3. 
S.  Rev.,  p.  172. 

That  the  township  clerk  shall  immediately  after  the  filing 
with  him  of  the  written  designation  aforesaid,  give  public 
notice  of  the  time  and  place  and  of  the  object  of  the  meeting 
of  the  commissioners  of  appeal,  by  posting  written  or  printed 
notices  thereof  in  at  least  six  of  the  most  public  places  in  said 
township  at  least  eight  days  prior  to  the  time  and  place 
appointed  for  such  meeting,  and  shall  also  cause  to  be  served 
copies  of  such  notices  upon  the  owners  of  the  property  or  any 
part  thereof  set  forth  on  the  said  complaint,  personally,  if  resi- 
dent in  the  township,  and  if  non-resident,  by  mail,  at  least  eight 
days  prior  to  the  time  appointed  for  such  meeting ;  provided, 
however,  that  no  assessment  made  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act  shall  be  heM  to  be  invalid  or  shall  be  set  aside  for  or  by 
reason  of  any  mistake  in  the  names  of  such  owners." 

"  An  act  providing  for  the  taxation  of  property  in  cities, 
villages,  boroughs,  townships  or  other  municipal  corporations 
in  this  State  in  cases  where  the  assessor  or  assessors  of  the  same 
have  or  may  omit  or  neglect  to  assess  the  same  for  taxes  or 
have  or  may  assess  such  property  at  too  low  a  valuation,  and 
the  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation  have  met  and 
adjourned. 

Approved  March  24,  1890. 

P.  L,  1890,  p.  108,  S.  1,  2,  3. 
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(!•)  *     *     The  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of  tax- 

ation  have   met  and  adjourned  without  having  received  com- 
plaint of  any  such  neglect."     *     *     * 

(2.)  That  within  five  days  after  receiving  such  complaint  the 
.-aid  commissioners  of  appeal  shall,  by  writing  under  their 
hands,  designate  the  time  and  the  place  when  and  where  the 
said  commissioners  will  meet  to  consider  the  matters  embraced 
in  such  complaint,  said  time  to  be  not  more  than  twenty  days 
after  the  time  of  receiving  snch  complaint,  and  shall  within 
the  time  aforesaid,  file  such  written  designation  with  the  clerk 
of  the  city,  village,  borough,  township  or  other  municipal 
corporation. 

(3.)  That  such  clerk  shall,  immediately  after  the  filing  with 
him  of  the  written  designation  aforesaid,  give  public  notice  of 
the  time  and  place  and  of  the  object  of  the  meeting  of  the 
commissioners  of  appeal,  by  posting  written  or  printed  notices 
thereof  in  at  least  six  of  the  most  public  places  in  said  city, 
village,  borough,  township  or  other  municipal  corporation,  or 
by  publishing  such  notice  in  a  newspaper  printed  and  published 
or  circulating  in  such  city,  village,  borough,  township  or  other 
municipal  corporation,  at  least  eight  days  prior  to  the  time  and 
place  appointed  for  such  meeting,  and  shall  also  cause  to  be 
served  copies  of  such  notices  upon  the  owner  or  owners  of  such 
property,  or  any  part  thereof,  set  forth  in  the  said  complaint, 
personally,  at  least  eight  days  prior  to  the  time  appointed  for 
such  meeting  ;  provided,  however,  that  no  assessment  made 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  held  to  be  invalid  or 
shall  be  set  aside  for  or  by  reason  of  any  mistake  in  the  name 
or  names  of  such  owner  or  owners." 

Sec.   102.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  the  township   „,     . 

'  -l     To  give  notice 

assessor  of  any  township  of  this  State  has  neglected  or  omitted  °l  *e  meetiD^ 

J  ~  of  the  commis- 

to  assess  for  taxes,  for  the  current  fiscal  year  of  such  township,  ^^  ^atatP; 
any  property  in  such  township  which  is  liable  to  taxation,  or^^^^111 
where  such  assessor  has  or  may  hereafter  assess  su  h  property 
at  too  low  a  valuation,  and  the  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases 
of  taxation  have  met  and  adjourned  without  having  received 
complaint  of  any  such  neglect,  valuation  or  omission,  and 
whenever  the  township  committee  within  one  year  from  the 
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time  that  such  taxes  become  or  should  become  a  lien,  shall  file 
with  the  commissioners  of  appeal  a  complaint  in  writing  setting 
forth  the  property  so  omitted  or  neglected  to  be  assessed,  or 
which  has  or  may  be  assessed  at  too  low  a  valuation,  and  the 
name  or  names  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  property,  if 
known,  requesting  said  commissioners  to  convene,  and  take 
such  action  thereon  as  may  be  authorized  by  this  act  or  any 
other  statute  of  this  State,  and  whenever  the  said  commission- 
ers of  appeal  shall,  by  writing  under  their  hands,  within  five 
days  after  receiving  such  complaint,  designate  the  time  and 
place  when  and  where  they  will  meet  to  consider  the  matters 
embraced  in  such  complaint,  not  more  than  twenty  days  after 
the  time  of  receiving  the  same,  and  shall  within  the  time 
aforesaid  file  such  written  designation  with  the  clerk  of  the 
township,  then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  township  clerk 
immediately  after  the  filing  with  him  of  the  written  designa- 
tion aforesaid,  to  give  public  notice  of  the  time  and  place  and 
of  the  object  of  the  meeting  of  the  commissioners  of  appeal, 
by  posting  written  or  printed  notices  thereof  in  at  least  six  of 
the  most  public  places  in  said  township,  or  by  publishing  such 
notice  in  a  newspaper  printed  and  published  or  circulating  in 
such  township,  at  least  eight  days  prior  to  the  time  appointed 
for  such  meeting,  and  shall  also  cause  to  be  served  copies  of 
such  notices  upon  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  property,  or 
any  part  thereof,  set  forth  in  the  said  complaint,  personally, 
at  least  eight  days  prior  to  the  time  appointed  for  such 
meeting. 


14. TO  FURNISH  COPT  OF  CONSTABLE'S  BOND  IN  CERTAIN  CASES. 

"  An  act  respecting  constables. 

Approved  April  16,  1846. 
Rev.,  p.  14,  S.  2. 

That  if  any  person  shall  sustain  loss  by  the  neglect  or 
default  of  any  constable  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties, 
whereby  such  bond  shall  become  forfeited  and  shall  by  himself, 
his  agent  or  attorney  make  affidavit  of  such  loss  before  any 
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person  authorized  to  administer  the  same,  and  shall  tender  such 
affidavit  to  the  clerk  of  the  township,  city  or  borough  having 
the  custody  of  such  bond,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  clerk 
to  file  the  said  affidavit  in  his  office  and  thereupon  forthwith 
to  deliver  to  the  person  or  persons  making  such  affidavit  his, 
her  or  their  agent  or  attorney,  a  certified  copy  of  such  bond 
to  the  end  that  an  action  may  be  brought  upon  such  bond." 

Sec.  103.     And   be   it   enacted,  That   if  any   person    shall  to  furnish  copy 
sustain  loss  bv  the  neglect  or  default  of  any  constable  in  the  bond  in  certain 

cases 

discharge  of  his  official  duties,  whereby  the  bond  of  such  con- 
stable shall  become  forfeited,  and  shall  by  himself,  his  agent 
or  attorney  make  affidavit  of  such  loss,  and  shall  tender  such 
affidavit  to  the  clerk  of  the  township  having  the  custody  of 
such  bond,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  clerk  to  file  the  said, 
affidavit  in  his  office  and  forthwith  to  deliver  to  the  person  or 
persons  making  such  affidavit,  his,  her  or  their  agent  or 
attorney,  a  certified  copy  of  said  bond,  to  the  end  that  an 
action  may  be  brought  thereon. 

15. — TO  RECORD  AGREEMENTS  AND  DECISIONS  CONCERNING  FENCES, 
NOTICES  OF  SETTLEMENT,  A'lTEST  TAX  WARRANTS  AND  CERTIFI- 
CATES OF  SALES  OF  LANDS  UNDER  THE  SAME,  AND  RECORD  TAX 
WARRANTS. 

"  Supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  regulating  fences, 
passed  January  twenty-third,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-nine.' 

Approved  February  22,  1850. 
P.  L,  ls50,  p.  114. 
Kev.,  p.  417,  S.  10. 

That  the  clerk  of  every  township  in  this  State  shall  provide, 
at  the  expense  of  the  township,  a  book  for  the  purpose  of 
registering  the  agreements  in  writing  of  any  persons  who  may 
agree  to  make  a  division  of  their  fence  or  fences  of  their 
adjoining  lands,  and  said  clerk  shall  also  record  in  said  book 
the  certificate  in  writing  of  any  two  of  the  township  committee 
who  may  make  a  division  of  any  fence  or  fences  agreeably  to 
the  provisions  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement ;  and 
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said  agreements  and  certificates  in  writing  shall  be  recorded 
by  the  clerk  or  clerks  of  the  township  or  townships  in  which 
said  fences  may  be,  and  the  said  clerk  or  clerk  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  twenty-five  cents  for  recording  the  same,  *  *  *  ." 

"  A  further  act  concerning  taxes,  making  the  same  a  first 
lien  on  real  estate,  and  to  authorize  the  sales  for  the  payment 
of  the  same. 

Approved  March  14,  18T9. 
P.  L.,  1879,  p.  340. 
S.  Rev.,  p.  990,  S.  51. 

That  in  case  any  taxes  specified  in  the  last  preceding  section, 
*  *  *  to  issue  their  warrant,  which  warrant  *  *  * 
under  the  common  seal,  if  any,  of  the  township,  signed  by 
the  chairman   thereof    and   attested   by   the    township  clerk, 


"  A  further  act  concerning  taxes,  making  the  same  a  first 
lien  on  real  estate  and  authorize  sales  for  the  payment  of  the 
same. 

Approved  March  14,  1879. 

P.  L.,  1879,  p.  340. 

S.  Rev.,  p.  991,  S.  52,  55. 

(52.)  That  the  said  warrant  shall  be  recorded  by  the  clerk  of 
said  township,  before  its  delivery  to  said  collector,  in  a  book 
provided  for  the  purpose,  to  be  known  as  the  '  Record  of  Tax 

Sales.' 

(55.)  That  the  clerk  of  said  township  shall  record  such 
returns  (the  warrant  only  excepted)  and  the  papers  thereto 
annexed  in  the  aforesaid  'Record  of  Tax  Sales'  at  length 
immediately  succeeding  the  record  of  such  warrant,  space 
being  reserved  for  the  purpose." 

"  An  act  authorizing  the  township  committees  in  any  town- 
ship in  this  State,  not  containing  an  incorporated  city  or  borough 
wholly  or  in  part  within  its  limits,  to  pave  or  macadamize  any 
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street  or  street?,  road  or  roads,  or  part  or  parts  thereof,  within 
sa'd  township  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  or  resolutions  of  a 
town  meeting  ordering  the  same,  and  likewise  empowering 
them  to  assess  the  expenses  of  such  paving  or  macadamizing, 
or  a  proportion  thereof,  upon  the  owner  or  owners  of  the 
premises  adjacent  to  said  street  or  streets,  road  or  roads,  or 
part  or  parts  thereof,  in  accordance  with  the  benefits  conferred 
upon  said  premises  respectively,  a  lien  upon  the  same. 

Passed  March  27,  1882. 

P.  L.,  1S82,  p.  179. 

S.  Rev.,  p.  1061,  S.  172. 

That  no  property  shall  in  any  instance  be  sold  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act  for  a  longer  period  than  fifty  years. 

That  within  ten  days  after  such  sale  the  chairman  of  said 
committee  shall  deliver  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  a  certifi- 
cate of  such  sale,  under  his  hands  and  the  seal  of  said  township, 
if  any  there  be,  attested  by  the  township  clerk,  which  certifi- 
cate    *     *     *     ." 


"  An  act  for  the  settlement  and  relief  of  the  poor. 

Approved  March  27,  1871. 
Rev.,  p.  831,  S.  2. 

No  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  other  than  hereinbefore 
mentioned,  coming  into  any  township  within  this  State  shall 
be  esteemed  or  deemed  to  have  obtained  a  legal  settlement  in 
the  same  unless  such  person  or  persons  within  forty  days  after 
his,  her  or  their  coming  into  such  township  shall  give  notice  in 
writing  to  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  township  into  which 
he,  she  or  they  shall  come  to  reside  *  *  *  a  copy  of 
which  said  notice  shall  be  endorsed  by  the  said  overseer 
acknowledging  his  receipt  thereof,  and  delivered  by  the  person 
or  persons  serving  the  same  on  the  said  overseer  as  aforesaid 
to  the  town  clerk  of  the  township  in  which  he,  she  or  they 
shall  come  to  reside  as  aforesaid ;  which  said  town  clerk  shall 
enter  the  same,  with  the  endorsement  thereon  as  aforesaid,  in 
the  town  book  kept  by  him,  and  return   the    original  to  the 
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person  or  persons  so  giving  notice  as  aforesaid,  for  which 
service  the  said  clerk  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  sum  of 
twelve  cents,  and  no  more,  from  the  person  so  giving  notice  as 
aforesaid;     *     *     *     ." 

The  above  stated  acts  each  contain  a  duty  devolving  upon 
the  township  clerk. 

For  the  purpose  of  clearness  and  brevity  all  the  duties  of 
clerks  specified  in  said  acts  have  been  consolidated  in  the  fol- 
lowing section  : 

Sec.  104.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
Record  agree- the  clerks  of  the  several  townships  of  this  State,  to  record  all 

merits,  &c.,con-  1  ' 

noti'cef  ofnslt^aoreemeilts  m  writing  of  persons  who  make  division  of  their 
ta™enwan-ants  ^ence  or  fences,  and  all  certificates  of  the  township  committee 
of  saie^nTnds  making  division  of  fence  or  fences  according  to  law ;  to  record 
andlreco/cf  tax m  tne  town  book  notice  given  by  any  person  of  having  come 
warrants.         .jnto  a  township  to  reside  for  the  purpose   of  gaining  a  logal 
settlement ;  to  attest  all  tax  warrants,  and  all  certificates  of  the 
sale  of  any  lands  made  by  the  township  committee,  and  also  to 
record  all  wa-  rants  issued  for  and  the  sale  of  land  for  non- 
payment of  taxes,   and   the   return  thereon,  and  the   papers 
thereto  annexed  in  the  book  known  as  the  "  Record  of  Tax 
Sales." 


16. TO    TJECOBD    INSCRIPTION    OF    E3TKA.YS,    ETC. 

"  An  act  concerning  stray  cattle,  horses  and  sheep. 

Approved  April  10,  1846. 
Rev.,  p.  13,  S.  1,  4,  5. 

(L.)  That  any  person  or  persons  who  at  any  time  hereafter, 
between  the  first  day  of  jS'ovember  and  the  first  day  of  April 
in  any  year,  shall  discover  any  stray  neat  cattle,  horses  or  sheep 
upon  his,  her  or  their  improved  lands,  shall  forthwith  deliver 
to  the  clerk  of  the  city,  township  or  precinct  where  such 
estray  or  estraya  thall  happen  to  be  found,  a  note  in  writing 
containing  their  several  ages,  colors  and  marks,  natural  and 
artificial,  as  near  as  mvy  be,  together  with  his,  her  or  their 
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names  and  place  or  places  01  abode ;  which  said  clerk  shall  on 
the  receipt  of  every  such  note,  forthwith  make  a  full  entry 
thereof  at  large  in  a  book  provided  for  that  purpose,  for  which 
entry  so  made  the  said  clerk  shall  have  twenty-five  cents,  by 
the  head,  for  all  neat  cattle  and  horses,  and  six  cents  for  each 
sheep.     *     *     *     . 

(•Jr.)  That  the  books  to  be  kept  by  the  respective  clerks  of 
each  city,  township  and  precinct,  shall  always  by  them  be  kept 
open  and  free  for  any  person  or  persons  who  at  any  time  may 
have  occasion  to  search  therein  for  any  such  estrays,  and  for 
which  search  such  clerk  shall  not  ask  or  receive  any  fee  or 
reward  under  penalty  of  three  dollars,  to  be  recovered  by  the 
party  aggrieved  in  manner  aforesaid,  with  costs  of  suit. 

5.)  That  it  shall  be  the  dnty  of  the  clerk  of  the  different 
townships  of  this  State  to  advertise  all  the  estray  cattle  and 
horses  recorded  in  the  township  book,  their  several  ages,  colors 
and  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  the  person's  name  in  whose 
possession  the  same  are,  the  expenses  to  be  paid  by  the  owners 
of  the  estrays,  and  where  no  owner  appears,  by  the  moneys 
arising  from  the  sale  of  the  said  estray  or  estrays,  to  be  adver- 
tised in  one  of  the  newspapers  in  the  county  where  the  said 
estray  is,  and  if  no  paper  be  published  in  said  county,  then  in 
a  newspaper  published  nearest  to  the  same,  once  a  week  for 
the  space  of  three  weeks  from  the  first,  immediately  after  said 
estray  shall  be  recorded  in  his  town  book ;  provided,  that  the 
provisions  of  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  the  county  of 
Atlantic." 

Sections  one  (I)  and  four  (4)  above  quoted  have  been  com- 
bined into  one  new  section  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  the 
clerk's  duties,  and  section  five  (5)  has  been  re-stated  with  slight 
modification.     The  two  new  sections  are  as  follows  : 

Sec.  105.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  any  person 
or  persons,  at  any  time  between  the  first  day  of  November  and    ^  „ 

x  »  Duties 

the  first  day  of  April  in  any  year,  shall  discover  any  stray  neat  estraJ"s- 
cattle,  horses  or  sheep  upon  his,  her  or  their  improved  lands, 
and  shall  forthwith  deliver  to  the  clerk  of  the  township  where 
such   estray  or  estrays  shall  happen   to  be  found,  a  note  in 


as  to 
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writing  containing  their  several  ages,  colors  and  marks,  natural 
and  artificial,  as  near  as  may  be,  together  with  his,  her  or  their 
names  and  place  or  places  of  abode,  then  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  clerk  of  such  township,  on  the  receipt  of  every  such 
descriptive  note,  forthwith  to  make  a  full  entry  thereof  in  a 
book  provided  for  that  purpose  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
clerk  of  every  township  to  keep  such  books  always  open  and 
free  for  any  person  or  persons  who  at  any  time  may  have 
occasion  to  search  therein  for  any  such  estray  or  estrays,  for 
which  last  mentioned  service  he  shall  receive  no  fee  or 
reward. 

Sec.  106.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
Ibid-  the  clerk  of  the  several  townships  of  this  State  to  advertise 
all  the  estray  cattle,  horses  and  sheep  recorded  in  the  township 
book,  their  several  ages,  colors  and  marks,  natural  and  artificial, 
the  person's  name  in  whose  possession  the  same  are,  the 
expenses  to  be  paid  by  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  estrays,  and 
where  no  owner  appears,  by  the  moneys  arising  from  the  sale 
of  the  said  estray  or  estrays,  to  be  advertised  in  one  of  the 
newspapers  in  the  county  where  the  said  estray  is,  once  a  week 
for  the  space  of  three  weeks  from  the  first,  immediately  after 
said  estray  shall  be  recorded  in  his  town  book. 

17 TO    FURNISH     ASSESSORS    W.TH    CERTIFICATES    OF    EXEMPTION 

FROM    TAXATION. 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concern- 
ing taxes,  approved  April  fourteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty-six.' 

Approved  April  22,  1888. 
P.  L.,  188S,  p.  179,  S.  6,  7. 

\6.)  That  the  following  shall  be  sufficient  evidence  to  the  col- 
lector or  receiver  of  taxes  of  the  right  of  any  person  to  claim 
exemption  as  aforesaid,  to  wit :  the  certificate  of  the  clerk  of  the 
city,  town,  borough  or  township,  or  of  such  other  municipal  or 
other  officer  as  shall  have  charge  of  the  records  showing  what 
persons  are  such  active  or  exempt   firemen    cr   salvage  corps 
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members,  which  shall  be  furnished  without  charge,  stating  that 

the  person  claiming  such  exemption  is  either  an  active  or 
exempt  fireman  or  salvage  corps  member :  and  in  case  of 
soldiers  or  sailors,  or  their  widows,  the  production  to  the  taxing 
officer,  board  of  revision  of  taxes,  commissioners  of  appeal,  or 
collector,  of  the  discharge  of  such  soldier  or  sailor  from  the 
service  of  the  United  States. 

(7.)  That  in  case  any  two  or  more  persons,  residing  in  the 
same  city,  town,  borough  or  township,  shall  be  entitled  to  cer- 
tificates, as  above  stated,  from  the  same  officer,  or  from  the 
clerk  of  any  city,  town,  borough  or  township,  such  certificates 
may  be  combined  in  the  form  of  a  list  of  persons  residing  and 
entitled  as  aforesaid,  which  list  shall  be  certified  by  such  officer 
or  clerk,  and  filed  by  him  with  the  collector  or  receiver  of 
taxes  of  such  city,  town,  borough  or  township,  at  or  before  the 
time,  in  each  year,  when  taxes  shall  be  due  and  payable  therein." 

The  foregoing  two  sections  (6  and  7)  of  P.  L.,  ISSn  p.  479, 
anticipate  that  the  classes  of  persons  enumerated  in  those  sec- 
tions and  exempted  in  part  from  taxation  have  by  some  means 
imparted  such  claim  to  "  the  clerk  of  the  city,  town,  borough 
or  township,''  whereupon  it  becomes  the  duty  of  such  clerk  to 
furnish  to  the  collector  or  receiver  of  taxes  a  certificate.  It  is 
thought  advisable  that  the  certificate  referred  to  be  furnished 
by  the  clerk  to  the  assessor. 

Sec.  107.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  clerks  of  the  several  townships  of  the  State,  having  so^^th  (feme- 
received  proper  evidence  of  the  right  of  exemption  of  anyemption  from 
person  or  persons  from  taxation  as  in  this  act  provided,  to 
furnish  the  assessor  or  assessors  of  taxes  in  such  township,  or 
the  assessors  of  taxes  in  any  municipality  within  a  township, 
without  charge,  with  a  certificate  or  certificates  setting  forth 
the  names  of  each  person  exempt,  together  with  the  ground  or 
reason  for  such  exemption. 

Section  seven  (7)  of  the  act  approved  April  14,  1846,  Rev , 

p.  1193,  S.  7.  provides  "  that  no  person  shall  behave  in  a 
disorderly  manner  or  interrupt  the  person  speaking  at  any 
town  meeting     -     *     *     .     And   if  any   person   shall,    after 
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notice  from  the  presiding  officer,  persist  in  his  disorderly- 
behavior  *  *  -  such  person  shall  be  fined  one  dollar 
*  *  "  which  shall  be  sued  for  and  may  be  recovered,  with 
costs,  by  action  of  debt  in  the  name  of  the  clerk  of  the  town- 
ship    *     *     *     ." 

Having  provided  that  at  all  township  meetings  or  elections 
the  voting  shall  be  by  ballot,  and  the  recent  election  law  having 
made  provision  for  the  maintenance  of  order  at  all  such  meet- 
ings or  elections,  and  that  suits  for  penalties  shall  be  brought 
by  and  in  the  name  of  the  township  committee,  there  seems 
to  no  longer  exist  a  necessity  for  any  of  the  provisions  of  the 
foregoing  section,  therefore  its  omission  is  advised. 

Sections  one  (1)  and  two  (2)  of  the  act  approved  January  2S, 
1885  (P.  L.,  1885.  p.  12,  S.  Rev.,  p.  874,  S.  14  and  15),  and 
section  one  (i)  of  the  act  approved  March  9,  1891  (P.  L.,  1S91, 
p.  120),  provide  substantially  that  the  township,  clerk  shall  give 
notice  to  overseers  of  roads  of  the  creation  of  road  districts, 
together  with  the  boundaries  of  the  same,  and  of  the  times  of 
holding  elections  in  road  districts  for  overseer.  The  act 
approved  March  12,  1891  (P.  L.,  1891,  p.  137),  which  places 
the  management  of  roads  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  township 
committee,  abolishes  the  office  of  overseers  of  roads,  and  con- 
sequently the  duties  imposed  upon  the  township  clerk  by  the 
previous  legislation  relating  to  roads  are  ended. 

The  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  protection  against  mad  dogs," 
approved  March  28,  1862  (Rev.,  p.  25,  S.  50),  before  set  out, 
provides  a  duty  for  the  township  clerk,  but  the  change  advised, 
whereby  the  township  committee  are  emp  .wered  to  control  the 
requirements  of  the  act  by  ordinance,  relieves  the  township 
clerk  of  all  duty  in  the  premises. 

The  Duties  and  PoAArers  of  Township  Assessors  oj  Taxes. 

The  duties  and  powers  of  township  assessors  of  taxes  under 
existing  legislation  are  nnmerous,  not  in  the  mode  and  time  of 
making  assessments,  but  in  the  character  of  property  to  be 
assessed,  for  what   purposes  to  be  assessed,  and  the  conditions 
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under  which  exemptions  are  to  be  allowed  both  as  to  persons 
and  property  and  what  deductions  are  to  be  made. 

The  following  order  of  arrangement  and  treatment  of  the 
subject  is  adopted,  and  includes  the  principal  duties  and 
powers  of  that  township  official,  condensed  as  far  as  possible  : 

1.  The  rates  of  assessment. 

2.  "When  to  commence  and  when  to  complete  assessment. 

3.  How  to  obtain  from  owner  of  property  subject  to  assess- 
ment a  true  account  of  the  same. 

4.  How  duplicate  to  be  made  out. 

5.  What  property  to  be  assessed. 

6.  Property  exempt  from  taxation  to  be  set  out. 

7.  To  make  list  of  owners  and  harborers  of  dogs  and  set  up 
the  same. 

8.  Against  whom  and  where  real  estate  to  be  assessed. 

9.  Against  whom  and  when  personal  estate  to  be  assessed. 

10.  How  personal  property  brought  into  a  taxing  district 
after  the  completion  of  the  annnal  valuation  and  assessment 
shall  be  assessed. 

11.  How  taxes  so  assessed  may  be  collected. 

1 2.  How  mortgages  are  to  be  assessed. 

13.  Houses,  cottages  and  other  buildings  which  are  personal 
property. 

14.  How  to  assess  property  held  in  trust. 

15.  How  to  assess  moneys  deposited  in  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery. 

16.  How  to  assess  mortgages  given  to  the  Chancellor  in  his 
official  capacity,  or  to  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

17.  "Where  to  assess  foreign  corporations. 

18.  "Where  to  assess  personal  estate  of  non-residents. 

19.  How  bank  stocks  to  be  assessed. 

20.  How  to  assess  partnership  property. 

21.  How  to  assess  real  estate  sold  for  taxes  and  purchased  by 
the  township. 

22.  Assessments  for  cost  of  lighting  roads  and  streets. 

23.  Assessments  for  sidewalks. 

24.  Assessments  for  fire  purposes. 

25.  Make  assessments  to  satisfy  executions. 
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26.  What  persons  are  exempt  from  taxation,  to  what  extent, 
and  what  is  necessary  evidence  of  right  to  exemption. 

27.  What  property  is  exempt  from  taxation. 

2S.  Deductions  for  debts,  how  and  upon  what  conditions 
allowed. 

29.  To  notify  assessors  of  other  townships  of  deductions  for 
debts  under  certain  conditions 

30.  To  attend  meeting  of  township  committee  to  revise  and 
correct  duplicate  of  assessment. 

31.  To  constitute  county  board  of  assessors  and  attend  meet- 
ings of  such  board. 

32.  Produce  duplicate  of  assessment  before  the  board  of 
assessors  and  verify  the  same  by  oath  or  affirmation. 

33.  When  board  of  assessors  may  adjourn. 

34.  Duties  of  the  board  of  assessors. 

35.  Procedure  in  case  of  vacancy  in  the  boasd.  of  assessors. 

36.  When  to  assess  other  than  township  taxes. 

37.  To  attend  meeting  of  the  commissioners  of  appeal  in 
case  of  taxation. 

38.  When  to  correct  assessments  and  re  assess. 

39.  When  to  deliver  duplicate  of  assessments  to  the  town- 
ship collector  of  taxes. 

40.  Duties  as  to  vital  statistics. 

41.  To  take  census  or  enumeration  of  inhabitants. 

42.  Duties  of  assessor  of  taxes  as  to  taxation  of  railroad 
and  canal  property. 

The  object  of  this  that  at  first  thought  may  appear  like  an 
encroachment  upon  the  "Act  concerning  taxes"  and  the 
several  supplements  thereto,  is  to  remove  as  far  as  possible  the 
many  uncertainties  that  the  township  assessors  of  taxes  under 
present  legislation  are  called  upon  to  contend  with  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties.  Care  is  taken  to  as  little  as  possible 
change  the  present  and  recognized  system  of  taxation — on  the 
contrary,  to  leave  it  undisturbed  except  to  condense  it  so  far  as 
is  thought  necessary  to  simplify  the  duties  of  one  of  the  most 
important,  if  not  the  most  important,  township  officers.  Diffi- 
culty has  been  experienced  in  securing  for  this  subject  the 
same  degree  of  system   of  arrangement  by  way  of  indicating 
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or  quoting  the  existing  legislation  bearing  upon  a  particular 
branch  of  duties  and  powers  and  directly  fallowing  such  quo- 
tations with  a  section  or  sections  proposed  as  a  substitution  ; 
therefore,  much  of  the  present  law  lias  been  massed  and  the 
proposed  new  sections  regarded  as  suggestive  of  the  foregoing 
tabulation  of  the  subject. 

Much  of  the  existing  legislation  upon  this  subject  is  quoted 
chronologically  and  without  regard  to  any  particular  branch  of 
duties  and  powers,  because  they  are  so  commingled  in  that 
part  of  our  legislation  as  to  make  it  impracticable  to  directly 
follow  a  particular  quotation  by  a  new  section  except  by 
resorting  to  much  repetition.  The  proposed  substitute  for  that 
part  of  existing  legislation  is  arranged  in  sections  in  as  near 
the  consecutive  order  as  possible  as  the  duties  of  an  assessor  of 
taxes  present  themselves,  and  cover  subdivisions  one  (1)  to 
twenty-four  (21),  both  inclusive. 

The  proposed  new  sections  under  the  other  suodivisions 
are  preceded  by  the  present  legislation  upon  which  they  are 
based. 

'*  An  act  concerning  taxe;. 

Approved  April  1-i.  1846. 
Rev.,  p.  1140,  S.  1,  2,  13. 

(1.)  That  the  assessor  of  every  township  shall  between  the 
twentieth  day  of  May  and  the  twentieth  day  of  August  annu- 
ally take  a  true  account,  and  make  out  an  exact  list  of  the 
persons,  lands,  chattels,  effects  and  estates,  including  certainties 
made  ratable  by  law  in  that  year,  by  which  all  assessments 
daring  the  said  year  shall  be  regulated  and  made ;  and  every 
inhabitant  of  the  township  shall,  on  application  of  the  assessor, 
forthwith  render  a  full  and  true  account  of  his  name  and  his 
ratable  lands,  chattels,  effects  and  estates  as  aforesaid,  which 
the  assessor  shall  set  down  in  writing,  in  order  that  the  legis- 
lature may  ascertain  the  proportion  or  quota  of  each  county, 
and  that  every  individual  may  be  duly  and  justly  assessed. 

(2.)  That  if  any  inhabitant  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  render 
such  account,  or  shall  render  a  false  or  fraudulent  account,  he 
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shall  be  taxed  in  a  sum  double  to  what  the  said  assessor  may 
suppose  his  ratable  estate  would  be  taxed ;  which  shall  not  be 
reduced  or  altered  by  the  commissioners  of  appeal,  unless  the 
offender  caD  make  it  appear,  by  the  testimony  of  credible  wit- 
nesses, that  he  was  not  guilty  of  such  neglect  or  refusal,  or  did 
not  render  a  false  or  fraudulent  account  as  aforesaid. 

(13.)  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessors  of  the 
respective  townships  of  this  State  to  set  up  in  at  least  live  of 
the  most  public  places  in  their  respective  townships,  within  ten 
days  after  having  taken  the  annual  list  of  the  ratables,  lists  of 
the  names  of  each  person  who  shall  have  delivered  to  him  an 
account  of  the  dog  01  dogs,  bitch  or  bitches,  and  the  number 
given  in  by  each  person." 

"  An  act  concerning  taxes. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
Eev.,  p.  1145,  S.  32. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer  of  this  State  to 
add  the  annual  deficiency  of  every  county  to  the  quota  of  such 
county,  in  the  next  tax  to  be  raised  therein  by  the  authority  of 
this  State  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county  collector  to 
charge  such  deficiency  to  the  deficient  township  or  townships, 
which  shall  be  assessed  on  and  collected  from  the  same,  over 
and  above  the  quota  of  such  township  or  townships  in  the  next 
tax  as  aforesaid  ;  and  to  prevent  all  delay  or  neglect  in  this 
particular,  it  is  hereby  made  the  further  duty  of  everv  county 
collector  to  attend  and  deliver  to  the  assessors,  when  they  meet 
to  adjust  and  apportion  the  county's  quota  of  the  said  tax 
among  the  several  township",  an  accurate  account  of  the  whole 
deficiency  of  each  township,  which  said  deficiency  shall  be 
assessed  on  such  township,  in  the  same  manner  and  proportion 
as  the  tax  then  to  be  raised  is  required  to  be  assessed." 

"An  act  to  make  taxes  a  lien  on  real  estate,  and  to  authorize 
sales  for  the  payment  of  the  same. 

Approved  March  17,  1854. 
P.  L.,  1854,  p.  429. 
Rev.,  p.  1163,  S.  114. 
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That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessors  of  the  several 
townships  in  this  State,  in  making  their  assessments  as  now 
provided  by  law,  to  assess  all  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments 
and  real  estate,  in  the  names  of  the  owners  thereof  respect- 
ively, and  to  designate  the  same  by  some  short  descriptioi 
"will  be  sufficient  to  ascertain  the  location  and  extent  thereof." 


•■  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concern" 
ing  taxes."  approved  April  fourteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-six. 

Approved  April  11,  1S66. 

P.  L.,  1»66,  p.  1078 

Rev.,  p  1150,  S.  60,  61,  62,  63,  65,  66,  67,  69,  7",  77. 

(60.)  That  a  poll  tax  not  exceeding  one  dollar  shall  be 
assessed  upon  every  male  inhabitant  of  this  State,  of  the  age 
of  twenty  one  rears  and  upwards,  except  the  polls  of  all 
volunteers  and  sailors  who  have  served  in  the  armies  or  navies 
of  the  United  States,  and  been  honorably  discharged  there- 
from, and  of  all  paupers,  idiots  and  insane  persons ;  provided, 
that  nothing  in  this  act  shall  in  anywise  interfere  with  the  poll 
tax  required  to  be  raised  by  any  special  law  in  payment  of 
bounties  (c).     (See  Sec.  1 00.) 

(61.)  That  all  real  and  personal  es'ate  within  this  State, 
whether  owned  by  individuals  or  by  corporations,  shall  be 
liable  to  taxation  at  the  full  and  actual  value  thereof,  on  the 
day  in  each  year  when  by  law  the  assessment  is  to  commence, 
at  such  rate  per  dollar  as  will  be  sufficient  to  produce  the  sum 
required  to  be  raised,  together  with  an  addition  thereto,  not 
exceeding  ten  per  centum  of  such  sum,  to  meet  contingencies, 
after  deducting  the  poll  tax  and  the  tax  derived  from  foreign 
insurance  companies. 

(62 )  That  the  term  real  estate,  as  used  in  this  act,  shall  be 
construed  to  include  all  lands,  all  water  power  thereon  or 
appurtenances  thereto,  and  all  buildings  or  erections  thereon 
or  affixed  to  the  same,  trees  and  underwood  growing  thereon, 
and  all  mines,  quarries,  peat  and  marl  beds,  and  all  fisheries. 
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(63.)  That  the  term  personal  estate,  as  used  in  this  act,  shall 
be  construed  to  include  goods  and  chattels  of  every  description, 
including  steamboats  and  other  vessels,  money,  debts  due  or 
owing  from  solvent  debtors,  whether  on  contract,  note,  bond, 
mortgage  or  book  account,  public  stocks  and  stocks  in  corpo- 
rations, whether  said  personal  estate  be  within  or  without  this 
State. 

(65.)  That  the  poll  tax  and  the  tax  on  personal  property 
shall  be  assessed  upon  each  inhabitant  liable  to  a  personal  tax 
in  the  township  or  ward  where  he  resides,  on  the  clay  prescribed 
by  law  for  commencing  the  assessment  in  each  year ;  all  lands 
shall  be  assessed  in  the  township  or  ward  in  which  they  are 
situate,  and  every  person  shall  be  assessed  in  the  township  or 
ward  where  he  resides  for  all  lands  then  owned  or  possessed 
by  him  within  said  township  or  ward,  either  occupied  or  unoc- 
cupied ;  and  when  the  line  between  two  townships  or  wards 
divides  a  farm  or  a  lot  owned  or  possessed  by  the  person  taxed, 
the  same  shall  be  taxed,  if  occupied,  in  the  township  or  ward 
in  which  the  occupant  resides ;  and  if  unoccupied,  each  part 
shall  be  assessed  to  the  owner  thereof  in  the  township  or  ward 
in  which  the  same  may  be,  and  this  whether  such  division  line 
be  a  towuship,  ward  or  county  line. 

(66.)  That  every  person  shall  be  assessed  in  the  township  or 
ward  where  he  resides,  for  all  personal  estate  in  his  possession 
or  under  his  control,  as  trustee,  guardian,  executor  or  adminis- 
trator ;  and  in  case  the  owner  or  owners  of  personal  estate  shall 
be  non-resident  of  this  State,  then  and  in  that  case  the  said 
personal  estate  shall  be  taxed  in  the  township  or  ward  where 
the  same  may  be  situate ;  that  the  personal  estate  of  every 
incorporated  company  liable  to  taxation,  shall  be  assessed  in  the 
township  or  ward  where  the  principal  office  shall  be,  or  if  such 
company  have  no  principal  office  or  place  of  transacting  its 
financial  concerns,  then  in  the  township  or  ward  where  the 
operations  of  such  company  are  carried  on ;  and  where  the 
tolls  of  any  bridge,  turnpike,  railroad  or  canal  company  are 
collected  in  the  several  townships  or  wards,  the  personal  estate 
of  such  company  shall  be  assessed  in  the  township  or  ward  in 
which  the  treasurer,  or  other  officer  authorized  to  discharge  the 
general   pecuniary   obligations   of  said  company,  resides ;  and 
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the  real  estate  of  incorporated  companies,  liable  to  taxation, 
shall  be  assessed  in  the  township  or  ward  in  which  the  same 
!~hall  lie,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  real  estate  of  individual-. 

(67.)  That  the  assessor  of  every  township  or  ward  shall, 
between  the  days  prescribed  by  law,  annually  ascertain  by 
diligent  inquiry,  and  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  person 
to  be  assessed,  and,  if  necessary,  of  other  persons,  according  to 
the  best  of  his  ability,  and  according  to  his  own  judgment  after 
examination  and  inquiry,  the  names  of  all  the  persons  taxable 
in  their  respective  townships  or  wards,  and  the  actual  value  of 
all  the  property,  real  and  personal,  taxable  therein  ;  and  in  case 
any  inhabitant  of  the  township  or  ward  shall  refuse  to  swear 
or  affirm  and  answer  in  regard  to  all  the  particulars  of  his 
property  when  required  by  such  assessor,  or  in  case  such  inhab- 
itant cannot  be  found  by  the  assessor  after  a  diligent  effort,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  said  assessor  to  estimate  his  property  at 
the  highest  value  he  has  reason  to  suppose  it  may  be  placed  ; 
and  in  case  the  person  assessed  shall  appeal  to  the  commission- 
ers of  appeal,  they  shall  not  reduce  the  said  estimate,  if  it 
shall  appear  that  the  person  appeaKng  has  refused  to  be  sworn 
or  affirmed,  and  to  answer  all  proper  questions  respecting  the 
particulars  of  his  estate,  and  of  his  debts,  or  had  absented 
himself  for  the  purpose  of  evading  the  assessor ;  nor  unless 
he  shall  satisfactorily  prove  by  his  oath  or  affirmation,  or  other- 
wise, what  was  the  true  value  of  all  his  taxable  property ; 
provided,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to 
prevent  the  said  commissioners  of  appeal  from  increasing  the 
valuation  made  by  the  assessor,  if  it  shall  satisfactorily  appear 
the  same  ought  to  be  increased. 

(69.)  That  the  assessor  shall  so  make  out  his  duplicate  as  to 
show  in  separate  and  distinct  columns  the  names  of  all  persons 
assessed,  the  number  of  acres  and  lots  of  land  and  appurte- 
nances assessed  to  each  person,  the  value  of  such  land,  the 
value  of  the  personal  estate  assessed  to  each  one,  including  the 
amount  of  mortgages  held  and  the  amount  of  debts  due  and 
owing  to  each  person  from  solvent  debtors  in  addition  to  debts 
secured  by  mortgage,  the  amount  deducted  from  the  said  value 
for  debts  due  and  owing,  the  net  value  assessed  to  each  person, 
the  rate  per  dollar  assessed,  and  the  several  sums  assessed  on 
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eacli  person  for  State,  county,  city,  township,  poor,  school, 
road,  poll,  dog  and  other  taxes  ;  and  the  said  assessor  shall  also 
add  to  his  duplicate,  by  way  of  appendix  or  otherwise,  in  all 
cases  where  real  estate  is  taxed,  to  any  person  from  whom  he 
has  reason  to  suppose  it  may  be  difficult  to  collect  the  tax  by 
warrant  against  his  goods,  chattels  and  person,  a  designation  of 
the  said  real  estate  by  such  short  description  as  will  be  sufficient 
to  ascertain  the  location  and  extent  thereof,  to  the  end  that 
said  tax  may  be  collected  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act 
entitled  '  An  act  to  make  taxes  a  lien  on  real  estate,  and  to 
authorize  sales  for  the  payment  of  the  same,'  approved  March 
seventeenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty -four. 

(70.)  That  where  a  person  is  assessed  as  trustee,  guardian, 
executor  or  administrator,  he  shall  be  assessed  as  such,  with  the 
addition  to  his  name  or  representative  character,  and  such 
assessment  shall  be  carried  out  on  a  separate  line  from  his 
individual  assessment ;  and  in  cases  where  the  same  property 
is  held  by  several  trustees,  guardians  or  executors,  only  one  of 
them  shall  be  taxed  for  the  same ;  and  such  property  shall  be 
assessed  in  the  hands  of  such  one  of  said  executors,  or  guardians 
or  trustees,  as  have  the  actual  possession  or  control  of  such 
property,  or  the  bonds,  mortgages  or  other  securities  by  which 
the  same  is  held. 

(77.)  That  all  corporations  regularly  doing  business  in  this 
State,  and  not  being  corporations  of  this  State,  shall  be  assessed 
and  taxed  for  and  in  respect  of  the  business  so  done  by  them 
and  transacted  in  this  State,  and  every  agent  of  any  fire,  life, 
health  or  marine  insurance  company  not  incorporated  by  the 
laws  of  this  State  and  doing  business  in  this  State,  shall  file 
with  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Feb- 
ruary in  each  year,  the  certificate  now  required  by  law  respect- 
ing the  business  and  condition  of  the  company  of  which  he  is 
such  agent,  and  shall  pay  at  the  time  of  such  filing,  to  such 
Secretary  of  State,  the  sum  of  five  dollars  fees  therefor ;  and 
shall  also  be  required,  within  ten  days  thereafter,  to  take  from 
such  Secretary  of  State  a  license  to  act  as  such  agent,  and 
transact  the  business  of  said  company  during  the  ensuing  year, 
and  shall  pay  for  such  license  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars  ;  and 
such  license  fees  so  paid  shall  be  in  lieu  of  all  other  taxes  to 
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be  assessed  in  this  State  on  such  agents  for  the  business  of  said 
companies;  provided,  however,  that  the  last  foregoing  provis- 
ions shall  apply  only  to  the  agents  of  companies  of  those  States 
whose  laws  do  not  impose  a  greater  tax  or  assessment  than  the 
foregoing  upon  the  agents  of  companies  of  this  State,  and 
doing  business  in  those  States,  that  the  agents  of  companies  of 
those  States  imposing  larger  taxes  or  assessments  than  the  fore- 
going upon  the  agents  of  companies  of  this  State  shall  pay,  in 
the.  manner  and  at  the  time  now  provided  by  law,  a  tax  of  two 
per  centum  per  annum  on  the  whole  amount  of  premiums 
taken  or  received  by  such  agent  during  the  year  preceding  the 
payment  of  said  tax ;  and  all  other  corporations  not  incorpo- 
rated by  this  State,  and  agents  doing  business  in  tiiis  State  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  assessed  for  the  amount  of  capital  usually 
employed  in  this  State  in  the  doing  of  such  business  not  other- 
wise taxed  by  virtue  hereof;  and  such  assessment  shall  be 
made  in  the  township  or  ward  where  such  business  is  most 
usually  carried  on  and  transacted." 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concerning 
taxes,'  approved  April  fourteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
six. 

Approved  April  11,  1867- 

P.  L.,  1S6T,  p.  934. 

Kev.,  p.  1160,  S.  92. 

The  assessors  shall  hereafter  finish  making  their  assessments 
on  or  before  the  third  Monday  in  August  of  each  year." 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  k  An  act  concerning 
taxes,'  approved  April  fourteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
six. 

Approved  April  1,  1869. 

P.  L.,  1869,  p.  1149. 

Eev.,  p.  1161,  S.  99. 

That  every  person  shall  be  assessed  in  the  township  or  ward 
where  he  resides  for  all  shares  of  the  stock  of  any  national 
bank  in  this  State,  or  of  any  b.mk  organized  under  the  laws  of 
this  State,  owned  by   him  or  in  his  possession  or  control  as 
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trustee,  guardian,  executor  or  administrator ;  and  in  case  said 
owner,  trustee,  guardian,  executor  or  administrator  shall  be  a 
non-resident  of  this  State,  then,  and  in  that  case,  such  banks 
shall  be  assessed  to  the  amount  of  such  shares  so  owned  or  held 
by  non-residents  as  aforesaid,  in  the  manner  now  provided  by 
statute  in  the  case  of  other  corporations." 

"  Supplement  to  an  act  concerning  taxes. 

Approved  March  5,  1874. 
Rev.,  p.  1102,  S.  107,  108. 

(107.)  That  hereafter,  in  all  cases  where  taxes  &re  imposed 
by  virtue  of  any  law  of  this  Scate,  upon  personal  property 
where  the  same  is  situated,  such  property  shall  not  be  liable  to 
taxation  elsewhere. 

(108.)  That  in  any  case  where  property  is  so  taxed,  the  cer- 
tificate of  the  assessor  by  whom  the  assessment  was  made  shall 
be  deemed  sufficient  evidence  thereof,  and  shall  entitle  the 
owner  to  exemption  for  such  property  in  all  other  places." 

"  A  further  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  concerning 
taxes  '  (Revision),  approved  April  fourteenth,  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty-six. 

Approved  April  17,  IS 76. 
P.  L.  1S76,  p.  160. 
Kev.,  1163,  S.  109,  110. 

(109.)  That  hereafter  no  mortgage  or  debt  secured  thereby 
shall  be  assessed  for  taxation  unless  a  deduction  therefor  shall 
have  been  claimed  by  the  owner  of  the  land  and  allowed  by 
the  assessor. 

(110.)  That  hereafter  such  mortgages  or  debts  secured  thereby 
as  shall  be  subject  to  taxation,  shall  be  assessed  for  taxation  by 
the  assessor  making  the  deduction  on  account  thereof,  and  the 
tax  thereon  shall  be  collected  by  the  collector  of  taxes  in  and 
for  the  township  or  city  wherein  the  lands  in  the  mortgage 
described  are  situate." 
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"Supplement  to  an  net  entitled  '  An  act  to  establish  a  system 
of  public  instruction'  (Revision),  approved  March  twenty- 
seventh,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-four. 

Approved  March  L6,  1881. 
P.  L.,  1881,  p.  11". 
S.  Rev.,  p.  925,  S.  33. 

That   section   seventy-eight   of    said   act  be  and  is  hereby 

amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows  : 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  comptroller  aforesaid  to 
apportion  the  said  tax  among  the  several  counties  in  proportion 
to  the  amount  of  taxable  real  and  personal  estate  of  said 
counties  respectively,  as  shown  by  the  ratables  respectively,  as 
aforesaid,  and  it  shall  be  his  further  duty  to  transmit,  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  April  of  each  year,  to  the  county  col- 
lector of  each  county,  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  said  tax 
apportioned  to  and  by  said  county,  and  said  county  collector 
shall  lay  said  statement  before  the  board  of  assessors  of  the 
townships  and  wards  within  his  county  at  their  annual  meeting, 
to  apportion  the  taxes  among  said  townships  and  wards,  and 
said  assessors  shall  thereupon  proceed  to  apportion  said  school 
taxes  as  other  taxe6  are  apportioned  and  to  assess  the  same 
according  to  law." 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  Am  act  concerning 
taxes,'  approved  April  fourteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty -six. 

Approved  March  17,  1882. 

P.  L.,  J  882,  p.  135. 

That  in  all  cases  where  a  tax  shall  be  levied  in  any  city, 
borough,  town  or  township  of  this  State,  which  tax  shall 
include  any  moneys  to  be  raised  for  school  purposes,  the 
amount  of  the  tax  ag.iinst  any  property,  either  real  or  personal, 
which  shall  be  intended  for  said  school  purposes,  shall  be 
entered  in  the  tax  levy  made  against  said  property  as  a  separate 
item  ;  and  all  tax  bills  which  shall  be  sent  out  or  rendered  by 
any  city,  borough,  town  or  township  of  this  State  shall  state 
the  amount  of  said  school  tax  in  a  separate  item." 
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'"  An  act  to  provide  for  the  taxation  of  the  property  of  per- 
sons engaged  temporarily  in  business  in  taxing  districts  subse- 
quently to  the  completion  of  the  annual  assessment  by  the  local 
assees<  >r. 

Passed  March  9,  1885. 

P.  L.,  1SS5,  p.  61,  S.  Iand2. 

S.  Eev.,  p.  1018,  S.  105  and  166. 

(16n.)  That  whenever  any  person,  firm  or  corporation  shall, 
subsequently  to  the  time  fixed  by  law  for  the  completion  of 
the  annual  valuation  and  assessment  for  local  taxes  in  any 
taxing  district  in  this  State,  bring  or  send  into  such  taxing 
district  any  stock  of  goods  or  merchandise,  to  be  sold  or  dis- 
posed of  in  a  place  of  business  temporarily  occupied  for  their 
sale,  without  the  intention  of  engaging  in  permanent  trade  in 
such  place,  the  owner,  consignee  or  person  in  charge  of  the 
said  goods  or  merchandise  shall  immediately  notify  the  local 
assessor  or  board  of  assessors,  by  whatever  name  such  officer 
or  board  shall  be  designated ;  and  thereupon  such  officer  or 
board  of  assessors,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  at  once  proceed  to 
value  the  said  stock  of  goods  and  merchandise  at  its  true  value, 
and  upon  such  valuation  the  said  owner,  consignee  or  person 
in  charge  shall  pay  to  the  collector  of  taxes  of  the  township, 
town,  borough  or  city,  as  the  case  may  be,  a  tax  at  the  rate 
assessed  for  State,  county  and  local  purposes  in  the  taxing 
district  in  the  year  then  current ;  and  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to 
sell  or  disj>ose  of  any  such  goods  or  merchandise  as  aforesaid 
in  such  taxing:  district  until  the  assessor  or  board  of  assessment 
shall  have  been  so  notified  as  aforesaid  and  the  tax  assessed 
thereon  duly  paid  to  the  collector. 

(160.)  That  in  case  any  such  owner,  consignee  or  person  in 
charge  of  such  stock  of  goods  and  merchandise  as  is  mentioned 
in  the  foregoing  section,  shall  fail  or  neglect  to  notify  the 
proper  assessor  or  board  of  assessment,  or  to  pay  the  said  tax 
as  is  herein  required,  or  shall  proceed  to  sell  or  dispose  of  such 
stock,  or  any  portion  thereof,  before  the  payment  of  the  tax 
levied  on  account  thereof,  the  owner  of  such  goods  or  mer- 
chandise shall  forfeit  to  such  taxing  district  a  sum  equal  to 
twice  the  amount  of  tax   assessable  as  aforesaid  ou  account  of 
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Bach  stock;  Bueh  forfeiture  may  be  recovered  in  an  action  of 

debt,  in  the  name  of  the  collecting  officer  of  Buch  taxing 
district,  in  any  court   having  jurisdiction  in  civil  ca  the 

amount  thereof,  and  such  action  may  be  commenced  by  a  writ 
of  attachment,  which  shall  issue  npoo  the  filing  in  Buch  court 
of  the  affidavit  of  the  collecting  officer,  showing  a  cause  of 
forfeiture  under  this  act;  the  subsequent  proceedings  in  said 
cause  shall  be  regulated  and  conducted  in  the  same  manner 
that  suits  by  attachment  against  non-resident  or  absconding 
debtors  are  conducted  ;  the  said  penalty  shall  be  preferred 
before  all  other  debts  or  claims  proved  or  preferred  in  such 
action  ;  any  mistake  in  the  name  of  the  owner  of  the  said 
goods  or  merchandise  shall  not  aSect  the  right  to  recover  such 
penalty  by  an  attachment  and  sale  of  such  stock. " 

••  An  act  to  enable  townships  to  create  and  maintain  a  sink- 
ing fund. 

Approved  April  20,  1885. 
P.  L  .  1885,  p.  259. 
S.  Rev.,  1079,  S.  258. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessor  or  assessors  of  said 
township,  of  the  receiver  of  taxes  or  other  proper  officer,  in 
preparing  the  notices  of  taxes  required  by  law,  to  assess, 
specify  and  keep  separate  and  distinct  from  other  items,  the 
amount  assessed  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  upon  the 
bonded  debt  of  said  township,  which  amount  shall  be  specific- 
ally assessed  and  collected  and  described  as  interest  on  sinking 
fund  debt." 

'•  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concerning 
taxes,'  approved  April  fourteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-six. 

Approved  March  17,  1SS7. 
P.  L..  1887,  p.  33. 

That  all  houses,  cottages  and  other  buildings  which  are  per- 
sonal property,  shall  be  assessed  and  taxed  in  the  taxing  district 
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where  the  same  are  situated,  in  the  Lame  of  the  owner  thereof, 
if  he  is  known,  and  if  he  is  unknown,  then  in  the  name  of  the 
occupant  of  the  same  or  of  the  owner  of  the  land  whereon  the 
same  are  situated  ;  and  the  taxes  levied  upon  such  houses, 
cottages  and  buildings  may  be  collected  in  the  same  manner  as 
taxes  on  other  personal  property  are  collected." 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concerning 
taxes,'  approved  April  fourteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-six. 

Approved  April  13,  1S87. 
P.  L.,  1SS7,  p.  163. 

That  all  moneys  on  deposit  or  hereafter  deposited  in  the 
court  of  chancery,  which  are  or  shall  be  invested  upon  any 
security,  and  all  moneys  that  are  or  shall  be  deposited  therein, 
and  which  shall  have  remained  uninvested,  for  the  period  of  six 
months  from  the  date  of  the  deposit  thereof,  and  all  real  and 
personal  estate  now  held  or  that  shall  hereafter  be  held  by  the 
said  court  or  any  officer  or  appointee  thereof,  or  by  the  chan- 
cellor in  his  official  capacity,  belonging  to  any  individual, 
partnership  or  corporation,  or  in  which  any  individual,  partner- 
ship or  corporation  has  or  may  have  the  beneficial  interest, 
shall  be  subject  to  taxation  at  the  full  and  actual  value  thereof 
as  other  money  and  real  and  personal  estate  is  or  may  be  taxed 
according  to  the  laws  of  this  State. 

That  all  boards  and  officers  charged  with  the  duty  of  assess- 
ing persons  or  property  for  taxation  shall  assess  all  persons  and 
corporations  owning  or  having  the  beneficial  interest  in  such 
money  or  other  personal  property  or  estate,  and  residing  or 
located  in  the  respective  cities,  towns  and  other  taxing  districts 
of  this  State,  for  and  on  account  of  such  money  and  other 
personal  property  or  estate  at  and  according  to  the  respective 
interests  therein  of  such  persons  and  corporations;  and  in  all 
cases  where  the  owners  or  parties  having  the  beneficial  interest 
in  such  money  or  other  personal  property  or  estate  are  non- 
residents of  this  State,  the  taxes  thereon  or  on  account  thereof 
shall  be  assessed  and  paid  in  the  city,  town  or  other  taxing 
district  where  the  same  is  held  or  deposited  at  the  time  when 
assessments  for  taxation  are  made." 
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"  An  act  respecting  the  taxation  of  personal  tangible  prop- 
erty used  in  connection  with  any  business  or  employment. 

Approved  March  1,  1888. 
P.  L .,  1888,  p.  119. 

That  all  personal  tangible  property  used  by  the  owner  or 
owners,  or  by  any  lessee,  employee  or  agent  for  such  owner  or 
owners,  in  connection  with  any  business  or  employment,  unless 
such  business  or  employment  is  only  temporary,  shall  be 
assessed  for  taxes  at  the  place  and  within  the  taxing  district 
where  such  business  or  employment  is  carried  on  or  conducted, 
and  not  elsewhere,  and  shall  remain  a  lien  on  the  same  for  the 
term  of  one  year  from  date  of  assessment ;  provided,  nothing 
in  this  act  shall  apply  to  the  assessing  of  ships  or  sea-going 
vessels." 

"  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  Supplement  to  an  act 
entitled  'An  act  concerning  taxes,'  approved  April  fourteenth, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six,'  which  said  sup- 
plemental act  was  approved  April  sixteenth,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty -six. 

Approved  February  11,  18SS. 
P.  L.,  1888,  p.  21. 

That  section  one  of  said  supplemental  act,  approved  April 
sixteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-six,  and 
which  said  section  now  reads  as  follows  : 

'  That  hereafter  there  shall  not  be  assessed  upon  any  inhabi- 
tant of  this  State  more  than  one  poll  tax  in  any  one  year, 
except  in  districts  where  a  poll  tax  is  levied  for  school  pur- 
poses,' be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  so  that  henceforth 
the  said  section  shall  read  as  follows,  to  wit : 

That  hereafter  there  shall  not  be  assessed  upon  any  inhabi- 
tant of  this  State  more  than  one  poll  tax  in  any  year,  except  in 
districts  where  a  poll  tax  is  levied  for  school  purposes,  which 
said  tax  shall  be  assessed  by  the  assessors  and  collected  by  the 
collectors  of  the  several  townships  of  this  State  respectively  ; 
provided,  however,  that  where  any  incorporated  city,  town  or 
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borough  is  comprised  within  the  territorial  limits  of  any  town- 
ship, and  the  governing  body  of  any  such  incorporated  city, 
town  or  borough  shall,  in  any  year  or  years,  pursuant  to  its 
charter  or  act  of  incorporation,  or  any  supplement  thereto, 
impose  a  poll  tax  upon  the  inhabitants  of  such  city,  town  or 
borough,  such  tax  shall,  within  the  corporate  limits  of  such 
city,  town  or  borough,  be  assessed  and  collected  by  the  assessor 
and  collector  of  such  incorporated  city,  town  or  borough,  to 
and  for  the  use  of  such  city,  town  or  borough ;  and  no  other 
poll  tax  (except  for  school  purposes)  shall,  in  any  such  year  or 
years  as  aforesaid,  be  assessed  upon  or  collected  from  the 
inhabitants  of  any  such  city,  town  or  borough  by  the  assessor 
and  collector  of  any  township  within  the  territorial  limits  of 
which  any  such  city,  town  or  borough  may  be  included." 

"  An  act  respecting  taxes. 

Approved  February  26,  1879. 
r\  L.,  1879,  p.  54,  S.  1. 

That  the  taxes  assessed  on  entailed  property,  or  property 
held  in  trust,  or  for  life,  shall  be  paid  out  of  income  from  such 
property,  or  by  the  person  or  persons  having  the  present  bene- 
ficial interest  therein  ;  but  in  case  the  taxes  so  assessed  shall  be 
upon  real  estate,  and  the  person  or  persons  holding  said  real 
estate  in  trust  or  having  a  beneficial  interest  therein  shall  fail 
to  pay  the  taxes,  the  taxes  assessed  or  laid  thereon  shall  be  a 
lien  on  said  real  estate." 

"  Supplement  to  'An  act  respecting  taxes.' 

Approved  March  2,  1883. 

P.  L.,  18S3,  p.  52. 

S.  Kev.,  p.  1019,  S.  167. 

That  section  one  of  '  An  act  respecting  taxes,'  which  was 
approved  February  twenty-sixth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-nine,  be  so  amended  as  to  read  as  follows,  to  wit : 

(That  the  taxes  assessed  on  entailed  property,  or  property 
held  in  trust,  or  for  life,  shall  be  paid  out  of  income  from  such 
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property,  or  by  the  person  or  persons  having  the  present  bene- 
ficial interest  therein  ;  and  the  person  or  persona  whose  duty  it 
may  be  to  pay  such  income  may  pay  said  taxes,  and  the  amount 
thus  paid  may  be  deducted  from  the  income  on   presenting 

the  party  receiving  the  income  the  collector's  receipt  for  the 
said  taxes;  but  in  case  the  taxes  so  assessed  shall  be  on  real 
estate,  and  the  person  or  persons  holding  said  real  estate  in 
trust,  or  having  a  beneficial  interest  therein,  shall  fail  to  pay 
the  taxes,  the  taxes  assessed  or  laid  thereon  shall  be  a  lien  on 
sai<l  real  estate./' 


•'  A  general  act  concerning  taxes. 

Approved  March  10,  1891. 

P.  L.,  1891,  p.  192,  S.  4,5,  6,  7. 


(4.)  That  the  assessor  or  other  taxing  officer  making  the 
assessment  of  real  estate  subject  to  taxation,  shall  enter  in  a 
separate  list  a  description  of  all  cemeteries,  churches  and  public 
buildings  and  other  real  estate  exempt  from  taxation,  together 
with  the  name  of  the  person  or  persons  or  corporation  owning 
the  same,  and  lie  shall  value  such  buildings,  property,  lots  and 
tracts  of  land  at  their  true  value  in  the  same  manner  as  other 
real  estate,  and  in  each  case  he  snail  state  the  ground  of  exemp- 
tion ;  the  assessor  or  other  taxing  officer  shall  be  entitled  to 
receive  the  same  compensation  per  name  for  making  such  list, 
and  in  the  same  manner  as  he  is  now  entitled  to  receive  for 
assessing  taxes  under  the  laws  of  this  Sta.e. 

(5.)  That  lands  occupied  by  a  person  other  than  the  owner 
may  be  assessed  to  the  owner,  or  as  the  lands  of  non-residents, 
if  owned  by  such  ;  and  that  unoccupied  lands  not  owned  by  a 
person  residing  in  the  taxing  district  shall  be  denominated 
lands  of  non  residents,  and  shall  be  assessed  as  such ;  and  that 
no  tax  on  real  estate  shall  be  void  in  consequence  of  any  lands 
being  erroneously  classed  or  omitted  from  classification  as  the 
lands  of  non-residents  or  as  the  lands  of  unknown  owners,  nor 
in  consequence  of  any  omission  of  or  mistake  in  the  name  of 
the  rightful  owner,  in  the  assessment  list  or  roll,  but  in  such 
case  no  such  tax  shall  be  collected  except  from  the  real  estate 
assessed. 
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(6.)  That  the  tax  on  visible  personal  estate  shall  be  assessed 
in  and  for  the  township,  ward  or  taxing  district  where  such 
property  is  found ;  the  tax  on  other  personal  estate  shall  be 
assessed  on  eacli  inhabitant  in  the  township,  ward  or  taxing 
district  where  he  resides  as  of  the  day  prescribed  by  law  for 
commencing  the  assessment  for  each  year,  and  all  real  estate 
shall  be  assessed  in  the  township,  ward  or  taxing  district  in 
which  the  same  may  be  situated ;  when  the  line  between  two 
taxing  districts  divides  a  farm  or  a  lot  owned  or  possessed  by 
the  person  taxed,  the  same  shall  be  taxed,  if  occupied,  in  the 
taxing  district  in  which  the  occupant  resides,  and  if  unoccupied, 
each  part  thereoi  shall  be  assessed  to  the  owner  thereof,  in  the 
taxing  district  in  which  the  same  may  be,  and  this,  whether 
such  division  line  be  a  township,  ward  or  county  line  ;  and 
personal  estate  belonging  to  non-residents  may  be  assessed 
either  to  the  owner  or  to  the  person  in  possession  or  charge 
thereof  whenever  the  owner  of  personal  property  in  two  or 
more  taxing  districts  is  entitled  to  a  deduction  for  debts  in 
excess  of  the  assessed  value  of  his  personal  estate  in  the  taxing 
district  where  he  resides,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  have  such 
further  deduction  as  is  or  may  be  allowed  by  law  made  from 
the  assessed  value  of  his  personal  estate  in  the  other  taxing 
districts  wherein  he  may  own  personal  estate ;  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  board  hereby  created  to  prescribe,  by  rules,  the 
manner  in  which  such  deductions  shall  be  claimed  and  allowed. 

(7)  That  every  person  shall  be  assessed  for  all  personal  estate 
in  his  possession  or  under  his  control,  as  trustee,  guardian, 
executor,  administrator  or  in  any  other  representative  or  fidu- 
ciary capacity,  in  the  same  manner  as  other  persons  are  assessed, 
and  where  a  person  is  so  assessed  as  trustee,  guardian,  executor, 
administrator  or  in  any  other  representative  or  fiduciary 
capacity,  he  shall  be  assessed  as  such  with  the  addition  to  his 
name  of  his  representative  character,  and  such  assessment  shall 
be  carried  out  on  a  separate  line  from  his  individual  assess- 
ment ;  and  in  cases  where  the  same  property  is  held  by  several 
trustees,  guardians,  executors,  administrators  or  other  repre- 
sentatives or  fiduciaries,  only  one  of  them  shall  be  taxed  for 
the  same ;  and  such  property  shall  be  assessed  in  the  hands  of 
such  one  of  said  executors,  guardians,  trustees,  administrators, 
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representatives  or  fiduciaries  as  have  actual  possession  or  con- 
trol of  such  property,  if  such  person  is  known  to  or  can  on 
reasonable  search  be  ascertained  by  the  assessor  or  other  taxing 
officer;  otherwise  such  property  may  be  assessed  in  the  name 
of  any  one  of  such  trustees,  guardians,  executors,  administrators, 
representatives  or  fiduciaries." 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concerning 
taxes,'  approved  April  fourteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-six. 

Approved  March  30,  1892. 
P.  L.,  1892,  p.  378,  S.  1. 

That  where  a  farm  or  tract  of  land  lying  adjacent  to  lands 
upon  which  the  owner  resides  shall  be,  or  may  heretofore,  since 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-one,  have  been  acquired 
by  such  owner,  by  transfer  separate  from  the  transfer  by  which 
he  acquired  the  land  on  which  he  resides,  such  farm  or  tract  so 
acquired  shall  not,  by  reason  of  the  change  of  ownership,  be 
assessed  in  the  township  where  such  owner  resides,  but  shall 
be  assessed  in  the  township  where  the  same  is  situate." 

"  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  A  supplement  to  an  act 
entitled  '  An  act  concerning  taxes,'  approved  April  fourteenth, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six,  which  said  supple- 
ment was  approved  April  sixteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eighty-six. 

Approved  April  17,  1891. 
P.  L.,  1891,  p.  495. 

That  section  one  of  the  act  of  which  this  is  amendatory  be 
and  the  same  is  amended  so  that  it  shall  read  as  follows : 

1.  That  hereafter  there  shall  not  be  assessed  upon  any 
inhabitant  of  this  State  more  than  one  poll  tax  in  any  one 
year." 

"  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  A  further  act  concerning 
taxes,    making   the   same  a  first   lien    on   real   estate  and  to 
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authorize  sales  for  the  same,'  approved  March  fourteenth,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-nine. 

Approved  March  12,  18S0. 
P.  L.,  18S0,  p.  286,  S.  8. 
S.  Rev.,  p.  994. 

That  it  shall  not  be  necessary  to  advertise  for  sale,  or  to 
issue  warrant,  or  to  sell  any  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or 
real  estate  purchased  by  '  The  inhabitants  of  the  township '  for 
non-payment  of  any  taxes  laid,  assessed  or  imposed  subsequent 
to  the  taxes  for  which  said  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or 
real  estate  were  sold  and  purchased  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
township,  but  that  such  subsequent  taxes  shall  be  and  remain  a 
first  lien  on  said  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or  real  estate, 
added  to  the  original  purchase  money,  and  shall  be  paid  to  such 
township  before  such  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or  real 
estate  can  be  redeemed." 

"  An  act  to  repeal  certain  supplements  to  an  act  entitled 
'  An  act  relative  to  the  publication  of  the  laws  of  this  State  in 
the  newspapers,'  approved  April  twenty  first,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

Approved  March  9,  18S2. 
P.  L.,  1882,  p.  72. 
S.  Rev ,  p.  995,  S.  80. 

That  section  eight  of  the  above  supplementary  act  be 
amended  to  read  as  follows  : 

That  it  shall  not  be  necessary  to  advertise  for  sale,  or  to 
issue  warrant,  or  to  sell  any  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or 
real  estate  purchased  by  '  The  inhabitants  of  the  township '  for 
non-payment  of  any  taxes  laid,  assessed  or  imposed  subsequent 
to  the  taxes  for  which  said  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or 
real  estate  were  sold  and  purchased  by  '  The  inhabitants  of  the 
township,'  but  that  such  subsequent  taxes  shall  be  assessed  in 
the  name  or  names  of  the  owners  of  said  lands,  tenements, 
hereditaments  or  real  estate,  as  if  no  sale  for  taxes  had  been 
made  or  taken  place,  and  such  taxes  so  assessed  shall  be  and' 


remain  a  first  lien  on  said  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or 

real  estate,  added  to  the  original  purchase  money,  and  shall 
paid  to  such  township  before  such  lands,  tenements,  heredita- 
ments or  real   estate  can   he  redeemed;  and  the  assessor  and 
collect  >r   shall  each  be  entitled  to  receive,  for  assessing  and 
collecting  the  said  tax-  >■  to  which  they 

would  be  entitled  by  law  in  case  the  said  lands,  tenemei 
hereditaments  or  real  estate  had  nut  been  sold  for  taxe>." 

Sec.  109.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  taxation  on  the  proper 

in  each  township  and  taxing  district    within  the  same  shall  be  Rite  of  assess- 

,  .  -,    .  ment. 

made  at  such  rates  per  dollar  as  will  be  sufficient  to  produce 
the  sum  required  to  be  assessed,  together  with  the  addition 
thereto  of  ten   per  centum,  to  meet  contingencies,  with  the 

ment  and  collection,  after  deducting  the  poll  tax 
and  other  certainties,  to  which  shall  be  added  any  deficiencies 
in  the  last  year's  tax. 

Sec.  110.     And  be  it  enacted,  The  assessor  of  every  town- 
ship or  ward  in  this  State,   shall,  between  the  twentieth  day  of  „ 

*  J  When  assessor 

May  and  the  third  Monday   in  August,  annually,  ascertain  by  a°id  c^™en£; 

diligent  inquiry,  and  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  persons l^£j^t    as~ 

to  be  assessed,  and,  if  necessary,  of  other  persons,  according  to 

the  best  of  his  ability,  and  according  to  his  own  judgment  after 

examination  and  inquiry,   the  names  of  all  persons  taxable  in 

their  respective  townships  or  wards,   and  the  actual  value  of 

all  the  property,  real  and  personal,  taxable  therein,  and  shall 

make  out  an  exact  list  of  all  the  said  persons  and  take  a  true 

account  of  the  said  names,  by  which  all  assessments  during  the 

said  year  shall  be  regulated  and  made ;  and  every  inhabitant 

of  the  township  shall,  on  application  of  the  assessor,  forthwith 

render  a  full  and  true  account  of  his  name  and  his  ratable  lands, 

chattels,  effects  and  estates  as  aforesaid,  and  when  required  by 

the  assessor  said  inhabitant  shall  verify  the  same  bv  affidavit, 

and  in  case  anv  inhabitant  of  the  township  or  ward  shall  refuse  from  owner  of 

■  x  property     sub- 

to  swear  or  affirm  and  answer  in  regard  to  all  the  particulars  of  J^1  to  assess- 

D  L  ment  a  true  ac- 

his  property,   when   so  requested  by  said  assessor,  or  in  caseC0UDt  of    the 
such  inhabitant  cannot  be  found  by  the  assessor  after  a  diligent 
search,   it   shall   be   the  duty  of  said  assessor  to  estimate  his 
property  at  the  highest  value  he  has  reason  to  suppose  it  may 
be  placed. 
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Sec.  111.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
H^bd^icate  the   said   assessors,  in  making  their  assessments,  to  make  out 
their  duplicate  so  as  to  show  in  separate  and  distinct  columns 
the  following  items : 

The  names  of  all  persons  and  corporations  assessed. 

The  number  of  acres  and  lots  of  land  and  appurtenances 
assessed  to  each  person  or  corporation. 

The  full  and  actual  value  of  such  land,  including  all  water 

power  thereon,  all  buildings  or  erections  thereon  or  affixed  to 

what  property  the  same,  trees  and  underwood  growing  thereon,  all  mines, 

to  be  assessed.  .  .  -,  i  -i       -i        _e   i        •  ■    *  n       .■% 

quarries,  peat  and  marl  beds,  fisheries,  and  all  other  property 
not  included  in  the  term  personality. 

The  full  and  actual  value  of  the  personal  estate  assessed  to 
each  one,  including  goods  and  chattels  of  every  kind,  steam- 
boats and  other  vessels,  money,  public  stocks,  and  stocks  in 
corporations,  and  all  other  property  not  included  in  the  term 
realty. 

The  amount  of  mortgages  held  by  each  person ;  provided, 
that  the  debt  secured  thereby  shall  be  claimed  as  a  deduction 
by  the  owner  of  the  land  described  in  the  mortgage,  and  such 
deduction  shall  be  allowed  by  the  assessor. 

The  amount  of  debts  due  and  owing  to  each  person  from  sol- 
vent debtors,  whether  on  contract,  note  or  book  account,  in  addi- 
tion to  debts  incurred  by  mortgage  as  aforesaid. 

The  net  value  assessed  to  each  person. 

The  rate  per  dollar  assessed. 

The  amount  assessed  to  each  person  for  state  tax. 

The  amount  assessed  to  each  person  for  county  tax. 

The  amount  assessed  to  each  person  for  township  tax. 

The  amount  of  tax  assessed  on  each  person  for  the  support 
of  the  poor. 

The  amount  of  tax  on  each  person  for  the  support  of  the 
public  schools. 

The  amount  of  tax  assessed  on  each  person  for  the  mainten- 
ance and  improvement  of  the  public  roads. 

The  amount  assessed  on  each  person  for  poll  tax ;  provided 
however  that  hereafter  there  shall  not  be  assessed  upon  any 
inhabitant  in  this  state  more  than  one  poll  tax  in  any  one 
year,  and  that  the  amount  assessed  shall  not  exceed  one  dollar ; 
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and  provided  also  tli;» t  no  insane  person,  idiot  or  pauper  shall 
be  liable  to  assessment  for  poll  tax. 

The  amount  assessed  to  each  person  for  dog  tax. 

The  amount  assessed  for  the  payment  of  interest  upon  the 
bonded  debt  of  the  township,  which  amount  shall  be  specifi- 
cally assessed  and  described  as  interest  on  sinking  fund  debt. 

The  amount  of  all  other  taxes  required  to  be  assessed  to  any 
person,  each  separately. 

And  the  said  assessors  shall  also  add  to  their  duplicate  by 
way  of  appendix  or  otherwise,  in  all  cases  where  real  estate  is 
taxed  to  any  person  from  whom  he  has  reason  to  suppose  it 
may  be  difficult  to  collect  the  tax  by  warrant  against  his  goods 
and  chattels  ;  a  designation  of  the  said  real  estate  by  such  short 
description  as  will  be  sufficient  to  ascertain  the  location  and  ex- 
tent thereof. 

For  all  of  which  purposes  designated  in  this  section,  and  for 
any  other  purpose  prescribed  by  this  act  or  any  other  act  of 
the  Legislature  of  this  State,  the  real  and  personal  property  of 
each  individual  and  corporation  in  the  several  townships  of 
this  State,  shall  be  liable  to  taxation  at  the  full  and  actual 
value  thereof  on  the  day  in  each  year  when  the  assessment  is 
to  commence,  provided  however,  that  all  property  of  any  rail- 
road, any  canal  company  used  for  railroad  and  canal  purposes, 
shall  not  be  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  act ;  and  provided 
also,  that  where  any  corporation  in  this  State  by  direction  of 
its  charter  pays  a  direct  State  tax  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
State,  the  property  of  such  corporation  shall  not  be  subject  to 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  except  to  the  extent  of  taxing  such 
real  or  personal  property  as  said  corporations  may  have  ob- 
tained since  the  date  of  their  charters  and  whicli  said  corpor- 
ations have  agreed,  as  required  by  law,  shall  be  subject  to  tax- 
ation, and  which  property  so  newly  acquired  is  not  used  for 
railroad  and  canal  purposes ;  and  provided  further  that  no  pro- 
perty, real  or  personal,  the  ownership  or  title  of  which  is  vested 
in  this  State,  or  in  any  county,  city,  township,  village,  borough 
or  ward  therein,  and  used  and  occupied  by  this  State,  or  for 
the  purposes  of  the  county,  city,  township,  village,  borough  or 
ward  in  which  such  property  may  be  situated  and  located,  and 
no  lands  covered  by  any  public  road  shall  be  assessed  or  liable 
to  taxation. 
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Sec.  112.     And  be  it  enacted  that  the  assessor  of  each  town- 
em  Terom  tax-  sn*P  making  the  assessment  of  real  estate  subject  to  taxation, 
ation  to  be  set  s}iar}  enter  in  a  separate  list  a  description  of  cemeteries,  churches 
and  public  buildings  and  other  real  estate  exempt  from  tax- 
ation, together  with  the  names  of  the  person  or  persons  or  cor- 
poration owning  the  same,  and    he  shall  value  such  buildings, 
property,  lots  and  tracts  of  land  at  their  true  value  in    the 
same  manner  as  other  real  estate,  and  in  each  case  he  shall 
state  the  ground  of  exemption,  and  he  shall  also  enter  in  a 
separate  list  the  names  of  each  person  owning  or  harboring  any 
dog  or  dogs,  bitch  or  bitches,  and  the  number  given  by  each 
owners    and  person  or  otherwise  ascertained  by  him,  and  said  Assessor  shall 

dogs  and  set  wi thin  ten  days  after  having  taken  the  annual  list  of  the  rat- 
up  the  same.  .  1  n  „     .  -iti  •      i_  ■ 

ables,  set  up  in  at  least  rive  of  the  most  public  places  in  Ins 
township,  printed  or  written  copies  of  said  Use  of  dogs  or 
bitches  and  their  owners  or  harborers. 

Sec.  113.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  said  assessors  to  assess  all  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments 

Against  whom  ' 

and  what  real  anc[  rea\  estate,  in  the  name  of  the  owners  thereof,  and  all  real 

estate  to  be  as-  7 

sessed.  estate  shall  be  assessed  in  the  township,  ward  or  taxing  district 

in  which  the  same  is  situated  ;  when  the  line  between  two  tax- 
ing districts  divides  a  farm  or  a  lot  owned  or  possessed  by  the 
person  taxed,  the  same  shall  be  taxed,  if  occupied  in  the  tax- 
ing district  in  which  the  occupant  resides,  and,  if  unoccupied, 
each  part  thereof  shall  be  assessed  to  the  owner  thereof  in  the 
taxing  district  in  which  the  same  may  be,  and  this,  whether 
such  division  line  be  a  township,  ward  or  county  line,  and 
no  tax  on  real  estate  shall  be  void  in  consequence  of  any  lands 
being  erroneously  classed  or  omitted  from  classification 
as  the  lands  of  non-residents,  or  as  the  lands  of  unknown  own- 
ers, nor  in  consequence  of  any  omission  of  or  mistake  in  the 
name  of  the  rightful  owner  in  the  assessment  list  or  roll,  but 
in  such  cases  no  such  tax  shall  be  collected  except  from  the 
real  estate  assessed. 

Sec.  114.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  where  a  farm  or  tract  of 
land  lying  adjacent  to  lands  upon  which  the  owner  resides  shall 
be,  or  may  heretofore  since  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty-one,  have  been  acquired  by  such  owner,  by  transfer 
separate  from  the  transfer  by  which  he  acquired  the  land  on 


Ibid.  S.  113. 
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which  he  resides,  such  farm  or  tract  so  acquired  shall  not,  by 
reason  of  the  change  of  ownership,  be  assessed  in  the  township 
where  such  owner  resides,  but  shall  be  assessed  in  the  township 
where  the  same  is  situate. 

Sec.  115.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  tax  on  visible  per- 
sonal estate  shall  be  assessed  In  and  for  the  township,  ward  or  Against  whom 

.  aDd  where  per- 

taxing  district  where  such  property  is  found,  the  tax  on  other  sonai  estate  to 

0  i  .    ,        .  .        ,  be  assessed. 

personal  estate  shall  be  assessed  on  each  inhabitant  in  the  town- 
ship, ward  or  taxing  district  where  he  resides,  as  of  the  day 
prescribed  by  this  act  for  commencing  the  assessment  for  each 
year ;  and  personal  estate  belonging  to  non-residents  may  be  as- 
sessed either  to  the  owner  or  to  the  person  in  possession  or 
charge  thereof. 

Sec.  116.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  personal  tangible  Ibid  s  115 
property  used  by  the  owner  or  owners  or  by  any  lessee,  em- 
ployee or  agent  for  such  owner  or  owners,  in  connection  with 
any  business  or  employment,  unless  such  business  or  employ- 
ment is  only  temporary,  shall  be  assessed  for  taxes  at  the  place 
and  within  the  taxing  district  where  such  business  or  employ- 
ment is  carried  on  or  conducted,  and  not  elsewhere,  and  shall 
remain  a  lien  on  the  same  for  the  term  of  one  year  from  the 
date  of  assessment ;  provided  nothing  in  this  act  shall  apply  to 
the  assessing  of  ships  or  sea-going  vessels. 

Sec.  117.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  any  person, 
firm  or  corporation  shall,  subsequently  to  the  time  fixed  by 
this  act  for  the  completion  of  the  annual  valuation  and  assess-   How  personal 

J  ,    ro roper ty   bro't 

ment  for  local  taxes  in  any  township  or  taxing  district  in  this  ^|°ri*t  ta^f 
State,  bring  or  send  into  such  township  or  taxing  district  any '^completion 
stock  of  goods  or  merchandise,  to  be  sold  or  disposed  of  in  a  ^f Issessel.ha11 
place  of  business  temporarily  occupied  for  their  sale,  without 
the  intention  of  engaging  in  permanent  trade  in  such  place, 
the  owner,  consignee  or  persona  in  charge  of  the  said  goods  or 
merchandise  shall  immediately  notify  the  local  assessor  or  board 
of  assessors ;  and  thereupon  the  assessor  or  board  of  assessors, 
as  the   case  may  be,  shall  at  once  proceed  to  value  the  said 
stock  of  goods  and  merchandise  at  its  true  value,  and  upon 
such  valuation  the  said  owner,  consignee  or  person  in   charge 
shall  pay  to  the  collector  of  taxes  of  the  township  a  tax  at  the 
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rate  assessed  for  state,  county  and  local  purposes  in  the  town- 
ship in  the  year  then  current,  and  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  sell 
or  dispose  of  any  such  goods  or  merchandise  as  aforesaid  in 
such  township  until  the  assessor  or  board  of  assessment  shall 
have  been  so  notified  as  aforesaid,  and  the  tax  assessed  thereon 
duly  paid  to  the  collector. 

Sec.  118.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  case  any  such  owner, 
How  taxes  so  consignee  or  person  in  charge  of  such  stock  of  goods  and  mer- 
beScoifecte™ay  chandise  as  is  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  section,  shall  fail  or 
neglect  to  notify  the  proper  assessor  or  board  of  assessment,  or 
to  pay  the  said  tax  as  is  herein  required,  or  shall  proceed  to  sell 
or  dispose  of  such  stock,  or  any  portion  thereof,  before  the 
payment  of  the  tax  levied  on  account  thereof,  the  owner 
of  such  goods  or  merchandise  shall  forfeit  to  such  township  a 
sum  equal  to  twice  the  amount  of  tax  assessable  as  aforesaid 
on  account  of  such  stock ;  such  forfeiture  may  be  lecovered  in 
an  action  upon  contract  in  the  name  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
township,  for  the  use  of  the  township,  in  any  Court  having 
jurisdiction  in  civil  causes  to  the  amount  thereof,  and  such 
action  may  be  commenced  by  a  writ  of  attachment  which  shall 
issue  upon  the  filing  in  such  Court  of  the  affidavit  of  the  town- 
ship collector,  showing  a  cause  of  forfeiture  under  this  act ; 
the  subsequent  proceedings  in  such  cause  shall  be  regulated 
and  conducted  in  the  same  manner  that  suits  by  attachments 
against  non-resident  or  absconding  debtors  are  conducted  ;  the 
penalty  shall  be  preferred  before  all  other  debts  or  claims 
proved  or  preferred  in  such  action ;  any  mistake  in  the  name 
of  the  owner  of  the  goods  or  merchandise  shall  not  affect  the 
right  to  recover  such  penalty  by  an  attachment  and  sale  of 
such  stock. 

Sec.  119.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  no  mortgage  or  debt 

secured  thereby  shall  be  assessed  for  taxation  unless  a  deduction 

How    mort-  therefor  shall  be  claimed  by  the  owner  of  the  land  and  allowed 

gages  are  to  be  J 

assessed.  \yy  £]ie  assessor ;  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessors  aforesaid 
to  assess  all  mortgages  or  debts  secured  thereby,  when  so 
claimed  and  allowed  as  a  deduction  for  debt  by  said  assessors, 
to  the  holder  or  owner  of  the  mortgage  in  the  township  or  tax- 
ing district  where  the  lands  in  the  mortgage  described  are 
situate. 
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Sec.  120.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  houses,  cottages  and 
other  buildings  which  are  personal   property,  shall  be  assessed    Houses,  cot- 

°  m  §        (  r      *         »  '  tages  and  other 

and  taxed  in  the  taxing:  district  or  township  where  the  same builfJinKSVVhicl] 

°  *  are     personal 

are  situated,  in  the  name  of  the  owner  thereof,  if  lie  is  known,  property, 
and  if  he  is  unknown,  then  in  the  name  of  the  occupant  of  the 
same  or  of  the  owner  of  the  land  whereon  the  same  is  situated. 

Sec.  121.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  assessors  aforesaid  to  make  the  assessment  of  taxes  on  en-  ibid.  s.  120. 
tailed  property  or  properties  held  in  trust,  or  for  life  to  the 
person  or  persons  having  the  present  beneficiary  interest  there- 
in, which  taxes  when  so  assessed  shall  be  paid  by  said  benefi- 
ciary out  of  the  income  from  such  property  ;  and  the  person  or 
persons  whose  duty  it  may  be  to  pay  such  income,  may  pay 
said  taxes,  and  the  amount  thus  paid,  may  be  deducted  from 
the  income  on  presenting  to  the  party  receiving  the  income 
the  collector's  receipt  for  the  said  taxes ;  but  in  case  the  said 
taxes  so  assessed  shall  be  on  real  estate,  and  the  person  or  per- 
sons holding  said  real  estate  in  trust  or  having  a  beneficiary  in- 
terest therein,  shall  fail  to  pay  the  taxes,  the  taxes  assessed  or 
levied  thereon  shall  be  a  lien  on  said  real  estate. 

Sec.  122.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  every  person  shall  be 
assessed  for  all  personal  estate  in  his  possession  or  under  his 
control,  as  trustee,  guardian,  executor,  administrator,  or  in  any 
other  representative  or  fiduciary  capacity,  in  the  same  manner  "owr[oas^e^ 
as  other  persons  are  assessed,  and  where  a  person  is  so  assessed ia  trust- 
as  trustee,  guardian,  executor,  administrator,  or  in  any  other 
representative  or  fiduciary  capacity,  he  shall  be  assessed  as  such 
with  the  addition  to  his  name  of  his  representative  character, 
and  such  assessment  shall  be  carried  out  on  a  separate  line  from 
his  individual  assessment ;  and  in  cases  where  the  same  pro- 
perty is  held  by  several  trustees,  guardians,  executors,  adminis- 
trators or  other  representatives  or  fiduciaries,  only  one  of  them 
shall  be  taxed  for  the  sime,  and  such  property  shall  be  assessed 
in  the  hands  of  such  one  of  said  executors,  guardians,  trustees, 
administrators,  representatives  or  fiduciaries,  as  have  actual 
possession  or  control  of  such  property,  if  such  person  is  known 
to,  or  can  on  reasonable  search  be  ascertained  by  the  assessor  or 
other  taxing  officer ;  otherwise  such  property  may  be  assessed 
in  the  name  of  any  one  of  such  trustees,  guardians,  executors, 
administrators,  representatives  or  fiduciaries. 
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Sec.  123      And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  moneys  now  on  de- 
How  to  assess  posit,  or  hereafter  deposited  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  which 

moneys  cleposi- x  r  J  ' 

oefdChaQceCrvUrt  are'  or  sna^  ^e  mvested  upon  any  security,  and  all  moneys  that 
are  or  shall  be  deposited  therein,  and  which  shall  have  remain- 
ed uninvested  for  the  period  of  six  months  from  the  date  of 
the  deposit  thereof,  and  all  real  and  personal  estate  now  held, 
or  that  shall  hereafter  be  held  by  the  said  Court  or  any  officer 
or  appointee  thereof,  or  by  the  Chancellor  in  his  official  capa- 
city, belonging  to  any  individual,  partnership  or  corporation, 
or  in  which  any  individual  partnership  or  corporation  has,  or 
may  have  the  beneficial  interest,  shall  be  subject  to  taxation  at 
the  full  and  actual  value  thereof,  as  other  money  and  real  and 
personal  estate  is  or  may  be  taxed  as  prescribed  by  this  act  or 
any  other  statute  of  this  State. 

Sec    124.     And  be   it  enacted,  That  whenever  any  rnort- 
How  to  assess  gage  given  to  the  Chancellor  in  his  official  capacity  or  to  the 
to°theCha™eei-  State  of  New  Jersey  to  secure  the  investment  of  money  de- 
capacity,  or  to  posited  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  has  been  claimed  for  deduc- 
New  Jersey,     tiou  f rom  taxation  by  the  owner  of  the  land  described  therein, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessor  of  any  township  to  deduct 
from  the  taxable  property  for  which  any  person  shall  be  assess- 
ed, the  debt  due  and  owing  from  such  person  upon  such  mort- 
gage as  aforesaid,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessor  to 
assess  such  mortgage  in  the  township  where  the  lands  in  the 
said  mortgage  described  are  situate,  to  the  person  or  persons 
having  the  beneficiary  interest  in  said  mortgage,  or  who  may 
be  entitled  to  have  the  income  or  interest  thereof  at  the  time 
of  such  assessment,  whether  such  person  or  persons  reside  in 
this  State  or  not. 

Sec.  125.    .And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  corporations  regu- 
where  to  assess  larly  doing  business  in  this  State  and  not  being  corporations  of 

foreign  corpor-    .  .     _,  .  ,  ...  ..  .  it  i      • 

ations.  this  State,  (except  tire,  lire,  accident,  marine  and  live  stock  in- 

surance companies,  which  pay  a  tax  directly  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,)  and  agents  doing  business  in  this  State,  shall  be  as- 
sessed for  the  amount  of  capital  usually  employed  in  this 
State  in  the  doing  of  the  business  of  said  foreign  corporation 
(and  which  is  not  otherwise  taxed)  in  the  township  or  ward 
where  such  business  is  usually  carried  on  and  transacted. 

Sec.  120.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  officers  charged  with 
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the  duty  of  assessing  persons  or  property  for  taxation,  shall 

assess  all  persons  and  corporations  owning  or  having  the  bene-    where  to  as- 

1  r  a  a  se8S     personal 

ficial  interest  in  any  money  or  other  personal  property  orrSsfdentf  noa" 
estate,  and  residing  or  located  in  the  respective  townships  or  tax- 
ing districts  within  the  same,  for,  and  on  account  of  such  money 
and  other  personal  property  or  estate,  at  and  according  to  the 
respective  interests  therein  of  such  persons  or  corporations; 
and  in  all  cases  where  the  owners  or  parties  having  the  benefi- 
cial interest  in  such  money  or  other  personal  property  or  estate 
are  nonresidents  of  this  State,  the  taxes  thereon  or  on  account 
thereof  shall  be  assessed  and  paid  in  the  township  or  taxing 
district  where  the  same  is  held  or  deposited  at  the  time  when 
assessments  for  taxation  are  made. 

Sec.  127.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  How  bank 
the  assessor  of  each  township  to  assess  to  each  person  owning,  |essed.to  be  as' 
or  having  in  his  possession  or  control  as  guardian,  trustee,  ex- 
ecutor or  administrator,  any  shares  of  any  National  Bank  in 
this  State,  or  any  bank  organized  under  the  laws  of  this  State, 
in  the  township  where  such  person  shall  reside ;  and  in  case 
said  owner,  trustee,  guardian,  executor  or  administrator  shall 
be  a  non-resident  of  this  State,  then,  and  in  that  case,  such 
banks  shall  be  assessed  to  the  amount  of  such  shares  so  owned 
or  held  by  non-residents  as  aforesaid,  in  the  township  or  ward 
where  the  banking  house  is  located. 

Sec.  128.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  How.t0 assess 
said  assessors  to  assess  all  partnership  property  at  its  full  value  ^0pe1rtyrshxp 
and  to  make  the  assessment  against  the  individual  members  of 
the  firm  for  the  value  of  their  interest  in  the  personal  property 
of  the  firm,  and  each  individual  may  make  out  a  statement  of 
the  debts  of  the  firm,  and  having  shown  his  proportion  of  them, 
may  claim  that,  as  the  measure  of  the  deduction  to  be  allowed 
him  from  the  valuation  of  his  entire  property,  upon  making, 
signing  and  delivering  to  the  assessor  the  affidavit,  required  by 
this  act  to  be  made  and  so  delivered  to  the  assessor  in  cases  of 
persons  claiming  deduction  for  debt  from  the  valuation  of  their 
property  in  cases  of  taxation. 

Sec.  129.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  assessors  aforesaid 
shall  assess  all  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or  real  estate  real  estate  soil 
sold  for  taxes,  and  purchased  by  the  township  committee  for  purchased  for 

a  tcnsliip. 


266 

the  benefit  of  the  township,  in  the  name  of  the  owner  or  own- 
ers, as  if  no  sale  for  taxes  had  been  made ;  and  it  shall  not  be 
necessary  to  advertise  for  sale,  or  to  issue  warrant,  or  to  sell 
any  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or  real  estate  so  puichased 
by  the  said  committee  for  any  taxes  so  assessed  subsequent  to  said 
purchase,  but  that  such  subsequent  taxes  shall  be,  and  remain 
a  first  lien  on  said  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or  real 
estate,  added  t}  the  original  purchase  money,  and  shall  be  paid 
to  such  township  before  such  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments 
or  real  estate  can  be  redeemed. 

Assessments      Sec.  130.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 

for    cost   of      .  ..  . 

lighting  roads  said  assessors  to  assess  all  sums  ot  money,  when  monies  are  or- 

£mci  streets 

dered  to  be  raised  by  taxation  by  the  inhabitants  of  any 
street  lamp  district  as  directed  by  this  act,  upon  the  taxable 
property  within  such  district,  in  the  same  manner  and  at  the 
same  time  township  taxes  are  assessed. 

forAsidtwSksts  Sec-  13L  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  said  assessors  to  assess  all  sums  of  money,  when  moneys 
are  ordered  to  be  raised  by  taxation  bj'  the  inhabitants  of  any 
sidewalk  district  as  directed  by  this  act,  upon  the  taxable  pro- 
perty within  such  district  iu  the  same  manner  and  at  the  same 
time  township  taxes  are  assessed. 

Assessments  Sec.  132.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
poses. re  pur"  said  assessors  to  assess  all  sums  of  money,  when  moneys  are  to 
be  raised  by  taxation  by  the  board  of  directors,  or  by  the  fire 
commissioners  of  any  incorporated  fire  districts  as  directed  by 
this  act,  upon  the  inhabitants  of  such  district  and  their  estates 
and  taxable  property  therein  in  the  same  manner  and  at  the 
same  time  township  taxes  are  assessed. 

Up  to  this  point  the  marginal  notes  indicate  the  several  new 
or  proposed  sections,  the  provisions  of  which  are  based  upon 
the  acts  and  parts  of  acts,  supplements  and  amendments 
quoted  under  the  title  of  'k  the  duties  and  powers  of  township 
assessors  of  taxes."  So  much  of  the  subject  as  follows  is  indi- 
cated under  distinctive  heads,  followed  by  the  present  legis- 
lation and  the  proposed  new  section  or  sections  suggested  by 
the  legislation  as  found. 
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MAKE  ASSESSMENTS  TO   SATISFY  EXECUTIONS. 

"  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  respecting  execu- 
tions,' approved  March  twenty-seventh,  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-four. 

Approved  March  27,  187S. 
P.  L.,  1878,  p.  182. 
S.  Rev.,  p.  290,  8.  1. 

That  when  any  executions  shall  be  issued  against  any  town, 
township,  borough  or  other  municipal  corporation  of  this 
State,  by  any  Court  authorized  to  issue  the  same,  upon  any 
judgment  against  such  town,  township,  borough  or  municipal 
corporation,  whether  upon  a  judgment  recovered  before  the 
passage  of  this  act  or  subsequent  thereto,  and  there  shall  be  no 
property  belonging  to  such  town,  township,  borough,  or  other 
municipal  corporation  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  same  whereon  to 
levy,  then  the  officer  authorized  to  execute  such  process  shall 
serve  a  copy  of  the  same,  not  only  on  the  collector  of  such 
town,  township,  borough  or  other  municipal  corporation,  as 'is 
now  required  by  law,  but  also  upon  the  assessor  thereof,  who 
is  by  law  required  to  assess  the  taxes  in  and  for  such  town, 
township,  borough  or  other  municipal  corporation  ;  and  upon 
receipt  of  such  copy  of  execution  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such 
assessor  to  assess  and  levy,  in  addition  to  the  regular  taxes,  the 
amount  due  upon  the  said  execution,  with  interest  to  the  time 
when  the  same  shall  be  paid  to  the  officer  serving  such  pro- 
cess, upon  all  the  property  within  such  town,  township, 
borough  or  other  municipal  corporation ;  and  this  tax  shall  be 
assessed  and  collected  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  man- 
ner and  under  the  same  conditions,  restrictions  and  regulations 
as  taxes  for  other  purposes  are  required  to  be  assessed  and  col- 
lected in  such  town,  township,  borough  or  municipal  corpor- 
ation, and  when  collected,  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  officer 
serving  the  said  process." 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  respect- 
ing executions,'  approved  March  twenty-seventh,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-four. 

Approved  March  7,  1881. 

P.  L.,  1881,  S.  1,  p.  80. 
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That  when  any  execution  shall  be  issued  against  any  school 
district  of  this  State,  or  against  the  trustees  of  any  such  school 
district  of  this  State,  or  agaiust  the  trustees  of  any  such  school 
district  as  a  body  corporate  representing  such  school  district, 
by  any  Court  authorized  to  issuethe  same,  whether  upon  a  judg- 
ment recovered  before  or  subsequent  to  the  passing  of  this  act, 
and  there  shall  be  no  property  belonging  to  said  school  district 
or  body  corporate  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  same  liable  to  be 
levied  on,  then  the  officer  authorized  to  execute  such  process, 
shall  serve  a  copy  of  the  same  upon  the  assessor  or  assessors  of 
the  township  or  townships  in  which  said  school  district  is  sit- 
uate, and  also  upon  the  collector  or  collectors  of  such  township 
or  townships;  and  upon  receipt  of  such  copy  or  copies,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  such  assessor  or  assessors  at  the  time  of  the 
next  regular  assessment  of  school  taxes  in  such  district,  to 
assess  and  levy  in  addition  to  said  regular  school  taxes,  the 
amount  due  upon  said  execution  with  interest  to  the  time  when 
the  same  shall  be  paid  to  the  officer  serving  such  process,  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  said  school  district  and  their  estate,  and  up- 
on the  taxable  property  therein  ;  and  this  tax  shall  be  assessed 
and  collected  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  manner  and 
under  t:.e  same  conditions,  restrictions  and  regulations  upon 
the  assessor  or  assessors,  collector  or  collectors,  as  other  taxes 
for  school  purposes  are  required  to  be  assessed  and  collected  in 
such  school  district ;  and  the  amount  of  this  tax  when  collected, 
shall  be  a  separate  fund,  and  shall  be  paid  over  by  the  collector 
of  the  township  in  which  such  school  district  shall  be  situate, 
or  if  such  school  district  be  situate  in  two  or  more  townships 
then  by  the  collector  of  that  township  in  which  the  fraction  of 
the  school  district  containing  the  school  house  is  situate3  to  the 
officer  serving  the  process." 

Sec.  133.     And  be  it  enacted,  When  any  execution  shall  be 

Make  assess- ^ssue<^  agamst  ailJ  township  in  this  State,  by  any  court  author- 

e'x'e cuTi^n ^ze<^  to  igsue  the  same,  upon  any  judgment  recovered  against 

|g1^nstatown"said  township,  and  there  shall  be  no  property  belonging  to  said 

township  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  same  whereon  to  levy,  then 

the  officer  authorized  to  execute  such  process  shall  serve  a 

copy  of  the  same  upon  the  assessor  thereof ;  and  upon  receipt 

of  such  copy  of  execution,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  assessor 


to  assess  and  levy,  in  addition  to  the  regular  taxes,  the  amount 
due  upon  tin.'  said  execution  with  interest  to  the  time  when  the 
same  shall  be  paid  to  the  officer  serving  such  process,  upon  all 
the  pr  perty  within  such  township,  at  the  same  time  and  in  the 
same  manner  as  other  taxes  are  assessed. 

Sec.  134.     And  be  it  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of    „  ,    „ 

**  -H&K6   &SSGSS" 

the  assessor  of  each  township  of  this  State  to  assess  all  addi-ment!;0„f^i;>f£ 

■i  execution 

tional  district  school  raxes  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  school  di8-{j££!||it**'hoo, 
trict  voting  and  ordering  the  same  to  be  raised,  and  upon  their 
estates  and  the  taxable  property  therein,  when  the  law  author- 
izing the  said  inhabitants  of  any  school  district  s.o  to  do,  has 
been  complied  with  ;  and,  whenever  any  execution  shall  be  is- 
sued against  any  school  district  of  this  State,  or  against  the 
trustees  of  any  such  school  district  by  any  court  authorized  to 
issue  the  same,  and  there  shall  be  no  property  belonging  to 
said  school  district  or  body  corporate  sufficient  to  satisfy  the 
same  to  be  levied  on,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessor  of  the 
township,  wherein  said  school  district  lies,  upon  receipt  of  a 
copy  of  said  execution  from  the  officer  authorized  to  execute 
the  same,  to  assess  the  amount  due  on  said  execution  at  the 
time  of  the  next  regular  assessment  of  school  taxes  in  that 
school  district,  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  school  district,  their 
estates  and  the  taxable  property  herein. 


WHAT  PERSONS    ARE  EXEMPT    FKOM    TAXATION,  TO    WHAT    EXTENT, 
AND  WHAT  IS  NIJ  E-SAEY  EVIDENCE  OF  SUCH  EXEMPTION. 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  Act  for  the 
Organization  of  the  National  Guard  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,'  approved  March  ninth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixty-nine. 

Approved  April  4,  1873. 
P.  L.,  1873,  p.  141,  S.  8. 
Rev.,  p.  696,  S.  114. 

That  in  addition  to  the  exemption  from  general  and  special 
poll  tax  now  allowed  by  law,  all  general  and  staff  officers,  all 
commissioned  and  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians  and 
privates  of  the  National  Guard  of  this  State,  shall  be  exempt- 
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ed  from  State,  county  and  municipal  taxation  upon  five  hun- 
dred dollars  during  the  period  they  shall  be  actually  serving  in 
the  National  Guard." 

"  An  act  exempting  firemen  from  taxation. 

Approved  March  24,  1881. 
P.  L.,  1881,  p.  217,  S.  1. 

That  all  members  of  an  organized  volunteer  fire  department 
of  any  town,  city,  borough  or  township  of  this  State,  under 
the  control  of  any  town  committee,  Common  Council  or  muni- 
cipal corporation,  which  are  now,  or  may  hereafter  be  estab- 
lished, shall  be  exempt  from  the  payment  of  taxes  to  said 
town,  township,  city  and  borough,  to  the  extent  and  in  the 
manner  following,  to  wit :  If  the  sum,  at  any  one  time,  asses- 
sed by  any  assessor  upon  any  member  of  said  fire  department, 
shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  five  dollars,  then  such  member 
shall  be  exempt  from  the  payment  of  taxes  upon  such  assess- 
ment ;  if  the  sum,  at  any  time,  exceeds  the  sum  of  five  dollars 
assessed  against  any  member,  then  such  member  shall  have 
credit  for  the  sum  of  five  dollars  on  the  amount  assessed  against 
such  member,  and  the  amount  over  and  above  said  five  dollars, 
shall  be  paid  by  said  member,  or  collected  in  the  same  way  and 
manner  as  directed  for  the  collection  of  taxes." 

"  Supplement  to  an  act  exempting  firemen  from  taxation, 
approved  March  twenty-fourth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighty-one. 

Approved  March  22,  1883. 
P.  L.,  1883,  p.  133,  S.  1. 
S.  Eev.,  p.  988,  S.  42. 

That  the  first  section  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  amendatory 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

That  all  active  members  of  any  organized  volunteer  fire  de- 
partment of  any  town,  city,  borough  or  township  of  this  State, 
under  the  control  of  any  town  committee,  common  council,  or 
municipal  corporation,  which  is  now  or  may  hereafter  be  estab- 
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lished,  shall  be  exempt  from  the  payment  of  any  taxes  to  said 
town,  township,  city  and  borough,  to  the  extent  and  in  the 
manner  following,  to  wit:  If  the  sum  at  any  one  time 
assessed  by  any  assessor  upon  any  active  member  of  said  lire 
department  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  five  dollars,  then  such 
member  shall  be  exempt  from  the  payment  of  taxes  upon  such 
assessment ;  if  the  sum  at  any  time  exceeds  the  sum  of 
five  dollars  assessed  against  such  member,  then  such  member 
shall  have  credit  for  the  sum  of  five  dollars  on  the  amount 
assessed  against  such  member,  and  the  amount  over  and  above 
said  five  dollars  shall  be  paid  by  said  member,  or  collected  in 
the  same  way  and  manner  as  directed  for  the  collection  of 
taxes." 

"  An  act  exempting  from  taxation  persons  who  served  in  the 
military  or  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  during  the  late 
war. 

Approved  February  21,  1884. 

P.  L.,  1884,  p.  28. 

8.  Rev.,  p.  987,  S.  39. 

That  any  person  who  served  in  the  military  or  naval  force, 
of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war,  and  who  received  an 
honorable  discharge,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  exemption 
from  taxation  as  now  granted  by  law  to  members  of  the  nat- 
ional guard  of  this  State." 

"  An  act  to  give  certain  active  and  exempt  firemen  the  same 
advantages  in  respect  to  taxes  and  jury  duty  as  now  are,  or 
hereafter  may  be  allowed  to  members  of  the  national  guard  of 
this  State. 

Approved  April  25,  1884. 
P.  L.,  1854,  p.  265,  S.  1. 
S.  Rev.,  p.  688,  S.  881. 

That  all  persons  enrolled  as  active  or  exempt  members  of 
any  fire  or  hose  company  or  hook  and  ladder  organization  un- 
der supervision  or  control  of  any  common  council,  township 
committee   or  board  of  fire  commissioners,  or  salvage  corps, 
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under  supervision  or  control  of  any  duly  authorized  board  of 
underwriters  of  this  State,  who  do  not  receive  more  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum  for  their  services,  shall  be 
entitled  to  have  and  receive  the  same,  and  no  other  advantages 
in  respect  to  taxes  and  jury  duty,  as  now  are  or  hereafter  may 
be  allowed  to  members  of  the  national  guard  of  this  State." 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concern- 
ing taxes,'  approved  April  fourteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty-six. 

Approved  April  23,  1S88. 

P.  L.,  1888,  p.  479,  S.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10. 

(1.)  That  all  persons  enrolled  as  active  members  of  any  fire 
engine,  hook  and  ladder,  hose  or  supply  company,  under  sup- 
ervision or  control  of  any  common  council,  township  commit- 
tee, or  board  of  commissioners  or  other  governing  board  or 
body  whatsoever,  or  fire  commissioners  of  any  city,  town, 
borough,  township  or  fire  district  in  this  State,  shall  be  exempt 
from  general  and  special  poll  tax,  and  from  State,  county  and 
municipal  taxation  upon  real  or  personal  property,  or  both,  not 
exceeding  in  the  aggregate  five  hundred  dollars,  which  may  be 
assessed  against  them  or  their  said  property,  by  authority  of  the 
municipal  corporation  under  the  supervision  or  control  of  which 
they  may  be  doing  public  fire  duty. 

(2.)  That  all  exempt  firemen  of  any  city,  town,  borough, 
township  or  fire  district  in  this  State  shall  be  exempt  from  gen- 
eral and  special  poll  tax,  and  from  State,  county  and  municipal 
taxation  upon  real  or  personal  property,  or  both,  not  exceeding 
in  the  aggregate  five  hundred  dollars,  which  may  be  assessed 
against  them  or  their  said  property,  by  authority  of  the  muni- 
cipal corporation  in  the  service  of  which  they  became  exempt 
firemen. 

(3.J  That  sued  members  of  any  salvage  corps,  under  super- 
vision or  control  of  any  duly  authorized  board  of  underwriters 
of  this  State,  and  such  members  of  any  duly  organized  fire 
patrol,  as  shall  have  been  enlisted  from  among  the  active  or 
exempt  firemen  of  any  city,  town,  borough,  township  or  fire 
district  in  this  State,  shall  be  exempt  from  general  and  special 
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poll  tax,  and  from  State,  county  and  municipal  taxation  upon 
real  or  personal  property,  or  both,  not  exceeding  in  the  aggre- 
gate five  hundred  dollars,  which  may  be  assessed  against  them 
or  their  said  prop'erty,  by  authority  of  the  municipal  corpor- 
ation of  the  city,  town,  borough,  township  or  fire  district  with- 
in which  they  may  be  doing  public  fire,  patrol  or  salvage  duty. 

(±.)  That  all  honorably  discharged  soldiers  or  sailors  resident 
in  tbia  fctate  who  have  served  in  the  army  or  navy  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  during  the  late  rebellion,  and  the  widows  of  such 
soldier  or  sailors  so  Ion--  as  they  remain  unmarried,  shall  be 
exempt  from  general  and  special  poll  tax,  and  from  State, 
county  and  municipal  taxation  upon  real  or  personal  property, 
or  both,  not  exceeding  in  the  aggregate  five  hundred  dollars.' 
N  (5.)  That  if  the  entire  tax  levied  in  any  township  in  this 
State,  within  the  bounds  of  which  any  city,  town,  borough  or 
fire  district  may  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  set  off  or  in- 
corporated, shall  be  levied  by  authority  of  the  township  com- 
mittee of  such  township,  then  in  such  case,  the  aforesaid 
exemptions  may  be  claimed  and  shall  be  allowed  from  the 
taxes  levied  by  authority  of  such  township  committee;  or  if 
any  portion  of  the  taxes  levied  upon  the  property  within  such 
city,  town,  borough  or  lire  district,  or  upon  the  personal  estate 
of  the  residents  of  such  city,  town,  borough  or  fire  district,  or 
upon  both,  shall  be  levied  by  authority  of  such  township  com- 
mittee, then  the  aforesaid  exemptions  may  be  claimed  and  shall 
be  allowed  from  all  taxes  so  levied. 

(6 )  That  the  following  shall  be  sufficient  evidence  to  the 
collector  or  receiver  of  taxes  of  the  right  of  any  person  to 
cTaim  exemption  as  aforesaid,  to  wit,  the  certificate  of  the  clerk 
of  the  city,  town,  borough  ur  township,  or  of  such  other  muni- 
cipal or  other  officer  as  shall  have  charge  of  the  records  show- 
ing what  persons  are  such  active  or  exempt  firemen  or  salvage 
corps  members,  which  shall  be  furnished  without  charge,  stat- 
ing that  the  person  claiming  such  exemption,  is  either  an  ac- 
tive or  exempt  fireman  or  a  salvage  corps  member ;  and  in  the 
case  of  soldiers  or  sailors,  or  their  widows,  the  production  to 
the  taxing  officer,  board  of  revision  of  taxes,  commissioners  of 
appeals,  or  collector,  of  the  discharge  of  such  soldier  or  sailor 
from  the  service  of  the  United  States. 


(7.)  That  in  case  any  two  or  more  persons  residing  in  the 
same  city,  town,  borough  or  township,  shall  be  entitled  to  cer- 
tificates, as  above  provided,  from  the  same  officer,  or  from  the 
clerk  of  any  city,  town,  borough  or  township,  such  certificates 
may  be  combined  in  the  form  of  a  list  of  the  persons  residing 
and  entitled  as  aforesaid,  which  list  shall  be  certified  by  such 
officer  or  clerk,  and  filed  by  him  with  the  collector  or  receiver 
of  taxes  of  such  city,  town,  borough  or  township,  at  or  before 
the  time,  in  each  year  when  taxes  shall  be  due  and  payable 
therein. 

(8.)  That  if  any  person  shall  falsely  claim  exemption  under 
this  act.  such  ex  mption  shall  in  no  case  be  allowed,  and  such 
person  shall  be  deemed  to  have  forfeited  and  lost  all  rights 
thereafter  to  such  exemption  in  case  he  should  become  other- 
wise entitled  thereto;  no  person  shall,  under  any  pretence,  be 
entitled  to  claim  or  receive  the  benefit  of  more  than  one 
exemption  in  any  one  year. 

(9.)  That  the  incorporated  towns  and  cities  of  this  State  in 
which  a  limitation  on  taxation  exist-,  shall  not  be  precluded 
from  adding  to,  and  including  in  the  aggregate  amount  on 
which  taxation  therein  is  based,  the  amount  hereby  exempted 
from  taxation. 

(10.)  That  no  perso-i  shall  be  entitled  to  exemption,  as 
above  provided,  unless  the  evidence  of  the  right  of  such  person 
to  claim  exemption  from  taxes  shall  be  delivered  to  the  assessor 
or  taxing  officer  or  officers,  at  or  before  the  time  limited  by 
law  for  closing  the  assessment  in  the  city,  town,  borough  or 
township  where  such  person  resides  or  is  taxable ;  provided, 
however,  that  if  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  board  of  commissioners  of  appeal,  or  of  the  officers  by 
law  authorized  to  hear  and  determine  appeals,  that  the  person 
assessed  was  prevented  by  sickness  or  other  unavoidable  cause 
from  delivering,  or  causing  to  be  delivered,  such  evidence  to 
the  assessor  or  taxing  officer  or  officers,  the  said  board,  commis- 
sioners, or  officers  authorized  to  hear  and  determine  appeals, 
shall  permit  the  said  person  to  make  such  proof,  and  if  satisfied 
of  the  correctness  thereof,  they  shall  thereupon  allow  the 
deduction  or  exemption  as  if  the  same  had  been  made  to  the 
taxing  officer  or  officers." 
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'•  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'A  farther  supplement  to 
the  act  entitled  'An  act  concerning  taxes,'  approved  April 
fourteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six,'  which 
supplement  was  approved  April  twenty-third,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighty-eight. 

Approved  March  3,  1890. 
P.  L.,  1890,  p.  22. 
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That  section  four  of  the  said  act  be  amended  so  as  to  read  as 
follow-  : 

4.)  That  all  honorably  discharged  soldier-  or  sailors  re.-ident 
in  this  State,  who  have  served  in  the  army  or  navy  of  the 
United  States  during  the  late  rebellion,  or  during  the  war  of 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  and  the  widows  of 
such  soldiers  or  sailors,  so  long  as  they  remain  unmarried,  shall 
be  exempt  from  general  and  special  poll  tax,  and  from  State, 
county  and  municipal  taxation  upon  real  or  personal  property, 
or  both,  not  exceeding  in  the  agcrreorate  five  hundred  dollars." 

Section  eight  (8)  of  the  act  approved  April  23,  1838,  (P.  L., 
1S88,  p.  479)  provides  "that  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to  ex- 
emption *  *  unless  the  evidence  of  the  right  of  such  person  to 
claim  exemption  from  taxes  shall  be  delivered  to  the  assessor 
or  taxing  officer  or  officers  at  or  before  the  time  limited  by  law 
for  closing  the  assessment,"  with,  the  proviso  "  that  if  it  shall 
be  made  to  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  board  of  commis- 
sioners of  appeal,  or  of  the  officers  by  law  authorized  to  hear 
and  determine  appeals,  that  the  person  assessed  was  prevented 
by  sickne-s  or  other  unavoidable  cause  from  delivering,  or  caus- 
ing to  be  delivered  such  evidence  to  the  assessor  or  taxing  of- 
ficer or  officers,  the  said  board,  commissioners  or  officers  author- 
ized to  hear  and  determine  appeals,  shall  permit  the  said  person 
to  make  such  proof,  and  is  satisfied  with  the  correctness  there- 
of, they  shall  thereupon  allow  the  deduction  or  exemption  as 
if  the  same  had  been  made  to  the  taxing  officer  or  officers.'" 

This  provision  is  in  conflict  with  the  terms  of  section  six 
(6)  of  the  same  act  -which  requires  in  substance  that  the  evi- 
dence of  exemption  shall  be  furnished  to  the  collector  or  re- 
ceiver of  taxes.  The  discrepancy  is  thought  to  be  reconciled 
by  requiring  that  the  evidence  of  exemption  shall  be  furnished 
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to  the  assessor,  with  the  proviso  "  if  any  person  through  sick- 
ness or  other  unavoidable  cause,  fails  to  deliver  such  evidence 
to  the  assessor,  such  person  may  appeal  to  the  commissioners  of 
appeal,  or  the  State  board  of  taxation  to  have  the  same 
allowed.'" 

_  Sec.  135.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 

What  persons  7  ■' 

are  exempt  the  aforesaid  assessors  of  the  several  townships  in  this  State  to 

from    taxation  t  1 

and    to   wnata]iow  the  following  exemptions  from  taxes  to  the  following 
persons  upon  the  following  conditions,  viz  : 

To  allow  all  honorably  discharged  soldiers  or  sailors  resident 
in  this  State,  who  have  served  in  the  army  or  navy  of  the 
United  States,  during  the  late  rebellion,  or  during  the  war  of 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  and  the  widows  of 
such  soldiers  or  sailors  so  long  as  they  remain  unmarried, 
exemption  from  poU  tax  and  from  State,  county  and  municipal 
taxation,  upon  real  or  personal  property,  or  both,  not  exceeding 
in  the  aggregate  five  hundred  dollars; 

To  allow  to  all  general  and  staff  officers,  all  commissioned 
and  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians  and  privates  of  the 
national  guard  of  this  State,  during  the  period  they  shall  be 
actually  serving  therein,  exemption  from  poll  tax  and  from 
State,  county  and  municipal  taxes  upon  real  and  personal  pro- 
perty, or  both,  not  exceeding  in  the  aggregate  five  hundred 
dollars ; 

To  allow  to  all  persons  enrolled  as  active  members  of  any 
fire  engine,  hook  and  ladder,  hose  or  supply  company,  under 
supervision  and  control  of  any  township  committee,  or  fire 
commissioners,  or  the  governing  body  of  any  incorporated 
town,  borough,  village  or  fire  district  within  such  township, 
exemption  from  poll  tax  and  from  State,  county  and  municipal 
taxation  upon  real  or  personal  property,  or  both,  not  exceeding 
in  the  aggregate  five  hundred  dollars. 

To  allow  to  all  exempt  firemen  of  any  township  or  of  any 
incorporated  town,  borough,  village  or  fire  district  within  a 
township,  exemption  from  poll  tax,  and  from  State,  county 
and  municipal  taxation  upon  real  or  personal  property,  or  both, 
not  exceeding  in  the  aggregate  five  hundred  dollars ; 

To  allow  to  all  members  of  any  salvage  corps,  under  supervis- 
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ion  or  control  of  any  duly  authorized  hoard  of  underwriters  of 
this  State,  and  to  allow  to  all  members  of  any  duly  organized 
tire  patrol,  as  shall  have  been  enlisted  from  the  active  or  exempt 
firemen  of  any  township,  or  any  incorporated  town,  borough, 
village  or  tire  district  within  such  township  in  this  State, 
exemption  from  poll  tax,  and  from  State,  county  and  munici- 
pal taxes  upon  real  or  personal  estate,  or  both,  not  exceeding 
in  the  aggregate  five  hundred  dollars. 

No  person  shall  be  entitled  to  said  exemption,  and  no  assess- 
or shall  allow  it  to  any  person,  unless  the  evidence  of  the  right 
of  such  person  to  claim  exemption  from  taxes,  shall  be  deliv- 
ed  to  the  assessor  on  or  before  the  third  Monday  in  August, 
the  time  limited  by  this  act  for  closing  the  assessment,  in  the 
township  where  such  person  resides  or  is  taxable,  provided, 
however,  if  any  person  through  sickness  or  any  other  unavoid- 
able cause,  fails  to  deliver  such  evidence  to  the  assessor,  such 
person  may  appeal  to  the  commissioners  of  appeal,  or  the  State 
board  of  taxation  to  have  the  same  allowed  ;  and  the  following 
shall  be  sufficient  evidence  to  the  assessor  of  taxes  of  the  right 
of  any  j)erson  to  claim  exemption  as  aforesaid,  to-wit : 

The  certificate  of  the  clerk  of  any  township  or  any  incor- 
porated town,  borough,  village  or  fire  district  within  such  town- 
ship, or  such  other  municipal  officer  or  other  officer  as  shall 
have  charge  of  the  records  showing  what  persons  are  such  act- 
ive or  exempt  firemen  or  salvage  corps  members,  stating  that 
the  person  claiming  such  exemption  is  either  an  active  or 
exempt  fireman  or  salvage  corps  member. 

In  case  of  soldiers  or  sailors  or  their  widows,  the  production 
to  the  assessor  of  taxes,  of  the  discharge  of  such  soldier  or  sail- 
or from  the  service  of  the  United  States,  which  production 
shall  be  construed  to  be  a  delivery  as  required  by  this 
section  ; 

In  case  of  the  officers,  musicians  and  privates  of  the  national 
guard  of  this  State,  the  certificate  of  the  commandant  of  the 
respective  company,  band  or  battery  to  which  they  belong,  as 
the  case  may  be,  which  certificate  shall  specify  that  the  person 
or  persons  therein  named  are  in  active  service  of  the  national 
guard  of  this  State. 

And  if  any  person  shall  falsely  claim  exemption  under  this 
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or  any  other  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  State,  such  person 
shall  be  deemed  to  have  forfeited  and  lost  all  rights  thereafter 
to  any  exemption  in  case  he  should  become  otherwise  entitled 
thereto. 

And  no  person  shall,  under  any  pretence,  be  entitled  to 
claim  or  receive  the  benefit  of  more  than  one  exemption  in 
any  one  year. 

WHAT  PROPERTY  IS  EXEMPT  FROM  TAXATION. 

"  Supplement  to  an  act  concerning  taxes. 

Approved  April  11,  1866. 
P.  L.,  1866,  p.  1078,  S.  5. 
Eev.,  p.  1151,  1156,  S.  64,  74. 

(64.)  That  the  following  persons  and  property  shall  be 
exempt  from  taxation,  viz  : 

T.  The  property  and  the  bonds  and  other  securities  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  bonds  and  securities  of  this  State,  which 
are  by  law  exempt  from  taxation,  the  property  of  the  counties, 
townships,  cities  and  boroughs  of  this  State,  and  stocks  and 
other  personal  estate  owned  by  citizens  of  this  State,  situate 
and  being  out  of  this  State,  upon  which  taxes  shall  have  been 
actually  assessed  and  paid  within  twelve  months  next  before 
the  day  prescribed  by  law  for  commencing  the  assessment ; 

II.  All  colleges,  academies  or  seminaries  of  learning,  public 
libraries,  school  houses,  buildings  erected  and  used  for  religious 
worship,  and  the  land  whereon  the  same  are  situate,  necessary 
to  the  fair  use  and  enjoyment  thereof,  not  exceeding  rive  acres 
for  each  one,  the  furniture  thereof  and  the  personal  property 
used  therein,  the  endowment  or  fund  of  any  religious  society, 
college,  academy,  seminary  of  learning  or  public  library  ;  pro- 
vided, that  no  building  so  used  which  may  be  rented  for  such 
purposes  and  rent  received  by  the  owner  thereof  shall  be  ex- 
empted ;  the  stock  of  any  corporation  of  this  State,  which  by  a 
charter  or  other  contract  with  this  State  is  expressly  exempted 
from  taxation,  the  stock  of  any  corporation  of  this  State,  the 
capital  whereof  is  by  this  act  made  taxable  to,  and  against 
said    corporation,    pews   in  churches,   grave   yards    not     ex- 
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ceeding   ten  acres   of    ground,    cemel  1    all   buildings 

erected  thereon,  and  all  buildings  ased  exclusively  for  charit- 
able  purposes,  with  the  land  whereon  the  eaineare  erected, and 
which  may  be  necessary  for  the  fair  enjoyment  thereof,  and 
tlif  furniture  ami  personal  property  ased  therein,  the  funds  of 
all  charitable  institutions  and  associations  collected  and  held 
exclusively  for  the  sick  or  disabled  members  thereof ,  or  forthe 
widows  of  deceased  members,  orfor  the  education,  support  and 
maintenance  of  the  children  of  deceased  members. 

1 74.)  That  all  private  corporations  of  this  State,  except 
banking  institutions,  and  except  those  which  by  v'rtue  of  any 
contract  in  their  charters  or  other  contracts  with  this  State  are 
expressly  exempted  from  taxation,  and  except  mutual  life  in- 
surance companies  specially  taxed,  shall  be  and  are  hereby  re- 
quired to  be  respectively  assessed  and  taxed  at  the  full  amount 
of  their  capital  stock  paid  in,  and  accumulated  surplus;  but 
any  real  est ite  which  such  corporation  may  lawfully  own  in 
any  other  state  than  this  State,  shall  not  be  liable  to  be  esti- 
mated in  such  accumulated  surplus,  and  the  persons  holding 
the  capital  stock  of  such  corporations  shall  not  be  assessed 
therefor ;  and  such  corporations  as  have  no  capital  stock  other 
than  those  above  accepted,  shall  be  assessed  for  the  full  amount 
of  their  property  and  valuable  assets,  without  any  deduction 
for  debts  and  liabilities ;  but  depositors  in  savings  banks,  taxed 
by  virtue  of  this  section,  shall  be  exempted  from  taxation  on 
their  personal  estate  to  the  amount  of  their  deposits ;  provided, 
that  premium  notes  held  by  life  insurance  companies  shall  in 
no  case  be  considered  as  future  premiums,  but  shall  be  included 
in  the  valuable  assets  of  said  company. 

Sec.  136.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  assessors  aforesaid  to  allow  exemption  of  the  following 
properties  from  taxation,  to  any  person  or  corporation  owning 
the  same,  upon  the  following  condition-  : 

All  colleges,  academies  or  seminaries  of  learning,  public 
libraries,  school  houses,  buildings  erected  aud  used  for  religious 
worship,  and  the  land  whereon  the  same  are  situate  necessary 
to  the  fair  use  and  enjoyment  thereof,  not  exceeding  five  acres 
in  each  one;  the  furniture  thereof  and  the  personal  property 
used  therein,  the  endowment  or  fund  of  any   religious  society, 
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college,  academy,  seminary  of  learning  or  public  library;  pro- 
vided, that  no  building  so  used  which  may  be  rented  for  such 
purposes  and  rent  received  by  the  owner  thereof,  shall  be 
exempted. 

The  cemetery  lands  and  property  of  any  association  formed 
pursuant  to  the  law  concerning  cemeteries,  or  otherwise  incor- 
porated, as  well  as  bonds  and  mortgages  given  to  secure  the 
purchase  money  of  such  cemetery  lands ;  provided,  however, 
that  this  clause  shall  not  apply  to  cemetery  associations  that 
connect  speculations  in  land  and  sa'e  of  building  lots  with  their 
associations  for  the  -ale  of  lots  for  burial  purposes. 

Pews  in  churches  and  all  buildings  used  exclusively  for 
charitable  purposes,  with  the  land  whereon  the  same  are 
erected,  and  which  may  be  necessary  for  the  fair  enjoyment 
and  the  furniture  and  personal  property  used  therein. 

Ihe  property  and  bonds  of  the  United  States,  and  the  bonds 
and  securities  of  this  State,  which  are  by  law  exempt  from 
taxation. 

The  property  of  the  counties  and  townships,  and  of  the  in- 
corporated cities,  boroughs,  towns  and  villages  within  any 
township  of  this  State,  when  held  for  a  necessary  purpose. 

Stocks  and  other  personal  estate  owned,  by  citizens  or  bodies 
corporate  <>f  this  State,  situate  and  being  out  of  this  State,  up- 
on which  taxes  shall  have  been  actually  assessed  and  paid  with- 
in twelve  months  next  before  the  day  prescribed  by  this  act  for 
commencing  the  assessment. 

The  stock  of  any  incorporation  of  this  State,  which  by  a 
charter  or  other  contract  with  this  State  is  expressly  exempted 
from  taxation. 

1  he  stock  of  any  corporation  of  this  State,  the  capital  where- 
of is  by  this  act  made  taxable  to  and  against  said  corporation. 

The  depositors  in  Savings  Banks,  when  the  Savings  Rank 
pays  the  tax  upon  the  amount  of  their  capital  stock  paid  in  and 
accumulated  surplus ; 

Exemptions  to  be  allowed  in  the  above  cases  only  upon  the 
receipt,  by  the  assessor,  of  such  statements  in  writing  as  are 
required  by  the  following  section  : 


281 


DEDUCTIONS  FOR  DEBTS,  HOW  AND  UPON  WHAT  CONDITIONS  MADE. 

'•  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  concern- 
ing taxes,' approved  April  fourteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-six. 

Approved  April  11,  18GG. 

P.  L.,  1866,  ]>.  in;-. 

Eev.,  1157,  8.  78. 

That  after   making  the  valuation   of   the   real   and  personal 
estate  for  which  any  individual  shall   be   assessed,  it  shall   be 
lawful  for  the  assessor  or  for  the  commissioners  of  appeal  in 
cases  of  taxation,  to  deduct  from  such   valuation  any  debt  or 
debts  bona  fide  due  and  owing  from  such  individual  to  credi- 
tors residing  within   this  State  ;  provided,  that  no  deduction 
shall  be  made  from  the  full  and  fair  value  of  the  real  or  per- 
sonal estate  of  any  individual,  unless  such  individual  shall  make 
and  sign  a  true  statement  in  writing,  under  oath  or  affirmation 
that  the  same  is  just  and  true,  of  the  several  debts  owing  by 
such  individual,  which  he  desires  to  have  deducted,  to  whom 
owing  and  where  the  creditor  resides,  and  also  a  statement  of 
the   total  amount  of   real  estate  and  of   personal  property  of 
such  individual,  including  mortgages  held  and  other  debts  due 
and  owing  to  such  individual  from  solvent  debtors,  and  shall 
deliver  the  same  to  the  said  assessor  on  or  before  the  time  lim- 
ited by  law  for  closing  the   assessment ;  provided,  that  if  it 
shall  be  made  to  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  commission- 
ers of  appeal  that  the  individual  assessed  was  prevented  by 
sickness  or  other  unavoidable  accident  from  delivering  such 
statement  to  the  assessor  as  aforesaid,  the  said  commissioners 
may  permit  the  said  individual  or  any  person  in  his  behalf, 
having  knowledge  of  the  facts,  to  deliver  such  statement  to 
them  sworn  or  affirmed  to  be  just  and  true  as  aforesaid,  and 
may  therefore  deduct  the  balance  of  such  debts  in  like  manner 
as  the  assessor  rni°:ht  have  done  in  case  the  said  statement  had 
been  duly  delivered  to  him ;  and  in  case  any  assessor  or  com- 
missioner of  appeal  shall  make  any  such  deduction,  without 
having:  first  delivered  to  him  as  aforesaid  such  statement  under 
oath  or  affirmation,  the  said  assessor  and  commissioner  of  ap- 
peal shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  liable  to  a 
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line  not  exceeding  two  hundred  dollars ;  and  all  written  state- 
ments and  oaths  and  affirmations  authorized  and  required  by 
this  act;,  shall  be  forthwith  delivered  to  the  clerk  of  the  town- 
ship wherein  the  assessor  or  person  making  the  same  resides,  to 
be  by  him  tiled  and  preserved."' 

* 
"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concern- 
ing taxes,'  approved  April  fourteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty-six. 

Approved  March  29,  1STS. 
P.  L.,  1878,  p.  213. 
S.  Rev.,  p.  982,  S.  4. 

That  in  making  the  valuation  and  assessment  of  personal 
estate  within  this  State  for  State,  county, township  and  munici- 
pal taxes,  no  deduction  of  the  amount  of  any  personal  indebted- 
ness shall  be  made  therefrom,  unless  the  individual  claiming 
such  deduction  shall  sign  a  statement  in  writing,  under  oath  or 
affirmation,  of  the  truth  and  justice  thereof,  and  of  the  several 
debts  owing  by  such  individual  which  he  desires  to  have  de- 
ducted, to  whom  owing  and  where  the  creditor  resides,  and 
also  of  the  total  amount  of  personal  property  of  such  individ- 
ual, including  debts  due  and  owing  to  such  individual  from 
solvent  debtors  ;  and  also  that  no  part  of  such  indebtedness  was 
created  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  taxes  of  such  individ- 
ual;  and  that  the  stated  actual  value  of  the  personal  property 
of  such  individual  includes  not  only  that  to  which  such  indi- 
vidual holds  title  or  possession,  but  also  that  to  which  any  other 
person  or  persons  hold  the  title  or  possession  for  such  individ- 
ual, whether  the  same  be  held  in  trust  or  not." 

u  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concern- 
ing taxes,'  approved  April  fourteenth,  one  thousaed  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty-six. 

Approved  February  23,  18b5. 

P.  L,  1-85,  p.  40. 

S.  Rev.,  p.  982,  S.  0,  7,  S. 

(6.)  That  in  all  case.?  in  which  deductions  shall  be  hereafter 
claimed   or  allowed,   either  for  indebtedness  or  for  property 
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claimed  to  be  exempt  from  taxation,  from  the  total  values  of 

the  property  or  estate  of  any  person  or  corporation  to  be 
assessed  for  taxes  in  this  State,  such  person  or  corporation 
shall,  in  addition  to  the  requirements  now  imposed  by  law, 
furnish  to  the  assessor  or  other  taxing  officer  or  authority  a 
statement  under  oath  or  affirmation,  showing  when  the  indebted- 
ness for  which  said  deduction  is  claimed  was  incurred,  and  a 
detailed  list  of  the  securities  or  property  claimed  to  be  exempt 
from  taxation,  and  of  the  dates  at  which  said  securities  or  other 
property  were  purchased,  together  with  a  declaration  under 
oath  that  said  indebtedness  was  not  incurred,  nor  said  securities 
or  property  purchased  with  the  intent  to  escape  taxation,  but  in 
good  faith. 

(7.)  That  no  deduction  shall  be  made,  either  for  indebted- 
ness, or  for  property  or  securities  claimed  to  be  exempt  from 
taxation,  unless  the  statement  and  deduction  hereinbefore 
required  shall  be  furnished  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  now 
or  hereafter  directed  by  law  for  furnishing  statements  of  tax- 
able property  and  schedules  of  indebtedness.     *     -     * 

(8.)  That  the  statements  and  declarations  herein  required  to 
be  furnished,  when  made  by  or  in  behalf  of  any  corporation, 
shall  be  subscribed  and  sworn  to  by  the  president  or  principal 
officer  of  such  corporation." 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concern- 
ing taxes,'  approved  April  fourteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty-six. 

Approved  February  23,  18S5. 
P.  L.,  1885,  p.  40. ' 
S.  Eev.,  p.  982,  S.  9. 

That  the  assessor,  taxing  officer  or  other  taxing  authority,  to 
whom  such  statements  and  declarations  shall  be  made,  shall 
have  power  to  examine  under  oath  any  person  or  officer  of  any 
corporation  as  to  the  truth  of  the  matters  contained  in  the 
statement  or  return  made  by  such  person  or  officer,  and  shall 
have  authority  to  compel  the  attendance  of  such  person  or  per- 
sons, and  other  witnesses,  and  the  production  of  looks  and 
papers,  at  such  time  and  place   as  they  may  designate  ;  giving 
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notice  to  such  person  or  persons,  or  such  additional  witnesses 
to  attend  at  a  time  and  place  in  said  notice  designated,  and  to 
produce  such  books  and  papers,  which  notice  shall  be  served  at 
least  two  days  before  the  time  therein  designated  by  leaving  it 
at  the  residence  of  such  person  or  witness,  or  at  the  office  of 
such  corporation ;  and  such  assessor,  or  taxing  officer,  or  any 
member  of  any  taxing  board  is  hereby  authorized  to  administer 
oaths  or  affirmations  to  all  persons  examined  before  him  or  them 
as  aforesaid." 

Sec.  137.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  said  assessors  shall 
Deductions  for  have  power  to  allow,  from  the  full  and   fair  valuation  of  the 

debts,  how  and         ,,  .,..,,  , .      , 

upon  what  con- real  and  personal  estate  ot  any  individual  or  corporation  liable 

ditionsallowed.  r  J  r   , 

to  be  assessed  and  taxed  by  said  assessors,  a  deduction  from  the 
said  valuation  for  any  debt  or  debts  bona  fide  due  and  owing 
from  such  individual  or  corporation  to  creditors  residing  within 
this  State ;  provided,  that  said  assessors  shall  require  from  said 
individuals  a  true  and  just  statement  in  writing,  under  oath  or 
affirmation,  of  the  several  debts  owing  by  said  individual  or 
corporation,  including  debts  due  and  owing  to  such  individual 
or  corporation  from  solvent  debtors ;  and  also,  that  no  part  of 
such  indebtedness  was  created  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the 
taxes  of  such  individual  or  corporation  ;  and  that  the  stated 
actual  value  of  the  personal  property  of  such  individual  or  cor- 
poration includes  not  only  that  to  which  such  individual  holds 
the  title  or  possession,  but  also  that  to  which  any  other  person 
holds  the  title  or  possession  for  such  individual  or  corporation, 
whether  the  same  be  held  in  trust  or  not ;  said  statement  shall 
also  show  when  the  indebtedness  for  which  said  deduction  is 
claimed  was  incurred,  and  that  said  indebtedness  was  not  in- 
curred with  the  intent  to  escape  taxation,  but  in  good  faith; 
provided,  also,  that  said  statement  under  oath  or  affirmation  shall 
be  delivered  to  the  assessor  on  or  before  the  time  limited  by 
this  act  for  closing  the  assessment,  and  that  no  deduction  shall 
in  any  case  be  allowed  by  any  assessor  unless  said  statement  is 
made  and  sworn  to  or  affirmed  to  and  delivered  to  said  asn 
as  required  by  this  section  ;  the  said  statement  and  declaration 
when  furnished  by  or  in  behalf  of  any  corporation  shall  be  sub- 
scribed and  sworn  and  affirmed  to  by  the  president  or  principal 
officer  of  such  corporation  ;  and  all  such  written  statements  and 


Ibid.  S.  187. 
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declarations  shall  be  forthwith  delivered  by  said  assessors  to  the 
clerk  of  the  township  wherein  the  as  essor,  or  person  making 
the  same  resides,  to  be  by  him  filed  and  preserved. 

Sec.  L38.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  all  cases,  in  which  de- 
ductions shall  he  claimed  or  allowed  for  property  claimed  to  be 
exempt  from  taxation  from  the  total  value  of  the  property  or 
estate  of  any  person  or  corporation  to  be  assessed  for  taxes  in 
any  township  in  this  State,  such  person  or  corporation  shall  fur- 
nish to  the  assessor  or  other  taxing  officer  or  authority,  a  state- 
ment under  oath  or  affirmation,  showing  a  detailed  list  of  the 
securities  or  property  claimed  to  be  exempt  from  taxation,  and 
of  the  dates  at  which  said  securities  or  property  were  purchased, 
together  with  a  declaration  under  oath,  that  said  securities  or 
property  were  not  purchased  with  the  intent  to  escape  taxation, 
but  in  good  faith ;  provided,  however,  that  unless  such  person 
or  corporation  shall  deliver  to  the  assessor  or  taxing  officer  or 
authority  the  .said  statement  under  oath  or  affirmation  on  or 
before  the  time  limited  by  this  act  for  closing  the  assessment, 
the  said  person  or  corporation  shall  not  be  allowed  by  the 
assessors  aforesaid  the  exemptions  of  property  set  forth  in  this 
act ;  that  said  statement  when  furnished  by  or  in  behalf  of  any 
corporation,  shall  be  subscribed  and  sworn  to  by  the  president 
or  principal  officer  of  said  corporation  ;  and  all  such  statements 
and  deductions  shall  be  forthwith  delivered  by  said  assessors  to 
the  clerk  of  the  township  wherein  the  assessors  or  person  mak- 
ing the  same  resides,  to  be  by  him  tiled  and  preserved. 

Sec.  139.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  assessors,  taxing 
officer  or  other  taxing  authority  in  townships  of  this  State,  to .  Power  of  tax- 

o  «/  i  ?         ing     officer   to 

whom  statements  and  declarations  for  a  deduction  of  debts  and  examine  under 

oath     persons, 

exemptions  of  property  from  taxation,  as'  required  by  this  act,  corpor^tTo  n°s 
shall  be  made,  shall  have  power  to  examine  under  oath  any^*^°|    td*- 
person  or  officer  of  any  corporation  as  to  the  truth  of  the  mat- debts- 
ters  contained  in  the  statement  or  return  made  by  such  person 
or  officer,  and  shall  have  authority  to  compel  the  attendance  of 
such  person  or  persons,  and  other  witnesses,  and  the  production 
of  books  and  papers,  at  such  time  and  place  as  they  may  des- 
ignate, giving  notice  to  such  person   or  persons,  or  such  addi- 
tional witnesses,   to  attend  at  a  time   and   place  in  said  notice 
designated,  and    to    produce  such  books  and    papers ;  which 
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notice  shall  be  served  at  least  two  days  before  tlie  time  therein 
designated  by  leaving  it  at  the  residence  of  such  person  or 
witness  or  at  the  office  of  such  corporation  ;  and  such  assessor, 
taxing  officer,  or  member  of  any  taxing  board  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  administer  oaths  or  affirmations  to  all  persons  ex- 
amined before  him  of  them  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  140.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  case  any  person  so 

Process  for  &^~ 

tendance  of  notified  to  attend  before  said  assessor  or  taxing  officer  or  author- 
ity, shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  appear  at  the  time  and  place  so 
designated,  such  assessor  or  taxing  officer  or  authority  may  ad- 
journ such  examination  to  a  subsequent  day,  and  apply  to  the 
Circuit  Court  of  the  county,  and  said  court  shall  award  process 
of  subpoena  to  compel  the  attendance  of  such  person  or  persons 
so  neglecting  or  refusing  to  attend  before  such  assessor,  taxing 
officer  or  authority,  and  said  court  shall  have  power,  as  in  cases 
depending  in  said  court,  to  punish  as  for  contempt  any  person 
disobeying  or  disregarding  such  process. 

Sec.  141.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  the  owner  of 

other  taxing  personal  property  in  two  or  more  taxing  districts  is  entitled  to 
a  deduction  for  debts  in  excess  of  the  assessed  value  of  his  per- 
sonal estate  in  the  taxing  district  where  he  resides,  he  shall  be 
entitled  to  have  such  farther  deduction,  as  is  or  maybe  allowed 
by  this  act,  made  from  the  assessed  value  of  his  personal  estate 
in  the  other  taxing  districts  wherein  he  may  own  personal 
estate,  according  to  such  rules  and  in  such  manner  as  the  State 
board  of  taxation  shall  prescribe. 

Sec.  142.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  an  exemption 

asse^s^rs'of  is   claimed    by  a  person  in  any  township,  and   the   person  to 

of  deductions,  whom  the  indebtedness  is  due  resides  in  another  township  or 
taxing  district  than  the  one  in  which  the  exenrption  is  claimed 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessor  allowing  the   exemption 
forthwith  to  notify  the  assessor  in  the  township  or  taxing  dis- 
trict where  the  creditor  lives. 

TO    ATTEND    MEETING    OF     TOWNSHIP    COMMITTEE    TO    REVISE    AND 
CORRECT    DUPLICATE  CF    ASSESSMENT. 

"  An  act  concerning  taxes. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
Eev.,  p.  1148,  S.  47. 
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That  it  shall  he  the  duty  of  the  assessor  who  made  theasse 
ment   appealed  from,  to  attend  at  the   said  time   and   place  he- 
fore  the  said  committee,  and  to  offer  such  reasons  as  he  may 
think  proper  in  support  of  the  said  assessment." 

"A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concern- 
ing taxes,'  approved  April  fourteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-six. 

Approved  April  11,  1S67. 
P.  L.,  1867,  p.  934. 
Rev.,  p.  11  (50,  S.  93. 

That  the  assessors  of  the  several  townships,  towns,  wards, 
boroughs  and  cities  in  this  State  shall,  on  the  third  Tuesday  in 
August  of  each  year,  attend  the  meeting  of  the  committee  or 
council  of  his  township,  town,  borough  or  city,  and  lay  before 
them  the  duplicate  of  assessment,  to  be  by  them  examined, 
revised  and  corrected  ;  and  that  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  remain 
with  said  council  for  the  purpose  of  explaining  the  said 
duplicate,  and  assisting  said  committee  or  council  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  required  of  them  by  this  act." 

Sec.  143.     And   be   it   enacted,  That   the  assessors  of  the 
several  townships  in  this  State  shall,  on  the  third  Tuesday  in^ef^uh 
August   in   each   year,    attend    the   meeting  of  the  township  mittefto revise 
committee,  and  lay  before  them  the  duplicate  of  assessment  sessment.c 
aforesaid,  to  be  by  them  examined,  revised  and  corrected  ;  and 
that  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  remain  with  said  committee  for  the 
purpose  of  explaining  said  duplicate,  and  assisting  said  com- 
mittee in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  required  of  them  by  this 
act. 

TO    CONSTITUTE    COUNTY    BOARD    OF    ASSESSORS    AND    ATTEND  MEET- 
INGS   OF    SUCH    BOARD. 

"  An  act  concerning  taxes. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 

P.  L.,  1846,  p.. 

Rev.,  p.  1141,  S.  3,4,  6. 
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(3.)  That  when  any  money  shall  be  directed  to  be  assessed, 
collected  and  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  State,  agreeably  to 
this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessors  of  the  several 
townships  in  every  county  to  meet  at  the  hour  of  ten  in  the 
forenoon  of  the  first  Monday  in  September  in  every  year,  at 
the  place  of  holding  the  court  of  common  pleas  in  such  county, 
and  at  such  meeting  to  furnish  full,  true  and  accurate  abstracts, 
under  oath  or  affirmation,  from  their  respective  tax  books,  of 
ratable  lands,  chattels,  effects,  estates  and  certainties,  so  by 
them  respectively  made,  as  required  in  the  first  and  second 
sections  of  this  act,  and  then  and  there  to  ascertain  the  amount 
of  the  certainties  required  by  law  to  be  rated  in  the  assessment 
to  be  made,  and  to  estimate  the  estate,  real  and  personal,  taken 
by  the  assessor  of  each  township  at  such  valuation  as  they  or 
a  majority  of  them  then  present  shall  think  reasonable  and 
just,  according  to  the  lawT  for  the  time  being  for  that  purpose, 
and  thereby  to  adjust  and  fix  the  proportion  or  quota  of  the 
tax  to  be  levied  and  collected  in  each  township. 

(4.)  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  assessors  at  such 
meeting  to  make  out  two  abstracts  of  the  amount  of  all  the 
ratables  in  each  township,  in  the  manner  heretofore  practiced, 
designating  in  separate  columns  in  said  abstracts  the  amount  uf 
quotas,  if  any,  of  county,  poor,  and  road  tax,  to  be  assessed 
and  collected  in  the  different  townships,  and  also  the  number 
of  taxable  inhabitants  in  each  township,  which  shall  be  signed 
by  every  assessor  present,  and  on  the  same  clay  delivered  to 
the  county  collector,  who  shall  lay  one  of  the  said  abstracts 
before  the  legislature  during  the  course  oi  the  first  week  of 
their  stated  annual  session. 

(6.)  That  the  amount  of  the  certainties  shall  be  deducted  by 
the  said  assessors  from  the  quota  or  sum  apportioned  to  every 
township,  and  the  remainder  of  the  said  quota  or  sum,  with 
the  fees  of  assessment,  collection  and  paying  over  to  the  treas- 
urer, shall  be  assessed  on  the  other  taxable  property  within 
such  township,  according  to  the  valuations  aforesaid,  at  such 
rate  per  dollar  as  will  be  sufficient  to  produce  the  sum 
required." 
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"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concern ing 
taxes,'  approved  April  fourteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
B1X. 

Approved  April  11,  1866. 
P.  L.,  1866,  p.  1078. 
llev.,  p.  1150,  S.  71. 

That  when  any  money  shall  be  directed  to  be  assessed  for 
State  or  county  purposes,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessors 
of  the  several  townships  and  wards  in  the  county  to  meet  at 
the  time  prescribed  by  law,  in  every  year,  at  the  place  of  hold- 
ing the  court  of  common  pleas  in  such  county,  and  each  of 
the  said  assessors  shall  produce  his  duplicate  of  the  value  of 
real  and  personal  estate  to  be  by  him  assessed,  with  the  amount 
of  each  column  and  the  total  of  all  the  columns  correctly  added 
together,  and  shall  also  produce  an  affidavit  by  him  subscribed 
and  taken,  upon  his  oath  or  affirmation,  before  some  person 
authorized  to  administer  oaths,  of  the  following  or  like  tenor 
and  effect,  viz. : 

'  I,  ,  assessor  of  ,   do  hereby 

swear  (or  solemnly  affirm),  that  I  have  diligently  inquired 
respecting  the  nature  and  value  of  the  real  and  personal  estate 
liable  to  taxation  in  the  township  (or  ward)  whereof  I  am 
assessor,  and  have,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  and  without  favor 
or  partiality,  valued  all  the  said  property  liable  to  taxation  in 
said  township  (or  ward)  at  its  full  and  fair  value,  at  such  price 
as  in  my  judgment  said  property  would  sell  for  at  a  fair  and 
bona  fide  sale  by  private  contract  on  the  day  prescribed  by  law 
for  commencing  the  assessment,  and  liave  deducted  from  such 
value  only  such  balance  of  debts  as  is  prescribed  by  law ';  and  if 
any  assessor  shall  be  unable  to  attend  such  meeting,  it  shall  be  his 
duty  to  send  his  duplicate  with  the  affidavit  aforesaid,  and  in 
case  any  assessor  neglecting  to  attend  or  to  produce  or  send  his 
duplicate  and  affidavit  aforesaid,  the  majority  of  the  assessors 
convened  shall  estimate  the  value  of  the  property  liable  to 
assessment  in  the  township  or  ward  of  the  absent  assessor, 
according  to  the  best  of  their  information  and  belief." 
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"  Supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  A  further  supplement  to  an 
act  entitled  'An  act  concerning  taxes/  approved  April  four- 
teenth, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six,'  and  which 
said  supplement  was  approved  April  eleventh,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-six. 

Approved  March  23,  1S83. 
P.  L.,  1SS3,  p.  192. 
S.  Rev.,  p.  980,  S.  1. 

That  section  thirteen  of  said  act  to  which  this  is  a  further 
supplement  (Rev.,  p.  1155,  Sec.  72),  be  amended  so  as  to  read 
as  follows : 

That  the  board  of  assessors  when  met  as  aforesaid,  shall 
compute  and  ascertain  the  whole  value  of  real  and  personal 
estate,  after  the  deduction  of  debts,  to  be  taxed  according  to 
the  value  thereof,  contained  in  the  duplicates  of  the  several 
assessors  or  estimated  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  fix  and  adjust  the 
proportion  or  quota  of  tax  to  be  levied  and  collected  in  each 
township  or  ward  in  proportion  to  said  value ;  provided,  that 
if  it  shall  appear  to  the  assessors  so  met  as  aforesaid,  from  a 
careful,  particular  and  thorough  comparison  of  the  said 
respective  duplicates,  that  the  value  of  the  property  contained 
in  any  duplicate  is  relatively  less  than  the  value  of  other  prop- 
erty in  the  county,  they  may,  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  and 
adjusting  the  said  proportion  or  quota,  and  for  that  purpose 
only,  add  thereto  such  percentage  as  shall  appear  to  them  just 
and  proper,  and  warranted  by  said  comparison,  but  not  other- 
wise ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  assessors,  at  such  meeting, 
to  make  out  two  abstracts  of  the  net  value  of  the  taxable  real 
and  personal  property,  designating  the  amount  of  real  estate 
and  personal  property  in  each  township  and  ward,  which  shall 
be  signed  by  every  assessor  present,  and  shall,  within  three 
days,  be  delivered  to  the  county  collector,  who  shall  forthwith 
file  one  of  them  and  transmit  the  other  to  the  Comptroller  of 
the  State,  for  the  use  of  the  legislature  ;  and  each  of  the  said 
assessors  shall,  within  fifteen  days  after  said  meeting,  deliver 
to  the  collector  whose  duty  it  is  to  collect  the  taxes  by  him 
assessed,  a  true  transcript  or  duplicate  of  the  assessment  of 
taxes   for   the   said   townsbip  (or  ward),  completed  as  herein 
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directed,  and  by  him  certified  under  his  hand  to  he  ;i  true 
duplicate  of  the  taxes  assessed;  and  provided  also,  that  if  a 
majority  of  the  assessors  of  the  county  shall  fail  to  meet  on 
the  day  prescribed  by  law,  those  met  shall  adjourn  from  day 
to  day,  at  the  same  place,  until  a  majority  shall  attend.  " 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concerning 
taxes/  approved  April  fourteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-six. 

Approved  March  10,  1884. 
P.  L.,  1884,  p.  72. 
S.  Rev.  p.  985,  8.  27. 

That  if  in  any  city,  ward  or  township  of  this  State  there  exists 
a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  assessor  of  such  city,  ward  or  town- 
ship, or  a  vacancy  or  vacancies  in  the  membership  of  any  board 
whose  duty  it  is  to  assess  and  levy  the  State,  State  school  and 
county  taxes  within  such  city,  wTard  or  township,  at  the  time 
fixed  by  law  for  the  meeting  of  the  assessors  of  the  county,  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  majority  of  the  assessors  of 
the  county  wherein  such  city,  ward  or  township  is  situate, 
attending  such  meeting,  after  they  shall  have  ascertained  the 
proportion  of  the  tax  to  be  assessed  and  levied  on  the  city, 
ward  or  township  of  the  non-attending  assessor  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  section  nine  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supple- 
ment, forthwith  to  appoint  a  committee  of  not  less  than  three 
of  the  attending  members  of  their  body,  who  thereupon  are 
authorized  and  empowered  to  perform  all  duties  which  by  law 
the  assessor  of  any  such  city,  ward  or  township,  or  any  such 
board,  is  or  may  be  required  by  law  to  perform  as  to  the  levy- 
ing and  assessing  of  any  State,  State  school  and  county  taxes, 
within  any  such  city,  ward  or  township." 

"  A  further  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  concerning 
taxes,'  approved  April  fourteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-six. 

Approved  March  31,  L890. 
P.  L.,  1890,  p.  158,  S.  1,3. 
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(1.)  That  the  third  section  of  the  act  entitled  'An  act  con- 
cerning taxes,'  approved  April  fourteenth,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-six,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  to 
read  as  follows : 

(3.)  That  when  any  money  shall  be  directed  to  be  assessed, 
collected  and  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  State,  agreeably  to 
this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessors  of  the  several 
townships,  in  every  county,  to  meet  at  the  hour  of  ten  in  the 
forenoon  of  the  first  Tuesday  in  September,  in  every  year,  at  the 
place  of  holding  the  court  of  common  pleas  in  such  county,  and 
at  such  meeting  to  furnish  full,  true  and  accurate  abstracts,  under 
oath  or  affirmation,  from  their  respective  tax  books,  of  ratable 
lands,  chattels,  effects,  estates  and  certainties,  so  by  them 
respectively  made,  as  required  in  the  first  and  second  sections 
of  this  act,  and  then  and  there  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  the 
certainties  required  by  law  to  be  rated  in  the  assessment  to  be 
made,  and  to  estimate  the  estate,  real  and  personal,  taken  by 
the  assessor  of  each  township,  at  such  valuation  as  they  or  a 
majority  of  them  then  present  shall  think  reasonable  and 
just,  according  to  the  law  for  the  time  being  for  that  purpose 
and  thereby  to  adjust  and  fix  the  proportion  or  quota  of  the 
tax  to  be  levied  and  collected  in  each  township." 

Sec.  144.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  when  any  money  shall 
sessor to^at'tend  ^g  c{irected  to  be  assessed  for  State  or  county  purposes,  it  shall 
board  of  asses-  fa  ^he  duty  of  the  assessors  of  the  several  townships  in  this 
State,  in  every  county,  to  meet  at  the  hour  of  ten  in  the  fore- 
noon of  the  first  Tuesday  in  September,  in  every  year,  at  the 
place  of  holding  the  court  of  common  pleas  in  such  county, 
and  at  such  meeting  to  furnish  full,  true  and  accurate  abstracts, 
under  oath  or  affirmation,  from  their  respective  tax  books,  of 
ratable  lands,  chattels,  effects,  estates  and  certainties,  so  by 
them  respectively  made,  and  shall  produce  their  duplicate  of 
the  same  to  be  by  them  assessed,  with  the  amount  of  each 
column  and  the  total  of  all  columns  correctly  added  together, 
and  shall  then  and  there  ascertain  the  amounts  of  the  certainties 
required  by  law  to  be  rated  in  the  assessment  to  be  made,  and 
to  estimate  the  estate,  real  and  personal,  taken  by  the  assessor 
of  each  township  at  such  valuation  as  they  or  a  majority  of 
them  present  shall  think  reasonable  and  just,  and  thereby  to 
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adjust  and  fix  the  proportion  or  quota  of  the  tax  to  be  levied 
and  collected  in  each  township. 

Sec.  145.     And    be   it   enacted,  That  each  of  the  assessors 
aforesaid    shall    produce   at   such   meeting  to  the  officers  andcate    before 

'  rt,  ,       .  ,  .  i         m      i  it  board  of  asses- 

members  thereof  an  affidavit   by  him  subscribed  and  taken,  sore  and  verify 

•  e  i'i  the  same. 

upon  his  oath  or  affirmation,  before  some  person  authorized 
to  administer  oaths,  of  the  following  or  like  tenor  and  effect, 
viz.  : 

"  I,  ,  assessor  of  ,  do  hereby 

swear  (or  solemnly  affirm)  that  I  have  diligently  inquired 
respecting  the  nature  and  value  of  the  real  and  personal  estate 
liable  to  taxation  in  the  township  (or  ward)  whereof  I  am 
assessor,  and  have  to  the  best  of  my  ability  and  without  favor 
or  partiality,  valued  all  the  said  property  liable  to  taxation  in 
said  township  (or  ward)  at  its  full  and  fair  value,  at  such  price 
as  in  my  judgment  said,  property  would  sell  for  at  a  fair  and 
bona  fide  sale  by  private  contract  on  the  day  prescribed  by 
law  for  commencing  the  assessment,  and  have  deducted  from 
such  value  only  such  balance  of  debts  as  is  prescribed  by  law." 

Sec.  146.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  a   majority  of    the 

..,..,  -i  -i         Board  of  asses- 

assessors  of  the  county  shall  fail  to  meet  on  the  dav  prescribed  sore   may  ad- 

.  vi.  journ. 

by  this  act,  those  met  shall  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  at  the 
same  place,  until  a  majority  shall  attend ;  and  if  any  assessor 
shall  be  unable  to  attend  such  meeting,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to 
send  his  duplicate  with  the  affidavit  aforesaid  ;  and  in  case  any 
assessor  shall  neglect  to  attend  or  to  produce  or  send  his  dupli- 
cate and  affidavit  aforesaid,  the  majority  of  the  assessors 
convened  shall  estimate  the  value  of  the  property  liable  to 
assessment  in  the  township  or  ward  of  the  absent  assessor, 
according  to  the  best  of  their  information  and  belief,  and 
thereby  to  adjust  and  fix  the  proportion  or  quota  of  the  tax  to 
be  levied  and  collected  in  such  township,  which  proportion 
shall  be  assessed  and  collected  by  the  assessor  and  collector  of 
the  said  township. 

Sec.  147.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  board  of  assessors,  Duties  of  board 
when  met  as  aforesaid,   shall  compute  and  ascei tain  the  whole    ofassessors- 
value  of  real  and  personal  estate  after  the  deduction  of  debts, 
to  be  taxed  according  to  the  value  thereof,  contained  in  the 
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duplicate  of  the  several  assessors  or  estimated  as  aforesaid,  and 
shall  fix  and  adjust  the  proportion  or  quota  of  tax  to  be  levied 
and  collected  in  each  township  or  ward  in  proportion  to  said 
value ;  provided,  that  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  assessors,  so  met 
as  aforesaid,  from  a  careful,  particular  and  thorough  comparison 
of  the  said  respective  duplicates,  that  the  value  of  the  property 
contained  in  any  duplicate  is  relatively  less  than  the  value 
of  other  property  in  the  county,  they  may,  for  the  purpose  of 
fixing  and  adjusting  the  said  proportion  or  quota,  and  for  that 
purpose  only,  add  thereto  such  percentage  as  shall  appear  to 
them  just  and  proper,  and  warranted  by  said  comparison,  but 
not  otherwise 

Sec.  148.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
ibid.  s.  147.  the  said  assessors  at  such  meeting  to  make  out  two  abstracts  of 
the  amount  of  all  the  ratables  in  each  township,  in  the  manner 
heretofore  practiced,  designating  in  separate  columns  in  said 
abstracts  the  amount  of  quotas,  if  any,  of  county,  poor  and  road 
tax,  to  be  assessed  and  collected  in  the  different  townships,  and 
also  the  number  of  taxable  inhabitants  in  each  township  ;  which 
shall  be  signed  by  every  assessor  present,  and  shall  within  three 
days  be  delivered  to  the  county  collector,  who  shall  forthwith 
file  one  of  them  and  transmit  the  other  to  the  Comptroller  of 
the  State  for  the  use  of  the  legislature. 


Ibid.  S.  U1 


Sec.  149.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  amount  of  the  cer- 
tainties shall  oe  deducted  by  the  said  assessors  from  the  quota 
or  sum  apportioned  to  every  township,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  said  quota  or  sum,  with  the  fees  of  assessment,  collection 
and  paying  over  to  the  treasurer,  shall  be  assessed  on  the  tax- 
able property  within  such  township,  according  to  the  valuations 
aforesaid,  at  such  rate  per  dollar,  as  will  be  sufficient  to  pro- 
duce the  sum  required. 

Procedure  in  Sec,  150.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever,  in  any  town- 
fn Sboardaofl as-  ship  in  this  State  there  exists  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  assessor 
of  such  township  or  ward  whose  duty  it  is  to  assess  and  levy  the 
State,  State  school  and  county  taxes  within  such  township  at 
the  time  fixed  by  law  for  the  meeting  of  the  assessors  of  the 
county,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  majority  of  the 
assessors  of  the  county,  wherein  such  township  or  ward  is  situ- 
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ate,  attending  such  meeting,  after  they  shall  have  ascertained 
the  proportion  of  the  tax  to  be  assessed  and  levied  on  the  town- 
ship of  the  non-attending  assessor  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
this  act,  forthwith  to  appoint  a  committee  of  not  less  than 
three  of  the  attending  members  of  their  body,  who  thereupon 
are  authorized  and  empowered  to  perform  all  duties  which  by 
law  the  assessor  of  any  township  is  or  may  be  required  by  law 
to  perform  as  to  the  levying  and  assessing  of  any  State,  State 
school  and  county  taxes,  within  any  such  township;  and  the 
said  taxes  so  levied  and  assessed  shall  be  valid,  notwithstanding 
they  maybe  assessed  or  levied  by  said  committee  prior  or  sub- 
sequent to  the  time  fixed  by  this  act  for  the  regular  assessment 
of  taxes. 


WHEN  TO  ASSESS  OTHER  THAN  TOWNSHIP  TAXES. 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  for  the 
formation  of  borough  governments,'  approved  April  fifth,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-eight;  and  also  an  act  to 
amend  a  supplement  to  said  borough  act,  approved  March 
fifteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-one. 

Passed  March  27,  1882. 
P.  L.,  1S82,  p.  192. 

That  section  two  of  an  act  entitled  '  A  supplement  to  an 
act  entitled,  '  An  act  for  the  formation  of  borough  gover- 
ments,'  approved  April  fifth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-eight,  which  supplement  was  approved  March  fifteenth, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-one,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  repealed. 

That  section  thirteen  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  further 
supplement,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  read 
as  follows  : 

13.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  legal  voters  of  the  said 
borough,  at  each  election  for  mayor  and  councilmen  under  this 
act  shall,  by  vote  and  upon  the  same  ballot  used  in  voting  for 
the  officers  aforesaid,  designate  an  amount  of  money  to  be 
raised  for   borough  purposes,  not    exceeding  fifteen    hundred 
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dollars  in  any  one  year ;  and  the  sum  of  money  designated 
upon  the  ballot  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  at  any 
such  election,  shall  be  the  sum  to  be  raised  by  taxation  for 
borough  purposes,  and  the  result  shall  be  certified  upon  the 
returns  of  said  election,  and  the  amount  of  money  so  voted 
shall  be  assessed  and  collected  under  the  name  of  borough  tax, 
by  the  same  officers,  and  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same 
manner  as  township  taxes  are,  or  may  hereafter  be  collected  by 
law  ;  provided  the  same  shall  be  assessed  only  upon  the  taxable 
property,  real  and  personal,  within  the  borough  limits  ;  and 
the  moneys  so  raised  shall  be  paid  out  by  the  township  col- 
lector, upon  the  warrant  of  the  council,  signed  by  the  mayor 
and  attested  by  the  borough  clerk  :  and  if  any  township  col- 
lector, at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office,  shall  have  in  his 
hands  any  balance  of  such  moneys,  he  shall  turn  the  same  over 
to  his  successor  in  office  ;  said  township  collectors  shall  be  re- 
sponsible upon  their  official  bonds  as  township  collectors,  for 
said  moneys  by  them  collected  or  received,  and  the  assessors 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  three  cents  on  each  name  upon  their 
respective  duplicates  for  assessing  such  borough  tax,  and  the 
township  collectors  shall  receive  the  sum  of  five  cents  on  each 
dollar  for  collecting  and  disbursing  the  same,  and  no  more  ;  if 
any  person  shall  think  himself  or  herself  aggrieved  by  any 
assessment  or  taxation  made  or  levied  under  this  act,  he  or  she, 
shall  have  the  same  remedy  by  appeal  or  certiorari  as  in  the 
case  of  township  taxes." 

"  An  act  to  authorize  the  levying  and  collection  of  a  tax  for 
certain  municipal  purposes  when  authorized  by  the  governing 
authorities  of,  any  village  by  a  vote  of  the  inhabitants  at  a 
meeting. 

Approved  April  15,  1890. 

P.  L.,  1890,  p.  266. 

That  the  assessor  of  any  township  in  which  any  such  village 
shall  be  located  shall,  upon  requisition  of  the  trustees  or  other 
governing  authority  of  any  village  in  said  township,  assess 
upon  the  ratable  land,  chattels,  effects,  assets  and  certainties  of 
such  village,    in   addition   to   other   taxes   which   he   may   be 
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authorized  or  directed  by  law  to  assess,  such  sum  of  money  as 
the  trustees  or  other  governing  authority  of  said  village  have 
made  requisition  upon  him  to  assess  for  the  purposes  mentioned 
in  their  requisition,  which,  however,  must  be  confined  to  one 
or  more  of  the  purposes  mentioned  in  section  one  of  this  act ; 
the  evidence  to  the  assessor  of  his  authority  to  levy  the  taxes 
authorized  by  this  act  shall  be  a  certificate,  signed  by  the 
trustees,  or  by  whatever  name  the  governing  authority  of  such 
village  may  be  called,  certifying  that  they  make  such  requisi- 
tion, and  that  the  same  has  been  ratified  by  a  majority  vote  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  village  present  at  a  village  meeting  duly 
called  for  that  purpose ;  for  which  service  as  aforesaid  the  said 
assessor  shall  receive  from  the  trustees  or  other  governing 
authorities  of  the  village,  or  its  financial  officer,  the  sum  of 
five  cents  for  each  name  assessed  by  him  as  aforesaid,  and  no 
more." 

"  An  act  for  the  formation  and  government  of  villages. 

Approved  Feb.  23,  1891. 
P.  L.  1891,  p.  33. 

That  the  said  trustees  shall  certify  the  amount  to  be  raised 
to  the  assessor  of  the  township  wherein  such  village  shall  be 
located,  on  or  before  the  twentieth  day  of  August  annually, 
requiring  him  to  assess  the  same  upon  real  and  personal  estate 
within  said  village  liable  to  taxation,  which  certificate  shall  be 
signed  by  said  trustees  or  the  president  thereof,  and  attested 
by  the  clerk,  under  the  corporate  seal  of  said  village,  and  shall 
be  evidence  to  the  assessor  of  his  authority  to  levy  the  taxes 
authorized  by  this  act ;  provided,  that  in  case  said  village  lies 
in  more  than  one  township,  the  amount  of  village  taxes  shall 
be  certified  to  the  assessor  of  the  township  wherein  said  village 
lies,  and  be  assessed  by  them  proportionately  to  the  amount  of 
the  real  and  personal  property  within  the  limits  of  said  village 
in  their  respective  townships." 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled,  'A  further  supple- 
ment to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concerning  taxes,'  approved 
April  fourteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred   and  forty-six, 
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which  said  further  supplement   was  approved    April  eleventh, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-six. 

Approved  March  9,  L891. 
P.  L.  1891,  p.  102. 

That  whenever  any  borough  or  other  taxing  district  in  this 
State  has  refused  or  neglected,  or  shall  hereafter  refuse  or 
neglect  to  elect  or  appoint  an  assessor  to  assess  and  levy,  or  a 
collector  to  collect  the  State  school  tax  or  other  tax  due  the 
State,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessor  and  collector  of  the 
township  from  which  the  said  borough  or  taxing  district  was 
originally  carved  or  set  off  to  assess,  levy  and  collect  all  taxes 
due  from  such  borough  or  taxing  district,  whether  in  arrears  or 
otherwise,  in  the  manner  provided  in  the  act  to  which  this  is  a 
supplement,  to  wit,  said  supplement  of  April  eleventh,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-six,  and  to  pay  over  the  same 
as  by  law  they  would  be  j  equired  to  do  if  they  had  assessed, 
levied  and  collected  the  same  under  said  act  of  April  eleventh, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-six. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  township  assessor  within 
thirty  days  after  written  notice  from  the  county  collector  of 
the  amount  of  taxes  due  and  unpaid  from  such  borough  or 
taxing  district,  to  assess  and  levy  upon  the  taxable  property  of 
such  borough  or  taxing  district  the  taxes  due  and  unpaid,  and 
in  giving  such  notice  the  county  collector  shall  state  the 
amount  of  taxes  due  or  in  arrears,  and  such  statement  and 
notice  shall  be  a  sufficient  warrant  to  the  assessor  in  assessing 
the  same. 

That  the  said  assessor  upon  receiving  such  notice  shall  pro- 
ceed immediately  to  make  such  assessment,  and  as  soju  as  the 
same  is  completed  shall  turn  over  his  duplicate  to  the  collector 
of  said  township,  and  such  assessor  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same 
rate  of  compensation  for  assessing  such  taxes  as  he  is  now 
entitled  to  receive  under  the  said  act  of  April  eleventh,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-six,  or  any  act  which  amends 
or  changes  the  provisions  thereof. 

when  to  assess     Sec.  151.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  any  borough, 
than  township  town  or  village  or  other  taxing  district  in  any  township  in  this 

taxes. 

State  has  refused  or  neglected,  or  shall  hereafter  refuse  or  neg- 
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lect  to  eled  or  appoint  an  assessor  to  assess  and  Levy  the  State 
school  tax  or  other  tax  duo  to  the  State,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  assessor  of  the  township  from  which  the  said  borough  or 
taxing  district  was  originally  carved  or  set  off,  to  assess  and 
levy  all  taxes  due  from  such  borough  or  taxing  district,  whether 
in  arrears  or  otherwise,  in  the  same  manner  as  township  taxes 
are  authorized  by  this  act  to  he  assessed. 

Sec.  152.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
such  town  assessor  within  thirty  days  after  notice  from  the  ibid.  s.  151. 
county  collector  of  the  amount  of  taxes  due  and  unpaid  from 
such  borough,  town,  village  or  other  taxing  district,  to  assess  and 
levy  upon  the  taxable  property  of  such  borough,  town,  village 
or  taxing  district,  the  taxes  due  and  unpaid,  and  in  giving  that 
notice,  the  county  collector  shall  state  the  amount  of  taxes  due 
and  in  arrears,  and  such  statement  and  notice  shall  be  a  suffi- 
cient warrant  to  the  assessor  in  assessing  the  same;  and  the 
eaid  assessor  upon  receiving  such  notice,  shall  proceed  immedi- 
ately to  make  such  assessment,  and  as  soon  as  the  same  is  com- 
pleted, shall  turn  over  his  duplicate  to  the  collector  of  said 
township. 


Sec.  153.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  any  incorpor- 
ated borough,  town  or  village  shall  not  be  provided  with  pro- 
per officers  for  the  assessment  of  the  taxes  to  be  imposed  for 
their  local  government,  and  the  governing  body  of  such 
borough,  town  or  village,  shall  on  or  before  the  twentieth  day 
of  August  in  each  year  certify  to  the  assessor  of  the  township 
in  which  such  borough,  town  or  village  is  located,  the  amount 
of  money  to  be  raised  for  their  local  purposes  under  their  sig- 
natures, or  the  signature  of- their  presiding  officer,  and  attested 
by  the  clerk  under  the  corporate  seal  of  said  borough,  town  or 
village,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  assessor,  acting  upon  the 
said  evidence  of  authority,  to  assess  the  same  upon  the  real  and 
personal  estate  within  such  borough,  town  or  village,  liable  to 
taxation,  in  the  manner  provided  by  this  act  for  the  assessment 
of  township  taxes  ;  the  said  tax  to  be  denominated  respectively, 
"  borough  tax,"  "  town  tax  "  or  "  village  tax,"  as  the  case  may 
be. 


Ibid.  S.  151. 
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TO  ATTEND    MEETING    OF  THE    COMMISSIONERS  OF    APPEAL    IN    CASE 

OF  TAXATION. 

"  An  act  concerning  taxes. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
Kev.,  p.  1148,  S.  46,  47. 

(46.)  That  the  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation, 
in  and  for  every  township,  shall,  for  the  purpose  of  discharging 
the  duties  of  their  office,  convene  at  the  usual  place  of  holding 
town  meeting,  and  at  such  times  where  it  is  not  otherwise 
directed  by  law,  as  they  shall  appoint,  giving  at  least  eight 
days'  previous  notice  of  every  such  meeting  in  writing  under 
their  hands,  and  fixed  up  at  six  or  more  of  the  most  public 
places  in  such  township. 

(47.)  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessor  who  made  the 
assessment  appealed  from,  to  attend  at  the  said  time  and  place 
before  the  said  commissioners,  and  to  offer  such  reasons  as  he 
may  think  proper  in  support  of  the  said  assessment." 

Sec.  154.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 

the  assessor  in  and  for  every  township  to  attend  the  meeting  of 

To  attend  meet  the  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation,  on  the  fourth 

ing  of  commis-  r  1  J 

™aiers  °f  ap"  Tuesday  of  November,  annually,  and  such  other  meetings  as 
the  said  commissioners  may  appoint,  to  offer  such  reasons  as 
he  may  think  proper  in  support  of  any  assessment  that  may  be 
appealed  from. 

WHEN  TO  COEEECT  ASSESSMENT  AND  EE-ASSESS. 

"  A  general  act  concerning  taxes. 

Approved  March  19,  1891. 
P.  L.,  1891,  p.  189. 

(Section  one  (1)  constitutes  the  State  Board  of  Taxation.) 

Said  board  shall  have  power  on  complaint  of  any  owner  to 
decrease  the  assessment  made  upon  his  property,  where,  in  their 
judgment,  injustice  has  been  done,  or  where  it  is  necessary  to 
secure  uniform  and  true  valuation;  and  if  for  this  purpose  it 
becomes  necessary  to  direct  an  assessor  or  other   taxing  officer 
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to  make  a  re-assessment  of  such  property  according  tu  the  rales 
which  the  said  hoard  shall  establish,  it  shall  do  BO;  and   if  such 

assessor  or  other  taxing  officer  shall  fail  or  refuse  to  comply 
with  the  order,  so  given,  the  hoard  shall  have  power  to  appoint 
some  other  person  to  make  the  new  assessment  under  the 
direction  of  the  hoard." 

Sec.  155.  And  he  it  enacted,  That  whenever  the  assess-  re7th^L%mZl 
ment  of  the  assessor  of  any  township  in  this  State  shall  be  ap- and  re-assess- 
pealed  from  by  any  person,  thinking;  himself  or  herself  aggrieved 
thereby  to  the  State  Board  of  Taxation,  and  the  said  board 
shall  direct  a  re-assessment,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
assessor  to  make  a  re-assessment  of  the  property  of  such  person 
according  to  the  order  and  by  the  rules  made  and  established 
by  said  State  Board  of  Taxation. 

WHEN    TO  DELIVER    DUPLICATE  OF    ASSESSMENTS  TO  THE  TOWNSHIP 
COLLECTOR   OF   TAXES. 

"  An  act  concerning  taxes. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
Rev.,  p.  1141,  S.  5. 

That  the  said  assessors  shall  within  fifteen  days  after  such 
meeting  deliver  to  the  township  collector  a  true  transcript  or 
duplicate  of  the  said  assessment,  in  which  they  shall  add  to- 
gether the  sums  contained  in  each  column,  and  place  such 
aggregate  sum  at  the  foot  of  each  column,  through  every 
page." 

Sec.  156.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  said  assessors  shall  ^^ t0 deiiy'r 
within  fifteen  days  after  the  county  meeting  of  assessors  afore-  conecto£te  t 
said,  deliver  to  the  township  collector  a  true  transcript  or 
duplicate  of  the  said  assessment  of  taxes,  in  which  they  shall 
add  together  the  sums  contained  in  each  column,  and  place 
such  aggregate  sum  at  the  foot  of  each  column,  through  every 
page. 

DUTIES    AS    TO    VITAL    STATISTICS. 

"  An  act  concerning  the  registry  and  returns  of  marriages, 
births  and  deaths. 

Approved  April  5,  1878. 

P.  L.,  1878,  p.  354. 

S.  Rev.,  p.  444,  S.  5,  6,  9,  12. 
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(5.)  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  assessors,  clerks  and 
other  officers  to  transmit,  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  each 
calendar  mouth,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  at  Trenton,  and  in 
an  envelope  or  package  marked  '  vital  statistics,'  all  the  certifi- 
cates of  marriages,  births  and  deaths,  as  above  described, 
received  during  the  preceding  month,  or  at  such  other  intervals 
or  periods  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

(6.)  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  assessors,  clerks  and 
other  <  fficers,  to  make  and  keep  a  complete  list,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, of  all  coroners,  physicians,  mid  wives,  undertakers,  clergy- 
men and  other  persons  authorized  to  solemnize  marriages,  and 
on  or  about  the  first  day  of  May,  in  each  year,  to  send  to  each 
a  printed  copy  of  the  sections  of  this  act  defining  their 
respective  duties,  and  to  furnish  them,  on  application,  with  the 
proper  blanks  to  make  the  prescribed  returns. 

(9.)  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  *  *  *  ;  and  it  is  also  pro- 
vided that  any  assessor  of  a  township,  at  the  time  of  his  annual 
assessment,  in  case  he  finds  any  return  of  birth  not  made  as 
herein  provided,  may  fill  out  the  certificate  of  the  same  on  the 
usual  blank,  signed  by  himself  as  assessor  and  marked  '  special 
return,'  and  the  said  return  shall  be  valid  as  record  of  the 
birth,  but  shall  not  excuse  the  attendant  for  neglect  of  return. 

(12.)  That  the  proper  officer  to  receive  the  certificates  of 
marriages,  births  and  deaths,  and  to  grant  permits  for  burial, 
shall,  in    *    *    *   ,  and  in  townships,  the  assessor    *    *    *  ." 

"  An  act  to  secure  in  this  State  the  certification  of  marriages, 
births  and  deaths,  and  of  the  vital  facts  relating  thereto,  and 
to  provide  for  the  record  thereof. 

Approved  February  15,  1SS8. 
P.  L.,  1888,  p.  52,  S.  2,  5,  14. 

(2.)  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
physician  or  midwife  present  at  the  birth  of  any  child  born  in 
this  State,  and  in  case  there  be  no  physician  or  midwife  present, 
then  of  the  parents,  or  either  of  them,  to  transmit,  within 
thirty  days  after  such  birth,  to  the  officer  hereinafter  desig- 
nated, a  certificate  of  such    birth,   which   certificate   shall  set 
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forth  particularly,  as  far  as  they  can  be  obtained,  the  day  of 
the  month  and  year  of  the  birth,  the  township,  city  or  munici- 
pality, and  the  county  in  which  the  birth  occurred,  the  name 
of  each  of  the  parents,  the  maiden  name  of  the  mother,  the 
birthplace,  residence  and  occupation  of  each  of  the  parents, 
the  sex  and  color  of  the  child,  the  name  of  the  child,  if  it  be 
named,  and  the  name  of  the  attending  physician  or  midwife  if 
any  there  be ;  it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  assessor  of  every 
township,  and  of  the  clerk  or  the  person  acting  as  registrar  of 
vital  statistics  in  every  city,  borough,  town  or  other  local 
municipal  government,  between  the  first  and  tenth  days  of 
April,  in  each  and  every  year,  to  mail  to  each  physician  or 
midwife  residing  in  such  township,  city,  borough,  town  or 
other  local  municipal  government,  or  to  supply  to  every  such 
physician  or  midwife  on  application  therefor,  twelve  envelopes 
of  proper  size,  each  with  a  two  cent  postage  stamp  thereon,  to 
be  provided  at  the  expense  of  the  township,  city,  borough, 
town  or  other  local  municipal  government,  for  the  use  of  said 
physicians  and  midwives  in  transmitting  said  certificates  of 
birth  to  the  officer  hereinafter  designated  ;  any  physician,  mid- 
wife or  parent  whose  duty  it  may  be  to  transmit  such  certificate 
as  aforesaid,  and  who  shall  neglect  or  fail  to  perform  such 
duty  within  the  time  above  limited,  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty 
of  twenty  dollars ;  and  the  assessor  of  any  township  who  shall 
ascertain  that  any  physician,  midwife  or  parent  has  neglected 
or  failed  to  perform  such  duty  as  aforesaid,  within  the  time 
above  limited,  shall  forthwith  make  and  sign  a  certificate  set- 
ting forth  the  particulars  hereinabove  specified,  and  shall  mark 
the  same  with  the  words  '  special  return,'  but  no  such  certificate 
of  the  assessor  and  no  failure  of  any  assessor,  clerk  or  registrar 
of  vital  statistics  to  mail  the  envelopes  aforesaid,  shall  release 
any  physician  or  midwife,  or  any  parent,  from  the  duty  of 
certifying  such  birth  iu  the  manner  aforesaid,  nor  from  the 
penalty  incurred  by  any  neglect  or  failure  to  certify  such 
birth. 

(5.)  And  be  it  enacted,  That  every  certificate  of  death 
required  to  be  made  by  the  third  section  of  this  act,  shall, 
where  the  death  occurs  within  any  township,  and  the  burial  is 
to  be  made  within  the  limits  of  any  city,   borough,  town  or 
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other  local  municipal  government  of  this  State,  every  certificate 
of  such  death  shall  be  delivered  to  the  assessor  of  such  town- 
ship, if  there  be  one  in  office,  or  if  there  be  no  assessor  in 
office,  then  to  the  clerk  of  such  township,  which  assessor  or 
clerk  shall  thereupon  issue  a  permit  for  the  burial  of  the  body 
of  the  deceased  person  described  in  such  certificate  of  death, 
shall  give  said  permit  to  the  person  delivering  to  him  the 
certificate  of  death,  and  shall  retain  the  certificate  of  dsath,  to 
be  disposed  of  as  hereinafter  directed. 

(14.)  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
State  Bureau  of  Yital  Statistics  to  cause  to  be  prepared  blank 
forms  of  certificates  of  marriages,  births  and  deaths,  and  of 
burial  permits,  corresponding  to  the  requirements  of  this  act, 
which  forms,  together  with  such  sections  of  this  law  and  such 
instructions  and  explanations  thereof  as  the  said  bureau  may 
deem  useful  to  persons  having  duties  to  perform  under  this  act, 
shall  be  printed  anl  supplied  in  the  same  manner  as  the  blanks 
and  stationery  for  the  use  of  the  several  departments  and  public 
offices  of  the  State  government  are  printed  and  supplied,  and 
shall  be  distributed  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  shall  require, 
by  said  bureau,  amongst  the  assessors  of  the  townships  and  the 
registrars  and  clerks  of  the  cities,  boroughs,  towns  and  other 
local  municipal  governments  of  this  State ;  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  every  such  assessor,  registrar  and  clerk  to  make  and 
keep  a  complete  list,  as  far  as  possible,  of  all  ministers,  magis- 
trates, physicians,  midwives,  undertakers  and  other  persons 
required  to  perform  any  duties  under  this  act,  and  on  or  about 
the  first  day  of  May  of  each  year  to  send  to  each  such  person 
a  printed  copy  of  such  sections  of  this  act  and  of  such  instruc- 
tions and  explanations  as  may  be  prepared  as  aforesaid,  and 
also  to  furnish  to  each  such  person,  on  application,  free  of 
charge,  a  reasonable  number  of  said  blank  forms  as  such  person 
may  require ;  and  all  certificates  of  marriages,  births  or  deaths 
shall  be  made  on  the  printed  forms  furnished  by  said  bureau, 
or  if  they  be  written,  shall  conform  in  all  respects  to  said 
printed  forms.'' 

Sec.  157.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  assessor  of  every  township  to  receive  and  preserve  all 
certificates  of  marriages,  births  and  deaths  delivered  to  him  by 
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any  person  as  directed  by  this  act,  and  on  or  before  the  B  fteenth  To  receive  and 

j  j.  ,  preserve  certi- 

day  of  each  calendar  month,   to   transmit  by  mail  to  the  State cates °f  ">arri- 

^  7  J  aires.  &c ,  and 

Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics,  at  Trenton,  in  an  envelope  marked1  !Uis'"lt,)  tlie 

'  '  J  Bame  to  Bureau 

s  vital    statistics,'    all    the    certificates  of    marriage,  births  and  ofVital  Statto- 
deaths  received  by  him,  and  of  all  'special  returns'  of  births 
made  by  him  during  the  preceding  month. 

Sec.  158.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
every  assessor  upon  the  receipt  of  a  certificate  of  the  death  of  mStSburSS" 
any  person  within  his  township,  and  it  is  desired  to  bury  such 
person  within  the  limits  of  any  city,  borough,  town  or  other 
local  municipal  government  of  this  State,  to  issue  a  permit  for 
the  burial  of  the  body  of  the  deceased  person  described  in  the 
certificate  of  death ;  and  in  case  any  undertaker  or  other 
person,  who  shall  be  about  to  remove  from  this  State  the  body 
of  any  deceased  person  who  shall  have  died  within  this  State, 
shall  present  a  certificate  of  the  death  of  such  person  to  the 
assessor  of  the  township  in  which  the  death  shall  have  occurred, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  assessor  to  issue  to  the  person  pre- 
senting such  certificate  a  general  or  transmit  permit,  according 
as  the  case  may  require. 

Sec.  159.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  assessor  of  every  township,between  the  firs  and  tenth  day  of 

..-,.,,  .,     .  ,         ,        .    .  Mail  envelopes 

April,  in  each  and  every  year,   to  mail  to   each   physician   or  to    physicians 

f,     '  .,.  J    I     ,  '         ,  .  \J,  and   midwives. 

midwife  residing  in  such  township,  or  to  supply  to  every 
physician  or  midwife,  on  application  therefor,  twelve  envelopes 
of  proper  size,  each  with  a  two  cent  postage  stamp  thereon,  to 
be  provided  at  the  expense  of  the  township,  for  the  use  of  said 
physicians  and  midwives  in  transmitting  certificates  of  births 
occurring  in  any  township  of  this  State  ;  and  the  assessor  of 
any  township  who  shall  ascertain  that  any  physician,  midwife 
or  parent  has  neglected  or  failed  to  transmit  to  him  the  certifi- 
cate of  the  birth  of  any  child,  as  required  by  law,  within  thirty 
days  after  such  birth,  shall  forthwith  make  and  sign  a  certificate 
setting  forth  the  particulars  hereinabove  specified,  and  shall 
mark  the  same  with  the  words  '  special  return,'  but  no  such 
certificate  of  the  assessor  and  no  failure  of  any  assessor  to  mail 
the  envelopes  aforesaid  shall  release  any  physician  or  midwife 
or   any   parent  from   the   duty   of  certifying   such   birth,  as 
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required  by   this  act,  nor  from  the  penalty  incurred  by  any 
neglect  or  faiiure  to  certify  sucli  birth. 

Sec.  160.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
every  assessor  to  make  and  keep  a  complete  list,  as  far  as  pos- 
min?sateSrs,  sible,  of  all  ministers,  magistrates,  physicians,  midwives,  un- 
ci's ic  fans,' dertakers  and  other  persons  required  to  perform  any  duties  un- 
dertakers' &<?.  der  "An  act  to  secure  the  certification  of  marriages,  births  and 
deaths,  and  of  the  vital  facts  relating  thereto,  and  to  provide 
for  the  record  thereof,"  approved  February  fifteenth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighty-eight,  and  on  or  about  the  fiast  day  of  May 
of  each  year  to  send  to  each  person  a  printed  copy  of  said  act 
and  of  such  instructions  and  explanations  as  may  be  prepared 
by  the  State  bureau  of  vital  statistics  and  forwarded  by  said 
board  to  them  for  distribution,  and  also  to  furnish  to  each  such 
person,  on  application,  free  of  charge,  a  reasonable  number  of 
blank  forms  as  such  person  may  require ;  said  forms  being 
supplied  to  the  assessors  by  the  said  State  Bureau  of  Vital 
Statistics ;  and,  whenever,  in  any  township,  there  shall  be  no 
assessor,  then,  all  the  duties  prescribed  in  this  act  for  an  assessor 
to  perform  with  regard  to  vital  statistics,  shall  devolve  upon 
the  township  clerk,  who  is  hereby  required  to  perform  the 
same,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  fees  for  performing 
said  duties. 

TO  TAKE  CENSUS  OR  ENUMERATION  OF  INHABITANTS. 

"  An  act  to  provide  for  the  census  or  enumeration  of  the  in- 
habitants of  this  State. 

Approved  April  7,  1885. 
P.  L.,  1885,  p.  230,  S.  5.  6,  7,  8,  9,  12. 
(5.)  And  be  it  enacted,  That  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  May 
next,  and  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  May  in  every  such  tenth  year 
hereafter,  every  such  assessor  shall  proceed  to  enumerate,  truly 
and  accurately,  the  inhabitants  residing  in  the  district  for  which 
he  shall  have  been  appointed,  by  making  actual  inquiry  at 
every  dwelling  house,  or  the  head  of  every  family  residing 
therein,  and  that  in  making  this  enumeration  he  shall  ascertain 
and  state  in  separate  lines  or  columns,  according  to  the 
schedules  and  instructions  to  be  furnished  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  viz : 
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I.  The  number  of  dwelling  houses  numbered  in  order  of 
visitation. 

II.  The  number  of  families  numbered  in  order  of  visita- 
tion. 

III.  The  names  of  individuals. 

IV.  The  number  of  inhabitants  arranged,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, according  to  families  and  dwelling  houses,  and  classified 
as  follows : 

Native  white  males. 

Native  white  females. 

Native  colored  males. 

Native  colored  females. 

Foreign  males — Irish. 

Foreign  females — Irish. 

Foreign  m  ales — G  erman . 

Foreign  females — German. 

Foreign  males — all  other  nationalities. 

Foreign  females — all  other  nationalities. 

Children  of  five  years  of  age  and  under — males. 

Children  of  five  years  of  age  and  under — females. 

All  males,  five  to  twenty  years  of  age. 

All  females,  five  to  twrenty  years  of  age. 

All  males,  twenty  to  sixty  years  of  age. 

All  females,  twenty  to  sixty  years  of  age. 

All  males,  over  sixty  years  of  age. 

All  females,  over  sixty  years  of  age. 

(6.)  And  be  it  enacted,  That  each  assessor  shall  enter  in  the 
blank  return  received,  the  particulars  of  the  enumeration  so 
made,  according  to  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

(7.)  And  be  it  enacted,  That  every  person  whose  abode  shall 
be  in  any  place  or  in  any  family  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  May 
next,  and  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  May  in  every  such  tenth  year 
hereafter,  shall  be  returned  as  of  such  place  or  family,  and  not 
Otherwise ;  and  every  person  casually  absent  at  the  time  of 
taking  the  enumeration  as  belonging  to  that  place  in  which 
he  usually  resides. 

(8.)  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  returns  so  made  out  shall 
be  certified  by  each  assessor   taking   the  enumeration  to  be 


308 

true  and  accurate,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  and 
shall  state  the  number  oi  pages  of  which  it  consists,  which  cer- 
tificate shall  be  subscribed  and  sworn  to  by  him  before  any 
officer  authorized  to  administer  oaths. 

(9.)  And  be  it  enacted,  That  each  assessor  shall,  on  or  be- 
fore the  first  day  of  July  next,  and  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
May  (July),  in  every  such  tenth  year  hereafter,  cause  the  returns 
so  certified,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  ex- 
press, carefully  boxed  in  such  manner  as  to  protect  them ;  and 
if  the  assessor  shall  neglect  for  five  days  after  the  first  day  of 
July,  to  make  his  return  as  aforesaid,  the  Secretary  of  State 
shall  immediately  despatch  a  messenger  to  procure  such  return, 
and  the  expense  thereof  shall  be  deducted  from  the  account  of 
such  assessor  by  the  board  of  supervisors  or  board  of  chosen 
freeholders  of  the  county  in  which  he  may  reside,  if  they  shall 
think  proper. 

(12.)  And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  case  of  the  death  of  any 
assessor  or  his  inability  from  any  cause,  or  his  neglect  or  refusal 
to  perform  the  duties  required  by  this  act  at  the  time  therein 
specified,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  township  collector  of  the 
township  or  the  receiver  of  taxes  of  the  town  or  city  in  which 
such  assessor  may  reside,  immediately  to  appoint  some  suitable 
and  proper  person  residing  in  said  ward  or  township  to  act  as 
an  enumerator  in  the  place  of  such  assessor  so  failing  to  act, 
which  person,  so  appointed,  shall  perform  the  duties  imposed 
by  this  act  on  such  assessor." 

Sec.  161.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  on  the  fifteenth  day  of 
May  of  every  tenth  year  after  the  fifteenth  day  of  May,  one 
takeScenSs°us. t0  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-five,  the  assessors  of  the 
several  townships  in  this  State  shall  proceed  to  enumerate, 
truly  and  accurately,  the  inhabitants  residing  in  their  respective 
townships,  by  making  actual  inquiry  at  every  dwelling  house, 
or  of  the  head  of  every  family  residing  therein,  and  that  in  mak- 
ing such  enumeration  he  shall  ascertain  and  state  in  separate 
lines  or  columns,  according  to  the  schedules  and  instructions  to 
be  furnished  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  viz : 

I.  The  number  of  dwelling  houses  numbered  in  order  of 
visitation. 
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II.  The  number  of  families  numbered  in  order  of  visitation. 

III.  The  number  of  inhabitants  arranged,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, according  to  families  and  dwelling  bouses,  and  classified 
as  follows : 

Native  white  males. 

Native  white  females. 

Native  colored  males. 

Native  colored  females. 

Foreign  males — Irish. 

Foreign  females — Irish. 

Foreign  males — German. 

Foreign  females — German. 

Foreign  males — all  other  nationalities. 

Foreign  females — all  other  nationalities. 

Children  of  five  years  of  age  and  under — males. 

Children  of  five  years  of  age  and  under — females. 

All  males,  five  to  twenty  years  of  age. 

All  females,  five  to  twenty  years  of  age. 

All  males,  twenty  to  sixty  years  of  age. 

All  females,  twenty  to  sixty  years  of  age. 

All  males,  over  sixty  years  of  age. 

All  females,  over  sixty  years  of  age. 

Sec.  162.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  every  person  whose 
abode  shall  be  in  any  place  or  in  any  family  on  the  fifteenth  merate  certain 
day  of  May  in  every  such  tenth  year  hereafter,  shall  be  re- 
turned by  the  said  assessors,  as  of  such  place  or  family,  and 
not  otherwise ;  and  every  person  casually  absent  at  the  time  of 
taking  the  enumeration  as  belonging  to  that  place  in  which  he 
usually  resides. 

Sec.  163.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  each  assessor  shall  enter 
in  the  blank  return  received,  the  particulars  of  the  en umer- enumeration, 
ation  so  made,  according  to  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

Sec.  161.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  returns  so  made  out    _ 

'  How  to  make 

shall  be  certified  bv  each  assessor  taking  the  enumeration  to  be  return  of  enum- 

J  ~  #  eration. 

true  and  accurate,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  and 
shall  state  the  number  of  pages  of  which  it  consists,  which  cer- 
tificate shall  be  subscribed  and  sworn  or  affirmed  to  by  him  be- 
fore any  officer  authorized  to  administer  oaths  and  affirmations. 
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Sec.  165.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  each  assessor  shall,  on 
Wheretm-niake  or  before  the  ^rs^  day  °f  Juty  m  every  such  tenth  year  here- 
after, cause  the  returns,  so  certified,  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  by  express,  carefully  boxed  in  such  manner 
as  to  protect  them ;  and  if  the  assessor  shall  neglect,  for  five 
days  after  the  said  first  day  of  July,  to  make  his  return  as 
aforesaid,  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  immediately  despatch  a 
messenger  to  procure  such  return,  and  the  expense  thereof 
shall  be  deducted  from  the  account  of  such  assessor  by  the 
board  of  chosen  freeholders  of  the  county  in  which  he  may 
reside,  if  they  think  proper. 

Sec.  166.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  case  of  the  death  of 
who  to  take  any  assessor  or  his  inability  from  any  cause,  or  his  neglect  or 

census  in  case       /■        i   .  n  j.iix*  •       i  i       xi  i«  ±m 

of  deathjnabii-  refusal  to  perform  the  duties  required  by  the  preceding  sections 
a£essor.US£  °  of  this  act  relating  to  the  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
State,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  township  collector  of  the 
township  in  which  such  assessor  may  reside,  immediately  to 
appoint  some  suitable  person  residing  in  said  township  to  act 
as  an  enumerator  in  the  place  of  such  assessor  so  failing  to  act, 
which  person,  so  appointed,  shall  perform  the  duties  imposed 
by  this  act  on  such  assessor. 

DUTIES  OF  ASSESSOR  OF  TAXES  AS    TO  TAXATION    OF  RAILROAD  AND 
CANAL  PROPERTY. 

"  An  Act  for  the  taxation  of  railroad  aud  canal  property. 

Approved  April  10,  1884. 
P.  L.  1884,  p.  142,  S.  23. 
S.  Be  v.,  p  1009,  S.  129. 

That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  railroad  or  canal  company 
having  any  contract  with  the  State,  whereby  any  of  their  prop- 
erty is  exempted  from  the  taxation  imposed  by  this  act,  to 
acquire  and  hold,  directly  or  indirectly,  any  property  in  this 
State  (except  such  property  as  such  company  may  be  entitled 
to  acquire  and  hold  pursuant  to  their  said  contract  with  this 
State,  if  such  company  has  any  charter  provisions  on  this  sub- 
ject which  the  legislature  cannot  abrogate  or  repeal),  unles- 
such  company  shall,  by  a  written  instrument,  executed  under 
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their  common  seal,  approved  by  the  attorney  general  and  filed 
With  the  Secretary  of  State,  first  agree  that  any  and  all  property 
acquired  by  such  company  after  the  passage  of  this  act  shall  be 
subject  to  taxation  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  any 
amendments  thereto,  or  any  further  act  of  the  legislature,  in 
which  case  such  property  shall  be  so  subject.'' 

"  A  Supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  for  the  taxation 
of  railroad  and  canal  property,'  approved  April  tenth,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-four. 

Approved  February  5, 1885. 

P.  L.,  1885,  p.  1G. 

S.  Rev.,  p.  1011,  S.  139. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessors  in  all  taxing  dis- 
tricts where  property  of  any  railroad  or  canal  company,  not 
used  for  railroad  or  canal  purposes,  shall  be  assessed,  if  required 
so  to  do  by  the  State  board  of  assessors,  to  certify  and  to  send 
to  the  State  board  of  assessors,  on  or  before  the  second  Monday 
in  June,  in  each  year,  a  statement  giving  a  description  of  such 
property  and  showing  the  assessed  valuation  thereof;  the  local 
assessors  shall  also,  at  the  same  time,  certify  and  send  to  the 
State  board  of  assessors  a  short  description  of  all  the  real  prop- 
erty in  their  respective  taxing  districts,  used  or  owned  for  rail- 
road or  canal  jyurposes,  excepting  the  main  stem  or  road-bed 
and  track,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  feet  in  width  of  each 
railroad,  and  the  water-way,  towring-path  and  berme-bank,  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  feet  in  width  of  each  canal ;  the  said 
assessors  shall  also  certify  to  the  said  board  the  local  rate  of 
taxation  for  county  and  municipal  purposes,  as  soon  as  the  same 
shall  be  determined,  and  such  other  information  obtained  in 
the  course  of  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  their  office  as 
the  said  board  shall  require  of  them." 

Sec.  167.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  Send statement 
the  assessors  of  the  several  townships  of  this  State  where  piop-0f  assessonfof 
erty  of  any  railroad  or  canal  company,  not  used  for  railroad  and  ofratiroad  and 
canal  purposes,  shall  be  assessed,  if  required  so  to  do   by  the cana  proper 
State  Board  of  Assessors,  to  certify  and  send  to  the  State  Board 
of  Assessors  on  or  before  the  second  Monday  in  June,  in  each 
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year,  a  statement  giving  a  description  of  such  property  and 
showing  the  assessed  valuation  thereof;  the  said  township 
assessors  shall  also,  at  the  same  time,  certify  and  send  to  the 
State  Board  of  Assessors  a  short  description  of  all  the  real  prop- 
erty in  their  respective  districts,  used  or  owned  for  railroad  or 
canal  purposes,  excepting  the  main  stem  or  road  bed  and  track, 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  feet  in  width  of  each  railroad,  and 
the  water-way,  towing-path  and  berme-bank,  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  feet  in  width  of  each  canal ;  the  said  township  assessors 
shall  also  certify  to  the  said  board  the  local  rate  of  taxation  for 
county  and  township  purposes,  as  soon  as  the  same  shall  be  de- 
termined, and  such  other  information  obtained  in  the  course  of 
the  performances  of  the  duties  of  their  office  as  the  said  board 
shall  require  of  them. 


The  Duties  and  Powers  of  the  To-wnship  Collector  of 

Taxes. 

Effort  has  been  made  to  glean  from  our  statutes  the  promi- 
nent duties  and  powers  of  a  township  collector  of  taxes,  which 
has  necessitated  an  examination  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act 
incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  townships,  designating  their 
powers  and  regulating  their  meetings,  approved  April  14,  1816 
^Rev.  p.  1190),  and  the  numerous  supplements  to  and  amend- 
ments of  the  same  ;  the  various  enactments  classified  under  the 
title  of  "  Municipal  Corporations,"  and  the  act  entitled  "  An 
act  concerning  taxes,"  approved  April  14,  1S46,  and  the  several 
supplements  and  amendments  to  that  act. 

It.  is  not  intended  to  encroach  upon  or  narrow  the  provisions 
of  either  of  the  foregoing  groups  of  legislation,  but  to  gather 
from  all  the  duties  and  powers  of  the  collector,  and  to  so  arrange 
and  consolidate  them  as  to  more  plainly  indicate  what  they 
are.     With  this  object  in  view  the  following  is  presented. 

1.  To  give  notice  of  time  when  taxes  are  due  and  payable. 

2.  To  demand  payment  of  taxes. 

3.  To  attend  before  the  commissioners  of  appeal. 

4.  To  collect  taxes. 

5.  To  collect  school  taxes  and  hold  the  same  in  trust. 

6.  To  collect  village  taxes  in  certain  cases. 
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7.  To  collect  taxes  on  mortgages  and  make  return  of  delin- 
quents. 

8.  To  collect  taxes  assessed  by  a  committee. 

!'.  To  collect  taxes  on  mortgagee   made  to  the  chancellor  or 
to  the  State. 

10.  To  assess  persons  overlooked  by  the  assessor. 

11.  To  collect  taxes  from  delinquents — how. 

12.  To  add  interest  to  taxes  in  arrears. 

13.  To  accept  sum  fixed  by  township  committee  in  adjust- 
ment of  past  due  taxes. 

14.  To  make  report  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  amount  of 
taxes  unpaid  and  names  of  delinquents. 

15.  To   file   with   township   clerk   list  of  persons   assessed 
whose  taxes  he  has  been  unable  to  collect,  with  his  reasons. 

16.  To  execute  tax  warrants. 

17.  To  make  return  of  tax  warrants  with  schedule  in  detail. 

18.  To  give  public  notice  of  sale  of  land  for  unpaid  taxes. 

19.  To  apply  to  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  to 
amend  descriptions  of  lands  advertised  for  sale  of  taxes. 

20.  To  make  amendments,  corrections  and  alterations  in  the 
description  of  lands  assessed. 

21.  Procedure  in  cases  of  non-payment  of  taxes  on  unten- 
anted lands  or  of  taxes  not  paid  by  tenant. 

22.  To  make  return  of  tax  warrants  issued  for  sale  of  lands. 

23.  To  furnish  copy  of  duplicate  and  tax  warrants  to  town- 
ship committee  when  required. 

24.  To  pay  certain  taxes  to  county  collector. 

25.  To   render  township  committee  a  true  account  and  to 
pay  over  moneys  on  demand. 

26.  To  kill  or  cause  to  be  killed  clogs  upon  which  the  tax  is 
not  paid. 

27.  To  transmit  abstract  of  the  amount  of  ratables  to  comp- 
troller. 

TO  GIVE  NOTICE  OF  TIME  WHEN  TAXES  AKE  DUE  AND  PAYABLE. 

"  An  act  concerning  taxes. 

Approved  April  14-,  1846. 
Eev.,  p.  1142,  S.  10. 

That  the  collector  of  every  township  shall  annually,  on  the 
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first  day  of  October,  give  notice  by  advertisements  set  up  in  at 
least  four  of  the  most  public  places  of  the  township,  of  the  said 
tax,  and  that  if  it  be  not  paid  by  a  certain  day  therein  men- 
tioned, the  name  of  the  defaulter,  with  the  tax,  will  be  returned 
to  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  prosecution  ;  in  which  advertise- 
ments, notice  shall  also  be  given  of  the  time  and  place  of  meet- 
ing of  the  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation." 

The  section  above  recited  is  of  sufficient  importance  in  its 
requirements  of  the  collector  to  entitle  it  to  a  place  in  this  act 
and  accordingly  it  has  been  retained,  as  follows  : 

To  give  notice  ®ec*  ^8.  ^n^  De  ^  enacted,  That  the  collector  of  every 
taxes^are  pay-  township  shall  annually,  on  the  first  day  of  October,  give  notice 
able.  ky  advertisements  st  up  in  at  least  four  of  the  most  public 

places  of  the  township,  of  the  said  tax,  and  that  if  it  be  not 
paid  by  a  certain  day  therein  mentioned,  the  name  of  the  de- 
faulter, with  the  tax,  will  be  returned  to  a  justice  of  the  peace 
for  prosecution  ;  in  which  advertisements,  notice  shall  also  be 
given  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  commissioners 
of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation. 

TO  DEMAND  PAYMENT  OF  TAXES. 

"  An  act  concerning  taxes. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
Eev.,  p.  1142,  S.  11. 

That  the  township  collector,  within  sixty  days  after  receipt 
of  the  transcript  or  duplicate  of  the  said  assessment,  shall  de- 
mand payment  of  the  tax  or  sum  assessed  on  each  individual 
in  his  township,  in  person  or  by  notice  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  residence,  and  also  give  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  the 
meeting  of  the  said  commissioners  of  appeal." 

"A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concern- 
ing taxes,'  approved  April  fourteenth,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-six. 

Approved  April  11,  1S66. 
P.  L.,  1866,  p.  1078. 
Eev.,  p.  1159,  S.  86. 
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That  the  notice  first  required  by  the  eleventh  section  of  the 
act  to  which  this  is  a  further  supplement,  shall  be  in  writing 
or  printed,  and  shall  set  forth  the  number  of  acres  assessed,  the 
value  of  the  real  estate  and  of  the  personal  estate  assessed 
to  each  one,  and  of  the  rate  per  dollar  assessed,  and  the  several 
Bums  assessed  on  each  person  or  corporation  for  State,  coun- 
ty, township,  poor,  school,  road,  poll,  dog  and  other  taxes,  as 
the  same  arc  stated  on  the  duplicate,  and  the  time  and  place 
of  the  meeting  of  the  commissioners  of  appeal    *     *    *    *  ." 

Section  11  above  quoted  requires  the  collector  to  demand 
payment  of  taxes  assessed  on  each  individual,  and  makes  no 
mention  of  a  corporation. 

Section  SO  also  above  quoted  prescribes  the  form  of  the  no- 
tice or  demand  for  the  payment  of  taxes,  but  omits  the  manner 
of  service.  For  simplifying  the  matter  the  said  two  sections 
have  been  combined  and  made  applicable  to  corporations  as 
well  as  to  individuals,  and  the  mode  of  service  of  the  notice 
upon  each  has  been  prescribed. 

Sec.  169.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  township  collectors, 
within  sixty  days  after  the  receipt   of   he  transcript  or  dupli-    _ 

1  l  L  Demand  pay- 

cate  of  the  assessment  of  taxes,  shall  demand  payment  of  the  tax  mens  of  taxes. 
or  sum  assessed  on  each  individual  or  corporation  in  their  re- 
spective townships,  by  notice  in  writing  or  printed,  which  shall 
set  forth  the  number  of  acres  assessed,  the  value  of  the  real 
estate  and  of  the  personal  estate  assessed  to  each  one,  and  of 
the  rate  per  dollar  assessed,  and  the  several  sums  assessed  on 
each  person  or  corporation  for  State,  county,  township,  poor, 
school,  road,  poll,  dog  and  other  taxes,  as  the  same  are  stated 
on  the  duplicate,  aud  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  of  the 
commissioners  of  appeal ;  which  notice  shall  be  served  on  each 
individual  in  their  respective  townships  in  person  or  left  at  his 
or  her  place  of  residence,  and  on  a  corporation  by  delivering 
the  same  to  any  officer  or  director  thereof,  or  leaving  the  same 
at  the  principal  office  or  place  of  business  of  such  corporation. 

TO  ATTEND  BEFORE  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  APPEAL. 

"  Supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concerning  taxes.' 
Approved  April  11,  1S66. 
P.  L.,  1S66,  p.  107S. 
Rev.,  p.  1158,  S.  79. 
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That  the  collector  immediately  after  having  received  his 
duplicate  from  the  assessor,  shall  submit  the  same  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  township  or  common  council  of  the  city  or 
borough  whereof  he  is  the  collector,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
said  committee  and  common  council  carefully  to  examine  the 
same,  and  if  they  have  reason  to  believe  that  any  individual  or 
corporation  has  been  assessed  at  too  low  a  rate,  or  omitted  to 
have  been  assessed,  as  required  by  law,  they  shall  thereupon 
authorize  and  require  the  collector  to  notify  the  said  individual 
or  corporation  that  complaint  will  be  made  to  the  commis- 
sioners of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation,  and  the  said  collector 
shall,  at  least  ten  days  before  the  time  of  meeting  of  said  com- 
missioners, deliver  to  said  individual  or  leave  at  his  dwelling 
house  or  deliver  to  the  president,  cashier,  treasurer,  clerk  or 
secretary,  or  if  no  such  officer  can  be  found,  to  any  director  of 
the  corporation,  or  leave  at  the  place  of  business  of  such  cor- 
poration, a  notice  in  writing  or  printing  of  the  following  or 
like  tenor  *****  5  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
collector  to  attend  before  said  commissions  and  to  present  the 
complaints,  and  to  subpoena  all  proper  and  necessary  witnesses 
and  pay  them  their  fees,  and  he  shall  receive  out  of  the  public 
money,  two  dollars  for  every  day  he  shall  attend." 

Section  79,  Revision  p.  115S,  above  quoted  contains  import- 
ant duties  to  be  performed  by  the  collector ;  these  duties  have 
been  incorporated  in  the  section  here  following,  with  such 
change  from  the  original  as  to  make  it  pertinent  to  townships 
alone. 

to  attend  be-  Sec.  170.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  collector,  immedi- 
i?onerSc°of nais- ate* 7  a^ ter  l)avmg  received  his  duplicate  from  the  assessor, 
peal-  shall  submit  the  same  to  the  committee  of  the  township  where- 

of he  is  the  collector,  and  if  the  said  committee  direct  that 
notice  be  given  to  any  individual  or  corporation,  that  such  in- 
dividual or  corporation  has  been  assessed  at  too  low  a  rate,  or 
omitted  to  have  been  assessed,  as  required  by  law,  then  the  said 
collector  shall,  at  least  ten  days  before  the  time  of  meeting  of 
the  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation,  deliver  to  such 
individual,  or  leave  at  his  dwelling  house,  or  deliver  to  the 
president,  cashier,  treasurer,  clerk  or  secretary,  or  if  no  such 
officer  can  be  found,  to  a  director  of  such  corporation,  or  leave 
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at  the  place  of  business  of  such  corporation,  a  notice  in  writing 

or  printing  of  the  following  or  like  tenor,  viz.:     "  To  Notice  to  indi- 

11  V  mi  i  vidual  or  cor- 

you,  are  hereby  notified  that  complaint  will  be  made  to  the  po ration  as- 

.     .  ,  ,  -  .  sessed   at    too 

commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation  at  on 'ow  a  rate  or 

1  L  omitted   to    be 

next,  that  you  have  been  assessed  at  too  lowassessed- 
a  rate  (or  omitted  to  be  assessed),  to  the  end  that,  after  due  ex- 
amination of  the  facts,  such  addition  may  be  made  to  your 
taxes  as  shall  be  right  and  proper  and  according  to  law;"  and 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collector  to  attend  before  said  com- 
missioners and  to  present  the  complaints,  and  to  subpoena  all 
proper  and  necessary  witnesses  and  pay  them  their  fees. 

TO  COLLECT  TAXES. 

"  An  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  townships,  desig- 
nating their  powers  and  regulating  their  meetings. 

Approved  April  14,  1S46. 
Rev.,  p.  1194,  S.  11. 

That  the  persons  qualified  to  vote  at  town  meetings  shall  be 
and  they  are  hereby  empowered  at  their  annual  meetings  or  at 
any  other  meeting  duly  held  for  the  purpose,  to  vote,  grant  and 
raise  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  for  *  *  *  which  money 
so  voted  and  granted,  shall  be  assessed,  levied  and  collected  by 
the  same  persons  in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the  like  fees 
fines  and  penalties,  as  the  money  raised  in  such  township  by 
the  board  of  chosen  freeholders  of  the  county  shall  be  assessed, 
levied,  and  collected,  and  at  such  times  and  in  such  proportions 
as  the  said  meetings  respectively  shall  direct  and  appoint." 

"  An  act  for  the  preservation  of  sheep. 

Rev.  approved  April  14,  1S46. 
Rev.,  p.  15,  S.  6. 

That  every  person  who  shall  keep  or  harbor  a  dog  or  bitch, 
shall  be  taxed  yearly  and  every  year  *  *  *  *  *  which 
tax  shall  be  assessed  and  collected  *  *  *  *  in  the  same 
manner  and  at  the  same  time  as  other  annual  taxes  raised  for 
the  use  of  the  State,  county  or  township  shall  be  hereafter 
assessed  and  collected     ****." 


Collect  taxes, 


318 

"Supplement  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  preservation 
of  sheep.' 

Approved  March  24,  1S52. 
P.  L.,  1852,  p.  384. 
Rev.,  p.  18,  S.  23. 

The  said  township  collector  shall  be  empowered  to  collect 
the  said  tax  in  the  same  manner  as  is  directed  by  the  act  to 
which  this  is  a  supplement.     *     *     *     " 

In  section  11,  Revision  p.  1194:,  is  found  the  duty  imposed 
upon  the  collector  to  collect  all  moneys  raised  for  township  pur- 
poses. 

Section  6,  Rev.,  p.  15  and  section  23,  Rev.  p.  18,  requires  the 
collector  to  collect  dog  tax  and  defines  the  method. 

The  duty  of  the  collector  to  collect  all  other  taxes  seems 
only  to  arise  by  implication,  there  being  no  direct  command  in 
the  tax  act. 

The  duties  imposed  upon  the  collector  to  collect  township 
tax  and  dog  tax  have  been  consolidated,  and  to  this  has  been 
added  his  duty  to  collect  all  other  taxes  required  to  be  assessed 
and  collected  in  his  township,  the  whole  of  which  appears  in 
the  following. 

Sec.  171.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  collectors  of  the 
several  townships  of  this  State  shall  collect  all  such  sum  or 
Bums  of  money  as  shall  be  voted,  by  the  legal  voters  of  their 
respective  townships,  at  their  annual  township  elections,  or  at 
any  special  election  therein  duly  held  for  the  purpose,  to  be 
raised  for  any  lawful  object  or  purpose  thereof,  as  are  or  shall 
be  expressly  vested  in  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  townships 
of  this  State,  by  this  or  any  other  act  of  the  legislature,  and  in 
the  same  manner  and  under  the  like  fees,  'fines  and  penalties  as 
the  money  raised  in  such  townships  by  the  board  of  chosen 
freeholders  of  the  county  is,  or  shall  be  assessed,  levied  and 
collected  ;  the  said  collectors  shall  also  collect  in  their  respec- 
tive townships,  the  tax  on  dogs  in  the  same  manner  as  State, 
county  and  township  taxes  are  collected  ;  and  shall  also  collect 
all  State,  county,  school  or  other  taxes,  required  to  be  assessed 
and  collected  in  their  respective  townships,  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  law. 
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COLLECT  SCHOOL  TAXES  AND   HOLD  THE  SAME  IN  TRUST. 

"An  act  to  establish  a  system  of  public  instruction. 
Rev.  Approved  March  27,  1874. 
Kev.,  p.  1084,  S.  84,  85,  86. 

(84.)  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  township  collector  of  each 
township  to  receive  and  hold  in  trust  all  school  moneys  belong- 
ing to  the  township  or  to  any  of  the  districts  thereof,  whether 
received  from  the  State  appropriation,  from  township  or  dis- 
trict tax,  or  from  other  sources,  and  to  pay  out  the  same  only 
on  the  orders  of  the  district  clerks  of  the  several  districts  of  his 
township.     *     *     * 

(85.)  All  school  moneys  belonging  to  fractional  districts 
shall  be  held  subject  to  the  order  of  the  trustees,  by  the  col- 
lector of  that  township  in  which  the  fraction  containing  the 
school  house  is  situate. 

(86.)  In  addition  to  the  tax  imposed  by  the  seventy-seventh 
section  of  this  act,  each  city  and  school  district  may  raise  by 
tax  such  other  sums  of  money  as  they  may  need  for  school  pur- 
poses, in  the  following  manner,  unless  otherwise  authorized  by 
any  special  act  applicable  to  such  city  school  district  *  *  * 
and  in  case  any  money  shall  be  ordered  by  a  vote  of  a  majority 
of  said  meeting,  to  be  raised  by  taxation  *  *  *  and  said 
money  shall  be  raised,  levied  aud  collected  at  the  time  and  in 
the  manner  that  other  township  moneys  are  assessed,  levied  and 
collected  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collector  or  collectors 
of  the  township  or  townships  in  which  said  district  is  situate, 
to  pay  over  all  moneys  by  him  or  them  received,  which  shall 
have  been  assessed  by  virtue  of  such  a  vote  of  a  district  meet- 
ing as  aforesaid,  on  the  order  of  the  district  clerk  of  said  dis- 
trict.    *     *     *     " 

Sections  84  and  85  of  the  school  law,  Rev.,  p.  1084,  above 
set  forth  in  part,  contains  the  duties  of  collectors  in  relation  to 
the  receiving  and  disbursing  of  the  school  fund  in  the  various 
school  districts  within  their  townships.  The  duties  are  im- 
posed and  therefore  both  sections  have  been  adopted  in  full 
and  are  as  follows  : 

Section  86  of  the  same  act,  contains  among  other  things,  the 
duty  imposed  upon  the  collector,  of  collecting  all  district  school 
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taxes  and  paying  them  over.  These  duties  have  been  arranged 
in  a  new  section  which  immediately  follows  the  two  sections 
above  referred  to. 

Sec.  172.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 

Collect  school  .  .  »     . 

taxes  and  hold  the  township  collector  ot  eacli  township  to  receive  and  hold  in 

the     same    in  x  ,  J 

trust.  trust,  all  school  moneys  belonging  to  the  township  or  to  any  01 

the  districts  thereof,  whether  received  from  the  State  appro- 
priation, from  township  or  district  tax,  or  from  other  sources, 
and  to  pay  out  the  same  only  on  the  order  of  the  district  clerks 
of  the  several  districts  of  his  township,  which  order  shall 
specify  the  object  for  which  it  is  given,  and  shall  be  signed  by 
at  least  one  other  trustee  beside  said  clerk,  and  shall  be  made 
payable  to  the  order  of,  and  be  endorsed  by  the  person  entitled 
to  receive  it,  and  he  shall,  on  the  order  of  the  township  com- 
mittee, pay  over  any  balance  of  school  funds  remaining  in  his 
hands,  to  his  successor  in  office,  and  he  shall  procure  a  suitable 
book,  in  which  he  shall  keep  a  separate  account  with  each 
school  district  in  his  township,  crediting  each  with  the  amounts 
apportioned  to  it  by  the  county  superintendent,  and  the  amount 
raised  by  tax  in  the  district,  and  charging  each  with  the  orders 
paid  for  the  said  district,  and  he  shall  present  h's  accounts  to 
be  examined  and  settled  by  the  township  committee  at  the  close 
of  the  year,  a  copy  of  which  settlement  certified  by  the  com- 
mittee showing  the  amounts  received,  the  amounts  expended 
by  him  for  school  purposes  during  the  year  and  the  balance 
remaining  in  his  hands,  he  sball  transmit  within  ten  days  to  the 
county  superintendent,  and  another  copy  of  the  same  he  shall 
file  with  the  clerk  of  the  township,  and  as  compensation  for 
such  service  the  township  collector  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
three-fourths  of  one  per  centum  on  all  school  funds  received 
and  paid  out  by  him,  for  such  purposes  during  the  year,  to  be 
paid  by  the  township  committee  from  the  funds  of  the  town- 
ship. 

Toholdmoneys  ,        .  , 

of  fractional  Sec.  173.  And  be  it  enacted,  lhat  all  school  moneys  be- 
longing to  fractional  districts  shall  be  held  subject  to  the  order 
of  the  trustees,  by  the  collector  of  that  township  in  which  the 
fraction  containing  the  school  house  is  situated. 

taxes  and  pay     Sec.  174.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
orderofdistrict  the  collectors  of  the  several  townships  of  this  State  to  collect 

clerk. 
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all  district  school  taxes  assessed  in  their  respective  townships 
as  required  by  this  act,  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  that 
other  township  taxes  are  collected,  and  to  pay  over  all  moneys 
so  received,  on  the  order  of  the  district  clerk  of  the  school  dis- 
trict in  which  such  tax  shall  have  been  levied. 


TO  COLLECT  VILLAGE  TAXES  IS   CERTAIN  CASES. 

"  An  Act  to  authorize  the  levying  and  collection  of  a  tax  for 
certain  municipal  purposes  when  authorized  by  the  governing 
authorities  of  any  village  by  a  vote  of  the  inhabitants  at  a 
meeting. 

.Approved  April  15,  1890. 
P.  L.,  1890,  p.  266,  S.  3. 

That  the  collector  of  the  township  shall  collect  said  moneys 
assessed,  as  prescribed  in  this  act,  the  same  as  he  collects  the 
township  taxes,  and  he  shall  pay  over  the  same,  as  collected,  to 
the  trustees  or  other  governing  authorities  of  such  village,  to 
be  used  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  the  requisition  of  the 
trustees  upon  the  assessor ;  provided,  however,  that  no  requisi- 
tion shall  be  made  by  the  trustees  until  a  majority  of  the  in- 
habitants present  at  any  village  meeting,  to  be  called  for  that 
purpose,  shall  by  a  vote  as  aforesaid  have  approved  of  the 
appropriation. of  said  sum  of  money  for  all  or  some  of  said  pur- 
poses." 

The  above  act  contemplates  the  collection  of  taxes  levied 
and  assessed  in  a  village  within  a  township,  by  the  township 
collector ;  the  following  section  has,  therefore,  been  arranged 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  said  act,  containing  the  collector's 
duties. 

Sec.  175.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  the  trustees  Co]lect  viUage 
or  governing  body  of  any  village  within  a  township,  shall,  by  ctfls.mcertain 
requisition,  order  and  direct  the  assessor  of  such  township  to 
assess  upon  the  ratable  lands/  chattels,  assets  and  certainties  of 
such  village,  in  addition  to  the  other  taxes  which  he  may  be 
authorized  and  directed  by  law  to  assess,  such  sum  of  money  as 
the  trustees  or  other  governing  authority  of  said  village  have 
made  requisition  upon  him  to  assess  agreeably  to  law,  then  it 
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shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collector  of  such,  township  to  collect 
such  sum  so  as  aforesaid  assessed,  the  same  as  he  collects  the 
township  taxes,  and  he  shall  pay  over  the  same,  as  collected,  to 
the  trustees  or  other  governing  authorities  of  such  village. 

TO  COLLECT   TAXES  ON   MORTGAGES   AND  MAKE   RETURN   OF  DELIN- 
QUENTS. 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concern- 
ing taxes." 

Approved  April  17,  1876. 

P.  L.,  1876,  p.  160. 

Rev.,  p.  1163,  S.  110,  111. 

(110.)  That  hereafter  such  mortgages  or  debts  secured  there- 
by as  shall  be  subject  to  taxation,  shall  be  assessed     *     -     * 
and   the     tax  thereon  shall   be  collected  by  the  collector  of 
taxes  in  and  for  the   township  or  city  wherein  the  lands  in 
the  mortgage  described  are  situate. 

(111.)  That  in  case  the  taxes  upon  such  mortgage  or  debts 
secured  thereby,  as  shall  hereafter  be  assessed,  shall  remain 
unpaid  for  the  space  of  sixty  days  after  the  time  appointed  for 
the  payment  of  taxes,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  city  or  town- 
ship collector  to  make  out  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  delin- 
quents, classifying  them  according  to  their  residences  in  coun- 
ties, with  the  sums  due  from  them  respectively  for  taxes  upon 
mortgages  held  by  them,  for  which  deduction  has  been  al- 
lowed thereto  annexed,  and  shall  deliver  the  same  to  some  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  of  the  county  wherein  the  said  delinquents 
reside  respectively. 

Sections  110  and  111,  Rev.  p.  1)63,  above  recited,  relate  to 
the  collection  of  taxes  on  mortgages,  and  requires  the  collector 
to  return  the  delinquents,  classifying  them  according  to  resi- 
dences in  counties.  The  warrant  must  be  issued  by  a  justice 
of  the  county  in  which  the  delinquent  resides  and  executed 
by  a  constable  thereof — the  manner  of  execution  will  appear 
under  constable's  daties. 

The  collector's  duties  are  defined  in  the  section  here  follow- 
ing: 
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Sec.  170.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the   taxes  on  all  mort- 
gages of  debts  secured  thereby,  which  shall  be  subject  to  tax- collect  taxegon 
ation,  shall  be  collected  by  the  collector  in  and  for  the  town- make  return  o* 

i  ■  i  -iit't  t  .  delinquents. 

snip  wherein  the  lands  in  the  mortgage  described  are  situate; 
that  in  case  the  taxes  upon  euch  mortgages  or  debts  secured 
thereby,  as  shall  hereafter  be  assessed,  shall  remain  unpaid  for 
the  space  of  sixty  clays  after  the  time  appointed  for  the  pay- 
ment of  taxes,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  township  collector 
to  make  out  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  delinquents,  classifying 
them  according  to  their  residences  in  counties,  with  the  sums 
due  from  them  respectively,  for  taxes  upon  mortgages  held 
by  them,  for  which  deduction  has  been  allowed,  thereto 
annexed,  and  shall  deliver  the  same  to  some  justice  of  the 
peace  of  the  county  wherein  the  said  delinquents  reside  re- 
spectively. 


TO  COLLECT  TAXES    ASSESSED  BY  A    COMMITTEE. 

"  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  A  farther  supplement  to 
an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concerning  taxes,'  approved.  April  four- 
teenth, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six,  which 
further  supplement  was  approved  March  tenth,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighty-four. 

Passed  March  25,  1S85. 
P.  L.,  1885,  p.  139. 
S.  Rev.,  p.  985,  S.  28. 

That  all  taxes  levied  and  assessed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of 
March  tenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-four,  to  which  this 
is  a  supplement,  shall  be  collected,  enforced  and  received  by 
the  appropriate  officer  or  officers  of  the  city,  ward  or  township 
wherein  in  said  vacancy  existed,  in  the  same  and  manner  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  in  force  for  the  collection  of  other  taxes 
therein." 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled,  '  An  act  concern- 
ing taxes,'  approved  April  14,  1846,  which  further  supple- 
ment was  approved  March  10, 1S84,"  provides  that  if  a  vacancy 
exists  in  the  office  of  assessor  at  the  time  fixed  by  law  for  the 
meeting  of  the  assessors  of  the  county,  the  majority  of  the  said 
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assessors  shall  appo'nt  a  committee  of  three  of  their  board  to 
perform  all  duties  required  by  law  of  an  assessor  as  to  the  levy- 
ing and  assessing  of  any  State,  school  and  county  taxes,  and  the 
act  of  March  25,  1885  above  recited,  requires  the  collector  to 
collect  all  taxes  levied  and  assessed  in  pursuance  of  said  act  of 
March  10,  1884  ;  accordingly  a  section  has  been  framed  to  meet 
the  contingency  in  said  act  contained,  as  follows  : 

Sec.  177.     And  be   it   enacted,  That  whenever  anv  taxes 

Collect  taxes  " 

assessed  by  a  snall  De  levied  and  assessed  in  any  township  by  a  committee 

committee.  J  . 

appointed  by  the  county  board  of  assessors,  in  case  of  a  vacancy 
in  the  office  of  assessor  of  such  township  occurring  at  the  time 
of  the  meeting  of  the  county  board  of  assessors,  the  said  taxes 
shall  be  collected  by  the  township  collector  of  such  township, 
in  the  same  manner  and  according  to  the  rules  and  regulations 
laid  down  and  prescribed  by  this  act  for  the  collection  of  town- 
ship taxes. 


TO  COLLECT    TAXES  ON    MORTGAGES    MADE  TO    CHANCELLOR    OR   TO 

THE  STATE. 

"  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concerning  taxes,' 
approved  April  fourteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-six. 

Approved  March  17,  1882. 

P.  L.,  J  882,  p.  120. 

S.  Kev.  p.  983,  S.  14,  16,  19. 

(14.)  That  such  mortgage,  or  the  debt  secured  thereby,  shall 
be  assessed  for  taxation  by  the  assessor  making  the  deduction 
on  account  thereof,  and  the  tax  thereon  shall  be  collected  by 
the  collector  of  taxes  in  and  for  the  city  or  township  wherein 
the  lands  in  the  mortgage  described  are  situated. 

(16.)  That  where  the  person  or  persons  assessed  as  aforesaid 
is  or  are  resident  or  residents  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and 
such  taxes  remain  unpaid  for  the  space  of  sixty  days  after  the 
expiration  of  the  time  appointed  for  the  payment  of  taxes, 
then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collector  to  proceed  to  collect 
such  delinquent  taxes  in  the  manner  provided  for  by  an  act 
entitled   A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  An  act  con- 
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concerning  taxes,'  (Revision),  approved  April  fourteenth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six,'  approved  April  seventeenth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

(19.)  That  upon  petition  of  the  collector  for  the  time  being 
of  any  township  or  city  to  which  any  of  the  said  taxes 
assessed  as  aforesaid,  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  due  and 
unpaid,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Chancellor  to  make  such  order 
and  take  such  measures  for  the  payment  of  the  same  out  of  the 
income  or  interest  of  the  mortgage  or  debt  secured  thereby,  on 
which  the  said  tax  is  assessed,  as  to  him  shall  seem  proper,  and 
to  enforce  such  order  as  in  other  cases." 

The  act  of  March  17,  1882,  above  quoted,  refers  to  the 
assessing  of  mortgages  made  to  the  Chancellor  in  his  official 
capacity,  or  to  the  State  of  New  Jersey  for  the  investment  of 
money  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  section  14,  16  and  19 
specify  the  duties  of  the  collector.  Section  14  and  16  have 
been  consolidated  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  collector,  and 
section  19  has  been  retained ;  the  new  sections  follow  in  proper 
order. 

Sec.  178.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  taxes  assessed  up- 
on any  mortgage  made  to  the  Chancellor  in  his  official  capacity,  Rages  made  to 
or  to  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  for  the  investment  of  money  the  state. 
iu  the  Court  of  Chancery,  against  the  person  or  persons  having 
the  beneficial  interest  in  such  mortgage  or  mortgages  shall  be 
collected  by  the  collector  of  taxes  in  and  for  the  township 
wherein  the  lands  in  the  mortgage  described  are  situate ;  that 
where  the  person  or  persons  assessed  as  aforesaid  is  or  are  resi- 
dent or  residents  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and  such  taxes 
remain  unpaid  for  the  space  of  sixty  days  after  the  expiration 
of  the  time  appointed  for  the  payment  of  taxes,  then  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  collector  to  proceed  to  collect  such  delinquent 
taxes  in  the  same  manner  as  the  taxes  on  all  other  mortgages 
are  directed  to  be  collected  by  this  act. 

Sec.  1 79.  Arid  be  it  enacted,  That  upon  petition  of  the 
collector  for  the  time  being  of  any  township  to  wdiich  any  of 
the  taxes,  assessed  as  last  aforesaid,  now  are  or  hereafter  may 
be  due  and  unpaid,  is  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Chancellor  to 
make  such  order  and  take  such   measures  for  the  payment  of 
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the  same  out  of  the  income  or  interest  of  the  mortgage  or  debt 
secured  thereby,  on  which  the  said  tax  is  assessed,  as  to  him 
shall  seem  proper,  and  to  enforce  such  order  as  in  other  cases. 

TO  ASSESS  PERSONS  OVERLOOKED  BY  THE  ASSESSOR. 

"  Supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  Act  concerning  taxes.' 

Approved  March  9,  1848. 
P.  L.,  1848,  p.  230. 
Rev,  p.  1148,  S.  55. 

That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  collector,  at  any  time  before 
the  meeting  of  the  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation, 
to  enter  the  name  of  any  person  with  a  proper  assessment 
which  may  have  been  omitted  or  overlooked  by  the  assessor, 
giving  said  person  immediate  notice  of  such  entry,  and  of  the 
time  and  place  of  the  next  meeting  of  the  said  commissioners 
of  appeal." 

Sections  55,  Rev.,  p.  1148,  appears  to  be  necessary  and 
proper,  and  accordingly  has  been  retained  in  the  same  form. 

Sec.  180.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
sonas,eo%Peer- collector,  at  any  time  before  the  meeting  of  the  commissioners 
sessor.  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation,  to  enter  the  name  of  any  person 

with  a  proper  assessment,  which  may  have  been  omitted  or 
overlooked  by  the  assessor,  giving  said  person  immediate  notice 
of  such  entry,  and  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  next  meeting 
of  the  said  commissioners  of  appeal. 

TO  COLLECT  TAXES  FROM  DELINQUENTS,  HOW  ? 

"An  act  concerning  taxes. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
Rev.,  p.  1142,  S.  12,  13,  18. 

(12.)  That  in  case  of  non-payment  of  taxes  at  the  time  ap- 
pointed, the  township  collector  shall  make  out  a  list  of  the 
names  of  the  delinquents,  with  the  sums  due  from  them  re- 
spectively thereto  annexed,  and  deliver  the  same  to  some  justice 
of  the  peace  of  the  county,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  December 
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in  every  year,  except  when  the  said  day  shall  happen  mia  Sim- 
day,  and  then  on  the  next,  day  following. 

(13. )  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  justice  of  the  peace 
on  receiving  a  list  of  the  names  of  such  delinquents,  to  admin- 
ister an  oath  to  the  said  collector  that  the  moneys  in  the  said 
list  mentioned  had  been  duly  demanded,  mi  due  notice  thereof 
given  or  left  at  the  usual  place  of  residence  of  each  delinquent 
who  can  be  found  or  who  may  then  reside  in  the  said  township, 
and  thereupon  to  give  to  the  said  collector  a  receipt  for  such 
list,  certifying  therein  the  names  of  the  delinquents,  and  the 
sums  at  which  they  were  respectively  assessed  ;  and  further 
that  the  said  township  collector     *     *     * 

(18.)  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  justice  of  the  peace 
within  live  cays  after  the  receipt  of  the  list  of  the  names  of 
the  delinquents,  to  make  out  and  deliver  to  the  constable  or 
constables,  a  warrant  or  warrants  requiring  him  or  them  to  levy 
the  tax  so  in  arrear,  with  costs,  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods 
and  chattels  of  the  delinquent,  giving  at  least  four  days'  notice 
of  the  time  and  place  of  such  sale,  by  advertisement  set  up  in 
three  of  the  most  public  places  in  the  township     *     *     *     ;  " 

Sections  12,  13  and  IS,  of  the  tax  act  above  recited  relate  to 
the  collection  of  taxes  from  delinquent  taxpayers. 

Section  12,  requires  of  the  collector  a  return  of  all  delin- 
quents to  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  sections  13  and  18,  give 
the  proceedings  of  the  justice. 

The  duties  of  collector  and  justice  are  so  commingled  that  it 
is  difficult  to  define  the  collector's  duty  without,  to  a  certain 
extent  including  the  justice's,  consequently  the  whole  procedure 
of  collecting  tax  by  warrant  is  given  below  in  two  sections  fol- 
lowing. 

The  warrant  is  directed  to  be  issued  to  the  collector,  or  con- 
stable upon  his  request,  because  subsequent  enactment  so  re- 
quires. 

Section  181.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  case  of  the  non-  Bow  t0  collect 
payment  of  taxes  at  the  time  appointed,  the  township  collector  agents"1 
shall  make  out  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  delinquents,  with  the 
sums  due  from  them  respectively  thereto  annexed,  and  deliver 
the  same  to  some  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  on  the 
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twentieth  clay  of  December  in  every  year,  except  when  the  said 
day  shall  happen  on  Sunday,  and  then  on  the  next  day  follow- 
ing ;  that  the  justice  of  the  peace,  on  receiving  the  list  of  delin- 
quents as  aforesaid,  shall  administer  an  oath  to  the  said  col- 
lector that  the  moneys,  in  the  said  list  mentioned,  have  been 
duly  demanded,  on  due  notice  thereof  given  or  left  at  the  usual 
place  of  residence  of  each  delinquent  who  can  be  found,  or  who 
may  then  reside  in  the  said  township,  and  thereupon  to  give  to 
the  said  collector  a  receipt  lor  such  list,  certifying  therein  the 
names  of  the  delinquents  and  the  sums  at  which  they  were 
respectively  assessed. 

Sec.  182.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
ibid.  s.  181.  justice  of  the  peace  within  live  days  after  the  receipt  of  the  list, 
of  the  names  of  the  delinquents,  to  make  out  and  deliver  to  the 
township  collector,  or  to  any  constable  of  the  said  township 
when  so  requested  by  the  said  collector,  a  warrant  or  warrants, 
requiring  said  collector  or  such  constable  as  aforesaid,  to  levy 
the  tax  so  in  arrear,  with  costs,  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods 
and  chattels  of  the  delinquent,  giving  at  least  four  days  notice 
of  the  time  and  place  of  such  sale,  by  advertisements  set  up  in 
three  of  the  most  public  places  in  the  township ;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  collector  to  collect  the  tax  for  which 
such  warrant  is  issued,  within  forty -five  days  after  the  date 
thereof,  or  if  such  warrant  be  issued  to  a  constable  as  herein 
provided,  then  such  constable  shall  pay  the  tax  aforesaid  to  the 
township  collector  within  the  period  aforesaid ;  and  the  said 
warrant  shall  further  direct  that,  if  goods  and  chattels  of  the 
delinquent  cannot  be  found,  or  not  sufficient  to  make  the 
moneys  required,  the  collector  or  constable  aforesaid  shall  take 
his  or  her  body,  if  it  be  found  in  the  county,  and  deliver  the 
same  to  the  sheriff  of  such  county  or  his  jailor,  to  be  kept  in 
close  and  safe  custody  until  payment  be  made  of  the  said 
tax,  with  costs,  provided,  however,  that  no  warrant  shall  issue 
against  the  body  of  any  person  for  or  on  ac.ount  of  any  default 
or  delinquency  in  the  payment  of  taxes  on  real  estate. 
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TO  ADD  INTEREST  TO  TAXES  IN  ARREARS. 

"A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concern- 
ing taxes. 

Approved  April  11,  1866. 
P.  L.,  18GB,  p.  1078 
Kev.,  p.  1159,  S.  85. 

That  if  any  person  or  corporation  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to 
pay  the  tax  due  from  such  person  or  corporation  by  the  time 
appointed  by  law  for  the  payment  of  the  same,  such  delinquent 
shall  pay  interest  on  said  tax  at  the  rate  of  twelve  per  centum 
per  annum  upon  the  amount  of  each  tax  from  the  time  of  such 
delinquency,  until  such  tax  be  paid,  which  interest  shall  be 
added  to  the  amount  of  each  tax  by  the  officer  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  collect  such  tax,  and  shall  be  collected  by  such 
officer,  and  accounted  for  and  paid  over  by  him  in  the  same 
manner  that  the  taxes  of  delinquents  are  by  law  required  to  be 
collected  and  paid  over." 

The  law  above  quoted  imposes  upon  delinquent  tax  payers, 
the  payment  of  twelve  per  cent  interest,  aud  the  collector  is 
required  to  add  said  interest  and  collect  it  with  the  tax.  This, 
therefore,  becomes  a  duty  of  every  township  collector  and  con- 
sequently the  provisions  of  said  act  in  the  original  form  have 
been  retained,  as  follows  : 

Sec.  1$3.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  person  or  corpora- 
tion shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  the  tax  due  from  such  per-  ^x^fnt^ears 
son  or  corporation  by  the  time  appointed  by  law  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  same,  such  delinquent  shall  pay  interest  on  said 
tax  at  the  rate  of  twelve  per  centum  per  annum  upon  the 
amount  of  each  tax  from  the  time  of  such  delinquency,  until 
such  tax  be  paid,  which  interest  shall  be  added  to  the  amount 
of  each  tax  by  the  officer  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  collect  such 
tax,  and  shall  be  collected  by  such  officer,  and  accounted  for 
and  paid  over  by  him  in  the  same  manner  that  the  taxes  of 
delinquents  are  by  law  required  to  be  collected  and  paid  over. 

TO  ACCEPT  SUMS    FIXED  BY    TOWNSHIP    COMMITTEE   IN    ADJUSTMENT 
OF  PAST-DUE  TAXES. 

*'  An  act  relative  to  past-due  taxes  and  assessments  in  town- 
ships. 

Approved  April  4,  1SS9. 

P.  L.,  1SS9,  p.  175,  S.  2. 
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That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  township  collector,  upon 
receiving  a  certified  statement  of  the  amount  which  the  town- 
ship  committee  shall  have  agreed  to  accept  in  full  satisfaction 
of  such  unpaid  taxes  and  assessments,  or  either,  to  accept  such 
sum  so  agreed  to  be  accepted,  in  full  satisfaction  of  such  taxes 
and  assessments,  and  to  give  a  receipt  for  the  amount  paid  in 
satisfaction  thereof,  to  the  person  paying  the  same  ;  which 
receipt,  accom pained  by  said  statement,  shall  be  sufficient  evi- 
dence of  the  payment  and  satisfaction  of  such  taxes  and  assess- 
ments, and  upon  presentation  thereof,  with  the  tax  bill  annexed, 
to  the  clerk  of  the  county,  he  shall  satisfy  the  tax  or  assess- 
ment record  in  his  office  relating  to  unpaid  taxes  and  assess- 
ments, or  either  or  both  of  them,  as  far  as  relates  to  the 
payment  of  the  said  tax  or  assessment." 

'■  An  act  relative  to  past-due  taxes  and  assessments  in  towns 
and  townships. 

Approved  March  1,  1S90. 
P.  L.,  1890,  p.  31,  S.  2. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  township  or  town  collector, 
upon  receiving  a  certified  statement  of  the  amount  which  the 
township  committee  or  town  council  shall  have  agreed  to  accept 
in  full  satisfaction  of  such  unpaid  taxes  and  assessments,  or 
either,  to  accept  such  sum  so  agreed  to  be  accepted,  in  full 
satisfaction  of  such  taxes  and  assessments,  and  to  give  a  receipt 
for  the  amount  paid  in  satisfaction  thereof  to  the  person  pay- 
ing the  same ;  which  receipt,  accom  pained  by  said  statement, 
shall  be  sufficient  evidence  of  the  payment  and  satisfaction  of 
such  taxes  and  assessments,  and  upon  presentation  thereof? 
with  the  tax  bill  annexed,  to  the  clerk  of  the  county,  he  shall 
satisfy  the  tax  or  assessment  record  in  the  office  relating  to 
unpaid  taxes  and  assessments,  or  either  or  both  of  them,  as  far 
as  relates  to  the  payment  of  the  said  tax  or  assessment." 

u  An  act  respecting  arrears  of  taxes  and  assessments  in  towns, 
townships  and  boroughs. 

Approved  March  24,  1S90. 
P.  L.,  1890,  p.  Ill,  S.  2. 
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That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collector  of  taxes  or  other  of- 
ficer or  officers  charged  with  the-  collection  of  arrears  of  ta 

or  assessment?,  upon  receiving  a  certified  statement  of  the 
amount  which  the  council  or  township  committee  shall  have 
agreed  to  accept  in  full  satisfaction  of  such  taxes  or 
ments,  or  either  of  them,  t<>  receive  and  accept  the  amount 
therein  mentioned  in  full  satisfaction  of  such  taxes  and  assess- 
ments, and  to  give  a  receipt  for  the  amount  paid  in  satisfaction 
thereof  to  the  person  paying  the  same,  which  receipt,  accom- 
panied by  such  statement,  shall  be  sufficient  evidence  of  the 
payment  of  such  taxes  and  assessments,  and  upon  presentation 
of  the  same  to  the  clerk  of  the  county  he  shall  satisfy  the  tax 
Of  assessment  record  in  his  office  (if  any  there  be)  relating  to 
unpaid  taxes  and  assessments,  or  either  or  both  of  them,  as  far 
as  relates  to  the  payment  of  the  said  tax  or  assessment." 

These  three  acts  last  above  quoted  are  identical  in  effect,  the 
first  applies  alone  to  townships,  the  second  to  towns  and  town- 
ships, and  the  third  to  towns,  boroughs  and  townships. 

The  duty  of  the  township  collector  is  set  out  fully  in  the  act 
of  1 S89  and  is  retained  in  the  section  following : 

Sec.  184.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  township  collector  of  any  township  of  this  State,  upon  re-  Q^e^y  tos^ 
ceiving  a  certified  statement   of   the  amount  which  the  town- fnipad^™snnent 
ship  committee  shall  have  agreed  to  accept  in  full  satisfaction  ^xes^ast    due 
of  unpaid  taxes  and  assessments  or  either,  to  accept  such  sum 
so  agreed   to  be   accepted,    in   full  satisfaction   of   such  taxes 
and    assessments,    and    to    give    a    receipt    for    the   amount 
paid   in  satisfaction  thereof    to  the  person  paying  the  same ; 
which  receipt,  accompanied  by  said  statement,  shall  be  suffi- ' 
cient  evidence  of  the  payment  and  satisfaction  of  such  taxes 
and  assessments,  and  upon  presentation  thereof,  with  the  tax 
bill  annexed,  to  the  clerk  of  the  county,  he  shall  satisfy  the  tax 
or  assessment  record  in  his  office,  relating  to  unpaid  taxes  and 
assessments,  or  either,  or  both  of  them,  as  far  as  relates  to  the 
payment  of  the  said  tax  or  assessment. 

TO    MAKE    REPOET    OF    RECEIPTS  AND    EXPENDITURES,     AMOUNT    OF 
TAXES  UNPAID  AND  NAMES  OF  DELINQUENTS. 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concern- 
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ing  townships  and  township  officers,'  approved  April  twenty- 
first,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

Approved  March  23,  1SS3. 
P.  L.,  1883,  p.  213. 
S.  Rev.,  p.  1036,  S.  35. 


Make  report. 


That  the  collector  of  each  of  the  townships  in  this  State  shall, 

on  the  second  Tuesday  in  February  in  each  year,  file  with  the 

clerk  of  his  township  a  full,   true  and  complete  account  of  his 

receipts  and  expenditures  for  account  of  his  township  during 

the  preceding  year,  the  amount  of  taxes  remaining  unpaid,  the 

names  of  the  delinquents,  and  the  amount  due  from  each ;  that 

the  said  account  shall  be  in  writing,  verified  by  the  oath  of  the 

collector  that  the  same  is,  in  all  respects,  just  and  true     *     * 
*     -*     .» 

The  act  above  quoted,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  duty  of  the 
collector,  has  been  retained  in  the  section  following: 

Sec.  185.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  collector  of  each 
of  the  townships  in  this  State  shall,  on  the  second  Tuesday  in 
February  in  each  year,  file  with  the  clerk  of  his  township  a 
full,  true  and  complete  account  of  his  receipts  and  expenditures, 
for  ace  Hint  of  his  townships,  during  the  preceding  year,  the 
amount  of  taxes  remaining  unpaid,  the  names  of  the 
delinquents,  and  the  amount  due  from  each ;  that  the  said 
account  shall  be  in  writing,  verified  by  the  oath  of  the  collector 
that  the  same  is  in  all  respects  just  and  true. 

TO  FILE  WITH  TOWNSHIP  CLERK  LIST  OF  PERSONS    ASSESSED  WHOSE 
TAXES  HE  HAS  BEEN  UNABLE  TO  COLLECT,  WITH  HIS  REASONS. 

"  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  A  further  supplement  to 
an  act  entitled  An  act  concerning  taxes,'  approved  April  four- 
teenth, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six,'  which  fur- 
ther supplement  was  approved  March  tenth,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-four. 

Passed  March  25,  1881. 

P.  L.,  1881,  p.  255. 

S.  Rev.,  p.  985,  S.  30. 

That  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  April,  annually,  the  col- 
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lector,  or  other  officers  having  the  collection  of  taxes  for  any 
township  in  this  State,  shall  make  out  and  tile  with  the  clerk 
of  such  township  a  statement  in  writing,  setting  forth  in  detail 
the  name  of  each  person  assessed  whose  tax  or  taxes  he  h;is 
been  unable  to  collect  from  the  person  charged  with  such  t ux- 
or taxes,  by  reason  of  removal,  insolvency,  or  erroneous  assess- 
ment, the  value  and  kind  of  property,  the  amount  of  tax  and 
the  cause  of  inability  to  collect  said  tax  in  each  case,  in  proper 
columns  provided  in  a  list  for  that  purpose,  which  said  state- 
ment shall  be  verified  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  such  col- 
lector or  other  collecting  officer." 

The  above  act  contains  an  important  duty  to  be  performed 
by  the  collector,  and  is  reproduced  without  change  as  follows : 

Sec.  186  And  be  it  enacted,  That  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  April,  annually,  the  collector,  or  other  officers  having  ship  clerk  state* 
the  collection  of  taxes  for  any  township  in  this  State  shall  make  quents,  &c. 
out  and  file  with  the  clerk  of  such  township  a  statement  in 
writing,  setting  forth  in  [detail  the  name  of  each  person 
assessed,  whose  tax  or  taxes  he  has  been  unable  to  collect  from 
the  person  charged  with  such  tax  or  taxes,  by  reason  of  re- 
moval, insolvency,  or  erroneous  assessment/the  value  and  kind 
of  property,  the  amount  of  tax  and  the  cause  of  inability  to 
collect  said  tax  in  each,  in  proper  columns  provided  in  a  list 
for  that  purpose,  which  said  statement  shall  be  verified  by  the 
oath  or  affirmation  of  such  collector  or  other  collecting  officer. 


TO    EXECUTE  TAX   WARRANTS. 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concern- 
ing taxes.' 

Approved  April  11,  1866. 
P.  L..  1866,  p..  1078. 
Kev.,  p.  1159,  S.  87. 

That  the  warrants  hereafter  issued  for  the  collection  of  delin- 
quent taxes  in  the  townships,  boroughs,  towns,  cities,  districts  or 
wards  of  this  State,  by  virtue  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a 
further  supplement,  shall  be  directed  and  delivered  to  the  col- 
lector of  the  township,  borough,  town,  city,  district  or  ward, 
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and  the  said  collector  shall,  in  the  execution  of  said  warrant, 
have  the  same  powers  and  perform  the  same  duties,  be  subject 
to  the  same  forfeitures  and  receive  the  same  compensation  as 
is  prescribed  to  the  constables  by  the  provisions  of  the  afore- 
mentioned act ;  provided  that  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  any 
city,  borough,  township,  town,  or  district  having  special  pro- 
visions inconsistent  herewith." 

"  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  A  further  supplement  to 
an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concerning  taxes,'  approved  April  four- 
teenth, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six,'  which  fur- 
ther supplement  was  approved  April  eleventh,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-six. 

Approved  March  27,  1878. 
P.  L.,  1878,  p.  195. 
S.  Kev.,  p.  986,  S.  33. 

That  the  twenty-ninth  section  of  an  act  entitled  '  A  further 
supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concerning  taxes,'  ap- 
proved April  fourteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and;  forty-six,  ap- 
proved April  11,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-six,  which 
reads  as  follows :  (vide  Rev.  p.  1159,  Sec.  87),  shall  read  as  fol- 
lows : 

That  the  warrants  hereafter  issued  for  the  collection  of 
delinquent  taxes  in  the  townships,  boroughs,  towns,  cities,  dis- 
tricts or  wards  of  this  State,  by  virtue  of  the  act  to  which  this 
is  a  further  supplement,  shall  be  directed  and  delivered  to  the 
collector  of  the  township,  borough,  town,  city,  district  or  ward  ; 
and  the  said  collector  shall,  in  the  execution  of  said  warrant, 
have  the  same  powers  and  perform  the  same  duties,  be  subject 
to  the  same  forfeitures  and  receive  the  same  compensation  as 
is  prescribed  to  the  constables  by  the  provisions  of  the  afore- 
mentioned act ;  provided,  that  this  section  shall  not  apply  to 
any  city,  borough,  township,  town  or  district  having  special 
provisions  inconsistent  herewith  ;  and  provided  further,  that 
the  said  delinquent  tax  warrant  may  be  delivered  to  any  con- 
stable of  said  township,  borough,  town,  city,  district  or  ward 
by  request  of  said  collector     *******;" 

Section  87,  Re  v.  p.  1159,  above  recited,  provides  that  war- 
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rants  for  the  collection  of  delinquent  taxes  in  townships, 
boroughs,  &c.,  shall  be  directed  and  delivered  to  the  collector, 
with  a  proviso  that  the  same  shall  not  apply  to  any  city,  town- 
ship, &c  .  having  special  provisions  inconsistent  therewith,  and 
section  33,  Snp.,  Rev.  p.  0S6,  also  above  recited,  amending  said 
section  87,  likewise  directs  the  said  warrants  to  be  issued  to  the 
collector  with  the  same  proviso  as  above,  and  with  an  additional 
proviso,  that  the  warrant  may  be  delivered  to  a  constable  of 
the  township,  borough,  town,  Arc,  by  request  of  the  collector. 

"We  have  consolidated  these  two  sections  into  one  new  section, 
incorporating  therein  both  of  said  provisos  and  making  it  apply 
only  to  townships. 

Sec.  1ST.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  warrants  hereafter 
issued  for  the  collection  of  delinquent  taxes  in  the  townships 
of  this  State,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  directed  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  collector  of  the  township,  and  the  said  collector  warrants6 
shall,  in  the  execution  of  such  warrant  have  the  same  powers 
and  perform  the  same  duties,  be  subject  to  the  same  forfeitures 
and  receive  the  same  compensation  as  is  prescribed  to  the  con- 
stables by  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  concerning 
taxes,"  approved  April  fourteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-six,  provided  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  any  city, 
borough,  township,  town  or  district  having  special  j^rovisions 
inconsistent  herewith  ;  and  provided  further  that  the  said  delin- 
quent tax  warrant  may  be  delivered  to  any  constable  of  said 
township,  borough,  town,  city,  district  or  ward  by  request  of 
said  collector. 

TO  MAKE  RETURN  OF  TAX  WARRANTS  WITH  SCHEDULE  IN  DETAIL. 

"An  act  concerning  taxes. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
Eev.,  p.  1143,  S.  21. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  constable  to  return  the  said 
warrant  to  the  justice  of  the  peace  who  issued  the  same,  with 
a  schedule  thereunto  annexed,  containing  a  particular  account 
of  the  money  by  him  levied  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  or 
received  from  each  delinquent,  and  in  what  manner  in  other 
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respects  he  had  executed  the  said  warrant ;  and  the  said  jus- 
tice    *     *     *     " 

Section  21,  of  the  Tax  act,  Rev.,  p.  1143,  requires  the  con- 
stable to  return  the  tax  warrant,  but  inasmuch  as  the  warrant 
must  now  be  issued  to  the  collector  or  to  a  constable  upon 
request  of  the  collector,  therefore  a  new  section  has  been  pre- 
pared to  meet  this  requirement,  as  follows : 

Sec.  1S8.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
tax  w aer"ra n  t  the  collector,  or  of  the  constable  to  whom  any  tax  warrant 
shall  be  directed  and  delivered,  to  return  the  said  warrant  to 
the  justice  of  the  peace  who  issued  the  same,  with  a  schedule 
thereunto  annexed,  containing  a  particular  account  of  the  money 
by  him  levied  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  or  received  from 
each  delinquent,  and  in  what  manner  in  other  respects  he  had 
executed  the  said  warrant;  and  the  said  justice  shall,  upon 
receipt  of  such  return,  deliver  a  copy  of  the  said  warrant  and 
return  to  the  township  collector,  upon  his  application  for  it,  if 
said  warrant  shall  have  been  delivered  to  a  constable  as  afore- 
said, and  shall  return  the  original  warrant,  if  not  fully  executed, 
to  the  collector  or  constable,  as  the  case  may  be,  who  is  hereby 
required  to  proceed  on  and  execute  the  same. 

TO  GIVE  NOTICE  OF  SALE  OF  LANDS  FOR  UNPAID  TAXES. 

"A  further  act  concerning  taxes,  making  the  same  a  first 

lien  on  real  estate,  and  to  authorize  sales  for  the  payment  of 

the  same. 

Approved  March  14,  1879. 

P.  L.,  1&79,  p.  340. 

S.  Kev.,  p.  990,  S.  53,  54,  61. 

(53.)  That  it  shall  and  may  be  the  duty  of  the  said  collector, 
before  he  sells  by  virtue  of  such  warrant,  to  give  public  notice 
of  the  time  and  place  of  such  sale  of  any  lands,  tenements, 
hereditaments  or  real  estate  under  this  act,  by  advertisement, 
signed  by  such  collector,  in  a  newspaper  printed  and  published 
in  said  township,  or  in  the  county  wherein  such  lands,  tene- 
ments, hereditaments  or  real  estate  are  situate,  once  in  each 
week,  for  at  least  four  weeks  successively  next  preceding  the 
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time  appointed  for  such  sale,  and  shall  cause  copies  of  such 
notice  to  be  set  up  in  live  of  the  most  public  places  in  said 
township  for  the  same  period,  one  of  which  must  be  at  or 
near  the  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or  real  e?tate  to  be 
sold,  and  shall  forthwith  mail  a  copy  of  such  notice  to  the 
owner  or  owners,  directed  to  him,  her  or  them,  at  his,  her  or 
their  last  known  post  office  address,  with  full  postage  prepaid 
thereon  ;  provided,  such  sale  may  be  adjourned  on  application 
of  the  owner  or  other  person  interested  therein,  or  because  of 
no  bidders,  from  time  to  time,  not  exceeding  sixty  days,  in 
which  case  a  short  notice  of  adjournment  shall  be  published  in 
the  said  newspaper. 

(54.)  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  collector, 
at  the  time  and  place  specified  in  the  above  notice,  or  at  the 
time  and  place  to  which  he  shall  adjourn  as  aforesaid,  to  sell 
and  strike  off  such  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or  real 
estate  set  forth  in  such  warrant,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  such 
person  or  persons  as  will  agree  to  take  the  same  for  the  shortest 
term,  and  pay  such  taxes  as  may  be  assessed  as  aforesaid  on 
account  thereof,  and  the  interest  thereon,  and  all  costs,  fees, 
charges  and  expenses  touching  the  same,  such  payment  to  be 
made  in  all  cases  before  the  conclusion  of  such  sale,  and  if  not 
so  made  the  collector  shall  re-sell  the  property  ;  and  that  within 
ten  days  thereafter  the  said  collector  shall  deliver  to  the  pur- 
chaser a  certificate  of  such  sale,  under  his  hand  and  seal,  and  duly 
acknowledged  according  to  law ;  such  certificate  shall  contain 
a  description  of  the  property,  the  term  for  which  sold,  the 
amount  of  tax  interest,  costs,  fees,  charges  and  expenses  in 
detail,  the  year  for  which  assessed,  the  time  when  the  right  to 
redeem  shall  expire  and  the  date  of  the  warrant  under  which 
the  sale  was  made. 

(61.)  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  township  collector  of 
each  township,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  February  in  each 
year  hereafter  to  make  return  in  writing  to  the  clerk  of  the 
county  in  which  his  township  is  situate,  of  all  unpaid  taxes 
assessed  the  preceding  year  on  real  estate  situate  in  his  town- 
ship, setting  forth  against  whom  assessed,  the  date,  description 
of  the  property,  the  amount  of  tax  thereon,  to  which  he  shall 
affix  an  oath  or  affirmation  in  writing  to  the  effect  that  the  same 
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is  just,  true,  full  and  complete  in  every  particular,  as  shown  by 
his  tax  duplicate,     *     *     *     ." 

Sections  53  and  51,  Sup.  Eev.,  p.  990,  above  set  forth  give 
in  detail  the  collector's  procedure  in  making  sale  of  lands  for 
the  payment  of  taxes,  and  section  61  requires  the  collector,  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  February  in  each  year,  to  make  return 
to  the  county  clerk  of  all  unpaid  taxes  assessed  the  preceding 
year  on  real  estate  in  his  township.  These  three  sections  have 
been  adopted  without  any  material  change,  and  hereinafter 
follow  in  said  order. 

Sec.  189.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  collector,  before  he  sells  any  lands,  tenements,  heredita- 
Notice  of  sale  ments  or  real  estate  by  virtue  of  the  warrant  authorized  by  this 
paidDtalesr  un  ac*  to  be  Jssued  by  the  township  committee,  to  give  public 
notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  such  sale,  by  advertisements, 
signed  by  such  collector,  in  a  newspaper  printed  and  published 
in  the  township  or  in  the  county  wherein  such  lands,  tenements, 
hereditaments  or  real  estate  are  situate,  once  in  each  week  for 
at  least  four  weeks  successively  next  preceding  the  time  ap- 
pointed for  such  sale,  and  shall  cause  copies  of  such  notice  to 
be  set  up  in  five  of  the  most  public  places  in  said  township  for 
the  same  period,  one  of  which  must  be  at  or  near  the  lands, 
tenements,  hereditaments  or  real  estate  to  be  sold,  and  shall 
forthwith  mail  a  copy  of  such  notice  to  the  owner  or  owners, 
directed  to  him,  her  or  them,  at  his,  her  or  their  last  known 
post  office  address,  with  full  postage  prepaid  thereon  ;  provided 
such  sales  may  be  adjourned  on  application  of  the  o*ner  or 
other  person  interested  therein,  or  because  of  no  bidders,  from 
time  to  time,  not  exceeding  sixty  days,  in  which  case  a  short 
notice  of  such  adjournment  shall  be  published  in  the  said  news- 
paper. 

Sec.  190.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ibid.  s.  189.  £u|  £or  ^ie  g^  coiiectoi*,  at  the  time  and  place  specified  in  the 
above  notice,  or  at  the  time  and  place  to  which  he  shall  adjourn 
as  aforesaid,  to  sell  and  strike  off  such  lands,  tenements,  heredi- 
taments or  real  estate  set  forth  in  such  warrant,  or  any  part 
thereof,  to  such  persons  or  persons  as  will  agree  to  take  the 
same   for   the   shortest   term,  and  pay  such  taxes  as  may  be 
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assessed  as  aforesaid  on  account  thereof,  and  the  interest  thereon, 
and  all  costs,  fees,  charges  and  expenses  touching  the  same, 
such  payment  to  be  made  in  all  cases  before  the  conclusion  of 
such  sale,  and  if  not  so  made  the  collector  shrill  re-sell  the 
property;  and  that  within  ten  days  thereafter  the  said  collector 
shall  deliver  to  the  purchaser  a  certificate  of  such  sale,  under 
his  hand  and  seal  and  duly  acknowledged  according  to  law ; 
such  certificate  shall  contain  a  description  of  the  property,  the 
term  for  which  sold,  the  amount  of  tax,  interest,  costs,  fees, 
charges  and  expenses  in  detail,  the  year  for  which  assessed,  the 
time  when  the  right  to  redeem  shall  expire  and  the  date  of  the 
warrant  under  which  the  sale  was  made. 

Sec.  191.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  Make  returns 
the  township  collector  of  each  township,  on  or  before  the  first  to  county*cierkS 
day  of  February  in  each  year  to  make  return  in  writing  to  the 
clerk  of  the  county  in  which  his  township  is  situate,  of  all  un- 
paid taxes  assessed  the  preceding  year  on  real  estate  situate  in 
his  township,  setting  forth  against  whom  assessed,  the  date, 
description  of  the  property,  the  amount  of  tax  thereon,  to 
which  he  shall  affix  an  oath  or  affirmation  in  writing  to  the 
effect  that  the  same  is  just,  true,  full  and  complete  ia  every 
particular,  as  shown  by  his  tax  duplicate. 


TO  APPLY  TO    JUDGE    OF  THE  COURT    OF  COMMON    PLEAS    TO    AMEND 
DESCRIPTION  OF  LANDS  ADVERTISED  FOR  SALE  FOR  TAXES. 

"  A  further  supplement  to  c  An  act  to  make  taxes  a  lien  on 
real  estate,  and  to  authorize  sales  for  the  payment  of  the  same,' 
approved  March  seventeenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-four. 

Approved  March  27,  1889. 
P.  L.,  1899,  p.  1U,  S.  1. 

That  when  the  description  of  any  real  estate  heretofore 
assessed  or  hereafter  to  be  assessed  in  any  town,  township  or 
boiough  in  this  State  is  insufficient  to  make  a  legal  sale  of  such 
real  estate  for  the  taxes  so  assessed,  the  collector  or  other  offi- 
cer having  the  collection  thereof,  may  make  application  to  one 
of  the   judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas   of  the   county 
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where  such  lands  are  situate,  at  any  time  before  the  sale  there- 
of, to  have  the  same  amended  by  such  short  description  as  will 
sufficiently  describe  the  same ;  and  the  said  judge,  upon  proof 
of  the  facts  alleged,  is  hereby  empowered  to  so  amend  the 
description  of  such  real  estate  as  will  enable  such  officer  to  pro- 
perly advertise  the  same  and  make  title  thereto ;  provided,  that 
the  owner  or  owners  of  said  property  shall  have  had  at  least 
ten  day's  notice  of  said  application." 

The  section  above  quoted  has  been  retained  in  its  original 
f oral  and  made  part  of  this  act,  as  follows : 

Sec.  192.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  when  the  description  of 
Amendment  of  any  real  estate,  heretofore  assessed  or  hereafter  to  be  assessed 

description    of       ^  ' 

^d  advertised  in  ally  township  of  this  State,  is   insufficient  to  make   a  legal 
taxes.  sa]e  0f  suci1  reai  estate  for  the  taxes  so  assessed,  the  collector  or 

other  officer  having  the  collection  thereof,  may  make  appli- 
cation to  one  of  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of 
the  county  where  such  lands  are  situate,  at  any  time  before  the 
sale  thereof  to  have  the  same  amended  by  such  short  descrip- 
tion as  wall  sufficiently  describe  the  same  ;  and  the  said  judge, 
upon  proof  of  the  facts  alleged,  is  hereby  empowered  to  so 
amend  the  description  of  such  real  estate  as  will  enable  such 
officer  to  properly  advertise  the  same  and  make  title  thereto  ; 
provided  that  the  owner  or  owners  of  said  property  shall  have 
had  at  least  ten  day's  notice  of  said  application. 


TO  MAKE    AMENDMENTS,    CORRECTIONS    AND    ALTERATIONS    IN   THE 
DESCRIPTIONS  OF  LANDS    ASSESSED. 

"  An  act  concerning  taxes. 

Approved  March  19,  1891. 
P.  L.,  1891,  p.  189,  S.  9. 

That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  every  collector  of  taxes  to  make 
such  amendments,  corrections  and  alterations  in  the  description 
of  any  land  and  real  estate  assessed  as  shall  be  useful  to  better 
ascertain  the  location  and  extent  thereof  and  to  identify  the 
same ;  and  the  taxes  assessed  upon  such  land  and  real  estate 
shall  be,  and  remain  a  lien  upon  the  same  according  to  the  said 
corrected  description  of  the  same,  provided  that  all  such  cor- 
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rection  be  made  before  the  public  notice  is  given  of  the  sale 
of  such  land  or  real  estate." 

The  section  above  quoted  has  been  retained    in   its  original 
form  and  made  part  of  this  act,  as  follows : 

Sec.  193.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
every  collector  of  taxes  to  make  such  amendments,  corrections  coiiectormay 
and  alterations  in  the  description  of  any  land  or  real  estate  ments  of   de- 

i  iiii  pii  >ii  •        scription. 

assessed  as  shall  be  useful  to  better  ascertain  the  location 
and  extent  thereof  and  to  identify  the  same ;  and  the  taxes 
assessed  upon  such  land  and  real  estate  shall  be  and  remain  a 
lien  upon  the  same  according  to  the  said  corrected  descrip- 
tion of  the  same,  provided  that  all  such  corrections  be  made 
before  the  public  notice  is  given  of  the  sale  of  such  land  or 
real  estate. 


PROCEDURE  IN  CASES  OF  NON-PAYMENT  OF   TAXES  ON  UNTENANTED 
LANDS,  OR  TAXES  NOT  PAID  BY  TENANT. 

"  An  act  concerning  taxes. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
Rev.,  p.  1145-6,  S.  34,  35,  36. 

(34.)  That  if  the  tax  which  shall  be  laid  on  any  improved  or 
untenanted  land,  be  not  paid  agreeably  to  law,  or  if  tenanted 
by  any  person  or  persons  (not  the  lawful  proprietor)  who  are 
unable  to  pay  his  or  her  tax  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  township  collector  to  make  return  thereof  to  a  justice 
of  the  peace  of  the  county,  who  is  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  issue  a  warrant  to  any  constable  of  the  said  county, 
commanding  him  to  levy  such  tax  by  distress  and  sale  of  so 
much  ol  the  timber,  wood,  herbage,  or  other  vendible  property 
of  the  owner,  and  on  the  premises,  as  will  be  sufficient  to  pay 
the  same  with  costs,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  eighteenth 
section  of  this  act. 

(35.)  That  any  constable  who  shall  or  may  hereafter  have 
occasion  to  collect  any  tax,  by  distress  and  sale  of  any  timber, 
wood,  herbage,  or  other  vendible  property,  according  to  the 
thirty-fourth  section  of  this  act,  shall,  and  is  hereby  required  to 
annex  to  the  names  of  the  several  delinquents  in  the  advertise- 
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ments,  the  amount  of  tax  and  costs  due  from   each  of  them 
respectively. 

(36.)  That  before  any  constable  shall  collect  any  tax  by  dis- 
tress and  sale  of  any  timber,  wood,  herbage  or  other  vendible 
property,  according  to  the  thirty-fourth  section  of  this  act,  it 
shall  be  his  duty  to  put  up  notices  of  such  sale  in  five  of  the 
most  public  places  in  the  township  where  the  premises  are,  at 
least  thirty  days  previous  to  such  distress  and  sale,  and  shall 
advertise  the  same  in  a  newspaper  printed  in  the  county  or 
circulating  therein,  at  least  four  weeks  successively,  prior  to 
such  sale,  and  shall  therein  set  forth  the  names  of  all  the  per- 
sons to  whom  such  tax  is  assessed,  and  the  day  and  hour  of  the 
sale,  which  shall  be  held  between  the  hours  of  twelve  and  five 
o'clock  of  said  day     *     *     *     .*' 

Section  34,  Rev.  p.  1145  above  quoted,  requires  a  return  of 
unpaid  taxes,  laid  on  unimproved  land,  to  be  made  by  the  col- 
lector to  a  justice  of  the  peace,  who  is  required  to  issue  a  war- 
rant to  a  constable  in  accordance  with  the  eighteenth  section  of 
the  "  Tax  act." 

This  last  mentioned  section  requires  said  warrant  to  be  is- 
sued within  five  days  after  such  return  is  made,  and  section 
eighty -seven  of  the  "  tax  act,"  Rev.  p.  1159  requires  all  tax 
warrants  to  be  directed  and  delivered  to  the  constable,  and 
section  thirty-three,  Sup.,  Rev.  p.  986  contains  the  same  re- 
quirements, with  the  proviso  that  the  tax  warrant  may  be 
delivered  to  any  constable  of  the  township  by  request  of  the 
collector.  In  accordance  with  the  above,  a  new  section,  here- 
inafter first  following,  has  been  framed. 

Section  35  and  36  above  set  out,  contains  the  duty  of  the 
constable  and  relates  to  the  manner  of  advertising  and  making 
the  sale  for  the  collection  of  taxes  laid  on  unimproved  or 
untenanted  lands  ;  these  duties  are,  by  the  subsequent  acts 
above  referred  to,  now  imposed  upon  the  collector.  There- 
fore we  have  arranged  a  new  section,  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements,  and  for  the  sake  of  simplicity  have  combined 
the  duties  prescribed  in  said  sections  35  and  36  and  made  a  new 
section  which  follows  in  order. 
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Sec.  194.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  sluill  be  the  duty  of  Prwseedurein 

'  #  # ^  cases   of    non- 

tlie  township  collector  in  case   the  tax,    which  shall    belaid  on  payment  of 

1  '  t  taxes    on     un- 

any  unimproved  or  untenanted  land,  be  not  paid  agreeably  to  ^na ^iC8,a^ 
law,  or  if  tenanted  by  any  person  or  persons,  (not  the  lawful  Paid  b*  tenant, 
proprietor)  who  are  unable  to  pay  his  or  her  proprietor's  tax  as 
aforesaid,  to  make  return  of  the  said  tax  to  a  justice  of  the 
peace  of  the  county,  who  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to 
issue  a  warrant  within  five  days  thereafter,  to  the  township  col- 
lector, or  to  any  constable  of  the  said  township  when  so  re- 
quested by  the  said  collector,  commanding  said  collector  or 
such  constable  as  aforesaid,  to  levy  such  tax  by  distress  and  sale 
of  so  much  of  the  timber,  wood,  herbage  or  other  vendible  pro- 
perty of  the  owTner,  and  on  the  premises,  as  will  be  sufficient  to 
pay  the  same  with  costs. 

Sec.  195.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  said  collector,  or  constable  as  aforesaid,  who  shall,  or  may 
hereafter  have  occasion  to  collect  any  tax,  by  distress  and  sale 
of  any  timber,  wood,  herbage,  or  other  vendible  property 
according  to  section  194  of  this  act,  to  put  up  notices  of  such 
sale  in  five  of  the  most  public  places  in  the  township  where  the 
premises  are,  at  least  thirty  days  previous  to  such  distress  and 
sale,  and  shall  advertise  the  same  in  a  newspaper  printed  in  the 
county  or  circulating  therein,  at  least  four  weeks  successively, 
prior  to  such  sale,  and  shall  therein  set  forth  the  names  of  all 
the  persons  to  whom  such  tax  is  assessed  and  the  amount  of  tax 
and  cost  due  from  each  of  them  respectively,  and  the  day  and 
hour  ot  sale,  which  sale  shall  be  held  between  the  hours  of 
twelve  and  live  o'clock  of  said  day. 

MAKE  BE  1  URN  OF  TAX  WARRANTS  ISSUED  FOR  SALE  OF  LANDS. 

"  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  A  further  act  concerning 
taxes,  making  the  same  a  first  lien  on  real  estate,  and  to 
authorize  sales  for  the  payment  of  the  same,'  approved  March 
fourteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-nine. 

Approved  March  12,  1880. 

P.  L.,  1880,  p.  283. 

B.  Rev.,  p.  993,  8.  67,  75,  7(3. 

(67.)  That  section  six  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supple- 
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ment  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  read  as  fol 
lows  : 

That  the  said  collector  shall  return  said  warrant  to  said 
committee  within  the  time  required  therein,  together  with  all 
of  his  proceedings  thereunder  in  writing,  and  he  shall  annex 
thereto  copies  of  the  notices  required  by  this  act  to  be  by  him 
given,  published,  mailed  and  posted,  with  proof  of  such  publi- 
cation, posting  and  mailing  and  an  oath  or  affirmation  by  said 
collector  that  the  said  return  is  true,  full  and  complete  in  all 
respects. 

(75.)  That  the  collector  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  any  sale 
for  more  than  sixty  days,  upon  the  written  request  of  the 
township  committee ;  provided,  there  be  no  purchasers. 

(76.)  That  in  case  the  collector's  term  of  office  shall  exj>ire 
before  he  shall  have  completed  his  proceedings  under  any  war- 
rant, he  shall  continue  such  proceedings  thereunder  to  the  end, 
in  which  case  his  bondsmen  shall  be  liable  for  any  illegal  act  of 
their  principal  in  the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  extent  as 
though  said  collector's  term  of  office  had  not  expired." 

The  three  sections  above  quoted  contain  important  duties  of 
the  collector,  and  are  reproduced  in  this  act  and  made  a  part 
thereof,  as  follows  : 

Sec.  196.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  said  collector  shall 

Make  return  of  .  .      ,  . 

tax  warrants  return  said  warrant  to  said  committee  within  the  time  required 

for    sale    of  .  ,  ,  * 

lands  therein,  together  with  all  of  his  proceedings  thereunder,  m 

writing,  and  he  shall  annex  thereto  copies  of  the  notices  re* 
quired  to  be  by  him  given,  published,  mailed  and  posted,  with 
proof  of  such  publication,  posting  and  mailing  and  an  oath 
or  affirmation  by  said  collector  that  the  said  return  is  true,  full 
and  complete  in  all  respects. 

Adjournment      Sec.  197.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  collector  shall  have 
of  sale.  power  to  adjourn  any  sale  for  more  than  sixty  days,  upon  the 

written  request  of  the  township  committee,  provided  there  be 
no  purchasers  present. 


Duty  of  collec- 


Sec.  198.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  case  the  collector's 
tor'afterexpir- term  of  office  shall  expire  before  he  shall  have  completed  his 

ation  of  term.  , .  i  .     ,  -,      , ,  , .  ■■ 

proceedings  under  any  warrant,  he  shall  continue  such   pro- 
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ceedings  thereunder  to  the  end,  and  in  which  ease  his  bondsmen 
shall  be  liable  for  any  illegal  act  of  their  principal  in  the  same 
manner  and  to  the  same  extent  as  though  said  collector's  term 
of  office  had  not  expired. 

TO  FURNISH  COPY  OF  DUPLICATE  AND  TAX  WARRANTS  TO  TOWNSHIP 
I  OMMITTEE  WHEN  REQUIRED. 

"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concern- 
ing taxes.' 

Approved  March  2,  1ST3. 
P.  L.,  1873,  p.  57. 
Key.,  p.  1162,  S.  102. 

That  the  collector  of  taxes  in  any  township,  borough,  town 
or  ward  in  this  State  shall  furnish  a  correct  copy,  in  writing, 
under  oath  or  affirmation,  of  the  duplicate  or  transcript  of  the 
assessment  of  taxes  and  the  tax  warrant  or  warrants  in  his  hands 
or  possession  to  the  committee  of  township  or  common  council 
of  the  town  or  borough  whereof  he  is  collector,  when  required 
by  a  resolution  of  said  committee  or  council  within  five  days 
after  a  copy  of  such  resolution  in  writing,  attested  by  the  clerk 
of  the  township,  town  or  borough  shall  be  served  on  him." 

The  section  above  quoted,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  collector 
of  a  township,  has  been  retained,  with  a  slight  modification, 
and  made  a  part  of  this  act,  as  follows : 

Sec.  199.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  collector  of  taxes  in  Furnish  copy 
any  township  in  this  State  shall  furnish  a  correct  copy,  in  and  tax  war- 
writing,  under  oath  or  affirmation,  of  the  duplicate  or  tran- 
script of  the  assessment  of  taxes,  and  the  tax  warrant  or  war- 
ants  in  his  hands  or  possession,  to  the  committee  of  the 
township  whereof  he  is  collector,  when  required  by  a  resolution 
of  said  committee,  within  five  days  after,  a  copy  of  such  resolu- 
tion, in  writing,  attested  by  the  clerk  of  the  township  shall  be 
served  on  him. 

TO  PAY  CERTAIN  TAXES  TO  COUNTY  COLLECTOR. 

"  An  act  concerning  taxes. 

Approved  April  11,  1S16. 
Rev.,  p.  1112,  S.  11. 
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That  the  township  collector,  within  sixty  days  after  receipt 
of  the  transcript  *  *  *  shall  demand  payment  of  the  tax 
*  *  *  ;  and  the  said  collector  shall  pay  the  taxes  by  him 
collected  and  the  fines  and  forfeitures  by  him  received,  by 
virtue  of  any  law  of  this  State,  to  the  collector  of  the  county 
by  the  twenty  second  day  of  December  in  every  year." 

"  An  act  concerning  taxes. 

Approved  April  11,  1846. 
Rev.,  p.  1141,  S.  24. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  township  collector  to  pay  the 
moneys  which  he  shall  have  received  by  virtue  of  any  such 
assessment  to  the  county  collector  by  the  twenty-second  day  of 
December,  in  every  year,  and,  upon  receipt  of  any  tax  money 
from  a  constable,  to  make  immediate  payment  thereof  to  the 
said  county  collector." 

"Supplement  to  an  act  entitled,   'An  tcfc  concerning  taxes.' 

Approved  April  11,  1866. 
P.  L.,  1866,  p.  1078. 
Rev.,  p.  1159,  S.  83. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  of  the  townships, 
cities  or  wards  in  this  State,  out  of  the  first  moneys  which  shall 
be  collected  by  them,  to  pay  to  the  county  collector  of  the 
county  in  which  they  hold  their  offices,  the  State  and  county 
taxes  required  to  be  assessed  in  their  several  townships,  cities 
and  wards,  at  the  time  required  by  law  to  pay  the  same." 

Section  11,  Rev.  p.  1142,  and  section  24,  Rev.  p.  1144,  re- 
quire the  collector  to  pay  over  to  the  county  collector  of  his 
county,  the  taxes  by  him  collected,  by  the  twenty-second  day 
of  December  in  every  year. 

Section  83,  Rev.  p.  1159,  requires  the  collector,  out  of  the 
first  moneys  which  he  shall  collect,  to  pay  to  the  county  col- 
lector the  State  and  county  taxes  at  the  time  required  by  law. 

The  time  fixed  by  law,  as  appears  by  sections  11  and  24,  is 
December  22  in  every  year ;  the  provisions  of  these  two  sec- 
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tions  seem  to  be  in   conflict  with  section  v-">.  except  as  to  the 

time  of  payment.  This  last  mentioned  section  is  subsequent 
to  the  others,  therefore  we  have  made  use  of  it  as  the  basis  of 
a  new  section  and  consolidated  it  with  the  other  two  as  to  the 
time  of  payment,  as  follow-  : 

Sec.  200.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  .-hall  lie  the  dutv  of' 

Pay     certain 

the  collector  of  every  township  of  this  State,  out  of  the  first  ^0f,|ctorCOUnty 
moneys  which  shall  be  collected  by  him,  to  pay  to  the  county 
collector  of  the  county  in  which  he  holds  his  office,  the  State 
and  county  taxes  required   to  be   assessed  in  his  township,  by 
the  twenty-second  day  of  December  in  every  year. 

TO  RENDER  TO  TOWNSHIP  COMMITTEE  A  TRUE  ACCOUNT  AND  TO  PAY 
OVER  MONEYS  OS   DEMAND. 

u  An  act  concerning  taxes. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
Rev.,  p.  1146,  S.  39. 

That  all  justices  of  the  peace,  constables  and  township  col- 
lectors shall  render  to  the  township  committee  of  their  respec- 
tive townships,  when  by  them  required,  a  true  account  of  all 
the  moneys  which  they  or  any  of  them  shall  have  received  on 
any  assessment  made  or  to  be  made,  and  not  paid  over  to  the 
county  collector  agreeably  to  law  ;  which  moneys  the  said  jus- 
tices of  the  peace,  constables  and  township  collectors  are  here- 
by directed  to  pay  on  demand  to  the  said  township  committee." 

The  section  above  in  part  recited,  contains  a  duty  of  the  col- 
lector ;  sufficient  of  this  1  aw  has  been  retained  to  define  that 
duty  and  appears  in  a  new  section  as  follows : 

Sec.  201.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  justices  of  the 
peace,  constables  and  township  collectors  shall  render  to  the  township  Vom- 
township  committee  of  their  respective  townships,  when  bymittee" 
them  required,  a  true  account  of  all  the  moneys  which  they  or 
any  of  them  shall  have  received  on  any  assessment  made  or  to 
be  made,  and  not  paid  over  to  the  county  collector  agreeably  to 
law ;  which  moneys  the  said  justices  of  the  peace,  constables 
and  township  collectors  are  hereby  directed  to  pay  on  demand 
to  the  said  township  committee. 


PAS 

TO  KILL  OE  CAUSE  TO  BE    KILLED  ALL  DOGS    UPON  WHICH  THE   TAX 

IS  NOT  PAID. 

"Supplement  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  preservation 
of  sheep.' 

Approved  March  29,  1866. 
P.  L,  1866,  p.  839. 
Eev.,  p.  19,  S.  30. 

That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  collector,  or  the  person  or 
persons  having  the  authority  and  power  to  collect  the  taxes 
authorized  to  be  assessed  by  virtue  of  the  aforesaid  act  and  the 
supplements  thereto,  and  he  or  they  are  hereby  required  to 
kill,  or  cause  to  be  killed,  any  dog  or  dogs,  bitch  or  bitches  of 
any  person  or  persons  who  may  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the 
said  taxes     ****■*.» 

Section  30,  Rev.  p.  19.  requires  collectors  to  kill  all  dogs  up- 
on which  the  tax  is  not  paid  ;  we  have  retained  so  much  of 
section  30,  as  imposes  that  duty  upon  the  collector,  and  the 
same  appears  in  the  following  section: 

Sec.  202.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
Km  or  cause  to  ^ie  township  collector,  or  the  person  or  persons  having  the 
teindols  ee*~ authority  and  power  to  collect  the  taxes  on  dog  or  dogs,  bitch 
or  bitches,  and  he  or  they  are  hereby  required  to  kill  or  cause 
to  be  killed  any  dog  or  dogs,  bitch  or  bitches  of  any  person  or 
persons  who  may  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  said  taxes,  and 
the  expense  of  killing  the  same  shall  be  paid  by  the  township 
committee. 

TO  TRANSMIT    ABSTRACT    OF    THE    AMOUNT    OF  EATABLES    TO  COMP- 
TROLLER. 

"  An  act  concerning  the  office  of  Comptroller  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  denning  the  duties  thereof. 

Approved  March  17,  1865. 
P.  L.,  1865,  p.  374. 
Rev.  p.  1217,  S.  28.  . 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessor  in  each  township 
and  ward  of  this  State,  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  Sep- 
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tember  in  each  year,  to  make  and  transmit  to  the  comptroller 
an  abstract  of  the  amount  of  all  the  rotables  in  their  respective 
townships  and  wards,  designating  in  separate  columns  in  said 
abstract  the  amount  of  (juntas  of  State,  county,  poor,  road,  and 
of  all  other  taxes  assessed  and  to  be  collected,  and  also  the  num- 
ber of  taxable  inhabitants  in  such  township  or  ward." 

Sec.  203.     And  be   it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  dutv  of    „,        „  : 

Transmit  ab- 

the  assessors  in  each  township  of  this  State  on  or  before  thesV;act  °f   rat~ 

1  _    ables  to  comp- 

fifteenth  day  of  September  in  each  year,  to  make  and  transmit troller- 
to  the  comptroller  an  abstract  of  the  amount  of  all  the  ratables 
in  their  respective  townships,  designating  in  separate  columns 
in  said  abstract  the  amounts  of  quotas  of  State,  county,  poor, 
road,  and  of  all  other  taxes  assessed  and  to  be  collected,  and 
also  the  number  of  taxable  inhabitants  in  such  township. 


The  Duties  and  IPo^vers  of  Commissioners  of  Appeal  in 
Cases  of  Taxation. 

The  existing  and  recognized  legislation  defining  the  duties 
and  powers  of  commissioners  of  appeal  is  confined  to  the  fol- 
lowing quoted  sections  of  the  act  entitled  ';  An  act  concerning 
taxes,''  approved  April  14,  1S46,  the  supplements  thereto  ap- 
proved March  9,  1848,  and  April  11, 1866,  respectively;  the  act 
entitled  "  An  act  providing  for  the  taxation  of  property  in 
townships  in  this  State  in  cases  where  the  officers  of  the  town- 
ship have  omitted  or  neglected  to  assess  the  same  for  taxes," 
approved  April  2,  1SS5,  and  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  provid- 
ing for  the  taxation  of  property  in  cities,  villages,  boroughs, 
townships  or  other  municipal  corporations  in  this  State  in  cases 
where  the  assessor  or  assessors  of  the  same  have,  or  may  omit 
or  neglect  to  assess  the  same  for  taxes,  or  have  or  may  assess 
such  property  at  too  low  a  valuation,  and  the  commissioners  of 
appeal  in  cases  of  taxation  have  met  and  adjourned.  Approved 
March  24,  1890. 

For  the  purpose  of  convenient  reference,  the  duties  and 
powers  of  commissioners  of  appeal  have  been  divided  as 
follows : 

1.  When  and  where  to  meet,  and  give  notice  of  certain  meet- 
ings. 


350 

2.  Power  and  duty  to  issue  subpoenas  for  the  attendance  of 
witnesses,  and  administer  oath  or  affirmation. 

3.  May  increase  assessments. 

4.  May  reduce  assessments. 

5.  May  make  deductions  for  debts  under  certain  circum- 
stances. 

6.  Procedure  in  cases  where  the  officers  of  the  township 
have  omitted  or  neglected  to  assess  property  for  taxes,  or  have 
assessed  the  same  at  too  low  a  valuation,  and  that  the  commis- 
sioners of  appeal  have  met  and  adjourned. 

7.  To  give  judgment  after  examination  of  facts  and  give 
transcript. 

8.  How  costs  of  appeal  to  commissioners  of  appeal  to  be 
paid. 

1 WHEN    AND    WHERE    TO    MEET,  AND    GIVE    NOTICE    OF    CERTAIN 

MEETINGS. 

"  An  act  concerning  taxes. 

Approved  April  14,  1840. 
Kev.  p.  1142,  S.  8. 

That  if  any  person  shall  think  himself  aggrieved  by  such 
assessments,  he  may  appeal  to  the  commissioners  of  appeal  in 
cases  of  taxation  in  and  for  the  proper  townships  who  are  here- 
by required  to  convene  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  November 
annually  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  the  duties  of  their  of- 
fice in  all  matters  arising  under  this  act." 

The  phrase  "  such  assessment,"  has  relation  to  the  assessable 
valuation  fixed  by  the  assessor  of  taxes  upon  property  subject 
to  taxation,  after  making  deductions  for  debts  and  exemptions, 
all  of  which  is  more  particularly  referred  to  in  connection  with 
the  duties  and  powers  of  the  assessor. 

"An  act  concerning  taxes. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
Kev.,  p.  1148,  S.  46. 

That  the  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation  in  and 
for  every  township  shall,  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  the 
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duties  of  their  office,  convene  at  the  usual  place  of  holding  town 
meeting  and  at  such  times  where  it  is  not  otherwise  directed  bj 
law,  as  they  shall  appoint,  giving  at  least  eight  days  previous 
notice  of  every  such  meeting,  in  writing,  under  their  hands  and 
fixed  uj)  at  six  or  more  of  the  most  public  places  in  such  town- 
ship." 

The  provisions  of  sections  eight  (8)  and  forty  six  (40)  of  the 
act  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  taxes,"  Rev.,  p.  1142  and  1148, 
have  been  embodied  with  a  slight  change  in  the  designation 
of  the  place  of  meeting,  in  the  following  section  : 

Sec.  204.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall  think 
himself  aggrieved  by  the  assessment  made  and  levied  by  the 
assessor  of  taxes  upon  the  property  of  such  person,  he  may  w  h  e  n    and 

t  ,  .     .  »  i     .  p  .     where  to  meet 

appeal  to  the  commissioners  of  appeal,  in  cases  oi  taxation,  inanri  upon  what 

j   .  \  -i  notice. 

and  lor  the  proper  township,  who  are  hereby  required  to  con- 
vene for  the  purpose  of  discharging  the  duties  of  their  office 
on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  November,  annually,  at  the  usual 
place  of  meeting  of  the  township  committee,  and  at  such  other 
time  and  times  as  they  shall  appoint,  giving  at  least  eight  days 
previous  notice  of  every  meeting,  except  such  annual  meeting, 
in  writing,  under  their  hands  and  fixed  up  at  six  or  more  public 
places  in  such  township. 


2.    POWER  AND    DUTY    TO    ISSUE    STJBPCENAS    FOR    THE    ATTENDANCE 
OF  WITNESSES,  AND  ADMINISTER  OATH  OR  AFFIRMATION. 

"  An  act  concerning  taxes. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
Rev.,  p.  1148,  S,  50. 

That  such  commissioners  shall  have  full  power  to  bring  be- 
fore them,  by  subpoena  or  otherwise,  any  person  as  a  witness 
on  the  hearing  of  such  appeal,  to  whom  they  are  hereby  em- 
powered to  administer  the  necessary  oath  or  affirmation." 

"  Supplement  to  an  act  concerning  taxes. 

Approved  April  11,  1886. 
P.  L.,  1886,  p.  1078,  S.  22. 
Rev.,  p.  1159,  S.  80. 
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That  each  of  the  commissioners  of  appeal,  in  cases  of  taxation, 
shall  have  power  and  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  issue  subpcenas  for 
the  attendance  of  witnesses  before  the  said  commissioners,  on 
the  hearing  of  an  appeal,  which  shall  be  served,  and  the  said 
commissioner,  the  witnesses  and  constable  shall  have  the  same 
fees,  and  be  liable  to  the  same  penalties  as  in  the  cases  of 
subpcenas  for  witnesses  to  appear  on  the  trial  of  actions  before 
courts  for  the  trial  of  small  causes." 

Sections  fifty  (50)  of  the  act  concerning  taxes,  Eev.,  p.  1148> 
and  twenty-two  (22)  of  the  u  Supplement  to  An  act  concerning 
taxes,"  approved  April  11,  1886,  Rev.,  p.  1159,  S.  80,  endow  the 
commissioners  of  appeal  with  power  to  secure  the  attendance 
of  witnesses  before  them  in  the  event  of  an  appeal  by  taxpayers. 
The  spirit  of  the  two  sections  has  been  incorporated  in  one 
section,  omitting,  however,  the  provision  for  the  fees  for  all 
except  those  of  witnesses. 

Sec.  205.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  commissioners  of 

Commissioners  ,.  -  ,         , .  -,  i        r?  ,  1  ini 

of  appeal  may  appeal  m  cases  of  taxation,  and  each  of  them  shall  have  power 
and  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  issue  subpcenas  for  the  attendance 
of  witnesses  before  said  commissioners  in  the  hearing  of  an 
appeal,  which  subpoena  shall  be  served  as  in  cases  of  subpcenas 
for  witnesses  to  appear  at  the  trial  of  actions  before  courts  for 
the  trial  of  small  causes ;  the  witnesses  so  subpoenaed  shall  re- 
ceive the  same  fees,  and  be  liable  to  the  same  penalties  as 
witnesses  subpoenaed  to  appear  before  said  courts,  and  either 
of  said  commissioners  is  hereby  empowered  to  administer  the 
necessary  oath  or  affirmation  to  such  witnesses. 

3.    MAY  INCREASE  ASSESSMENTS. 

u  Supplement  to  '  An  act  concerning  taxes.' 

Approved  March  9,  1818. 
P.  L.,  1848,  p.  230,  S. 
Rev.,  p.  1149,  S.  56. 

That  if  any  person  or  persons,  body  politic  or  corporate, 
shall  be  assessed  at  too  low  a  rate,  or  be  omitted  in  the  assess- 
ment, it  shall  be  lawful,  upon  complaint  made  for  the  commis- 
sioners of  appeal,  in  cases  of  taxation,  after  five  days  notice  in 
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writing  to  the  party  interested  by  the  party  complaining,  and 
after  due   examination  of  the  facts  and  consideration  of  the 

cast',  to  make  such  addition  to  (lie  assessment  as  shall  he  agree- 
able to  the  principles  of  justice ;  and.  the  judgment  of  the  said 
commissioners  shall  he  final  and  conclusive,  and  shall  1)3  ren- 
dered within  ten  davs  after  making  of  said  complaint." 

"Supplement  to  '  An  act  concerning  taxes." 

Approved  April  11,  1806. 
P.  L.,  L866,  p.  1078,  S.  8. 
Rev.,  p.  1153,  S.  67. 

That  the  assessor  of  every  township  or  ward  shall  between 
the  clays  prescribed  by  law,  annually  ascertain  by  dilligent 
inquiry,  and  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  persons  to  be 
assessed,  and  if  necessary  of  other  persons  according  to  the  best 
of  his  ability  and  according  to  his  own  judgment  after  examina- 
tion and  inquiry,  the  names  of  all  the  persons  taxable  in  their 
respective  townships  and  wards,  and  the  actual  value  of  all 
the  property,  real  and  personal,  taxable  therein  ;  and  in  case 
any  inhabitant  of  the  township  or  ward  shall  refuse  to  swear  or 
affirm  and  answer  in  regard  to  all  the  particulars  of  his  property 
when  required  by  such  assessor,  or  in  case  such  inhabitant 
cannot  be  found  by  the  assessor  after  a  dilligent  effort,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  said  assessor  to  estimate  his  property  at  the 
highest  value  he  has  reason  to  suppose  it  may  be  placed ;  and 
in  case  the  person  assessed  shall  appeal  to  the  commissioners  of 
appeal  they  shall  not  reduce  the  said  estimate,  if  it  shall  appear 
that  the  person  appealing  had  refused  to  be  sworn  or  affirmed 
and  to  answer  all  proper  questions  respecting  the  particulars  of 
his  estate  and  of  his  debts,  or  had  absented  himself  for  the 
purpose  of  evading  the  assessor;  nor  unless  he  shall  satisfac- 
torily prove  by  his  own  oath,  or  affirmation,  or  otherwise,  wdiat 
was  the  true  value  of  all  his  taxable  property  ;  provided  that 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  the  said 
commissioners  of  appeal  from  increasing  the  valuation  made  by 
the  assessor  if  it  shall  satisfactorily  appear  the  same  ought  to 
be  increased.'1 

Although  section  two  (2)  of  the  /'  Supplement  to  An  act 
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concerning  taxes,"  approved  March  9,  1848,  P.  L.,  p.  230 
(Rev.,  p.  1149,  S.  56),  and  section  eight  (8)  of  another  "Sup- 
plement to  An  act  concerning  taxes,"  approved  April  11, 
1886,  P.  L.,  1886,  p.  1078  (Rev.,  p.  1153,  S.  67),  do  not  relate 
to  exactly  the  same  conditions,  both  in  effect  empower  the 
commissioners  of  appeals  to  increase  assessments  if  made  at  too 
low  a  rate,  and  to  determine  the  same  if  omitted ;  and  with  the 
view  of  consolidating  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  commis- 
sioners set  out  in  both,  the  following  sections  are  advised  : 

May  increase  Sec.  206.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  person  or  persons, 
assessment.  body  politic  or  corporate  liable  to  taxation,  shall  be  assessed  at 
too  low  a  rate,  or  be  omitted  to  be  assessed,  upon  complaint 
made  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases 
of  taxation,  after  five  days  notice,  in  writing,  given  to  the  per- 
son or  persons,  or  an  officer  of  a  body  politic  or  corporate 
liable  to  taxation,  by  the  party  feeling  aggrieved,  and  after  due 
examination  of  the  facts  and  consideration,  to  make  such  addi- 
tion to  the  assessment,  or  in  case  of  omission  or  neglect  on  the 
part  of  the  proper  officer  to  assess,  to  so  fix  such  assessment  as 
shall  be  agreeable  to  the  principles  of  justice  ;  and  the  judg- 
ment of  said  commissioners  shall  be  rendered  within  ten  days 
after  the  making  of  said  complaint. 

Sec.  207.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  case  any  inhabitant 
of  the  township  or  an  officer  of  any  body  politic  or  corporate, 
liable  to  taxation  therein,  shall  refuse  to  swear  or  affirm  and 
answer  in  regard  to  all  the  particulars  of  his  or  its  property, 
when  so  required  by  the  assessor  of  taxes  as  provided  by  this 
act,  or  in  case  such  inhabitant  or  an  officer  of  such  body  politic 
or  corporate  cannot  be  found  by  the  assessor  after  a  dilligent 
effort,  and  said  assessor  has  estimated  the  property  of  such  per- 
son or  body  politic  or  corporate  liable  to  taxation  at  the  highest 
valuation,  as  also  provided  by  this  act,  and  in  such  case  the 
person  or  body  politic  or  corporate  assessed  shall  appeal  to  the 
commissioners  of  appeal,  they  shall  not  reduce  said  assessment, 
if  it  shall  appear  that  the  person  appealing  or  an  officer  of  such 
body  politic  or  corporate  has  refused  to  be  sworn  or  affirmed 
and  to  answer  all  proper  questions  respecting  the  particulars  of 
his  or  its  estate  and  of  his  or  its  debts,  or  has  absented  himself 
for  the  purpose  of  evading  such  assessor,  nor  unless  such  per- 
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son  or  body  politic  or  corporate  shall  satisfactorily  prove  what 
was  the  true  value  of  all  his  or  its  taxable  property  :  provided 
that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  prevent 
said  commissioners  of  appeal  from  increasing  the  valuation 
made  by  the  assessor,  if  it  shall  to  them  satisfactorily  appear 
the  same  ought  to  be  increased. 

•4.    MAY  REDUCE  ASSESSMENTS 

Although  by  existing  legislation  there  is  no  expressed  power 
given  to  the  commissioners  of  appeal  to  reduce  assessments, 
6uch  power  exists  by  implication  as  appears  by  Rev.,  p.  1148, 
S.  4S,  which  is  hereafter  quoted  under  subdivision  seven  (7)  of 
"  The  duties  and  powers  of  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of 
taxation,"  and  suggest  the  following  section  : 

Sec.  208.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  said  commissioners, 
whenever  any  person  or  corporation  thinking  himself  or  itself  oJ?™mie|jon-£| 
aggrieved  by  his  or  its  assessment  shall  appeal  to  the  commis-  judgment, 
sioners,  such  commissioners,  except  in  cases  referred  to  in  the 
last  preceding  section,  after  due  examination  of  the  facts  and 
consideration  of  the  case,  shall  give  such  judgment  as  shall  be 
agreeable  to  justice,  which  judgment  shall  be  final  and  conclu- 
sive, and  shall  be  rendered  within  three  days  after  the  hearing 
of  said  appeal. 

5.    MAY    MAKE    DEDUCTIONS    FOR    DEBTS     UNDER    CERTAIN    CIRCUM- 
STANCES. 

"  Supplement  to  '  An  act  concerning  taxes.' 

Approved  April  11,  L866. 
P.  L.,  18S6,  p.  1078. 
Rev.  p.  1157,  S.  78.    ' 

That  after  making  the  valuation  of  the  real  and  persoual 
estate  for  which  any  individual  shall  be  assessed,  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  assessor  or  for  the  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases 
of  taxation,  to  deduct  from  such  valuation  any  debt  or  debts 
bona  fide  due  and  owing  from  such  individual  to  creditors 
residing  within  this  State ;  provided,  that  no  deduction  shall  be 
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made  from  the  full  and  fair  value  of  the  real  or  personal  estate 
of  any  individual  unless  such  individual  shall  make  and  sign  a 
true  statement,  in  writing,  under  oath  or  affirmation  that  the 
same  is  just  and  true  of  the  several  debts  owing  by  such  indi- 
vidual which  he  desires  to  have  deducted  to  whom  owing  and 
where  the  creditor  resides,  and  also  a  statement  of  the  total 
amount  of  real  estate  and  of  personal  property  of  such  indi- 
vidual, including  mortgages  held  and  other  debts  due  and 
owing  to  such  individual  from  solvent  debtors,  and  shall  deliver 
the  same  to  said  assessor  on  or  before  the  time  limited  by  law 
for  closing  the  assessment ;  provided,  that  if  it  shall  be  made 
to  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  commissioners  of  appeal  that 
the  individual  assessed  was  prevented  by  sickness  or  other 
unavoidable  accident  from  delivering  such  statement  to  the 
assessor  as  aforesaid,  the  said  commissioners  may  permit  the 
said  individual  or  any  person  in  his  behalf  having  knowledge 
of  the  facts,  to  deliver  such  statement  to  them  sworn  or  affirmed 
to  be  just  and  true  as  aforesaid,  and  may,  therefore,  deduct  the 
balance  of  such  debts  in  like  manner  as  the  assessor  might 
have  done  in  case  the  said  statement  had  been  delivered  to 
him      *     *     *     ." 

That  part  of  the  proposed  new  act  relating  to  the  powers 
and  duties  of  assessors  of  taxes,  among  other  things,  in  sub- 
stance, directs  such  assessors  to  deduct  from  the  valuation  of  the 
real  and  personal  estate  for  which  any  individual  may  be 
assessed,  any  debt  or  debts  due  and  owing  from  such  individual 
to  creditors  residing  in  this  State  ;  provided,  that  no  deductions 
shall  be  made  from  the  full  and  fair  value  of  the  real  and  per- 
sonal estate,  unless  the  individual  shall  make  a  true  statement, 
in  writing,  under  oath  or  affirmation,  that  the  same  is  just  and 
true  of  the  several  debts  owing  by  such  individual.  The  duties 
of  the  assessor  having  been  heretofore  thus  denned  justifies  the 
elimination  of  them  from  the  foregoing  section  (Rev.,  p.  1078, 
S.  78),  leaving  in  substance  the  following  section  : 

Proceedings  in      Sec.  209.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 

toToSmmfs^Foen-  the  commissioners  of  appeal  of  the  several  townships  of  this 

State,  whenever  any  individual  has  been  assessed  upon  his  real 

or  personal  estate  or  both,  and  who  has  appealed  from  such 

assessment,  and  has  not  delivered  to  the  proper  assessor  of  taxes 
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the  statement  under  oath  or  affirmation  required  by  this  act, 
but  has  been  prevented  by  sickness  or  other  unavoidable  acci- 
dent from  so  doing,  and  it  shall  be  made  to  so  appear  to  the 
satisfaction  of  such  commissioners  to  permit  said  individual  or 
any  person  in  his  behalf  having  knowledge  of  the  facts,  to 
deliver  such  statement  to  them,  sworn  and  affirmed  to  be  just 
and  true,  and  thereupon  deduct  such  debt  or  debts  as  are 
properly  set  out  in  such  statement,  from  said  assessment  in  like 
manner  as  the  assessor  might  have  done  in  case  said  statement 
had  been  duly  delivered  to  said  assessor. 

6.    PROCEEDURE  IN  CASES  WHERE  THE  OFFICERS  OF  THE  TOWNSHIP 

HAVE  OMITTED  OR  NEGLECTED  TO  ASSESS    PROPERTY  FOR 

TAXES,  OR  HAVE  ASSESSED  THE  SAME  AT  TOO  LOW 

A   VALUATION  AND  THE    COMMISSIONERS  OF 

APPEAL  HAVE  ADJOURNED. 

"  An  act  providing  for  the  taxation  of  property  in  townships 
in  this  State  in  cases  where  the  officers  of  the  township  have 
omitted  or  neglected  to  assess  the  same  for  taxes. 

Passed  April  2,  1SS5. 

P.  L ,  1885,  p.  191,  S.  1,  2,  4c. 

S.  Rev.,  p.  1020,  S.  170,  171,  173. 

170.  That  where  in  any  township  of  this  State  the  assessor 
has  neglected  or  omitted  to  assess  for  taxes  for  the  current  fiscal 
year,  of  such  township  property  in  such  township  which  is 
liable  to  taxation,  and  where  the  commissioners  of  appeal  in 
cases  of  taxatiou  have  met  and  adjourned  without  having  re- 
ceived complaint  of  any  such  neglect  or  omission,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  township  committee  to  file  with  the  commis- 
sioners of  appeal  a  complaint,  in  writing,  setting  forth  the 
property  so  omitted  or  neglected  to  be  assessed,  and  the  name 
or  names  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  property,  if  known, 
and  requesting  such  commissioners  to  convene  and  take  such 
action  thereon  as  may  be  authorized  by  this  act  or  any  other 
statute  of  this  State. 

(171.)  That  within  five  days  after  receiving  such  complaint, 
the  said  commissioners  of  appeal  shall  by  writing,  under  their 
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hands,  designate  the  time  and  place  when  and  where  the  said 
commissioners  will  meet  to  consider  the  matters  embraced  in 
such  complaint,  said  time  to  be  not  more  than  twenty  days 
after  the  time  of  receiving  such  complaint,  and  shall  within  the 
time  aforesaid  file  such  written  designation  with  the  township 
clerk. 

(173).  That  at  the  time  and  place  designated  as  aforesaid,  the 
commissioners  of  appeal  shall  meet  and  shall  have  and  exercise 
all  the  powers  conferred  uj>on  said  commissioners  of  appeal  in 
and  by  the  act  entitled,  '  An  act  concerning  taxes,'  (Revision) 
approved  April  fourteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-six,  and  the  several  supplements  thereto,  and  shall  ascer- 
tain and  determine  whether  or  not  the  property  mentioned  and 
set  forth  in  the  complaint  or  any  part  thereof,  has  been  assessed 
for  taxes,  and  if  said  commissioners  shall  determine  that  such 
property  or  any  part  thereof  has  not  been  assessed,  and  that 
the  same  ought  to  have  been  assessed  by  the  township  assessor, 
then  said  commissioners  shall  make  a  just  valuation  and  assess- 
ment of  taxes  of  and  upon  such  property,  and  shall  file  the 
same  with  the  township  collector." 

"  An  act  providing  for  the  taxation  of  property  in  cities,  vil- 
lages, boroughs,  townships  or  other  municipal  corporations  in 
this  State  in  cases  where  the  assessor  or  assessors  of  the  same 
have"or  may  omit  or  neglect  to  assess  the  same  for  taxes,  or 
have  or  may  assess  such  property  at  too  low  a  valuation,  and 
the  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation  have  met  and 
adjourned. 

Approved  March  24,  1S90. 

P.  L,  1890,  p.  108,  S.  1,  2,4,  5. 

(1.)  That  where  in  any  city,  village,  borough,  township  or 
other  municipal  corporation  of  this  State,  the  assessor  has  neg- 
lected or  omitted  to  assess  for  taxes  for  the  current  fiscal  year 
of  such  city,  village,  borough,  township  or  other  municipal 
corporation  property  in  such  city,  village,  borough,  township 
or  other  municipal  corporation  which  is  liable  to  taxation, 
or  where  such  assessor  or  assessors  has  or  have,  or  may 
hereafter  assess   such    property    which   is   liable   to   taxation 
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at  too  low  a  valuation,  or  may  neglect  or  omit  to  assess 
the  same,  and  the  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of 
taxation  have  met  and  adjourned  without  having  received 
complaint  of  any  such  neglect,  valuation  or  omission,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  city,  counsel,  board  of  aldermen,  town- 
ship committee  or  other  governing  body  of  such  city,  village, 
borough,  township  or  other  municipal  corporation,  or  the  cor- 
poration attorney  thereof,  to  file  with  the  commissioners  of  ap- 
peal a  complaint  in  writing  set  forth  the  property  so  omitted 
or  neglected  to  be  assessed,  or  which  has  or  may  be  assessed  at 
too  low  a  valuation,  and  the  name  or  names  of  the  owner  or 
owners  of  such  property,  if  known,  and  requesting  such  com- 
missioners to  convene  and  take  such  action  thereon  as  may  be 
authorized  by  this  act  or  any  other  statute  ;  provided,  that  com- 
plaint of  such  neglect,  valuation  or  omission  shall  be  filed  with 
said  commissioners  within  one  year  from  the  time  that  such 
taxes  become  or  should  become  a  lien. 

(2.)  That  within  five  days  after  receiving  such  complaint, 
the  said  commissioners  of  appeal  shall  by  writing  under  their 
hands,  designate  the  time  and  the  place  when  and  where  the 
said  commissioners  will  meet  to  consider  the  matters  embraced 
in  such  complaint,  said  time  to  be  not  mo-e  than  twenty  days 
after  the  time  of  receiving  such  complaint,  and  shall  within 
the  time  aforesaid,  file  such  written  designation  with  the  clerk 
of  the  city,  village,  borough,  township  or  other  municipal  cor- 
poration. 

(4.)  That  at  the  time  and  place  designated  as  aforesaid,  the 
commissioners  of  appeal  shall  meet  and  shall  have  and  exercise 
all  the  powers  conferred  upon  commissioners  of  appeal  in  and 
by  the  act  entitled,  'An  act  concerning  taxes,'  (Revision) 
approved  April  fourteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-six,  and  the  several  supplements  thereto,  and  shall  ascer- 
tain and  determine  whether  or  not  the  property  mentioned  and 
set  forth  in  complaint,  or  any  part  thereof,  has  not  been  assessed, 
or  has  been  assessed  at  too  low  a  valuation,  and  that  the  same 
ought  to  have  been  assessed,  or  differently  assessed,  by  the 
assessor  or  assessors  of  such  city,  village,  borough,  township  or 
other  municipal  corporation,  then  said  commissioners  shall  make 
a  just  valuation  and  assessment  of  taxes  of  and  upon  such  pro- 
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perry,  and  shall  file  the  same  with  the  collector  of  such  city, 
village,  borough,  township  or  other  municipal  corporation. 

(5.)  That  any  taxed  levied,  assessed  or  imposed  as  aforesaid, 
shall  !»e  a  lien  upon  the  property  trpon  which  it  is  so  assessed, 
levied  or  imposed  for  the  period  that  the  taxes  of  such  city, 
village,  borough,  township  or  other  municipal  corporation  are 
made  a  lien  by  the  laws  governing  the  same,  and  such  tax  may 
be  collected  and  the  payment  thereof  enforced  in  the  manner 
provided  by  law  for  the  collection  and  enforcement  of  taxes 
therein." 

Sections  one  hundred  and  seventy.  (170)  one  hundred  and 
seventy-one,  (171)  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-three,  (173)  S. 
Rev.  p.,  1020  and  section  one  (1)  of  the  act  approved  March 
21,  1890,  (P.  L.,  1890,  p.  108),  have  before  been  quoted  in  con- 
nection with  the  duties  of  the  township  committee,  but  it  is 
thought  prudent  to  re  quote  them  here  because  of  the  duties  in 
them  provided  to  be  performed  by  the  commissioners  of  appeal. 
The  only  material  differences  between  the  act  passed  April 
2,  1S85,  (P.  L.  1885,  p.  191)  and  the  act  approved  March  21. 
Ib90,  is  that  the  latter  provides  a  remedy,  not  only  in  case>  of 
omitted  assessments  as  provided  for  by  the  former,  but  also  a 
remedy  when  assessments  have  been  made  at  too  low  a  valuation. 
The  sections  of  the  act  of  1S9()  set  out,  cover  the  duties  of  the 
commissioners  of  appeal  in  this  connection  and  are  made  the 
basis  of  the  following  new  sections  : 

Sec.  210.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  when  in  any  township  of 
c^esCofdom.s-  tms  State  the  assessor  has  neglected  or  omitted  to  assess  for 
or°nifto  asses'^  taxes  for  the  current  fiscal  year  of  such  township  property  in 
menttooiow.    ^^  township  which  is  liable  to  taxation,  or  where  such  assess- 
or or  assessors  has  or  have  or  may  hereafter  assess  such  property 
which  is  liable  to  taxation  at  too  low  a  valuation,  or  may  neg- 
lect or  omit  to  assess  the  same,  and  the  commissioners  of  appeal 
in  cases  of  taxation,  have   met   and  adjourned  without  having 
received  complaint  of  any  such  neglect,  valuation  or   omission, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the    township   committee   of  such  town- 
ship to  file  with  the   commissioners  of  appeal  a  complaint  in 
writing  setting  forth  the  property    so  omitted  or  neglected  to 
be  assessed,  or  which  has  or  may  be  assessed  at  too  low  a  valu- 
ation, and  the  name  or  names  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  such 
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property,  if  known,  and  requesting  such  commissioners  to  con- 
vene and  take  Buch  action  thereon  as  may  be  authorized  by  this 

act ;  provided  that  complaint  of  such  neglect,  valuation  or 
omission  shall  be  filed  with  said  commissioners  within  one  year 
from  the  time  that  such  taxes  become  or  should  become  a  lien. 

Sec.  211.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  within  live  days  after 
receiving  such  complaint,  the  said  commissioners  of  appeal  ibid.  s.  210. 
shall,  by  writing  under  their  hands,  designate  the  time  and 
place  when  and  where  the  said  commissioners  will  meet  to  con- 
sider the  matters  embraced  in  such  complaint;  said  time  to  be 
not  more  than  twenty  days  after  the  time  of  receiving  such 
complaint,  and  shall  within  the  time  aforesaid  file  such  written 
designation  with  the  clerk  of  such  township. 

Sec.  212.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  at  the  time  and  place 
designated  as  aforesaid,  the  commissioners  of  appeal  shall  meet  ibid.  s.  211. 
and  shall  have  and  exercise  all  the  powers  conferred  upon  com- 
missioners of  appeal  in  all  other  cases  of  assessment  for  taxes, 
and  shall  ascertain  and  determine  whether  or  not  the  property 
mentioned  and  set  forth  in  said  complaint,  or  any  part  thereof, 
has  not  been  assessed,  or  has  been  assessed  at  too  low  a  valu- 
ation, and  that  the  same  ought  to  have  been  assessed,  or  differ- 
ently assessed  by  the  assessor  or  assessors  of  such  township,  and 
if  said  commissioners  of  appeal  shall  so  determine,  they  shall 
make  a  just  valuation  and  assessment  of  taxes  of  and  upon  such 
property,  and  shall  file  the  same  with  the  collector  of  such 
township. 

Sec.  213.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  any  tax  levied,  assessed  Taxes  assessed 
or  imposed  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  shall  be  alien  upon  the gof^ Jectionto 
property  upon    which    it   is  so    assessed,  levied  or   imposed, bb  a  hen' 
for  the  same   period,  to    the   same   extent   and   of   the   same 
character  as  if  said   tax  had   been  levied  or  assessed  by   the 
assessor  or  assessors  of  such  township,  and  such  tax  shall  be 
collected  and  the  payment  thereof  enforced  in  the  manner  pro- 
vided for  the  collection  and  enforcement  of  taxes  therein. 
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TO    GIVE    JUDGMENT    AFTEK    EXAMINATION    OF    FACTS,     AND    GIVE 

TRANSCRIPT. 

"An  act  concerning  taxes. 

Approved  April  14,  1846. 
Rev.  p.  1148,  S.  48,  49. 

(48.)  That  the  said  commissioners  after  due  examination  of 
the  facts  and  consideration  of  the  case,  6hall  give  such  judg- 
ment as  shall  be  agreeable  to  the  principles  of  justice  ;  which 
judgment  shall  be  final  and  conclusive,  and  shall  be  rendered 
within  three  days  after  the  hearing  of  the  said  appeal. 

(49.)  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners  to 
give  a  transcript  of  their  judgment  to  the  appellant,  in  case 
such  judgment  shall  pass  in  his  or  her  favor,  which  transcript 
shall  be  a  sufficient  voucher  to  such  appellant ;  and  the  collector 
of  such  township  in  collecting  the  taxes  of  the  same,  and  every 
other  officer  whom  it  may  concern,  is  hereby  directed  to  govern 
himself  accordingly." 

The  last  two  quoted  sections  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  con- 
cerning taxes"  embody  all  the  legislation  relative  to  the 
culmination  of  the  duties  of  commissioners  of  appeal  and  their 
provisions  are  retained  in  substance  and  embodied  in  the  fol- 
lowing two  sections  : 

Sec.  214.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  commissioners  of 
mentandwheu.  appeal  shall,  when  they  have  convened  as  provided  by  this  act, 
and  after  due  examination  of  the  facts  and  consideration  of 
such  matters  of  appeal  as  may  be  regularly  laid  before  them, 
give  such  judgment  as  shall  be  agreeable  to  the  principles  of 
justice,  which  judgment  shall  be  final  and  conclusive,  and  shall 
be  rendered  within  three  days  after  the  hearing  of  such  appeal. 

To  give  tran-     Sec.  215.     And   be   it    enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
ment  to  the  ap- of  the  said  commissioners  to  give  a  transcript   of  their  iudg- 

Pellant.  ,     .     ,  i     -n    i_       •       i 

ment  to  the  appellant  in  case  such  judgment  shall  be  in  lavor 
of  such  appellant,  which  transcript  shall  be  a  sufficient  voucher 
to  such  appellant,  and  the  collectors  of  the  several  townships  of 
this  State  in  collecting  the  taxes  assessed  against  such  appel- 
lant, and  every  other  officer  whom  it  may  concern,  shall  govern 
themselves  accordingly. 
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HOW  COSTS  OF  APPEAL    TO  COMMISSIONEKS    OF  APPEAL  TO    BE  PAID. 

"An  act  concerning  taxes. 

Approved  April  14,  1S46. 
Kev.,  p.  114:8,  S.  52. 

That  all  costs  accruing  on  any  such  appeal  shall  abide  the 
event  thereof,  that  is  to  say,  if  the  appellant  shall  be  discharged 
from  the  payment  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  said  tax, 
then  the  costs  to  be  paid  out  of  the  public  money  in  the  hands 
of  the  collector  of  such  township  by  an  order  signed  by  the 
said  commissioners,  but  if  no  abatement  be  made  in  such  tax, 
then  the  costs  shall  be  paid  by  the  appellant." 

Sec.  216.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  costs  arising  out  of 
any  appeal  to  such  commissioners  shall  abide  the  result  thereof,  appeal  Cto*  be 
and  if  the  appellant  or  appellants  shall  be  discharged  from  thepai  ' 
payment  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  taxes  assessed  against 
him,  her  or  them,  such  costs  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  of 
such  township  upon  an  order  signed  by  the  said  commissioners 
or  a  majority  of  them  ;  but  if  no  abatement  is  made  in  the  tax 
or  assessment  appealed  from,  the  costs  shall  be  paid  by  the 
appellant  or  appellants. 


The  Duties  and  Powers  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

The  duties  of  overseers  of  the  poor,  as  provided  by  present 
legislation,  are  numerous  and  in  many  respects  peculiar,  in  that 
they  reach  into  a  diversity  of  subjects  scarcely  expected  to  be 
found  within  the  scope  of  that  official's  authority.  For  example, 
the  act  entitled : 

"  An  act  concerning  executors,  and  the  administration  of  in- 
testates' estates. 

Approved  March  27,  IS 74. 
Rev.,  p.  397,  S.  9. 

Whenever  any  person  shall  die  intestate  within  this  State 
and  have  no  relations  justly  entitled  to  the  administration  of 
his  or  her  personal  estate,  or  if  so  entitled  shall  not  claim  the 
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same  within  fifty  clays  after  the  death  of  such  person  so  dying 
intestate,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  ordinary  or  surrogate  to 
grant  letters  of  administration  on  such  decedent's  estate  to  any 
fit  person  or  persons  applying  therefor,  taking  his,  her  or  their 
bond  for  the  faithful  execution  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  her 
or  them  ;  and  such  administrator  or  administrators  shall,  at  the 
expiration  of  one  year  after  the  death  of  such  intestate,  put  the 
surplus  of  such  estate,  after  the  payment  of  debts  and  necessary 
expenses,  out  at  interest  and  pay  the  interest  thereof,  annually, 
to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  township  in  which  such 
intestate  shall  so  die,  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the 
township,  and  shall,  whenever  applied  to  for  that  purpose,  pay 
the  principal  of  such  personal  estate,  if  thereto  required,  within 
seven  years  next  after  the  decease  of  such  intestate,  to  his  or 
her  legal  representative  or  representatives  applying  for  the  same, 
by  assigning  to  him,  her  or  them  the  bond  or  other  security 
therefor,  or  by  otherwise  satisfying  them  for  the  same  ;  and  if 
no  person  or  persons  legally  entitled  to  the  personal  estate  of 
such  intestate  shall,  within  the  said  seven  years  next  after  his 
or  her  decease,  make  application  to  such  administrator  or 
administrators  for  the  said  principal,  he,  she  or  they  so  entitled 
shall  forever  thereafter  be  debarred  from  all  right,  title  or 
claim  to  such  decedent's  personal  estate  ;  and  the  said  admin- 
istrator or  administrators  shall,  immediately  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  said  seven  years,  pay  the  whole  of  the  said  principal, 
with  interest  ihat  may  then  be  due  thereon,  to  the  overseers 
of  the  poor  of  the  township  in  which  such  intestate  died,  to 
and  for  the  use  of  the  said  township  ;  provided  always,  that  the 
right  of  foreigners  by  treaty  or  otherwise  shall  not  be  affected 
by  anything  in  this  section  contained." 

This  act,  or  so  much  of  it  as  is  last  quoted,  fixes  a  duty  upon 
overseers  of  the  poor  outside  of  the  general  scope  of  his  duties 
as  the  subject  is  here  intended  to  be  treated.  It  is  purposed  to 
apply  the  same  rule  to  the  following  portion  of  the  act  en- 
titled : 

"  An  act  concerning  marriages,  births  and  deaths. 
Approved  March  27,  1874. 
Rev.,  p.  634,  S.  22,  26. 
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(22.)  The  assessor  of  each  township,  or  some  person  duly 
authorized  by  him,  shall  annually,  before  the  first  day  of  Sep- 
tember, ascertained  from  actual  inquiry  or  otherwise,  all  marri- 
ages, births  and  deaths  which  have  happened  within  such  town- 
ship during  the  year  next  succeeding  the  last  official  report  on 
that  subject  for  said  township,  together  with  the  facts  concern- 
ing said  marriages,  births  and  deaths,  as  are  required  by  this 
act  to  be  contained  in  the  report  of  the  clerks,  and  shall  make 
a  record  thereof  and  file  the  same  forthwith  with  the  clerk  of 
said  township,  and  the  said  assessor  shall,  before  the  time  above 
limited  for  making  said  return,  make  a  personal  demand  on  the 
several  persons  in  his  township,  authorized  to  solemnize  marri- 
ages, and  who  have  neglected  to  make  the  returns  of  marriages 
as  herein  required,  of  the  number  of  such  marriages  by  them 
respectively  solemnized  during  the  previous  year,  together  with 
the  facts  required  to  be  stated  as  aforesaid,  and  any  person  re- 
fusing or  neglecting  to  give  a  full  and  correct  report  thereof, 
as  by  this  act  is  required,  shall  thereby  forfeit  the  sum  of  twenty 
dollars,  one-half  to  the  said  assessor  and  one-half  to  the  over- 
seer of  the  poor  of  the  said  township,  to  be  recovered  by  an 
action  of  debt,  the  said  assessor  shall  annex  to  his  said  record 
an  affidavit  that  he  has  performed  the  duties  required  by  this 
act,  faithfully  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  ability,  and 
upon  receiving  a  certificate  from  the  said  clerk  that  such  return 
has  been  made  to  him  within  the  time  limited,  together  with  a 
statement  of  the  whole  nunioer  of  said  marriages,  births  and 
deaths  so  returned,  the  said  assessor  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
from  the  collector  of  the  township  ten  cents  for  each  marriage, 
birth  and  death  by  him  so  as  aforesaid  returned,  the  receipt  for 
which  shall  be  annexed  to  the  said  certificate,  and  no  payment 
shall  be  made  unless  such  certificate  be  produced. 

(26)  Every  assessor  and  clerk  who  shall  fail  to  comply  with 
the  requirements  of  this  act  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of  twenty- 
five  dollars,  to  be  recovered  by  an  action  of  debt,  in  the  name 
and  for  the  use  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  township  of 
which  said  assessor  or  clerk  are  officers,  in  any  court  of  compe- 
tent jurisdiction  ;  and  the  said  overseers  are  required  to  com- 
mence said  suit  upon  receiving  notice  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
that  such  record  has  not  been  received  in  his  office  within  the 
time  above  limited.'' 
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Sections  twenty-two  (22)  and  twenty-six  (26)  last  quoted, 
enjoin  upon  overseers  of  the  poor  the  performance  of  a  duty 
upon  certain  contingencies,  but  they  are  considered  too  remote 
to  be  classified  among  the  natural  and  reasonable  duties  of  that 
official,  and  that  to  disturb  them  may  lead  to  confusion  ;  hence 
it  is  concluded  not  to  mingle  them  with  his  natural  and  perti- 
nent duties.  The  same  rule  is  applied  to  section  eight  of  the 
act  entitled  :  - 

"  An  act  relating  to  hawkers,  peddlers  and  petty  chapmen. 

Approved  April  10,  1846. 
Rev.,  p.  813,  S.  8. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of 
every  township  in  this  State,  to  sue  for  and  recover  the  penal- 
ties of  any  person  or  persons  who  may  offend  against  any  of 
the  provisions  of  this  act  in  their  respective  townships ;  and 
they  shall  be  entitled  to  one-half  of  any  penalty  or  penalties, 
when  received  to  their  own  use,  the  other  half  to  be  appropri- 
ated to  the  poor  of  the  township." 

It  is  quite  clear  that  the  act  relating  to  hawkers  and  petty 
chapmen,  which  provides  for  the  granting  of  licenses  by  the 
Governor  of  the  State,  or  the  person  administering  the  Govern- 
ment, is  too  antiquated  to  invite  particular  attention,  and  for 
that  reason  the  intervention  of  overseers  of  the  poor  will  be  so 
rarely  called  for,  that  the  duty  in  that  connection  assigned 
to  them  has  been  accorded  only  this  passing  notice. 

The  same  treatment  is  accorded  to  the  following  section  of 
the  act  entitled : 

"  An  act  for  the  punishment  of  crimes. 

Approved  March  27,  1874. 
Kev.,  p.  236,  S.  48. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  presiding  judge  of  every  court  of 
quarter  sessions  or  oyer  and  terminer  within  this  State,especially 
to  charge  the  grand  jury  of  each  term  of  said  court,  to  take  notice 
of  all  offences  committed  in  violation  of  any  of  the  four  fore- 
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going  sections  of  this  act,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  over- 
seers of  the  poor,  and  treasurers  of  charities  and  schools  to 
prosecute  and  recover  the  penalties  in  the  second  of  the  said 
four  foregoing  sections  mentioned." 

Section  three  (3)  of  the  act  entitled  : 

"  An  act  concerning  stray  cattle,  horses  and  sheep. 

Approved  April  10,  1846. 

Rev.,  p.  14,  S.  3,  is  placed  in  the  same  category. 

That  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  at  any  time  hereafter, 
between  the  first  day  of  November  and  the  first  day  of  April 
in  any  year,  have  any  such  stray  neat  cattle,  horses  or  sheep  as 
aforesaid,  upon  his,  her  or  their  improved  lands,  or  in  his,  her 
or  their  possession,  and  do  not  acquaint  the  owner  or  owners 
therewith,  or  give  the  notice  prescribed  by  this  act  within  the 
space  of  twenty  days  after  discovery  or  knowledge  thereof, 
such  person  or  persons  so  offending  shall  not  only  loose  any 
demand  he,  she  or  they  might  otherwise  have  had  for  keeping 
and  feeding  such  estray  or  estrays,  but  shall  also  forfeit  to  the 
owner  or  owners  thereof,  for  every  such  offence,  the  sum  of  six 
dollars  for  each  and  every  such  stray  cattle  or  horse,  and  fifty 
cents  for  every  sheep,  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt  before 
any  one  justice  of  the  peace,  with  costs  of  suit ;  and  if  the  said 
owner  or  owners  shall  not  appeaT  and  prosecute  the  same  within 
twenty  days  after  the  first  day  of  April  aforesaid,  then  the 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  city,  township  or  precinct  where 
the  said  estray  or  estrays  shall  have  been  so  concealed,  upon 
notice  thereof,  are  hereby  required  to  prosecute  the  same  to 
effect,  and  to  apply  the  said  penalty  or  penalties  when  recov- 
ered, to  the  use  of  the  poor." 

This  leaves  the  subject  in  such  condition  that  it  is  treated 
upon  the  basis  of  the  provisions  of  sections  eight  (8),  nine  (9), 
ten  (10),  eleven  (11),  twelve  (12),  thirteen  (13),  fifteen  (15), 
seventeen  (17),  nineteen  (19),  twenty  (20),  twenty-three  (23), 
thirty-one  (31),  thirty-two  (32)  and  thirty-six  (36)  of  the  act 
entitled,  '  An  act  for  the  settlement  and  relief  of  the  poor  " 
(Rev.,  p.  S31,  tfcc) ;  section  forty-seven  (17)  of  the  act  entitled 
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"  An  act  to  authorize  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  townships 
of  this  State  to  vote  by  ballot  at  their  town  meetings  "  (Rev., 
p.  1201) ;  section  forty-two  (42)  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to 
incorporate  the  chosen  freeholders  in  their  respective  counties 
of  the  State  "  (Rev.  p.  133) ;  sections  one  (1)  and  twenty-eight 
of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  maintenance  of  bastard 
children  "  (Rev.,  p.  TO)  ;  section  twenty-two  (22)  of  the  act  en- 
titled u  An  act  concerning  idiots  and  lunatics  "  (Rev.,  p.  606) ; 
sections  twenty  (20)  and  twenty-one  (21)  of  the  act  entitled 
"  An  act  concerning  disorderly  persons  "  (Rev.,  p.  307) ;  sec- 
tion four  (4)  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  define  and  suppress 
tramps  "  (Rev.,  p.  1209) ;  and  section  five  (5)  of  the  act  entitled 
"  Supplement  to  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  for 
the  settlement  and  relief  of  the  poor '  (Revision),  approved 
March  twenty-seventh,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-four "  (S.  Rev.,  p.  800),  resulting  in  the  following  subdi- 
visions and  proposed  substitute,  with  some  changes  in  sec- 
tions : 

1.  To  keep  a  book  of  record  and  what  it  shall  contain. 

2.  To  make  annual  leport  to  the  township  committee  and 
lay  book  of  record  kept  by  him  before  the  committee. 

3.  The  proceedure  in  cases  of  application  for  relief. 

4.  To  cause  the  arrest  and  return  of  a  returning  pauper  to 
the  place  of  his  legal  settlement. 

5.  Overseer  of  the  poor  shall  take  back  returning  pauper 
upon  notice  being  given. 

6.  Shall  give  notice  to  have  lame,  sick  or  deceased  jmuper  to 
be  taken  care  of  and  buried  by  the  authorities  of  the  place  of 
such  paupers  legal  settlement. 

7.  To  take  inventory  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  poor  per- 
sons applying  for  relief. 

8.  May  seize  goods  and  chattels  of  absconding  father  or 
widow  leaving  children  a  public  charge. 

9.  Duty  in  cases  of  iDersons  convicted  as  disorderly. 

10.  May  apply  for  examination  of  any  woman  delivered  of 
or  likely  to  be  delivered  of  a  bastard  child,  and  prosecute  the 
reputed  father. 

11.  May  obtain  warrant  to  seize  the  goods  and  chattels  of  a 
putative  father  or  mother  of  any  bastard  to  secure  proper 
care  of  such  bastard. 
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12.  May  together  with  a  justice  of  the  peace  bind  out  poor 
children  in  certain  cases. 

13.  To  cause  the  return  of  a  poor  person  to  his  or  her  home 
under  certain  conditions. 

14.  Shall  require  bonds  from  the  masters  of  ships  before  the 
landing  of  passengers  from  foreign  ports. 

15.  Annually  furnish  to  the  board  of  chosen  freeholders  a 
list  of  all  poor  lunatics  and  idiots. 

16.  Render  annual  statement  to  the  board  of  chosen  free- 
holders of  all  tines  and  forfeitures,  and  pay  over  the  same. 

IT.  May  grant  temporary  relief  to  persons  in  immediate  need 
or  in  case  of  necessity,  and  report  the  same  to  one  or  more  of 
the  members  of  the  township  committee. 

18.  Shall  under  certain  conditions,  and  when  authorized  by 
a  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  township,  provide  a  suitable 
place  for  the  care  and  relief  of  the  poor. 

19.  Overseers  of  the  poor  of  two  or  more  townships  may, 
when  so  authorized,  jointly  provide  a  place  for  the  care  and 
relief  of  poor  persons. 

20.  May  upon  certain  conditions  contract  for  the  care  of 
poor  persons  by  another  township. 

21.  When  overseers  of  the  poor  shall  execute  a  deed  for  the 
sale  of  poor  houses  to  a  board  of  chosen  freeholders. 


"  AN  ACT  FOK  THE  SETTLEMENT    AND  BELIEF  OF   THE  POOR. 

Approved  March  27,  1874. 

Rev.  p.  834.,  S.  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  15,  17,  19,  20, 
23,  31  and  36. 

(S.)  If  any  person  or  persons  shall  come  out  of  any  of  the 
place  or  places  where  they  are  legally  settled  into  any  town- 
ship within  this  State,  and  shall  happen  to  be  taken  sick  or 
lame,  so  that  they  cannot  conveniently  move  back  to  the  place  of 
their  last  legal  settlement,  then  the  overseers  of  that  place,  into 
which  such  person  or  persons  shall  come  as  aforesaid,  or  one  of 
them,  shall  give  notice  to  the  overseers  of  the  township,  or  one 
of  them,  out  of  which  such  person  or  persons  shall  come  as  afore- 
said, of  the  name,  circumstance  and  condition  of  such  person 


370 

or  persons,  and  request  such  overseers,  or  one  of  them,  to  take 
care  to  relieve  and  maintain  such  sick  or  lame  person  daring 
his  or  her  illness,  and  also  to  provide  for  the  funeral  of  such 
person,  if  he  or  she  should  happen  to  die  ;  and  if  such  overseer 
or  overseers  shall  neglect  or  refuse  so  to  do,  upon  such  notice 
given  as  aforesaid,  that  then  and  in  that  case  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  any  two  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county  or  township 
where  such  person  had  last  gained  a  legal  settlement,  and  they 
are  hereby  authorized  and  required  upon  complaint  made  to 
them,  to  cause  all  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  nec- 
essarily expended  in  the  maintenance  of  such  poor  person  in 
his  or  her  sickness  and  lameness,  or  on  his  or  her  funeral,  by 
warrant  under  their  hands  and  seals,  to  be  directed  to  some 
constable  of  the  said  county  or  township,  to  be  levied  in  the 
usual  manner  by  distress  and  sale  of  goods  and  chattels  of  the 
said  overseer  or  overseers  of  the  poor  so  neglecting  or  refusing 
to  take  care  and  provide  for  any  such  person  as  aforesaid  ;  and 
such  sum  or  sums  of  money  so  recovered  shall  be  paid  to  the 
overseers  of  the  poor,  or  to  one  of  them,  of  such  township 
where  such  person  shall  happen  to  be  sick,  lame,  or  die,  as 
aforesaid ;  and  the  overplus  of  the  money  arising  by  the  sale 
of  such  goods  and  chattels,  after  the  lawful  costs  and  charges 
are  deducted,  if  any  be,  shall  be  paid  to  the  owners. 

(9.)  "When  and  so  often  as  any  poor  person  belonging  to  any 
city,  town  corporate,  township  or  precinct  within  this  State 
shall  apply  for  relief  to  any  overseer  or  overseers  of  such  place 
where  he  or  she  may  reside,  the  said  overseer  or  overseers  shall 
make  application  to  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  any  such  town- 
ship, or  to  a  justice  of  the  county  to  which  any  such  township 
shall  belong,  which  said  justice  and  the  overseer  or  overseers 
shall  inquire  into  the  state  and  circumstances  of  such  person 
so  applying  as  aforesaid  ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  said  justice 
that  such  person  is  in  such  poor  circumstances  as  to  deserve 
relief,  then  the  said  justice  shall  give  an  order,  in  writing,  to 
the  said  overseer  or  overseers,  to  make  such  allowance,  weekly 
or  otherwise,  to  every  such  poor  person  as  they  in  their  discre- 
tion shall  think  his  or  her  necessities  may  or  shall  require  ;  and 
the  said  overseer  or  overseers  shall  make  no  other  or  further 
allowance  to  such  poor  person  than  what  by  the  said  order  shall 
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be  directed,  which  said  order  shall  be  a  sufficient  voncher  for 
the  payment  or  expending  of  so  much  money  by  the  overseer 

or  overseers,  and   shall  be  allowed  in  adjusting  his  or  their 
accounts. 

(10.)  The  overseer  and  overseers  of  the  poor  shall  procure, 
at  the  public  charge,  a  folio  book  well  bound,  wherein  the 
name  and  names  of  all  poor  persons  applying  for  relief,  and 
being  ordered  the  same  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  registered  with  the 
day  and  year  when  they  were  first  admitted  to  have  relief,  the 
weekly  or  other  sum  or  sums  of  money  allowed  by  the  said 
order  for  their  relief,  and  the  occasion  which  brought  them 
under  that  necessity:  and  no  person  or  persons  shall  be  entered 
into  the  poor's  books,  or  receive  relief  from  the  overseer  or 
overseers  of  the  poor,  without  such  order  procured  as  aforesaid  ; 
and  in  case  any  overseer  or  overseers  shall  enter  into  the  poor's 
books,  and  relieve  any  such  poor  person  or  persons  without 
such  order,  he  or  they  shall  forfeit  all  such  moneys  and  goods 
paid  and  distributed  to  such  poor  person  or  persons,  nor  shall 
any  allowance  be  made  unto  him  or  them  for  the  same  in  pass- 
ing his  or  their  account  and  accounts ;  and  the  said  overseer  or 
overseers  are  hereby  ordered  and  required  to  enter  or  cause  to 
be  entered  in  the  said  poor's  books,  all  moneys  received,  laid 
out  and  disbursed  by  him  or  them  for  the  use  of  the  poor,  and 
also  all  matters  and  things  which  shall  be  transacted  by  him  or 
them  relating  to  their  said  office  ;  and  the  said  overseer  and  over- 
seers shall  lay  the  said  poors  books  before  the  inhabitants,  at 
their  annual  town  meeting,  or  any  other  of  their  meetings,  that 
they  may  then  examine  and  look  into  the  state  of  the  poor 
accounts,  and  make  such  further  provisions  for  them  as  they, 
upon  such  inspection,  shall  find  necessary. 

(11.)  "When  any  poor  person  or  persons  shall  apply  for  relief 
from  any  township  within  this  State,  the  overseer  or  overseers 
of  the  same  shall  take  an  inventory  of  every  such  poor  person 
or  person's  goods  and  chattels,  before  he,  she  or  they  shall  be 
admitted  to  relief  ;  and  in  case  of  the  death  of  any  such  poor 
person  so  obtaining  relief  as  aforesaid,  the  said  overseer  or 
overseers  shall  cause  such  goods  and  chattels  to  be  sold  at  pub- 
lic vendue  ;  and  out  of  the  money  arising  therefrom  shall  reim- 
burse the  township  all  such  charges  and  expenses  which  they 
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may  have  been  put  to  in  maintaining  all  and  every  such  poor 
person  or  persons,  or  their  families  ;  and  all  sales  and  bills  of 
sale,  made  or  given  for  any  such  poor  person  or  person's  goods 
and  chattels,  during  the  time  they  shall  become  chargeable  in 
any  such  township,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  null  and  void  and 
of  none  effect. 

(12.)  It  shall  and  maybe  lawful  for  the  overseers  of  the  poor, 
or  any  two  of  them,  with  the  assistance  and  approbation  oi  two 
justices  of  the  peace  of  any  county  or  township  of  this  State, 
and  they  are  hereby  enjoined  and  commanded  to  put  forth  and 
bind  out  any  poor  child  or  children  who  have  no  parents,  or 
whose  parents  shall  apply  to  the  said  overseer  or  overseers  for 
relief,  or  the  child  or  children  of  any  poor  parent  whatsoever, 
who  shall  bring  up  their  said  children  in  sloth,  idleness  and 
ignorance,  and  upon  advice  and  direction  given  by  the  said 
overseer  or  overseers,  shall  for  three  months  after  such  advice 
and  direction,  refuse  or  neglect  to  put  forth  and  bind  out  such 
poor  child  or  children  for  such  a  number  of  years  as  the  said 
justices  and  overseers,  in  their  discretion,  shall  think  proper,  for 
a  male  person  till  they  shall  arrive  at  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
and  for  a  female  till  they  arrive  at  eighteen  years  of  age,  and 
no  longer  :  and  the  said  justices,  in  conjunction  with  said  over- 
seers, or  any  two  of  them,  amongst  the  common  covenants  in 
the  indenture  and  indentures,  made  and  agreed  upon  between 
the  parties,  shall  always  insert  the  following  clause,  that  every 
such  master  and  mistress  to  whom  such  poor  child  or  children 
shall  be  bound  out  as  aforesaid,  shall  cause  every  such  child  and 
children  to  be  taught  and  instructed  to  read  and  write  ;  and  the 
said  justice,  overseers,  or  any  two  of  them,  are  hereby  appointed 
the  guardians  of  all  and  every  such  poor  child  and  children  so 
put  forth  and  bound  out  as  aforesaid,  to  take  care  that  the 
terms  of  the  indenture  or  indentures,  covenant  and  covenants, 
agreed  upon  between  them  and  the  master  or  mistress  of  every 
such  poor  child  be  performed  and  fulfilled,  and  that  he,  she  or 
they  be  not  abused  or  ill  used  ;  which  said  justices,  overseers, 
or  any  two  of  them,  as  aforesaid,  or  the  majority  part  of  them, 
are  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  inquire  into  the  same, 
and  to  redress  any  such  grievance  or  grievances  in  such  method 
as  the  law  hath  prescribed. 
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(13.)  It  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  overseer  or  overseers 
ot  the  poor  of  any  township  within  this  State,  where  any  father 
shall  run  away  or  absent  himself  from  his  wife  and  children, or 
any  widow  shall  run  away  or  absent  herself  from  her  children, 
and  leave  them  a  public  charge,  to  apply  to  two  justices  of  the 
peace,  and  by  warrant  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  the  two 
justices,  to  take  and  seize  the  goods  and  chattels,  and  to  let  ont 
and  receive  the  annual  rents  and  profits  of  the  lands  and  tene- 
ments of  such  father  or  mother  so  absconding  as  aforesaid,  for 
and  towards  the  maintaining,  bringing  up  and  providing  for 
such  wife,  child  or  children  so  left  as  aforesaid  ;  and  so  soon  as 
the  said  seizure  shall  be  allowed  of  and  confirmed  by  the  gen- 
eral quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  said  overseers,  or  any  two  of  them,  from  time  to  time, 
and  as  often  as  the  case  may  require,  to  sell  and  dispose  of  so 
much  and  so  many  of  the  said  goods  and  chattels,  at  public 
vendue,  to  the  highest  bidder,  and  to  apply  the  money  arising 
thereby  towards  the  maintenance  of  such  poor  family  so  left  as 
aforesaid. 

(15.)  It  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  any  township,  with  the  approbation  and  consent  of  the 
major  part  of  the  inhabitants,  householders  of  such  township, 
if  they  shall  think  it  convenient  and  neces-ary,  at  any  public 
town  meeting  for  that  purpose  met  and  assembled,  of  which 
timely  notice  shall  be  given  in"  the  usual  manner,  to  build,  pur- 
chase or  hire  any  house  or  houses  in  such  township,  and  also 
to  purchase  necessary  materials  for  that  purpose,  out  of  the 
money  provided  or  to  be  provided  for  the  relief  of  the  poor, 
and  there  to  keep,  maintain  and  employ  all  and  every  such 
poor  person  and  persons,  and  to  take  the  benefit  of  the  work, 
labor  and  service  of  any  such  poor  person  or  persons  who  shall 
be  kept  and  maintained  in  any  such  house  or  houses, 
for  the  better  maintenance  and  relief  of  such  poor  person  or 
persons  who  shall  be  there  kept  and  maintained ;  and  in  case 
any  poor  person  or  persons,  claiming  relief  of  any  township 
within  this  State,  where  such  house  or  houses  shall  be  so  built, 
purchased  or  hired,  shall  refuse  to  be  lodged,  kept  to  work  and 
maintained  in  such  house  or  houses,  such  poor  person  or  per- 
sons so  refusing,  shall  be  put  out  of  the  book  where  the  names 
of  the  poor  are  ordered  to  be  registered,  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
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and  shall  not  be  entitled  to  ask  or  receive  any  relief  from  the 
overseer  or  overseers  of  any  such  township  ;  and  where  any 
township  may  be  too  small  to  build,  purchase  or  hire  such 
house  or  houses  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
two  or  more  of  them,  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the 
major  part  of  the  inhabitants,  householders  of  each  respective 
place,  at  a  public  town  meeting  for  that  purpose  met  and 
assembled,  of  which  timely  notice  shall  be  given  in  the  usual 
manner,  to  join  together  and  unite  in  building,  purchasing  or 
hiring  such  house  or  houses,  for  the  lodging,  keeping  and 
maintaining  of  the  poor  of  such  places  so  joining  together  and 
uniting,  and  there  to  keep,  maintain  and  employ  the  poor  of 
such  united  places  as  aforesaid,  and  to  take  and  have  the  bene- 
fit of  the  work,  labor  or  service  of  any  poor  there  kept  and 
maintained,  for  the  better  maintenance  and  relief  of  the  poor 
there  kept,  maintained  and  employed  ;  and  in  case  any  poor 
person  or  persons,  claiming  relief  of  any  such  united  places  as 
aforesaid,  shall  refuse  to  be  lodged,  kept  to  work,  or  maintained 
in  the  house  or  houses  built,  purchased  or  hired  for  such  united 
places  as  aforesaid,  such  poor  person  or  persons  so  refusing, 
shall  be  put  out  of  the  book  where  the  names  of  the  poor  are 
ordered  to  be  registered  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  shall  not  be 
entitled  to  ask  or  receive  any  relief  from  the  overseer  or  over- 
seers of  any  such  township,  and  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  any  township,  with  the  consent 
and  approbation  of  the  major  part  of  the  inhabitants,  house- 
holders of  such  place  or  places  wmere  such  house  or  houses 
shall  be  built,  purchased  or  hired  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  at 
a  public  town  meeting  for  that  purpose  met  and  assembled,  of 
which  timely  notice  shall  be  given  in  the  usual  manner,  to  con- 
tract with  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  any  other  place  for  the 
lodging,  maintaining  and  employing  of  any  poor  person  or 
persons,  to  such  other  place  belonging,  as  to  them  shall  seem 
meet ;  and  in  case  any  such  poor  person  or  persons,  belonging 
to  any  other  township  in  this  State,  shall  refuse  to  be  lodged, 
maintained  and  employed  in  such  house  or  houses  so  contracted 
for  as  aforesaid,  such  poor  person  or  persons  so  refusing  shall 
be  put  out  of  the  book  where  the  names  of  the  poor  are  ordered 
to  be  registered  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  shall  not  be  entitled 
to  ask  or  receive  any  relief  from  the  overseer  or  overseers  of 
any  such  township. 
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(17.)  If  any  overseer  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  any  city, 
town  corporate  or  township  within  this  State,  shall  have  reason 
to  believe  that  any  person  or  persons  within  such  township, 
city  or  town  corporate,  who  have  not  obtained  a  legal  settle- 
ment therein,  according  to  the  directions,  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  this  act,  is  chargeable,  or  likely  to  become  chargeable 
thereto,  such  overseer  or  overseers  may  apply  to  any  two 
justices  of  the  peace  of  that  county,  and  inform  them  thereof, 
who  are  hereby  empowered  to  issue  their  warrant  to  a  consta- 
ble, thereby  commanding  him  to  bring  such  person  or  persons 
before  them,  at  such  time  and  place  as  they  shall  in  their  war- 
rant appoint,  and  shall  examine  said  person  or  persons  when 
brought  before  them,  upon  oath  or  affirmation  relating  to  his, 
her  or  their  last  place  or  places  of  legal  settlement,  and  thereby 
finding  the  information  given  to  them  to  be  true,  they  shall 
issue  their  warrant  to  the  overseer  or  overseers  to  them  apply- 
ing, or  to  a  constable,  commanding  him  or  them  to  convey 
such  person  or  persons  to  the  place  of  his,  her  or  their  legal 
settlement,  and  to  deliver  him,  her  or  them  to  the  overseer  of 
the  poor  thereof,  for  which  service  the  constable  shall  be  paid 
by  said  overseer  or  overseers  applying  to  said  justice,  so  much 
money  as  said  justices  shall  determine  that  he  reasonably  de- 
serves ;  and  the  expenses  of  said  examination  and  removal  shall 
be  paid  in  by  the  overseer  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  town- 
ship in  which  application  for  relief  is  made  ;  and  if  such  jus- 
tices shall  find  that  such  person  or  persons  have  no  legal 
settlement  within  this  State,  they  shall  proceed  to  inquire,  in 
manner  aforesaid,  if  he,  she  or  they  shall  have  resided  for 
twelve  months,  continuously,  in  any  city,  town  corporate  or 
township  within  this  State,  and  shall  by  warrant,  to  be  issued 
and  executed  in  manner  above  directed,  remove  such  person  or 
persons  to  such  city,  town  corporate  or  township  where  they 
adjudge  that  such  persons  shall  have  last  resided  for  twelve 
months,  continuously,  to  be  delivered  to  the  overseer  of  the 
poor  thereof,  there  to  be  provided  for  according  to  law. 

(19.)  If  any  person  or  persons  removed  as  aforesaid,  shall 
return  to  the  place  from  whence  he,  she  or  they  were  so  re- 
moved, with  intent  to  remain  there,  and  shall  not  depart  from 
such  place  within  twenty-four  hours  after  notice  to  him,  her  or 
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them  given  to  that  purpose,  by  any  one  overseer  of  the  poor 
of  such  place,  in  that  case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such 
overseer  to  make  complaint  to  some  magistrate  of  the  county 
or  township  where  such  persons  do  return,  who  is  hereby  re- 
quired either  to  send  such  person  away  again,  or  to  commit 
him  or  her  to  close  confinement,  to  be  fed  at  the  expense  of 
the  township  on  bread  and  water  only,  for  such  time  as  the 
said  magistrate  shall  think  proper,  and  then  to  send  him,  her 
or  them  back  again  to  the  place  whither  he,  she  or  they  were 
first  ordered  and  removed  to  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  so  often 
as  the  case  shall  happen  ;  and  if  any  constable  shall  refuse  to 
perform  the  service  herein  directed,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  live  dollars  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  such  place, 
and,  on  refusal  to  pay  the  same,  such  magistrate  shall  issue 
execution  against  him  for  the  penalty  and  costs,  as  in  other 
cases  is  provided  and  directed  ;  provided,  always,  that  if  any 
person  or  j:>ersons  complained  against  as  aforesaid  shall  enter 
into  bond  with  twro  good  and  sufficient  sureties  in  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  with  condition  to  indemnify  and 
save  harmless  the  township  from  all  charges  and  expenses  to 
which  the  same  may  be  liable  by  such  person  or  persons  being 
resident  there,  then  in  such  case,  he,  she  or  they  shall  not  be 
removed  as  hereinbefore  is  directed,  anything  in  this  act  to  the 
contrary  thereof  in  anywise  notwithstanding ;  which  bond 
shall  be  taken  before  a  magistrate,  who  shall  deliver  the  same 
to  one  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  place  so  intended  to 
be  kept  harmless,  and  he  shall  safely  keep  the  said  bond,  and 
deliver  it  to  his  next  successor. 

(20.)  When  any  person  having  a  legal  settlement  in  this 
State  shall  become  chargeable  to  any  township,  city  or  town 
corporate  in  this  State,  and  shall  be  removed  to  his  or  her  place 
of  settlement  by  an  order  of  two  justices,  and  shall  thereafter 
return  to  the  township,  city  or  town  corporate,  from  whence 
so  removed  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  there  again  become  charge- 
able, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  the 
township,  city  or  town  corporate  where  the  legal  settlement  of 
such  pauper  has  been  so  fixed  as  aforesaid,  on  being  notified, 
by  mail,  by  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  township,  city  or 
town  corporate  where  such  pauper  has  again  become  chargeable, 
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to  take  back  such  pauper,  on  the  original  order,  to  the  place  of 
his  or  her  legal  settlement,  fixed  as  aforesaid,  and  to  refund  to 
the  said  township,  city  or  town  corporate,  where  the  said  pauper 
has  become  chargeable  a^  aforesaid,  any  money  that  may  have 
been  expended  in  the  support  of  such  pauper. 

(23.)  If  any  person  be  removed  by  virtue  of  this  act  from 
one  township  to  another  within  this  State,  by  warrant  under 
the  hands  and  seals  of  two  justices  of  the  peace,  as  above,  the 
overseer  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  that  place  to  which  such 
poor  person  shall  be  removed  as  aforesaid,  are  hereby  required 
to  receive  the  said  person  ;  and  if  he  or  they  shall  refuse  so  to 
do,  such  overseer  or  overseers  so  refusing  or  neglecting,  upon 
proof  thereof  by  one  credible  witness,  upon  oath  or  affirma- 
tion before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  or  township 
in  which  the  place  is  situated  whereto  such  person  shall  be  so 
removed,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  offence  the  sum  of 
fifteen  dollars,  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  place  from  which 
the  said  person  was  removed,  to  be  levied  by  distress  and  sale 
in  the  usual  manner  of  such  offender  or  offender's  goods  and 
chattels,  by  warrant  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  said  justice, 
directed  to  the  constable  of  the  place  where  such  offender  or 
offenders  do  dwell. 

(31.)  On  application  for  relief  being  made  to  any  overseer 
or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  any  township,  by  or  for  any  poor 
person  or  persons  within  such  township,  the  said  overseer  or 
overseers  shall  thereupon  convene  two  justices  of  the  peace  of 
the  county  in  which  such  relief  is  required,  who  are  hereby 
required  and  empowered  to  issue  their  warrant  to  a  constable 
commanding  him  to  bring  such  poor  person  or  persons  before 
them,  at  such  time  and  place  as  they  shall  appoint ;  and  the  said 
justices  shall  thereupon  proceed  to  examine  every  such  poor 
person  or  persons,  upon  oath  or  affirmation,  relating  to  his  or 
her  last  place  of  legal  settlement ;  and  the  said  overseer  or 
overseers  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  take  out,  in  the 
name  of  the  said  two  justices,  and  serve  process  of  subpoena, 
wThen  necessary,  to  bring  before  the  said  justices  any  person  or 
persons  to  give  evidence  respecting  such  settlement ;  and  the 
said  justice,  after  examination  of  such  poor  persons  and  wit- 
nesses, if  any  there  be,  shall  adjudge  and  determine  the  legal 
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settlement  of  such  poor  person,  and  if  the  same  be  within  the 
county  where  the  application  for  relief  is  made,  and  they  be- 
lieved that  public  relief  is  necessary,  they  shall  make  out  an 
order  of  removal,  commanding  the  said  overseer  or  overseers 
to  remove  the  said  poor  person  or  persons  to  the  poor  house  of 
the  county  (where  poor  houses  are  erected),  or,  if  there  be 
none,  then  to  the  place  of  his  last  legal  settlement ;  and  also  to 
deliver  the  said  overseer  or  overseers  the  sa;d  order  of  removal 
together  with  a  copy  of  the  evidence  on  which  the  adjudica- 
tion was  founded,  which  order  and  copy  of  evidence  the  said 
overseer  shall  take  and  deliver,  with  the  said  poor  person  or 
persons,  to  the  steward  of  the  said  poor  house,  or  to  the  over- 
seer or  overseers  of  the  township  to  which  he  shall  be  removed, 
as  the  case  may  be ;  and  the  expense  of  said  examination  and 
removal  shall  be  paid  by  the  overseer  or  overseers  of  the  town- 
ship where  the  application  for  relief  is  made  ;  but  provided,  if 
it  shall  appear  on  the  examination  had  as  aforesaid,  that  the 
legal  settlement  of  such  poor  person  or  persons  is  not  iu  the 
said  county  where  the  application  for  relief  is  made,  in  that 
case  the  said  justices  shall  make  out  an  order  of  removal  or 
warrant  to  a  constable,  thereby  commanding  the  removal  of 
such  poor  person  or  persons  to  their  place  of  settlement,  accord- 
ing to  the  seventeenth  section  of  this  act,  and  transmit,  with 
the  said  poor  person  or  persons,  a  copy  of  the  evidence  on  which 
the  adjudication  was  made  ;  and  without  such  copy  of  evidence 
such  removal  shall  not  be  deemed  legal. 

(32.)  In  all  cases  where  any  fines  or  forfeitures  are  created 
by  law,  and  made  payable  to  the  overseer  or  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  a  township,  for  the  use  or  support  of  the  poor,  and  in 
all  cases  of  an  estate  or  estates  that  may  hereafter  escheat  to 
the  use  of  the  poor  of  a  township,  and  made  payable  to  the 
overseer  or  overseers  of  the  poor  in  such  counties  where  the 
poor  are  kept  in  county  poor  houses,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
every  overseer  or  overseers  receiving  any  such  moneys  to  pay 
over  the  same  to  the  trustees  of  such  poor  house,  and  there- 
with render  a  statement  certifying  on  what  account  such 
moneys  have  been  by  him  or  them  received,  a  copy  of  which 
statement  shall  also  be  transmitted  to  one  of  the  trustees  of 
said  poor  house,  which  payment  and  account  aforesaid  shall  be 
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rendered  and  made  yearly,  and  every  year,  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  March- 

(36.)  In  all  cases  wherein  any  ship  or  vessel  shall  arrive 
within  any  port  or  harbor  within  this  State,  having  onboard 
passengers  coining  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  overseer  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the 
township  at  which  the  said  ship  or  vessel  may  arrive,  or  any 
justice  of  the  peace,  to  require  of  the  master  or  commander  of 
such  ship  or  vessel  a  bond,  with  approved  security,  to  the  in- 
habitants of  such  township,  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  two  hund- 
red dollars,  conditioned  for  the  maintenance  and  support  of 
any  passenger  on  board  such  ship  or  vessel  as  aforesaid,  who 
may  be  sick,  infirm,  or  otherwise  incapable,  in  the  opinion  <i 
said  overseer  or  overseers  or  of  such  justice,  of  providing  for 
his  or  her  own  support/' 

"  An  act  to  authorize  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  town- 
ships of  this  State  to  vote  by  ballot  at  their  town  meetings. 

Approved  March  22,  1860. 
P.  L.,  1860,  p.  670. 
Rev.,  p.  1201,  S.  17. 

That  the  reports  of  the  township  committee,  the  overseers 
of  the  poor,  and  town  superintendent  of  public  schools  shall  be 
presented  to  the  township  committee  and  filed  and  preserved 
by  the  town  clerk     *     -     *     ." 

♦ 
"  An  act  to  incorporate  the  chosen  freeholders  in  the  re- 
spective counties  of  the  State 

Approved  April  16,  1861. 
Rev.,  p.  133,  S.  12. 

That  when  the  board  of  chosen  freeholders  of  any  county 
shall  at  their  annual  meeting  refase  to  go  into  the  measure  of 
building  or  purchasing  a  poor  house  according  to  the  provisions 
of  this  act.  in  case  the  said  board  shall  be  requested  so  to  do  by 
the  chosen  freeholders  of  any  township  or  townships  of  said 
county,  the  said  chosen  freeholders  being  authorized  by  a  vote 


380 

of  the  town  meeting  of  the  township  or  townships  from  which 
they  shall  be  chosen,  to  make  such  request,  the  said  refusal  shall 
be  entered  on  the  minutes  of  the  said  board,  whereupon  such 
township  or  townships,  so  by  their  chosen  freeholders  making 
such  request,  may  then  proceed  to  build  or  purchase  a  poor 
house  according  to  the  directions  of  an  act  entitled  •'  An  act  for 
the  settlement  and  relief  of  the  poor,'  and  every  such  township 
or  townships,  after  they  have  built  or  purchased  such  poor 
house,  or  have  commenced  building  the  same,  shall  not  be  lia- 
ble to  pay  or  contribute  in  any  manner  whatsoever  towards 
building  or  purchasing  any  poor  house  that  may  afterwards  be 
directed  to  be  built  or  purchased  by  the  board  of  chosen  free- 
holders of  such  county,  nor  to  the  support  of  the  poor  of  the 
county,  unless  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  majority  of  the 
inhabitants  of  said  township  or  townships,  manifested  by  a 
public  vote  at  an  annual  town  meeting,  nor  unless  the  board  of 
chosen  freeholders  shall  pay  to  such  township  or  townships  the 
full  value  of  all  the  lands,  buildings  and  improvements  which 
may  by  them  have  been  built,  purchased  or  otherwise  provided 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  in  which  case  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  such  township  or  townships, 
under  their  hands  and  seals,  to  make  a  deed  or  deeds  of  con- 
veyance to  the  board  of  chosen  freeholders  for  all  such  lands, 
tenements,  hereditaments  and  real  estate,  so  paid  for  as  afore- 
said ;  and  further,  that  the  provisions  in  this  section  contained 
shall  extend  to  and  include  every  township  that  hath  hereto- 
fore built  or  purchased  a  poor  house,  with  the  lands  on  which 
the  buildings  and  improvements  shall  have  been  erected." 

u  An  act  for  the  maintenance  of  bastard  children. 

Approved  March  27,  1874. 
Rev.,  p.  70,  S.  1  and  28. 

(1.)  That  if  any  woman  shall  be  delivered  of  a  bastard  child, 
which  shall  be  chargable  or  likely  to  become  chargable  to  any 
township,  or  shall  declare  herself  to  be  pregnant  of  a  child 
likely  to  be  born  a  bastard,  and  to  become  chargable  to  any 
township,  any  overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  township  where  such 
woman  may  be,  or  of  the  township  wherein  the  legal  settle- 
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merit  of  such  woman  may  be,  may  apply  to  a  justice  of  the 
peace  of  the  same  county  wherein  such  woman  may  he,  to 
make  inquiry  into  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the  case. 

(28.)  And  whereas,  The  putative  father  and  lewd  mother 
of  bastard  children  often  run  out  of  the  township,  and  some- 
times  out  of  the  county,  and  leave  the  bastard  children  a 
charge  upon  the  township  where  they  are  horn  or  legally 
settled,  although  such  putative  father  or  mother  have  estate 
sufficient  to  support  such  children  and  to  discharge  the  town- 
ship ;  therefore,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  overseer  of 
the  poor  of  such  township  where  any  bastard  child  shall  be 
born  or  settled,  to  apply  to  any  two  justices  of  the  peace  of  the 
county  where  the  estate  real  or  personal,  or  any  part  thereof, 
of  such  putative  father  or  lewd  mother  may  be,  and  by  warrant 
or  warrants,  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  the  said  two  justices, 
who  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  issue  the  same,  to 
seize  and  take  the  goods  and  chattels  and  to  let  out  and  receive 
the  annual  rents  and  profits  of  the  lands  and  tenements  of  such 
putative  father  or  lewd  mother  so  absconding  as  aforesaid,  for 
and  towards  the  sustenance,  bringing  up,  and  education  of  such 
bastard  child,  so  left  as  aforesaid ;  and  as  soon  as  the  sa;d  seiz- 
ure shall  be  allowed  of  and  confirmed  by  the  court  of  quarter 
sessions,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  such  township,  from  time  to  time,  and  as  often  as  the 
case  may  require,  to  sell  and  dispose  of  so  much  of  the  said 
goods  and  chattels,  at  public  vendue,  to  the  highest  bidder, 
and  to  receive  the  said  rents  and  profits,  or  so  much  thereof  as 
shall  be  ordered  by  the  said  sessions,  and  to  apply  the  money 
arising  therefrom  towards  the  sustenance,  bringing  up  and 
education  of  such  bastard  child  so  left  as  aforesaid ;  and  fur- 
ther, that  the  said  overseers  of  the  poor  shall  be  accountable  to 
the  court  of  quarter  sessions  for  all  such  sum  or  sums  of  money 
as  shall  or  may  arise  by  every  such  sale  or  sales,  or  be  by  them 
received  for  the  rents  and  profits  of  such  lands  or  tenements." 

"  An  act  concerning  idiots  and  lunatics. 

Approved  March  27,  ISTi. 

Rev.,  p.  606,  S.  22. 
It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  several 
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townships  in  each  and  every  county  in  this  State,  to  make  out 
and  furnish  to  the  board  of  chosen  freeholders  of  the  county  in 
which  such  townships  are  situate  a  list  of  all  the  poor,  lunatics 
and  idiots  within  the  bounds  of  their  townships,  stating  the 
age  of  such  lunatics  or  idiots,  when  such  lunacy  commenced, 
what  means  (if  any)  they  have  for  support,  with  all  other  facts 
connected  with  each  case,  calculated  to  give  information  of 
their  actual  state  and  condition." 

"  An  act  concerning  disorderly  persons. 

Approved  April  0,  1875. 
Eev.,  p.  307,  S.  20,  21. 

(20.)  Any  innkeeper,  distiller,  grocer  or  other  persons  who 
having  had  notice  of  any  order  of  any  justice  or  justices  made 
pursuant  to  this  act,  shall  sell  or  in  any  manner  furnish  or 
supply  any  intoxicating  liquor  to  any  person  convicted  under 
this  act,  as  a  disorderly  person  or  knowingly  to  any  member  of 
the  family  of  said  convict,  or  to  any  person  for  him,  or  who 
shall  knowingly  and  willingly  allow  any  intoxicating  liquor  sold 
or  furnished  by  him  to  be  drank  in  and  upon  his  premises  by  such 
convict,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  an  offence  and  shall  for  each 
such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  ten  dollars,  to  be  sued 
for  and  recovered  in  an  action  of  debt  with  costs  of  suit,  before 
any  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  in  which  said 
offence  is  committed,  the  said  suit  to  be  brought  by  the  over- 
seer of  the  poor  of  the  township  in  which  the  person  convicted 
shall  at  the  time  of  his  conviction  reside,  and  in  the  corporate 
name  of  said  township  ;  and  the  penalty  so  recovered  shall  go 
to  the  use  of  said  township,  except  when  the  convict  has  a 
family  residing  iu  said  township,  then  in  that  case  one-half  of 
said  penalty  shall  go  to  the  township  and  the  other  half  to  the 
family  of  said  convict. 

(21.)  The  overseer  of  the  poor  when  applied  to  for  such  pur- 
pose by  one  or  more  credible  person  or  persons,  giving  infor- 
mation sufficient  to  warrant  the  commencement  of  a  prosecu- 
tion under  this  act,  shall  forthwith  commence  such  actions,  and 
that  said  overseer  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  as  his  compensa- 
tion for  each  action  brought  under  this  act  and  successfully 
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prosecuted  to  a  judgment,  four  dollars,  and  for  each  copy  made 
by  him  of  the  order  of  said  'justice  or  justices,  five  cents,  and 
for  serving  and  posting  the  copies  of  said  order  a  reasonable 
compensation,  all  to  be  allowed  and  paid  by  the  township  com- 
mittee of  said  township,  from  funds  of  the  township  net  other- 
wise appropriated,  and  that  the  said  justice  or  justices  for 
making  the  order  to  the  overseer  of  the  poor  shall  be  allowed 
fifty  cents,  to  be  paid  by  the  township  committee  from  funds 
of  the  township  not  otherwise  appropriated ;  and  in  all  cases 
under  this  act,  where  upon  conviction,  the  magistrate  may  in 
his  discretion  commit  the  offender  to  the  common  jail,  he  shall 
have  the  right  of  trial  by  jury." 

"  An  act  to  define  and  suppress  tramps. 
Approved  April  10,  1876. 
Kev.,  p.  1209,  S.  4. 

That  if  any  person  not  being  in  the  place  in  which  he  usually 
lives,  or  has  his  home,  shall  apply  to  any  director,  overseer, 
guardian  or  commissioner  of  the  poor  of  any  county,  city  or 
borough,  township  or  district,  stating  that  he  is  desirous  to  re- 
turn to  his  home,  but  is  poor  and  had  not  the  means  to  do  so, 
the  said  director,  overseer,  guardian  or  commissioner  of  the 
poor,  may  employ  or  let  out  such  poor  person  to  labor  at  some 
suitable  place,  to  be  by  them  selected,  and  at  such  wages  as 
shall  seem  to  them  just ;  and  when  in  the  opinion  of  said 
director,  overseer,  guardian  or  commissioner  of  the  poor,  such 
poor  person  shall  have  earned  a  sufficient  sum,  said  director, 
overseer,  guardian  or  commissioner  of  the  poor  shall  with  the 
money  so  earned,  and  with  such  additions  thereto  from  the 
treasury  of  the  county,  city,  borough,  township  or  district  as 
they  may  think  reasonable ;  provided,  that  the  expense  shall 
not  exceed  twenty  dollars." 

"  Supplement  to  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  for 
the  settlement  and  relief  of  the  poor '  (Revision),  approved 
March  twenty-seventh,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
four. 

Approved  March  10,  1S80. 

P.  L.,  1880,  p.  Utf. 

S.  Rev.,  p.  800,  S.  5. 
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That  section  thirty-one  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supple- 
ment, which  reads  as  follows  (Yide  I\  L.,  1878,  p.  351),  be  so 
amended  as  to  read  as  follows  : 

That  upon  application  for  relief  being  made  to  any  overseer 
of  the  poor  of  any  township,  by  or  for  any  poor  person  or  per- 
sons within  such  township,  the  said  overseer  or  overseers  shall 
thereupon  go  before  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the 
county  in  which  such  relief  is  required,  who  is  hereby  required 
and  empowered  to  issue  his  warrant  to  a  constable,  command- 
ing him  to  bring  such  poor  person  or  persons  before  him,  at 
such  time  and  place  as  he  shall  appoint,  and  the  said  justice 
shall  thereupon  proceed  to  examine  such  poor  person  or  per- 
sons, npon  oath  or  affirmations,  relating  to  his,  her  or  their  last 
place  of  legal  settlement ;  and  the  said  overseer  or  overseers 
are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  take  out  in  the  name  of 
said  justice  and  serve  process  of  subpcena,  when  necessary  to 
bring  before  the  said  justice  any  person  or  persons  to  give  evi- 
dence respecting  such  settlement ;  and  the  said  justice,  after 
examination  of  such  poor  person  or  persons  and  witnesses,  if 
any  there  be,  shall  adjudge  and  determine  the  legal  settlement 
of  such  poor  person  ;  and  if  the  same  be  within  the  county 
where  the  application  for  relief  is  made,  and  he  believes  that 
public  relief  is  necessary,  he  shall  make  out  an  order  of  removal, 
commanding  the  said  overseer  or  overseers  to  remove  the  said 
poor  person  or  persons  to  the  poor  house  of  the  county  (where 
poor  houses  are  erected)  or,  if  there  be  none,  then  to  the  place 
of  his  or  her  last  settlement,  and  also  to  deliver  to  the  said 
overseer  or  overseers  the  said  order  of  removal,  together  with 
a  copy  of  the  evidence  on  which  the  adjudication  was 
founded,  which  order  and  copy  of  evidence  the  said  over- 
seer or  overseers  shall  take  and  deliver,  with  the  said  poor 
person  or  persons,  to  the  steward  of  the  said  poor  house,  or  to 
the  overseer  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  township  to  which 
he  or  she  shall  be  removed,  as  the  case  may  be ;  and  the  ex- 
pense of  such  examination  and  removal  shall  be  paid  by  the 
overseer  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  township  where  the 
application  for  relief  is  made ;  but  provided,  if  it  shall  appear, 
on  the  examination  had  as  aforesaid,  that  the  legal  settlement 
of  such  poor  person  or  persons  is  not  in  the  said  county  where 
the  application  for  relief  is  made,  in  that  case  the  said  justice 
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shall  make  out  an  order  of  removal  or  warrant  to  a  constable 
thereby  commanding  the  removal  of  such  poor  person  or  per- 
sons to  his,  her  or  their  place  of  settlement,  according  to  the 
seventeenth  section  of  this  act,  and  transmit  with  the  said  poor 
person  or  persons,  a  copy  of  the  evidence  on  which  the  adjudi- 
cation was  made,  and  without  such  copy  of  evideuce,  such  re- 
moval shall  not  be  deemed  legal." 

From  the  foregoing  data  it  will  be  gathered  that  the  duties 
of  overseers  of  the  poor  are  important  not  only  in  relation  to 
persons  in  need  of  relief,  but  also  to  the  taxpayers  of  a  town- 
ship. The  following  sections  of  the  proposed  new  act  make 
no  material  change  in  the  law  as  it  now  stands,  except  dispens- 
ing with  the  services  of  two  justices  of  the  peace  in  certain 
matters  relating  to  the  duties  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  and 
leaving  all  hearings  and  orders  to  be  had  and  made  by  one 
single  justice  of  the  peace,  from  whose  orders  an  appeal  may 
be  taken  to  the  court  of  general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace. 

The  proposed  new  sections  are  placed  in  the  order  suggested 
by  the  preceding  synopsis  of  the  duties  aud  powers  of  an  over- 
seer of  the  poor. 

Matters  relating  to  what  constitutes  a  legal  settlement,  and 
the  law  governing  appeals  from  the  justices'  orders  of  removal, 
will  be  consolidated  under  the  title  of  "  Poor  in  townships,"  to 
be  hereafter  considered. 

The  Act  of  1890,  P.  L.,  1S90,  p.  283,  is  made  to  apply  to  all 
counties  with  provisos  limiting  and  controlling  overseers  of  the 
poor  in  the  exercise  of  the  extended  powers  given  by  that  act. 

The  following  new  sections  are  presented  : 

Sec.  217.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  overseer  of  the  poor  0verseer  of 
of  each  township  in  this  State  shall  procure,  at  public  charge,  P£°£  otrecora, 
a  folio  book,  well  bound,  wherein  he  shall  keep  a  record  and  ^what  to  re' 
registry  of  the  following  items  : 

The  name  and  names  of  all  poor  persons  applying  for  relief. 

By  whom  the  order  of  relief  is  made. 

The  day  and  year  when  such  person  or  persons  were  first 
admitted  to  relief. 

The  weekly  or  other  sum  or  sums  of  money  allowed  by  the 
said  order  for  the  relief  of  such  person  or  persons. 
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The  occasion  which  brought  such  person  or  persons  under  the 
necessity  for  applying  for  relief. 

The  sum  or  sums  of  money  received  by  said  overseers  for 
disbursement. 

The  sum  or  sums  of  money  laid  out  and  disbursed  by  the 
said  overseers  for  the  use  of  the  poor. 

And  also  all  the  matters  and  things  which  shall  be  transacted 
by  him  relating  to  his  said  office. 

And  no  person  or  persons  shall  be  entered  in  the  poor's  book, 
or  receive  relief  from  the  said  overseer  or  overseers  of  the  poor 
without  an  order  procured  as  directed  by  this  act,  except  in 
cases  where  temporary  relief  to  poor  persons  in  immediate 
need  has  been  granted  as  directed  by  this  act. 

Make  annual      Sec.   21 S.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  said  overseers  of  the 

report  to  town-  ,■,■,■%■,  n  t  i  . 

ship  committee  p0or  shall  make  and  present  annually  to  the  township  com- 
mittee at  least  ten  days  prior  to  the  publication  of  the  annual 
township  report  by  the  township  clerk,  an  annual  or  yearly  re- 
port, to  be  stated  as  follows  : 

The  amount  of  money  received. 

The  amount  of  money  disbursed. 

The  name  or  names  of  persons  to  whom  relief  has  been 
granted. 

By  whom  the  relief  was  ordered  and  the  date  of  such  order. 

The  amount  directed  by  said  order  to  be  paid. 

The  time  or  times  when  such  order  directs  such  person  or 
persons  to  have  such  relief. 

The  occasion  or  cause  which  brought  such  persons  under  the 
necessity  for  making  application  for  relief. 

And  the  said  overseers  aforesaid  shall  lay  the  poor  book 
kept  by  him  as  directed  by  this  act,  before  the  township  com- 
mittee at  the  time  of  presenting  their  annual  reports  to  said 
committee,  so  that  the  said  committee  may  then  examine  and 
look  into  the  state  of  the  poor  accounts,  to  ascertain  their  cor- 
rectness, and  make  such  further  recommendation  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor  in  their  annual  published  statement  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  township,  as  they  the  said  committee,  upon  such 
inspection,  shall  find  necessary. 
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Sec.  219.     And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  procedure  for  jjrant-    Mode  of  pro- 

1  °    t     cedure  m  grant- 

ing; relief  to  anv  poor  person  or  persons  in  the  several  townships  in«    r,li,f    '" 

°  j    i  r  i  i     poor  persons. 

in  this  State,  shall  be  as  follows  : 

The  poor  person  or  persona  asking  relief  shall  notify  the 
overseer  of  the'poor  of  the  township  in  which  they  reside  that 
they  desire  such  relief. 

The  overseer  of  the  poor  shall  forthwith  apply  to  a  justice 
of  the  peace  of  the  township  for  a  warrant  to  be  issued  to  a 
constable  commanding  him  to  bring  such  poor  person  or  per- 
sons before  the  said  justice  of  the  peace  at  such. time  and  place 
as  the  said  justice  of  the  peace  shall  appoint ;  if  there  is  no 
justice  of  the  peace  in  the  township,  then  application  shall  be 
made  to  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  an  adjoining  town-hip. 

The  constable  to  whom  such  warrant  is  directed  shall  have 
the  person  or  persons  named  in  the  said  warrant  present  at  the 
time  and  place  mentioned  in  the  said  warrant. 

The  justice  of  the  peace  applied  to  by  the  overseer  of  the 
poor  as  aforesaid,  shall  issue  the  warrant  as  aforesaid,  and  at 
the  time  and  place  appointed  for  the  appearance  of  such  poor 
person  or  persons,  shall  proceed  to  examine  such  person  or 
persons,  upon  oath  or  affirmation,  relating  to  his,  her  or  their 
last  place  of  legal  settlement ;  and  the  said  justice  of  the  peace 
shall  have  power  to  issue  and  serve  writs  of  subpoena  to  and 
upon  any  person  or  persons,  when  necessary,  requiring  their 
appearance  before  him  to  give  evidence  respecting  such  settle- 
ment ;  and  after  examination  of  such  poor  person  or  persons 
and  witnesses,  if  any  there  be,  the  said  justice  of  the  peace 
shall  adjudge  and  determine  the  legal  settlement  of  such  poor 
person  or  persons. 

The  said  justice  of  the  peace  shall  then  determine  if  public 
relief  is  necessary. 

If  the  said  justice  of  the  peace  determines  and  adjudges  the 
legal  settlement  of  such  poor  person  or  persons  is  within  the 
countv  where  the  application  is  made,  and  that  he  believes  pub- 
lic relief  is  necessary,  he  shall  make  out  an  order  of  removal, 
commanding  the  said  overseer  to  remove  the  said  poor  person 
or  persons  to  the  poor  house  of  the  county  (where  poor  houses 
are  erected),  or  if  there  is  none,  then  to  the  place  of  his  or  her 
last  legal  settlement. 
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The  said  justice  of  the  peace  shall  deliver  said  order  of  re- 
moval, together  with  a  copy  of  the  evidence  on  which  the 
adjudication  was  founded,  to  the  overseer  of  the  poor  institut- 
ing the  proceedings  before  him. 

The  said  overseer  of  the  poor  shall  take  and  deliver  such 
poor  person  or  persons,  together  with  the  said  order  and  copy 
of  the  evidence,  to  the  steward  or  manager  of  the  county  poor 
house  or  to  the  overseer  of  the  township  to  which  the  said  poor 
person  or  persons  are  ordered  to  be  removed,  as  the  case  may 
be. 

If  the  legal  settlement  of  such  poor  person  or  persons  is  de- 
termined by  the  said  justice  of  the  peace  to  be  within  the 
township  where  the  application  for  relief  is  made,  and  there  is 
no  county  poor  house  to  which  such  poor  person  or  persons 
may  be  removed,  then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  justice  of  the 
peace  and  the  overseer  of  the  poor  to  inquire  into  the  state  and 
circumstances  of  such  poor  person  or  persons  so  applying  ;  and 
if  it  shall  appear  to  such  justice  of  the  peace  that  such  person 
or  persons  are  in  such  poor  circumstances  as  to  deserve  relief, 
then  the  said  justice  shall  give  an  order,  in  writing,  to  the  said 
overseer  of  the  poor  to  make  such  allowance,  weekly  or  other- 
wise, to  every  such  poor  person  or  persons  as  he  shall  think  in 
his  discretion  his,  her  or  their  necessities  may  require  ;  if  such 
township  have  a  poor  house,  said  justice  may,  in  his  discretion, 
order  such  poor  person  or  persons  removed  to  it. 

The  overseer  of  the  poor  shall  make  no  other  or  further  allow- 
ance to  such  poor  person  or  persons  than  what  by  the  said  order 
shall  be  directed. 

The  justice  of  the  peace  shall,  in  no  case,  make  an  order  for 
the  relief  of  any  poor  person  or  persons  without  an  application 
for  such  relief  being  first  made  by  an  overseer  of  the  poor. 

If  the  legal  settlement  of  any  poor  person  or  persons  is  de- 
termined to  be  within  this  State,  but  without  the  county  where 
the  application  for  relief  is  made,  and  public  relief  is  necessary, 
the  said  justice  of  the  peace  shall  issue  and  deliver  his  warrant, 
directed  to  any  constable  of  the  county,  directing  him  to  take 
said  person  to  his  or  her  last  place  of  legal  settlement,  and  deliver 
said  poor  person  to  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  township,  city 
or  borough  or  other  municipality  where  the  legal  settlement 
has  been  so  determined  to  be ;  the  justice  shall  also  deliver  to 
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the  said  constable  a  copy  of  the  evidence  and  his  determination 
to  be  served  with  said  warrant  of  removal. 

If  upon  the  examination  as  aforesaid  of  any  poor  person,  the 
justice  of  the  peace  shall  tind  that  such  person  lias  no  legal 
settlement  in  this  State,  the  justice  shall  then  proceed  to  in- 
quire, if  he  or  she  has  resided  for  six  months,  continuously,  in 
any  city,  borough,  incorporated  town,  incorporated  village  or 
township,  and  if  so,  then  said  justice  of  the  peace  shall  issue 
and  deliver  his  warrant  to  any  constable  of  the  county,  direct- 
ing said  constable  to  remove  such  poor  person  or  persons  to 
such  city,  town,  village,  borough  or  township  where  they  ad- 
judge that  such  person  or  persons  shall  have  last  resided  for 
six  months  continuously,  to  be  delivered  to  the  overseer  of  the 
poor  at  that  place  ;  the  said  justice  shall  also  deliver  with  his 
warrant,  a  copy  of  the  evidence  and  his  adjudication  showing 
such  poor  person  has  no  legal  settlement  in  this  State,  and 
where  such  poor  person  last  resided,  continuously,  for  six 
months. 

If  any  person  be  removed  by  virtue  of  this  section,  from  one 
township  to  another  within  this  State,  by  warrant  under  the 
hand  and  seal  of  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  this  State  on  order 
of  removal,  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  that  place  to  which 
such  poor  person  shall  be  removed  as  aforesaid,  is  hereby  re- 
quired to  receive  the  said  poor  person,  and  provide  for  such 
poor  person  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  this  act  for  the  public 
relief  of  poor  persons. 

And  justices  of  the  peace  are  empowered  and  required  to 
issue  their  warrants  for  the  appearance  and  removal  of  any  poor 
person  according  to  the  terms  of  this  section  ;  and  all  consta- 
bles and  overseers  of  the  poor  are  authorized  and  required  to 
execute  all  such  warrants  and  orders  of  removal  when  delivered 
to  them  for  execution,  and  as  part  of  the  proper  execution  of 
the  said  writs  of  removal,  they  shall  serve  a  copy  of  the  evi- 
dence and  the  finding  of  the  justice  of  the  peace  who  deter- 
mined the  last  place  of  legal  settlement  of  such  poor  person, 
upon  the  overseer  of  the  poor  or  other  authority  to  whom  such 
poor  person  is  ordered  to  be  delivered. 

If  any  overseer  of  the  poor  has  reason  to  believe  any  poor 
person  is  likely  to  become  a  public  charge,  he  may  of  his  own 
motion,  apply  to  a  justice  of  the  peace  to  have  the  legal  settle- 


390 

merit  of  such  person  determined  and  have  his  removal  effected, 
if  his  or  her  legal  settlement  is  elsewhere. 

The  expense  of  such  examinations  and  removals  shall  be  paid 
by  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  township  where  the  applica- 
tion for  relief  is  made ;  provided,  however,  that  in  counties 
having  county  poor  houses  the  board  of  chosen  freeholders  of 
such  county  shall  pay  all  expenses  of  removal  of  poor  persons  to 
said  county  poor  houses. 

All  and  every  such  person,  who  shall  think  him  or  them- 
selves aggrieved  by  any  such  warrant  of  removal  granted  by 
any  justice  of  the  peace,  or  by  such  removal  of  any  poor  person 
as  aforesaid,  may  appeal  to  the  next  court  of  quarter  sessions 
of  the  peace  of  the  county  where  such  poor  person  shall  be  re- 
moved from,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  prescribed. 

overseer  of  the  Sec.  220.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  person  or  persons 
the 'arres^Tnd  removed  as  aforesaid,  shall  return  to  the  place  from  whence  he, 
pere™  n°d  mag- she  or  they  were  so  removed,  with  intent  to  remain  there,  and 
pauper  com- shall  not  depart  such  place  within  twenty-four  hours  after 
notice  to  him,  her  or  them  given  to  that  purpose  by  the  over- 
seer of  the  poor  of  such  place,  in  that  case  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  such  overseer  to  make  complaint  to  some  magistrate 
of  the  county  or  township  to  which  such  person  returns,  who  is 
hereby  required  either  to  send  such  person  away  again,  or  to 
commit  him  or  her  to  close  confinement,  to  be  fed  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  county  on  bread  and  water  only,  for  such  time  as 
the  said  magistrate  shall  think  proper,  and  then  to  send  him, 
her  or  them  back  again  to  the  place  whither  he,  she  or  they 
were  first  ordered  and  removed  to  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  and 
so  often  as  the  case  shall  happen  ;  provided,  always,  that  if  any 
person  or  persons  complained  against  as  aforesaid,  shall  enter 
into  bonds  with  two  good  and  sufficient  sureties  in  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  with  condition  to  indemnify  and  save 
harmless  the  township  from  all  charges  and  expenses  to  which 
the  same  may  be  liable  by  such  person  or  persons  being  resident 
there,  then  in  such  case,  he,  she  or  they  shall  not  be  removed 
as  hereinbefore  directed,  anything  in  this  act  to  the  contrary 
thereof  in  anywise  notwithstanding  ;  which  bond  shall  be  taken 
before  a  magistrate,  who  shall  deliver  the  same  to  the  overseer 
of  the  poor  so  intended  to  be  kept  harmless,  and  he  shall  safely 
keep  the  said  bond,  and  deliver  it  to  his  successor. 
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Sec.  221.     And  lie  it  enacted,  That  when  any  person  havmg  0^^uoUk* 
a  legal  settlement  in  this  State  shall  become  chargeable  to  aIl.v  l^ordera're- 
township,  and  shall   be  removed  to  his  or  her  place  of  settle-  turning  pauper, 
ment  by  an  order  of  a  justice  of  the   peace,  as  prescribed  by 
this    act,    and   shall    thereafter   return    to   the  township  from 
whence  so  removed  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  there  again  become 
chargeable,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of 
the  township,  where  the  legal  settlement  of  such  pauper  has 
been  so  fixed  as  aforesaid,   on  being  notified  by  mail,  by  the 
overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  township  where  such  pauper  has 
again  become  chargeable,  to  take    back  such  pauper,  on  the 
original  order,  to  the  place  of  his  or  her  legal  settlement,  fixed 
as  aforesaid,  and  to  refund  to  the  said  township  where  the  said 
pauper  has  become  chargeable  as  aforesaid,  any  money  that 
may  have  been  expended,  in  the  support  of  such  pauper. 

Sec.  222.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  anything  in  the  two 
hundred  and  nineteenth  section  of  this  act,  repugnant  to  or 
conflicting  with  the  two  hundred  and  twentieth  section  thereof, 
shall  be  held  to  be  of  none  effect. 

Sec.  223.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall  come  overseer  of  the 
out  of  any  place  where  he  or  she  shall  be  legallv  settled  intotice  to  another 

v  overseer  ot  the 

anv  township  within  this  State,  and  shall  happen  to  be  taken  poor  ia  certain 

.  *  .    ■*■  ■*  cases   to   have 

sick  or  lame,   so  that  thev  cannot  convementlv  move  back  toiame,  sick  or 

"  deceased   pau- 

the  place  of  their  last  legal  settlement,  then  the  overseer  of  per  cared  for 
that  place  into  which  such  person  shall  come  as  aforesaid  shall  deceased, 
give  notice  to  the  overseer  of  the  township  out  of  which  such 
person  shall  come  as  aforesaid  of  the  name,  circumstance  and 
condition  of  such  person,  and  request  such  overseer  to  take 
care  of,  and  relieve  and  maintain  such  sick  or  lame  person  during 
his  or  her  illness,  and  also  to  provide  for  the  luneral  of  such 
person  if  he  or  she  should  happen  to  die ;  and  if  such  overseer 
shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  do  so,  upon  such  notice  given  as  afore- 
said, that  then  and  in  that  case  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  justice 
of  the  ])eace  of  the  county  or  township  where  such  person  has 
last  sained  a  legal  settlement,  and  he  is  herebv  authorized  and 
required,  upon  complaint  made  to  him,  to  cause  all  such  sum 
and  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  necessarily  expended  in  the  main- 
tenance of  such  poor  person  in  his  or  her  sickness  or  lameness, 
or  for  his  or  her  funeral,  by  warrant  under  his  hand  and  seal, 
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to  be  directed  to  some  constable  of  the  said  county  or  township, 
to  be  levied  in  the  usual  manner  by  distress  and  sale  of  the 
goods  and  chattels  of  the  said  overseer  of  the  poor  so  neglecting 
or  refusing  to  take  care  of  and  provide  for  any  such  person  as 
aforesaid ;  and  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  so  recovered  shall 
be  paid  to  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  such  township  where 
such  person  shall  happen  to  be  sick,  lame  or  die  as  aforesaid ; 
and  the  overplus  of  the  money  arising  by  the  sale  of  such 
goods  and  chattels,  after  the  lawful  costs  and  charges  are 
deducted,  if  any  there  be,  shall  be  paid  to  the  owner. 

Sec.  224.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  when  any  poor  person 

To  inventory  or  persons  shall  apply  for  relief  from  any  township  within  this 

and  chattels  of  State,  the  overseer  of  the  same  shall  take  an  inventory  of  every 

poor  person  ap-  ,  ...  ii.-i-ih-i-i 

plying  for  re-  sucli  j>oor  person  or  persons  goods  and  chattels  before  he,  she 
or  they  shall  be  admitted  to  relief ;  and  in  case  of  the  death  of 
any  such  poor  person  so  obtaining  relief  as  aforesaid,  the  said 
overseer  shall  cause  such  goods  and  chattels  to  be  sold  at  public 
vendue,  and  out  of  the  money  arising  therefrom  shall  reimburse 
the  township  all  such  charges  and  expenses  which  they  may 
have  been  put  to  in  maintaining  all  and  every  such  poor  person 
or  persons  or  their  families  ;  and  all  sales  and  bills  of  sale  made 
or  given  for  any  such  poor  person  or  persons'  goods  and  I 
chattels  during  the  time  they  shall  be  chargeable  to  any 
such  township  are  hereby  declared  to  be  null  and  void  and  of 
no  effect. 

overseer  of     ^ec.  ^25.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 

Koodsmcanatstefsi  ^or  ^ie  overseer  of  any  township  within   this  State  where  any 

ing'Gf athernor  father  shall  run  away  or  absent   himself  from  his  wife  and 

chiidren^puT children,  or  any  widow  shall  run  a  iay  or  absent  herself  from 

ic  charge.        jier   gjjji^pejj    anc[   ]eave    them   a  public  charge,  to  apply  to  a 

justice  of  the  peace,   and   by   warrant  under  the  hand  and  seal 

of  the  said  justice  to  take  and  seize  the  goods  and  chattels,  and 

to  let  out  and  receive  the  annual  rents  and  profits  of  the  lands 

and  tenements  of  such  father  or  mother  so  absconding  as  afore- 

said  for  and  towards  the  maintaining,  bringing  up  and  providing 

for  such  wife,  child  or  children  so  left  as  aforesaid  ;  and  so  soon 

as  the   said   seizure  shall  be  allowed   and    confirmed  by  the 

general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 

for  the  said  overseer,  from  time  to  time  and  as  often  as  the  case 
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may  require,  to  sell  and  dispose  of  so  much  of  the  said  goods  and 
chattels  as  may  be  necessary,  at  public  vendue,  to  the  highest 
bidder,  and  to  apply  the  money  arising  therefrom  towards  the 
maintenance  of  such  poor  family  so  left  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  22G.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  any  innkeeper,  distiller, 
grocer  or  other  person  who  having  had  notice  of  an  order  of  Penalty  against 

,.  ,.  t  iiji  ••  r  ,r  •       certain  persons 

any  justice  or  justices  made  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  "An  for  furnisning 
act  concerning  disorderly  persons,"  approved  April  9,  1875,  and  liquor  to  per- 
the  supplements  thereto,  shall  in  any  manner  furnish  or  supply  as  disorderly, 
any  intoxicating  liquor  to  any  person  convicted  under  said  act 
or  supplements  as  a  disorderly  person,  or  knowingly  to  any 
member  of  the  family  of  the  person  so  convicted,  or  to  any 
person  for  him  or  her,  or  who  shall  knowingly  or  willingly 
allow  any  intoxicating  liquor  sold  or  furnished  by  him  to  be 
drank  in  and  upon  his  premises  by  such  convict,  shall  be  guilty 
of  an  offence,  and  shall  for  each  such  offence  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  twenty  dollars,  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  in  an 
action  on  contract,  with  costs  of  suit,  before  any  justice  of  the 
peoce  in  and  for  the  county  in  which  said  offence  is  committed  ; 
the  said  suit  to  be  brought  by  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  the 
township  in  which  the  person  convicted  shall  at  the  time  of  his 
conviction  reside  and  iu  the  corporate  name  of  said  township ; 
and  the  penalty  so  recovered  shall  go  to  the  use  of  said  town- 
ship, except  when  the  convict  has  a  family  residing  in  said 
township,  then  in  that  case  one-half  of  said  penalty  shall  go 
to  the  township  and  the  other  half  to  the  family  of  said 
convict. 

Sec.  227.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  overseer  of  the  poor^  ... 

'  r  Overseer  of  the 

when  applied  to  for  such  purpose  by  one   or  more  credible P£°er  y^™!®: 
person  or  persons  giving  information  sufficient  to  warrant  thealty- 
commencement  of  a  prosecution  under  the  provisions  of  the 
last  foregoing  section,  shall  forthwith  commence  such  actions 
and  prosecute  the  same  to  effect. 

Sec.  22S.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  woman  shall  be 
delivered  of  a  bastard  child  which  shall  be  chargeable  or  likely 
to  become  chargeable  to  any  township,  or  shall  declare  herself 
to  be  pregnant  of  any  child  liable  to  be  born  a  bastard  and  to 
become  chargeable  to  any  township,  any  overseer  of  the  poor 
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of  the  township  where  such  woman  may  be,  or  of  the  township 
wherein  the  legal  settlement  of  such  woman  may  be,  may  apply 
to  the  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  same  county  wherein  such  woman 
may  be  to  make  inquiry  into  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the 
case ;  and  the  said  woman  shall  be  examined  and  the  reputed 
father  arrested  and  tried  according  to  the  terms  of  "  An  act 
for  the  maintenance  of  bastard  children,"  approved  March  the 
twenty-seventh,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-four,  and  the 
several  supplements  thereto. 

Proceedure  in      Sec.  229.      And   be   it   enacted,    That   whereas,    the  puta- 
tardy.  tive    father    and    lewd    mother    of    bastard    children    often 

abscond  from  the  township  and  from  the  county,  and 
leave  the  said  bastard  childien  a  charge  upon  the  township 
where  they  are  born  or  legally  settled,  although  such  putative 
father  or  mother  have  estate  sufficient  to  support  such  children 
and  to  discharge  the  township,  therefore  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  such  township  where 
any  bastard  child  shall  be  born  or  settled,  to  apply  to  any 
justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  or  township  where  the 
estate,  real  or  personal,  or  any  part  thereof,  of  such  putative 
father  or  lewd  mother  may  be,  and  by  warrant  under  the  hand 
and  seal  of  the  said  justice,  who  is  hereby  authorized  and 
required  to  issue  the  same,  to  seize  and  take  the  goods  and 
chattels  and  to  let  out  and  receive  the  annual  rents  and  profits 
of  the  lands  and  tenements  of  such  putative  father  or  lewd 
mother  so  absconding  as  aforesaid,  for  and  towards  the  susten- 
ance, bringing  up  and  education  of  such  bastard  child,  so  left 
as  aforesaid ;  and  as  soon  as  the  said  seizure  shall  be  allowed 
and  confirmed  by  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  a  county,  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  such 
township,  from  time  to  time,  and  as  often  as  the  case  may  re- 
quire, to  sell  and  dispose  of  so  much  of  the  said  goods  and 
chattels  at  public  vendue,  to  the  highest  bidder,  and  to  receive 
the  said  rents  and  profits,  or  so  much  thereof  as  shall  be 
ordered  by  the  said  sessions,  and  to  apply  the  money  arising 
therefrom  towards  the  sustenance,  bringing  up  and  education 
of  such  bastard  child  so  left  as  aforesaid  ;  and  further,  that  the 
said  overseer  of  the  poor  shall  be  accountable  to  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions  for  all  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  shall  or 
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may  arise  from  every  such  sale  or  sales  or  be  by  liim  received 
for  the  rents  and  profits  of  such  lands  or  tenements 

Sec.  23".  And  be  it  enacted.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  law-0ver8eerof  the 
ful  for  the  overseer  of  the  poor,  with  the  assistance  and  approba-^°reanofathe 
tion  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  any  county  or  township  of  thisourp^chn- 
State,  and  they  are  hereby  enjoined  and  commanded  to  putCases.m' 
forth  and  bind  out  any  poor  child  or  children  who  have  no  par- 
ents, or  whose  parents  shall  apply  to  the  said  overseer  for  relief, 
or  the  child  or  children  of  any  poor  parent  whatsoever,  who 
shall  bring  up  their  said  children  in  sloth,  idleness  and  ignor- 
ance, and  upon  advice  and  direction  given  by  the  said  Overseer, 
shall  for  three  months  after  such  advice  and  direction,  refuse 
or  neglect  to  put  forth  and  bind  out  such  poor  child  or  children 
for  such  a  number  of  years  as  the  said  justice  and  overseer,  in 
their  discretion,  shall  think  proper,  for  a  male  person  until  he 
shall  arrive  at  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  for  a  female  until 
she  shall  arrive  at  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  no  longer ;  and 
the  said  justice,  in  conjunction  with  said  overseer,  among  the 
common  covenants  in  the  indenture  and  indentures,  made  and 
agreed  upon  between  the  j^arties,  shall  always  insert  a  clause 
providing,  that  every  such  master  and  mistress  to  whom  such 
poor  child  or  children  shall  be  bound  out  as  aforesaid,  shall  Terms  of  in- 
cause  every  such  child  and  children  to  be  taught  and  instructed 
to  read  and  write  ;  and  the  said  justice  and  overseer  are  hereby 
appointed  the  guardians  of  all  and  every  such  poor  child  and 
children  so  put  forth  and  bound  out  as  aforesaid,  to  take  care 
that  the  terms  of  the  indenture  or  indentures,  covenant  and 
covenants,  agreed  upon  between  them  and  the  master  or  mis- 
tress of  every  such  poor  child  be  performed  and  fulfilled,  and 
that  he,  she  or  they  be  not  abused  or  ill  used  ;  which  said  jus- 
tice and  overseer  as  aforesaid,  are  hereby  empowered  and  di- 
rected to  inquire  into  the  same,  and  to  redress  any  such  griev- 
ance or  grievance  in  such  method  as  prescribed  by  law;  provided, 
however,  that  in  counties  where  the  maintenance  of  the  poor 
has  been  assumed  by  the  county  authorities,  the  children  com- 
mitted to  the  county  poor  houses  shall  be  committed  to  some 
duly  incorporated  charitable  institution,  as  directed  by  an  act 
entitled  "  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  for  the  settlement 
and  relief  of  the  poor,"  approved  March  twenty-fifth,  eighteen 
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hundred  and  eighty-one  ;  and  provided,  further,  that  in  counties 
in  which  there  does  not  exist  a  city  of  over  twenty  thousand 
inhabitants,  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  any  township  therein 
may,  when  application  shall  be  made  to  him  for  the  relief  and 
in  behalf  of  any  poor  child  or  children  under  the  age  of  twelve, 
and  the  legal  settlement  of  the  same  shall  be  determined  as 
directed  by  this  act  to  be  in  such  county  aforesaid,  may  apply 
to  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  such  county  where  such  child 
or  chiidren  are  declared  legally  settled,  to  have  them  com- 
mitted to  some  duly  incorporated  children's  home  according  to 
the  direction  and  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  an  act  entitled 
"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  for  the  settlement  and  relief 
of  the  poor,"  approved  March  nineteenth,  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventy-nine. 

overseer  of  the  Sec.  231.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  person  not  being 
return  ofCpoor  in  the  place  in  which  he  usually  lives  or  has  his  home,  shall 
Sfgtohishome.  apply  to  any  overseer  of  the  poor  of  any  township  in  this  State, 
that  he  is  desirous  to  return  to  his  home,  but  is  poor  and  has  not 
the  means  to  do  so,  the  said  overseer  of  the  poor  may  employ 
or  let  out  such  poor  person  to  labor  at  some  suitable  place  to  be 
by  him  selected  and  at  such  wages  as  shall  seem  to  be  just, 
and  when  in  the  opinion  of  said  overseer  such  poor  person 
shall  have  earned  a  sufficient  sum,  said  overseer  shall  with  the 
money  so  earned  and  with  such  additions  thereto  from  the 
treasurer  of  the  township  as  he  may  think  reasonable,  cause 
such  person  to  be  returned  to  his  home  whether  in  this  State 
or  elsewhere,  provided  that  the  expense  shall  not  exceed 
twenty  dollars. 

Sec.  232.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  all  cases  wherein  any 

Overseer  ot  •> 

p°?r  s£aI1. re;  ship  or  vessel  shall  arrive   within    any  port  or  harbor  within 

quire   bond    of         -r  «/     r 

before  finding tms  State,  having  on  board  passengers  coining  from  any  foreign 
?romS  e  foreign  P01^  or  P^acej  ^  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  overseer  of 
ports.  the  poor  of  the  township  at  which  the  said  ship  or  vessel  may 

arrive,  or  any  justice  of  the  peace,  to  require  of  the  master 
and  commander  of  such  ship  or  vessel  a  bond,  with  approved 
security,  to  the  inhabitants  of  such  township,  in  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding two  hundred  dollars,  conditioned  for  the  maintenance 
and  support  of  any  passenger  on  board  such  ship  or  vessel  as 
aforesaid,  who  may  be  sick  or  infirm,  or  otherwise  incapable, 
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in  the  opinion  of  said  overseer  or  of  such  justice,  of  providing 
for  his  or  her  own  support. 

Sec.  233.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  the  master  or  com- 
mander of  any  ship  or  vessel,  arriving  as  aforesaid,  shall  land  or  penalty  for 
suffer  to  be  landed  from  on  board  his  said  ship  or  vessel,  any  glviri'^bond.0™ 
passenger  who  may  be  sick,  infirm  or  otherwise  incapable  of 
providing  for  his  or  her  own  support,  except  by  license  or  per- 
mit from  the  overseer  of  the  poor,  without  having  first  entered 
into  bond  as  aforesaid,  such  master  or  commauder  shall  forfeit 
and  pay,  for  each  offence,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  to 
be  sued  for  and  recovered  by  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  the 
township,  for  the  use  of  the  same,  in  an  action  upon  contract, 
with  costs  of  suit,  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  said  town- 
ship, or  in  any  other  court  having  cognizance  thereof. 

Sec.  234.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  several  townships  in  this  State,    Overseer  o  f 

f  r  '  poor   to   annu- 

to  make  out  and  furnish  to  the  board  of  chosen  freeholders  of  tlly  AUrfDi£hJ° 

board  of  chosen 

the  county  in  which  said  townships  are  situated  a  list  of  all  the  [r^eth  0lfd  e 
poor  lunatics  and  idiots  within  the  bounds  of  their  townships,  |^gics 
stating  the  age  of  such  lunatics  or  idiots,  when  such  lunacy 
commenced,  what  means,  if  any,  they  have  for  support,  with 
all  other  facts  connected  with  each  case,  calculated  to  give  in- 
formation of  their  actual  state  and  condition ;  said  report 
to  be  made  annually  to  the  said  board  of  chosen  freeholders  at 
their  annual  meeting. 

Sec.  235.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  all  cases  where  any 
fines  or  forfeitures  are  created  by  this  or  any  other  act  of  the 
legislature  of  this  State  and  made  payable  to  the  overseer  of 
the  poor  of  the  township,  for  the  use  or  support  of  the  poor, 
and  in  all  cases  of  an  estate  or  estates  that  may  hereafter  escheat 
to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  a  township,  and  made  payable  to  the 
overseer  of  the  poor  in  such  counties  where  the  poor  are  kept 
in  county  poor  houses,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  overseer 
receiving  any  such  moneys  to  pay  over  the  same  to  the  board 
of  chosen  freeholders  of  the  county  or  the  committee  of  such 
board  of  chosen  freeholders  having  charge  of  the  county  poor 


poor 

and 
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house,  and  therewith  render  a  statement  certifying  on  what 
account  such  moneys  have  been  by  him  or  them  received,  a 
copy  of  which  statement  shall  also  be  transmitted  to  the  said 
board,  or  its  committee  having  charge  of  said  poor  houses 
which  payment  and  account  aforesaid  shall  be  rendered  and 
made  yearly  and  every  year  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
March. 

The  overseer  Sec.  236.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
Irant  reHef1^  the  overseer  of  the  poor  in  any  township  of  this  State,  when 
knme^1^enSnen- application  shall  be  made  to  him  for  the  relief  of  any  poor 
certain  condi-  person  or  persons,  to  grant  such  relief  as  their  immediate 
necessities  require  and  to  forthwith  report  the  same  to  one  or 
more  members  of  the  township  committee,  who  then,  with  the 
overseer,  may  continue  to  grant  such  poor  person  or  persons 
such  relief  from  time  to  time,  or  cause  their  removal  to  the 
county  poor  house ;  provided,  the  said  overseer  and  said  com- 
mittee or  committeeman  shall  proceed,  as  required  by  this  act, 
to  have  the  legal  settlement  of  such  poor  person  or  person, 
determined ;  and  provided  further,  if  the  legal  settlement  of 
such  person  is  determined  to  be  elsewhere  than  in  the  township 
where  the  relief  is  asked  for,  the  overseer  of  the  poor  shall 
give  the  notice  required  by  section  two  hundred  and  twentj- 
two  of  this  act  to  the  overseer  of  that  place  for  the  care  of 
any  sick  or  lame  paupers  and  their  burial  in  case  of  death ; 
provided  also,  that  the  authority  by  this  section,  granted  to 
the  overseer  of  the  poor,  shall  only  be  used  by  said  over- 
seer in  cases  where  the  necessity  is  60  immediate  and  urgent 
that  the  ordinary  course  of  procedure  directed  by  this  act  is 
too  slow  to  meet  such  immediate  and  urgent  necessity. 

overseer  o  f     Sec.  237.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  overseer  of  the  poor 
pu^cSh as eUor  °f  anJ  township,  when  authorized  by  a  majority  of  the  legal 
hoi!slshforethe  voters  at  ^e  annual  township  election  or  any  special  election 
anrerSaipoor  duly  called  for  that  purpose,  shall  build,  purchase  or  hire  any 
tnorfzed.0    au  house  or  houses  in  such  township  and  shall  purchase  necessary 
materials  for  that  purpose  out  of  the  money  provided  or  to  be 
provided  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  there  shall  keep,  main- 
tain and  employ  all  and  every  person  and  persons  entitled  to 
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relief,  as  provided  by  this  act,  in  that  township,  and  shall  take 
the  benefit  of  the  work,  labor  and  service  of  any  such  poor 
person  or  persons  who  shall  be  kept  and  maintained  in  any  such 
house  or  houses,  for  the  better  maintenance  and  relief  of  such 
poor  persons  who  shall  be  there  kept  and  maintained  ;  and  in 
case  any  poor  person  or  persons  claiming  relief  of  any  township 
within  this  State,  where  such  house  or  houses  shall  be  so  built, 
purchased  or  hired,  shall  refuse  to  be  lodged,  kept  to  work  and 
maintained  in  such  house  or  houses,  such  poor  persons  or 
persons  so  refusing  shall  be  put  out  of  the  book  where  the 
names  of  the  poor  are  ordered  to  be  registered,  by  virtue  of 
this  act,  and  shall  not  be  entitled  to  ask  or  receive  any  relief 
from  the  overseer  of  any  such  township  ;  provided,  however, 
that  nothing  in  this  section  shall  interfere  with  the  township 
committee's  control  and  management  of  any  poor  farm  when 
the  jmrchase  of  such  farm  has  been  authorized  by  the  inhab- 
itants of  any  township  in  this  State,  as  directed  by  this  act. 

Sec.  238.     And  be  it  enacted,   That  where  any  township 
may  be  too  small  to  build,  purchase  or  hire  such  house  or 
houses,  in  the  above  section  mentioned,  the  overseers  of  the °re07 Several 
poor  of  two  or  more  townships,  when  authorized  by  a  majority  jo^lo^uUdTng' 
of  the   legal   voters   at   the   annual  township  election  or  any  hU.™gaainhouse 
special  election  duly  called  for  that  purpose  in  their  respective  £etterUmSa  fn- 
townships,  shall  join  together  and  unite  in  building,  purchasing Pao°  ^hea  *so 
or  hiring  such  house  or  houses,  for  the  lodging,  keeping  and  authonz 
maintaining  of  the  poor  of  such  places  so  joining  together  and 
uniting,  and  there  to  keep,  maintain  and  employ  the  poor  of 
such  united  places  as  aforesaid,  and  to  take  and  have  the  bene- 
fit of  the  work,  labor  or  service  of  any  poor  there  kept  and 
maintained,  for  the  better  maintenance  and  relief  of  the  poor 
there  kept,  maintained  and  employed  ;  and  in  case  any  person 
claiming  relief  of  any  such  united  places  as  aforesaid,  shall  re- 
fuse to  be  lodged,  kept  to  work  or  maintained  in  the  house  or 
houses  built,  purchased  or  hired  for  such  united  places  as  afore- 
said, such  poor  person  or  persons  so  refusing  shall  be  put  out 
of  the  book  where  the  names  of  the  poor  are  ordered  to  be 
registered  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  shall  not  be  entitled  to  ask 
or  receive  any  relief  from  the  overseer  or  overseers  of  any  such 
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township  ;  provided,  however,  that  nothing  in  this  section 
shall  interfere  with  the  township  committee's  control  and  man- 
agement of  any  poor  farm,  when  the  purchase  of  such  farm 
has  been  authorized  by  the  inhabitants  of  any  township  or 
townships  of  this  State,  as  directed  by  this  act. 

overseer  of  ^ec.  ^39.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be 
tract  for  main- ^aw^u^  ^or  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  any  township,  with 
ofnother0f own- tne  consent  and  approval  of  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters 
authorized11  s°  °f  the  township,  expressed  by  resolution  at  any  general 
or  special  township  election  duly  called  and  held  in  any 
township  where  a  house  or  houses  shall  be  built,  purchased  or 
hired,  as  in  the  above  sections  directed,  to  contract  with  the 
oveerseer  of  the  poor  of  any  other  place  for  the  lodging,  main- 
tenance and  employment  of  any  poor  person  or  persons,  to 
such  other  place  belonging  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet;  and  in 
case  any  such  poor  person  or  persons  belonging  to  any  other 
township  in  this  State  shall  refuse  to  be  lodged,  maintained 
and  employed  in  such  house  or  houses  so  contracted  for  as 
aforesaid,  such  poor  person  or  persons  so  refusing  shall  be  put 
out  of  the  book  where  the  names  of  the  poor  are  ordered  to 
be  registered  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  shall  not  be  entitled 
to  ask  or  receive  any  relief  from  the  overseer  or  overseers  of 
any  such  township. 

„.,     .  Sec.  240.     And  be  it   enacted,  That  the  overseers  of  the 

\\  hen  to  exe- 

fand andbmid- P001'  m  tne  several  townships  of  this  State  shall  make  a  deed 

poor  Upetsonsr°r  deeds  to  the  board  of  chosen  freeholders  of  their  respective 

c°hosenrdfree-coun^es  °f  a^  sucn  ^an(^  anc^  buildings  owned  by  any  township 

holders.  for  ^ie  accommodation  and  maintenance  of  the  poor  as  they 

may  have  built  and  for  which  the  board  of  chosen  freeholders 

of  the  county  shall  pay  according  and  agreeable  to  the  terms 

of    "An    act   to   incorporate   the   chosen   freeholders   in    the 

respective  counties  of  this  State,"  approved  April  sixteenth, 

eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six. 
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The  Powers  and  Duties  of  a  Constable. 

In  pursuit  of  the  arrangement  adopted  at  the  outsel  a 
synopsis  has  been  made  of  all  arts  and  parts  of  acts  having  ref 
erence  to  this  subject,  but  many  of  the  powers  and  duties 
that  officer  are  so  blended  with  laws  entirely  distinct  from  the 
governmental  affairs  of  townships  that  it  is  thought  unnecessary 
to  do  more  than  refer,  without  special  comment,  to  his  powers 
and  duties,  except  so  far  as  they  relate-  to  his  public  and  general 
obligations.  Fur  brevity  the  references  are  to  the  "Revision 
and  Supplement  to  Revision"  so  far  as  they  respectively  indi- 
cate the  subject  matter. 

"  An  act  respecting  constables,"  Rev.,  p.  148,  provides  for 
the  giving  0t  a  bond  and  proceeding-  in  case  of  forfeiture.  The 
duty  to  make  and  furnish  a  bond  has  been  disposed  of  under 
the  title  "  The  mode  of  qualifying,"  except  so  far  as  they  re- 
late to  the  renewal  of  the  same  as  required  by  a  "  Supplement 
to  an  act  entitled  An  act  respecting  constables,"  S.  Rev.  p.  130, 
S.  4,  to  which  requirement  a  section  is  presented. 

Rev.,  p.  28,  S.  74,  authorizes  a  constable  to  execute  search 
warrants  for  cruelly  treated  animals;  Rev.  p.  53,  S.  62.  directs 
him  to  execute  writs  of  attachment  and  provides  for  the  sale 
by  him  of  goods  and  chattels  attached  in  the  event  of  judg- 
ment being  obtained  against  the  defendant ;  Rev.,  p.  70,  S.  2 
and  3,  relate  to  the  execution  of  warrants  against  the  putative 
father  of  a  bastard  ;  Rev.,  p.  135,  S.  3,  to  apprehend  persons 
violating  the  provisions  of  the  act  for  the  preservation  of  clams 
and  oysters  ;  Rev.,  p.  171,  S.  8,  execute  precepts  of  coroners  for 
the  summoning  of  jurors;  Rev.,  p.  273,  S.  38,  bring  persons 
accused  of  crime  before  justices  of  the  peace  when  a  warrant 
is  issued  for  that  purpose;  Rev.,  p.  306,  S.  10,  to  apprehend 
disorderly  persons ;  Rev.,  p.  309,  S.  6,  summon  and  swear 
appraisers  in  matters  of  distress  for  rent;  Rev.,  p.  311,  S.  16, 
may  break  open  houses,  barns,  stables  and  out-houses  and  take 
and  seize  goods  and  chattels  for  arrears  of  rent ;  Rev ,  p.  360, 
S.  133,  makes  it  the  duty  of  a  constable  to  arrest  persons  found 
by  them  in  the  actual  violation  of  the  provisions  of  section 
sixty-three  of  "  An  act  concerning  elections  ; "  Rev.,  p.  422,  S. 
2,  may  order  inhabitants  to  assist  in  extinguishing  or  stopping 
the  progress  of  fires  in  woods,  marshes  or  meadows ;  Rev.,  p. 
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541,  S.  17,  to  serve  summons  issued  by  justices  of  the  peace 
and  endorse  thereupon  the  time  and  manner  he  executed  the 
same,  and  sign  his  name  thereto  ;  Rev.,  p.  542,  S.  19,  pay  over 
moneys  collected  at  time  of  service  of  summons;  Rev.,  p.  542, 
S.  20,  may  take  bond  from  persons  arrested  by  virtue  of  a 
warrant  issued  by  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  certain  cases  and 
deliver  the  same  to  the  justice ;  Rev.,  p.  542,  S.  33,  annex  to 
venire  issued  by  a  justice  of  the  peace  a  list  of  the  persons 
summoned  as  jurors ;  Rev.,  p.  548,  S.  46,  to  levy  and  make 
the  debt  or  damages  and  costs  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  a 
defendant,  and  in  certain  cases  to  take  the  body  of  the  defend- 
ant and  convey  him  to  the  jail  of  the  county  ;  Rev.,  p.  550,  S. 
58,  59,  60  and  61,  relate  to  the  duties  of  constables  to  whom 
executions  are  directed  and  the  proceedure  under  the  same ; 
Rev.,  p.  551,  S.  Q6,  provides  for  the  priority  of  executions; 
Rev.,  p.  552,  S.  67,  inventory  goods  and  chattels  levied  on  by 
a  constable;  Rev.,  p.  563,  S.  129,  constitutes  and  defines  con- 
stables as  ministerial  officers  of  justices'  courts ;  Rev.,  p.  573, 
S.  14,  empowers  constables  to  execute  writs  of  possession  issued 
by  a  justice  of  the  peace  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  the  act 
concerning  landlords  and  tenants  ;  Rev.,  p.  577,  S.  31,  is  sup- 
plemental to  the  last  foregoing  provision  ;  Rev.,  p.  786,  S.  153, 
constitutes  a  constable  an  officer  of  the  orphans'  court  and  di- 
rects him  (also  the  sheriff  of  any  county)  to  serve  all  process 
and  orders  of  the  court  or  judges,  directed  to  him  (or  the  sheriff) 
to  be  served  within  the  county  ;  Rev.,  p.  839,  S.  17,  directs  a 
constable  upon  a  warrant  issued  in  the  matters  of  the  examina- 
tion of  persons  who  have  not  obtained  a  legal  settlement  to 
bring  such  person  or  persons  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  for 
examination  relating  to  their  last  place  of  settlement ;  Rev.,  p. 
843,  S.  31,  commands  constables  to  bring  applicants  for  relief 
made  to  any  overseer  or  overseers  of  the  poor  before  justices 
of  the  peace  for  examination ;  Rev.,  p.  905,  S.  6,  provides  that 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  any  constable  (justice  of  the  peace  or 
sheriff)  to  seize  and  take  possession  of  all  goods  and  chattels  of 
any  person  or  persons  who  for  gain  or  reward  exhibit  or  show 
any  menagerie  or  collection  of  beasts  or  animals,  or  any  circus, 
or  exhibit,  show  or  perform  any  feats  of  activity  of  horses  or 
other  animals  or  their  riders,  or  both,  or  any  such  like  shows  or 
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exhibitions  without  having  first  obtained  a  license  for  that  pur- 
pose; Rev.,  p.  978,  S.  1,  provides  that  proclamation  shall  be 
made  by  a  constable,  in  the  absence  of  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
sheriff  or  under-sheriff,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled 
"An. act  to  prevent  routs,  riots  and  tumultuous  assemblies;" 
Rev.,  p.  1140,  S.  34,  35,  36,  39,  refer  to  the  duties  of  a  consta- 
ble in  relation  to  the  enforcement  of  the  payment  of  taxes  laid 
on  unimproved  or  untenanted  land,  or  land  tenanted  by  any 
person  or  persons  (not  the  lawful  proprietor)  who  are  unable 
to  pay  the  proprietor's  tax  on  the  same.  The  thirty-fourth 
(34)  section  provides  "  that  if  the  tax  which  shall  be  laid  on 
any  unimproved  or  untenanted  land  be  not  paid  agreeably  to 
law,  or  if  tenanted  by  any  person  or  persons  (not  the  lawful 
proprietor)  who  are  unable  to  pay  his  or  her  tax  as  aforesaid,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  township  collector  to  make  return 
thereof  to  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  who  is  hereby 
authorized  and  required  to  issue  a  warrant  to  any  constable  of 
the  said  county,  commanding  him  to  levy  such  tax  by  distress 
and  sale  of  so  much  timber,  wood,  herbage,  or  other  vendible 
property  of  the  owner,  and  on  the  premises,  as  will  be  sufficient 
to  pay  the  same,  with  costs  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the 
eighteenth  section  of  this  act."  The  eighteenth  (18th)  section 
referred  to  is  section  eighteen  (18)  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act 
concerning  taxes,"  approved  April  14,  1846  (Rev.,  p.  1139), 
and  provides  "  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  justice  of  the 
peace,  within  five  days  after  the  receipt  of  the  list  of  the  names 
of  the  delinquents,  to  make  out  and  deliver  to  the  constable  or 
constables,  a  warrant  or  warrants,  requiring  him  or  them  to 
levy  the  tax  so  in  arrear,  with  costs,  by  distress  and  sale  of  the 
goods  and  chattels  of  the  delinquent,  giving  at  least  four  days 
notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  such  sale,  by  advertisement  set 
up  in  three  of  the  most  public  places  in  the  township  ;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  constable  or  constables  to  pay  the 
tax  for  which  such  warrant  is  issued  to  the  township  collector 
within  forty-five  days  after  the  date  thereof  ;  and  the  said  war- 
rant shall  further  direct,  that  if  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the 
delinquent  cannot  be  found,  or  not  sufficient  to  make  the 
money  required,  the  constable  shall  take  his  or  her  body,  if  to 
be  found  in  the  county  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  sheriff  of 
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such  county  or  bis  jailer,   to  be  kept  in  close  and  safe  custody 
until  payment  be  made  of  the  said  tax  with  costs." 

Section  twenty-one  (21)  of  the  same  act  (Rev.,  p.  1143), 
provides  "  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  constable  to  return 
the  said  warrant  to  the  justice  who  issued  the  same,  with  a 
schedule  thereunto  annexed,  containing  a  particular  account  of 
the  money  by  him  levied  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  or  re- 
ceived from  each  delinquent,  and  in  what  manner  in  other  re- 
spects he  had  executed  the  said  warrant ;  and  the  said  justice 
shall,  upon  the  receipt  of  such  return,  deliver  a  copy  of  the 
said  warrant  and  return  to  the  township  collector,  upon  his 
application  for  it,  and  shall  return  the  original  warrant,  if  not 
fully  executed,  to  the  constable,  who  is  hereby  commanded  to 
proceed  on  and  execute  the  same."  It  will  be  noticed  that 
section  eighteen  (18)  fixes  a  duty  upon  constables  with  reference 
to  the  execution  of  tax  warrants  generally,  and  section  twenty 
(20)  provides  for  a  return  of  the  same,  and  if  not  fully  executed, 
commands  further  procedure  under  the  execution  of  the  same, 
while  sections  thirty-four  (34)  and  thirty-five  (35)  specifically 
apply  to  a  constable's  duty  in  the  event  of  tax  warrants  being 
issued  for  the  collection  of  taxes  laid  on  unimproved  or  unten- 
anted land. 

The  terms  of  sections  eighteen  (18),  twenty-one  (21),  thirty- 
five  (35),  thirty-six  (36)  and  thirty-nine  (39)  of  the  act  last  re- 
ferred to  are  so  mandatory  that  it  is  thought  proper  to  incor- 
porate their  provisions  in  sections  indicating  the  general  duties 
of  a  constable. 

Eev.,  p.  1193,  S.  7,  enjoins  upon  a  constable,  by  direction 
of  the  presiding  officer  of  any  town  meeting,  the  duty  to  carry 
out  of  such  meeting  any  person  who  shall  behave  in  a  disor- 
derly manner,  and  place  him  in  a  place  of  confinement.  More 
recent  legislation  has  substantially  made  that  duty  obsolete. 

Rev.,  p.  1208,  S.  2,  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  define  and 
suppress  tramps,"  approved  April  19,  1876  (P.  L.,  1876,  p. 
218),  designates  another  general  duty  of  a  constable  in  the  fol- 
lowing language  : 

"  That  if  any  person  shall  be  found  offending  in  any  county, 
city,  township,  borough  or  district  in  this  State  against  this 
act,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful   for   any  constable  or  police 
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officer  of  such  place,  and  lie  is  hereby  enjoined  and  required, 
on  notice  thereof  given  him  by  any  of  the  inhabitants  thereof, 
or  without  such  notice,  on  his  own  view,  to  apprehend  and  con- 
vey, or  cause  to  be  conveyed  such  person  to  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  or  other  magistrate,  of  such  place,  who  shall  examine 
such  person,  and  shall  commit  him  or  her,  being  thereof  legally 
convicted  before  him     *     *     *     ." 

Rev.,  p.  1230,  S.  11,  is  dependent  so  far  as  the  duties  of  a 
constable  are  concerned,  upon  the  provisions  of  section  ten  (10) 
of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  suppressing  vice  and  immor- 
ality," which  tenth  (10th)  section  is  as  follows  : 

"  From  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  it  shall  not  be  law- 
ful for  any  person  or  persons  to  erect,  place  or  have  any  booth, 
stall,  tent,  carriage,  boat  or  vessel  or  other  place,  for  the  pur- 
pose or  use  of  selling,  giving,  or  otherwise  disposing  of  any 
kind  of  articles  of  traffic,  spirituous  liquors,  wine,  porter,  beer, 
cider  or  any  other  fermented,  mixed  or  strong  drink  (except 
as  hereinafter  excepted),  within  three  miles  of  any  place  of  re- 
ligious worship,  in  this  State  during  the  time  of  holding  any 
meeting  for  religious  worship  at  such  place."  Out  of  the  con- 
ditions of  the  tenth  (10th)  section  arises  a  plain  and  imperative 
duty  of  constables,  any  justice  of  the  peace,  or  two  freeholders 
of  the  county  where  the  offence  is  or  shall  have  been  com- 
mitted, as  appears  by  the  language  of  the  eleventh  (11th) 
section,  which  is  as  follows  : 

"  If  any  person  or  persons  shall  or  do  violate  this  act,  by 
erecting,  fixing  or  having  any  booth,  stall,  tent,  carriage,  boat 
or  vessel,  or  other  place,  for  the  purpose  or  use  aforesaid,  or  by 
selling,  bartering,  giving,  or  otherwise  disposing  of  any  kinds 
of  articles  of  traffic,  spirituous  liquors,  wine  porter,  beer,  cider 
or  other  fermented,  mixed  or  strong  drink,  in,  at,  or  about  any 
such  booth,  stall,  tent,  carriage,  boat  or  vessel,  or  other  place, 
prepared  or  used  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  within  three  miles 
of  any  place  of  religious  worship,  during  the  time  of  holding 
any  meeting  for  religious  worship  at  such  place,  the  person  or 
persons  so  offending  shall  first  be  informed  of  his,  her  or  their 
violation  of  this  act,  and  shall  be  warned  by  any  justice  of  the 
peace,  constable,  or  two  freeholders  of  the  county  where  the 
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offence  is  or  shall  have  been  committed,  to  desist  from  such 
offence,  and  to  remove  such  booth,  stall,  tent,  carriage,  boat  or 
vessel,  together  with  all  such  articles  of  traffic,  spirituous 
liquors,  wine,  porter,  beer,  cider  or  other  strong  drink,  belong- 
ing to  or  in  possession  of  the  person  or  persons  so  offending  ; 
and  if  such  person  or  persons  on  receiving  such  information 
and  warning  shall  forthwith  cease  to  offend  against  this  act, 
and  shall  remove  as  aforesaid  at  least  three  miles  from  such 
place  of  religious  worship,  then  no  further  proceeding 
under  this  act  shall  be  had  against  such  person  or  persons  ;  but 
if  such  person  or  persons  shall  refuse  or  neglect  immediately 
to  remove  as  aforesaid  when  informed  and  warned  as  aforesaid, 
then  all  the  said  articles  of  traffic,  spirituous  liqu  >rs,  wine,  por- 
ter, beer,  cider  and  other  fermented,  mixed  and  strong  drink, 
and  all  vessels,  chests  and  other  things  containing  the  same, 
together  with  such  booth,  stall,  tent,  carriage,  boat  or  vessel,  or 
other  place  prepared  or  used  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  shall  be 
and  are  hereby  declared  to  be  forfeited,  and  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  any  justice  of  the  peace  and  constable,  with  two  freeholders 
of  the  county  to  seize  and  take  possession  of  all  or  any  part  of 
the  said  forfeited  articles  and  liquors,  together  with  such  booth, 
stall,  tent,  carriage,  boat  or  vessel,  and  at  any  time  within  ten 
days  after,  to  advertise  and  sell  the  same ;  and  after  deducting 
and  paying  the  necessary  and  lawful  expenses  of  such  seizure 
and  sale,  the  residue  of  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  or  sales  shall 
be  paid  to  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  township  for  the  use 
of  the  poor  of  the  county  where  the  support  of  the  poor  is  a 
county  charge,  and  where  it  is  a  township  charge  to  the  poor 
of  the  township  where  such  offence  shall  have  been  committed." 
Section  twelve  (12)  of  the  same  act  excepts  from  its  operation 
"Any  licensed  tavern  keeper,  in  his  or  her  ordinary  and  lawful 
business,  at  his  or  her  usual  place  of  residence,  specified  in  his 
or  her  license,  nor  shall  it  be  so  taken  and  construed  as  to 
affect  any  merchant,  shop  keeper,  farmer,  merchant  or  other 
person  in  the  usual  and  lawful  transaction  of  his,  her  or  their 
ordinary  concerns  and  business,  in  their  usual  places  of  doing 
business;  neither  shall  it  be  so  taken  or  construed  as  to  affect 
any  person  or  persons  attending  any  religious  meeting  or  their 
property  ;  nor  shall  it  be  so  taken,  construed,  or  understood,  as 
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to  affect  any  person  or  person  who  shall  have  ;i  permit  in  writ- 
ing from  the  person  or  persons  having  the  oversight,  charge 
and  management  of  such  meeting,  to  sell  bread  and  other  nec- 
essary articles  of  food  for  man  and  beast ;  provided  the  conduct 
of  persons  attending  such  meeting  shall  accord  with  the  lawful 
rules  and  regulations  of  such  meeting  and  the  property  of  such 
persons  attending  such  religious  meeting  be  not  of  the  descrip- 
tion forbidden  by  this  act." 

Section  seven  (7),  Rev.,  p.  134-0,  and  section  eight  (8),  Rev., 
p.  1341  (P.  L.,  1877,  p.  187,  S.  2  and  3),  "  Supplement  to  an 
act  entitled  '  An  act  to  amend  and  consolidate  the  several  acts 
relating  to  game  and  game  fish,'  prescribing  a  method  of  pro- 
ceedure  for  the  better  enforcement  of  the  game  laws  of  this 
State,"  require  certain  duties  of  any  constable  or  police  officer. 

S.  Rev.,  p.  13,  S.  30,  authorizes  a  constable,  sheriff,  under- 
sheriff  or  police  officer  to  execute  search  wan-ant  when  com- 
plaint is  made  on  oath  or  affirmation  by  any  person  that  there 
is  reasonable  cause  to  believe  that  the  law  in  relation  to  cruelty 
to  animals  is  being  violated,  and  fixes  the  hours  between  which 
such  search  warrant  shall  be  executed  ;  S.  Rev.,  p.  13,  S.  32, 
arms  a  constable  and  the  officers  before  enumerated  to  enter 
"  any  place,  building  or  tenement  where  there  is  an  exhibition 
of  the  fighting  or  baiting  of  any  bull,  bear,  dog,  cock,  bird  or 
other  living  animal  or  creature,  or  where  preparations  are  being 
made  for  such  an  exhibition,  and  without  warrant  to  arrest 
all  persons  there  present  and  take  possession  of  all  bulls, 
bears,  dogs,  cocks,  birds  or  other  living  animals  or  appli- 
ances used  or  to  be  used  in  such  exhibition,"  and  directs  such 
constable  or  officer  to  take  the  person  so  arrested  before  the 
nearest  police  magistrate,  district  court  or  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  make  complaint  in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  prevention  of  cruelty  to  animals," 
approved  March  11,  1880,  P.  L.,  1880,  p.  2 12. 

Sections  thirty-five  (35)  and  thirty -six  (36),  (S.  Rev.,  p.  15), 
and  being  sections  fifteen  (15)  and  (16)  of  the  act  last  referred 
to  seems  to  be  a  repetition  of  sections  (9)  and  eleven  (11)  of  the 
same  act  with  the  addition  of  designating  the  proceedure 
against  persons  found  participating  in  the  violation  of  the  pro- 
visions of  that  act ;  S.  Rev.,  p.  33,  S.  3, 5  and  6  (P.  L.,  1885,  p. 
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265,  S.  2  and  3),  authorize  a  constable  Laving  a  warrant  issued 
for  the  arrest  of  any  reputed  father  of  a  bastard  child,  or  of  a 
child  likely  to  be  born  a  bastard,  to  execute  such  warrant  on 
Sunday  and  carry  such  pers  m  on  the  same  day  before  the  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  issuing  or  endorsing  the  warrant. 

S.  Rev.,  p.  181,  S.  8,  directs  how  many,  how  and  what  con- 
stables, shall  be  selected  for  attendance  at  sessions  of  the 
supreme  and  circuit  courts  of  this  State. 

The  foregoing  references  to  the  powers  and  duties  of  con- 
stables so  far  as  they  relate  to  powers  and  duties  affecting  the 
general  public,  and  their  powers  and  duties  as  conservators  of 
the  peace,  suggest  the  following  analysis,  in  conformity  with 
which  the  following  legislation  is  suggested  : 

1.  Annually  to  renew  official  bond. 

2.  Execute  search  warrants  for  cruelly  treated  animals. 

3.  Execute  precepts  of  eoroners  for  summoning  jurors. 

4.  May  order  inhabitants  to  assist  in  extinguishing  or  stop- 
ping the  progress  of  fires  in  woods,  marshes  or  meadows. 

5.  An  officer  of  orphans'  courts. 

6.  By  warrant  issued  in  the  matter  of  legal  settlement  bring 
persons  before  a  justice  of  the  peace. 

7.  Shall  make  return  of  tax  warrants  to  the  justice  of  the 
peace  who  issued  the  same,  with  an  account  of  the  money  re- 
ceived by  him  by  virtue  of  such  warrants. 

8.  Duty  to  apprehend  tramps. 

1.    TO  RENEW  OFFICIAL  BOND. 

Sec.  241.     And  be  it  enacted,    That  the  several  constables 

Annually  re- 
new  official  elected  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  renew  their  bonds 

bond.  • 

annually,  and  if  they  shall  neglect  or  refuse  so  to  do  within 
thirty  days  after  the  expiration  of  each  year  during  the  term 
for  which  they  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  elected,  the 
office  of  the  constable  so  neglecting  or  refusing  shall  be  con- 
strued as  beino-  vacant. 


2.    TO  EXECUTE  BEAKCH   WARRANTS  FUR  CRUELLY  TREAT KD 

ANIMALS. 

Execute  search  , 

warrants  for      Sec.  242.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  when  any  complaint  is 

cruelly  treated  '  1 

animals.  made  on  oath  or  affirmation  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  that 
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the  complainant  believes  and  lias  reasonable  cause  to  believe 
that  the  law  relative  to  cruelty  to  animals  has  been  or  is  being 
violated  in  any  particular  building  or  place,  such  justice  of  the 
peace,  if  satisfied  that  there  is  reasonable  cause  for  such  belief, 
shall  issue  a  seal ch  warrant  authorizing  any  constable  (in  the 
absence  of  any  sheriff,  under-sheriff  or  agent  of  the  New  Jersey 
Society  forthe  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals,  Arc),  to  enter 
and  search  such  building  or  place  ;  provided  that  nothing  in  this 
act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  prohibit  or  interfere  with 
any  properly  conducted  scientific  experiments  or  investigations, 
which  experiments  or  investigations  shall  be  performed  only 
under  the  authority  of  some  regularly  incorporated  med'cal 
society  of  this  State,  nor  shall  the  same  be  construed  to  prohibit 
or  interfere  with  the  killing  or  disposing  of  any  animal  or 
creature  by  virtue  of  the  authority  and  order  of  any  of  the  con- 
stituted authorities  of  this  State. 

Sec.  243.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  any  constable,  in   the 

absence  of  any  sheriff,    under-sheriff,  or  agent   of    the  New    May  arrest 
t  o     •   ■      <•        it-»  •  e/1-1  i      •   without    war- 

Jersey  Society  lor  the  rreveution    of  Cruelty  to  Animals,   is  rant,    persons 

.  present  at  ex- 

hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  enter  any  place,  building  nation  of  dog 
or  tenement  where  there  is  an  exhibition  of  the  fighting  or 
baiting  of  any  bull,  bear,  dog,  cock,  bird  or  other  living  animal 
or  creature,  or  when  the  preparations  are  being  made  for  such 
an  exhibition,  and  without  warrant  arrest  all  persons  there 
present,  and  take  possession  of  all  bulls,  bears,  dogs,  cocks, 
birds,  or  other  living  animals  or  creatures  there  found  engaged 
in  fighting,  and  also  all  implements  or  appliances  used  or  Lo  be 
used  in  such  exhibition  ;  such  persons  so  arrested  shall  be  taken 
before  the  nearest  police  magistrate,  district  court  or  justice  of 
the  peace,  who,  upon  complaint  being  made  and  warrant  issued, 
returnable  immediately,  the  persons  being  in  custody,  and  such 
police  magistrate,  district  court  judge,  or  justice  of  the  peace 
being  satisfied  as  to  the  guilt  of  said  persons  being  in  custody, 
may  adjudge  that  each  of  said  persons  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
such  sum,  not  to  exceed  one  hundred  dollars,  together  with 
costs,  as  the  said  police  magistrate,  district  court  judge  or  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  shall  determine,  an  J  the  said  person  or  per- 
sons so  arrested  shall  be  imprisoned  in  the  jail  of  the  county  in 
which  said  offence  is  committed  until  the  amount  of  such 
forfeiture  and  costs,  if  any,  are  paid. 
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3.    EXECUTE  PRECEPTS  OF  CORONERS  FOR  SUMMONING  JURORS. 

Sec.  244.     And  be  it  enacted,    That  whenever  any  of  the 

To  execute  pre-  J 

cepcs  of  com-  coroners  of  the  several  counties  of  this  State  shall  make  out 

ners   for   sum- 
moning jurors.  an0>  deliver  to  any  constable  of  the  county,  a  precept  directed 

to  such  constable  requiring  hi  in   to  summon  a  jury  to  appear 

before  him  at  a  time  and  place  in  such  precept  mentioned,  such 

constable  shall  forthwith  execute  the  same,  and  shall  appear  at 

the  time  and  place  mentioned  therein,  and  make  return  of  such 

precept,  with  his   proceedings  thereon,  to   the   coroner  who 

issued  it. 

4       MAY     ORDER    INHABITANTS     TO     ASSIST    IN     EXTINGUISHING     OR 

STOPPING   THE    PROGRESS    OF    FIRES    IN    WOODS,  MARSHES 

OR    MEADOWS. 

Sec.  245.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  when  the  woods,  marshes 
or  meadows  in  any  part  of  this  State  shall  be  on  tire  the  consta- 
haBbftantsdtoas-b^e  or  constables  [residing  in  the  vicinity  of  said  tire,  in  the 
guLning  eflres  aDsence  of  a  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace,  and  the  owner  or 
m  woods,  &c.  owners  0f  gucn  woods,  marshes,  and  meadows,  their  tenants, 
agents,  superintendents,  watchmen,  and  person  or  persons  in 
charge  of  the  same,  shall  and  are  hereby  directed,  required  and 
empowered,  forthwith  to  order  such  and  so  many  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  township  or  townships  in  which  such  fires  may  be, 
or  residing  in  the  vicinity  of  such  fire,  as  such  constable  or 
constables  may  deem  necessary,  to  repair  to  the  place  where 
such  fire  shall  prevail,  and  there  to  assist  in  extinguishing  or 
stopping  the  progress  of  the  same  ;  and  if  any  person  so  ordered 
to  assist  in  manner  aforesaid,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  comply 
with  such  order,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  dollars 
for  every  refusal  or  neglect  to  obey  such  order,  to  be  recovered 
by  action  on  contract,  with  costs  of  suit,  to  be  brought  by  the 
owner  or  owners  of  such  woods,  marshes  or  meadows,  before  any 
justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  in  which  such  order  or  notice 
was  given,  and  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  constable  who 
gave  such  order  or  notice,  shall  be  sufficient  evidence  whereon 
to  convict  such  offender,  and  the  forfeiture  so  recovered  shall 
be  applied  as  a  reward  to  the  constable  who  ordered  or  notified 
such  offender  as  aforesaid. 
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5.    AN  OFFICER  OF  ORPHANS'  COURTS. 

Sec.  246.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  constables  of  the 
county  shall  be  officers  of  the  orphans' court  of  such  county, p^ns^oarts!"" 
and  shall  in  the  absence  or  disability  of  the  sheriff  of  such 
county  or  in  common  with  such  sheriff  serve  all  process  and 
orders  of  the  court  or  judges,  directed  to  such  constable,  to  be 
served  within  such  county. 

6.    BY    WARRANT   IN   TFIE   MATTER    OF    LEGAL    SETTLEMENT   BRING 
PERSONS  BEFORE  A  JUSTICE  OF  TIIE  PEACE. 

Sec.  247.     And  be   it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty   BrinK  persons 
of  the  constables  of  the  several  townships  of  this  State,  when  so  forJa  justice  of 
commanded  by  warrant  issued  by  any  justice  of  the  peace  who  matte1™? legal 
shall  have  reason  to  believe  that  any  person  or  persons  within 
such  township  who  have  not  obtained  a  legal  settlement  therein, 
according  to  the  directions,  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
act,  is  chargeable,  or  likely  to  become  chargeable  thereto  (said 
justice  of  the  peace  having  been  first  thereof  informed  by  the 
overseer  of  the  poor  of  such  township),  to  bring  such  person  or 
persons  before  the  justice  of  the  peace  by  whom  such  warrant 
was  issued,  at  such  time  and  place  appointed  and  fixed  in  such 
warrant. 

Sec.  24S.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  constables  of  the  several  townships  of  this  State,  upon  a sons°o^iaceof 
warrant  being  issued  and  directed  to  any  one  of  said  constables,  meat. 
by  a  justice  of  the  peace  before  whom  examination  may  have 
been  had  and  adjudication  made,  relative  to  the  legal  settle- 
ment of  a  person  or  persons  chargeable  or  likely  to  become 
chargeable  as  in  the  preceding  section  expressed,  to  convey 
such  person  or  persons  to  the  place  of  his,  her  or  their  legal 
settlement,  and  to  deliver  him,  her,  or  them  to  the  overseer  of 
the  poor  of  the  township  in  which  the  legal  settlement  of  such 
poor  person  or  persons  shall  have  been  determined  to  be. 

7.    SHALL  MAKE    RETURN    OF    TAX    WARRANTS    TO    THE    JUSTICE    OF 

THE  PEACE  WHO  ISSUED  THE  SAME,  WITH  AN  ACCOUNT  OF 

TIIE  MONET  RECEIVED  BY  HEM  BY  VIRTUE  OF 

SUCH  WARRANTS. 

Sec.  249.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  a  tax  warrant  of^ax  warrants 
shall  have  been  issued  by  a  justice  of  the  peace  to  a  constable 
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for  the  collection  of  taxes  in  arrears,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
constable  to  return  the  said  warrant  to  the  said  justice  of  the 
peace  within  forty-live  days  after  the  date  thereof,  with  a 
schedule  thereto  annexed,  containing  a  particular  account  of 
the  money  by  him  received  from  the  levy  and  sale  of  the  goods 
and  chattels  of  each  delinquent,  and  in  what  manner  in  other 
respects  he  had  executed  the  said  warrant ;  and  the  said  justice 
shall,  upon  receipt  of  such  return,  deliver  a  copy  of  the  said 
warrant  and  return  to  the  township  collector,  upon  his  appli- 
cation for  it,  and  shall  return  the  original  warrant,  if  not  fully 
executed,  to  the  constable,  who  is  hereby  commanded  to  pro- 
ceed and  fully  execute  the  same. 

8.    DUTY  TO  APPREHEND  TRAMPS. 

Sec.  250.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  persons  who  shall 
come  from  any  place  without  this  State,  or  from  any  city, 
Apprehend colinty ?  township,  borough  or  place  in  this  State,  and  have  no 
legal  settlement  in  the  places  in  which  they  may  be  found,  and 
live  idly  and  without  employment,  and  refuse  work  for  the 
usual  and  common  wages  given  to  other  persons  for  like  work 
in  the  place  where  they  are,  or  shall  be  found  going  about  from 
door  to  door,  or  placing  themselves  in  the  streets,  highways  or 
roads  to  beg  or  gather  alms,  and  can  give  no  reasonable  account 
of  themselves  or  their  business  in  such  places,  are  hereby  de- 
clared to  be  tramps  ;  and  that  if  any  person  shall  be  found  so 
offending  in  any  township  of  this  State,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
any  constable  or  police  officer  of  such  place,  and  he  is  hereby 
enjoined  and  required,  on  notice  thereof  given  to  him  by  any 
of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  or  on  his  own  view,  to  apprehend 
and  convey,  or  cause  to  be  conveyed  such  person  to  a  justice 
of  the  peace  or  other  magistrate  to  be  dealt  with  according  to 
the  provisions  of  "  An  act  to  define  and  suppress  tramps," 
approved  April  nineteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-six. 

Although  section  six  (6)  of  "  An  act  for  the  regulation  of 
public  shows"  (Rev.,  p.  905),  enjoins  upon  a  constable  a  duty 
to  the  public,  it  is  thought  best  to  only  refer  to  it  here,  because 
to  incorporate  his  duty  in  that  connection  in  a  new  section  will 
in  no  particular  make  them  plainer  or  more  peremptory,  but 
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might  disturb  the  plain  provisions  of  that  act  and  lead  to  con- 
fusion rather  than  simplicity.  The  same  suggestions  will  ap- 
ply to  his  duties  described  in  section  one  (1)  of  "  An  act  to 
prevent  routs,  riots  and  tumultuous  assemblies"  (Rev.,  p.  '.»78); 
section  eleven  (11)  of  "An  act  for  suppressing  vice  and  immor- 
ality" (Rev.,  p.  1230),  and  sections  (7)  and  (8),  pages  thirteen 
hundred  and  forty  (1340)  and  thirteen  hundred  and  forty-one 
(1341)  of  the  Revision  (P.  L.,  1877,  S.  2  and  3). 


The  Duties  and  Powers  of  Pound  Keepers. 

The  legislature  as  early  as  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-nine 
(P.  L.,  Ib49,  pages  20,  170  and  246),  and  at  several  succeeding 
sessions  (P.  L.,  1S50,  pages  159  and  300:  P.  L.,  1851,  pages 
91,  95  and  459,  and  P.  L.,  1857,  p.  196),  passed  special  acts 
applying  to  several  of  the  townships,  to  prohibit  swine  from 
running  at  large,  which  legislation  was  followed  by  other 
special  acts  to  prevent  horses,  sheep  and  swine  running  at  large 
in  certain  townships,  which  acts  are  the  following  :  P.  L.,  1852, 
p.  24;  P.  L.,  1853,  p.  137;  P.  L.,  1854,  p.  363;  P.  L.,  1855, 
p.  413  ;  P.  L.,  1857,  p.  470;  P.  L.,  1858,  p.  160  ;  P.  L  ,  1859, 
p.  458;  P.  L.,  I860,  pages  191  and  675  ;  P.  L.,  1861,  pages 
197  and  433  ;  P.  L.,  1862,  pages  122,  160,  197,  316  and  343  ; 
P.  L.,  1863,  pages  83,  425  and  485 ;  P.  L.,  1864,  p.  015  ;  P. 
L.,  1865,  pages  48,  135,  419,  433,  645  and  661  ;  P.  L.,  1868, 
pages  757  and  1160;  P.  L.,  1869,  pages  535,  816,  859,  861, 
1072  and  1103  ;  P.  L.,  1870,  pages  114,  258,  447  and  644;  P. 
L.,  1872,  pages  914,  1130  and  1373  ;  P.  L.,  1874,  pages  306, 
387  and  404;  P.  L ,  1875,  pages  417  and  536. 

In  the  meantime  acts  were  passed  to  prevent  animals,  without 
specifying  their  character  (whether  horses,  mules,  cattle,  sheep 
or  swine)  from  running  at  large  in  certain  municipalities.  P. 
L.,  1868,  p.  989  ;  P.  L.,  1S69,  p.  1147  ;  P.  L.  1870,  pages  538 
and  639  ;  P.  L.,  1873,  p.  562  and  P.  L.,  1874,  p.  328,  and  also 
acts  of  the  same  special  and  local  character  to  prevent  cattle 
and  sheep  from  running  at  large  (and  in  one  instance  including 
swine)  by  the  provisions  of  the  following  acts :  P.  L  ,  1868,  p. 
455,  and  P.  L.,  1S69,  p.  1156. 
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It  is  also  found  by  another  special  act  (P.  L.,  1857,  p.  192) 
that  horses,  mules  and  cattle  shall  not  be  allowed  to  run  at 
large  in  the  municipality  named  in  that  act. 

The  only  remaining  act  of  the  same  character  so  far  as  dili- 
gent research  has  disclosed  is  a  supplement  to  an  act  to  prevent 
horses,  cattle,  sheep  and  swine  running  at  large  in  a  certain 
locality,  approved  March  18,  lb74  (P.  L.,  1874,  p.  306). 

Each  and  all  the  special  acts,  or  acts  applying  to  designated 
localities  provide  in  substance  that  the  animals  of  the  species 
named  and  found  running  at  large  may  be  taken  or  driven  to  a 
public  pound,  and  define  with'  some  degree  of  uniformity,  the 
duties  and  powers  of  pound  keepers. 

The  first  general  legislation  authorizing  the  impounding  of 
swine  running  at  large  is  : 

"  An  act  to  prevent  swine  running  at  large. 

Approved  March  18,  1852. 
P.  L.,  1852,  p.  230. 
Rev.,  p.  21,  S.  44. 

It  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  person  who  is  a  resident 
of  the  said  township  or  district,  respectively  to  drive  or  convey 
to  the  public  pound  of  the  township  any  swine  found  running 
at  large  in  the  public  streets,  highways  or  otherwise  and  im- 
pound the  same  ;  and  the  keeper  or  keepers  of  the  public 
pounds  in  said  township  is  or  are  hereby  required  and  author- 
ized to  receive  all  such  swine  •  *  *  ■  *  and  if  the  owner  or 
owners  of  the  said  swine,  so  impounded,  shall  not  pay  the 
charges  of  impounding  and  keeping  the  said  swine,  within  six 
days  after  said  swine  shall  be  impounded  and  take  the  same 
away,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  pound  keeper  to  set  up 
advertisements  in  three  of  the  most  public  places  in  said  town- 
ship or  district  describing  such  swine  and  giving  at  least  ten 
days  notice  of  an  intended  day  and  place  of  sale,  and  if  the 
owner  or  owners  of  such  swine  do  not  appear  and  redeem  the 
same  before  the  time  so  notified,  then  the  said  pound  keeper 
shall  sell  the  same  accordingly,  and  out  of  the  money  arising 
from  such  sale  shall  pay  the  charges  of  conveying  to  the  pound 
and  retain  in  his  hands  hig  fees  for  impounding,  keeping  and 
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feeding  said  swine,  and  one  dollar  for  advertising,  sale  and  col- 
lecting the  money  for  each  swine  and  pay  the  surplus  to  the 
said  owner  or  owners  of  the  said  swine,  if  they  shall  appear  and 
claim  such  surplus  within  six  months  after  such  sale  ;  and  if 
the  owner  shall  not  appear  within  the  time  specified,  the  same 
shall  be  paid  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  said  township 
for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  said  township." 

The  section  quoted  imposes  a  duty  upon  pound  keepers 
under  certain  conditions.  Those  conditions  appear  in  the  two 
sections  immediately  preceding  the  one  quoted  (Rev.,  p.  21, 
S.  42  and  43),  which  sections  provide  that  whenever  the  inhabi- 
tants of  any  township  or  ward  or  of  a  part  of  a  township  at  their 
annual  election  shall  determine  by  a  majority  of  the  voters 
voting  to  prevent  swine  from  running  at  large  in  such  town- 
ship, or  part  of  a  township,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  resident 
of  such  township  or  district  to  drive  or  convey  them  to  a  pub- 
lic pound  of  the  township  there  to  be  impounded  by  the  keeper 
of  the  pound. 

"  An  act  authorizing  townships  to  prevent  cattle  running  at 
large. 

Approved  February  14, 1881. 
P.  L.,  1881,  p.  21. 
B.  Rev.,  p.  20,  S.  54. 

That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person  to  drive  or  convey  to 
the  public  pound  of  the  township  voting  as  aforesaid,  any  cat- 
tle, sheep  or  horses  found  running  at  large  in  the  streets  or 
highways,  and  impound  the  same ;  and  the  keeper  or  keepers 
of  the  public  pounds  in  the  township  are  required  to  receive 
all  such  cattle,  sheep  or  horses  under  a  penalty  of  ten  dollars, 
*  *  *  and  if  the  owners  of  said  cattle,  sheep  or  horses  so 
impounded  shall  not  pay  the  charges  for  impounding  and 
keeping  the  said  cattle,  sheep  or  horses,  within  five  days  after 
the  same  shall  be  impounded  and  take  the  same  away,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  pound  keeper  to  sell  the  same  giving  at 
least  five  days  notice  of  such  intended  sale,  set  up  in  three  or 
more  public  places  in  such  township,  and  if  the  owner  shall 
not  redeem  the  same  before  the  time  so  notified,  then  the  pound 
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keeper  shall  sell  the  same  accordingly,  and  out  of  the  money 
arising  from  such  sale  shall  pay  the  charges  of  conveying  to 
and  letting  in  the  pound,  keeping  and  feeding  the  same,  and  one 
dollar  for  selling  and  advertising  the  same  and  pay  the  sur- 
plus to  the  owner  or  owners  of  said  cattle,  sheep  or  horses,  if 
they  shall  appear  and  claim  the  same  within  six  months  after 
such  sale,  and  if  the  owner  or  owners  shall  not  appear  within 
six  months  as  aforesaid,  then  to  the  overseer  of  the  township 
for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  said  township.1' 

Section  fifty-four  (54),  S.  Rev.,  p.  20,  imposes  duties  upon 
pound  keepers  under  certain  conditions,  controlled  by  a  vote 
by  the  people  as  to  whether  cattle,  sheep  or  horses  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  run  at  large  in  their  townships,  as  found  in  section 
fifty-three  (53)  immediately  preceding  and  in  all  essential  par- 
ticulars is  similar  to  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  prevent  swine 
running  at  iarge,"  except  that  it  refers  to  cattle,  sheep  and 
horses. 

The  only  general  act  providing  for  the  impounding  of  cattle, 
sheep,  horses  and  swine  found  pasturing  upon  or  running  at 
large  in  the  streets  or  highways  in  the  townships  is  the  act  en- 
titled : 

"  An  act  to  prevent  cattle  pasturing  or  running  at  large  in 
the  streets  or  highways  in  the  townships. 

Approved  April  17,  IS 84. 
P.  L.,  1884,  p.  223. 
S.  Rev.  p.  20,  S.  50. 

That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person  to  drive  or  convey  to 
the  public  pound  of  the  townships  any  cattle,  sheep,  horses  or 
swine  found  pasturing  upon  or  running  at  large  in  the  streets 
or  highways  of  any  township,  and  impound  the  same,  and  the 
keeper  of  the  public  jx>und  in  the  said  township  is  required  to 
receive  all  such  cattle,  sheep,  horses  or  swine  under  a  penalty 
of  ten  dollars ;  *  *  *  and  if  the  owners  of  said  cattle, 
sheep,  horses  or  swine  so  impounded  shall  not  pay  the  charges 
for  impounding  and  keeping  the  said  cattle,  sheep,  horses  or 
swine  within  five  days  after  the  same  shall  be  impounded  and 
take  the  same  away,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  pound 
keeper  to  sell  the  same     *     *     ";:"     ." 
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Liberty  has  been  taken  to  include  mules  in  the  list  of  im- 
poundable  animals  ranning  at  Large,  and  with  that  addition  the 
following  section  is  recommended  : 

See.  251.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
any  person  to  drive  or  convey  to  the  public  pound  of  the  fcown- 

l  •  ,,i         it  i  /•  i  •        Lawful  to  drive 

ship,  any  cattle,  sheep,  horses,  mules  or  swine  round  pasturing  or  convey  cat- 
upon  or  running  at  large  in  the  streets  or  highways  of  any  horses,8  muies 
township,  and  impound  the  same,  and  the  keeper  of  the  public  at  lar^e  to  pub- 
pound  in  the  said  township  is  required  to  receive  all  such  car-  lcpou 
tie,  sheep,  horses,  mules  or  swine  under  a  penalty  of  ten  dol- 
lars, to  be  recovered  in  an  action  on  contract  in  any  court  of 
competent  authority,  by  any  person  prosecuting  for  the  same, 
for  his  own  use  and  benefit,  for  each  infraction  of  this  act ;  and  if 
the  owner  or  owners  of  said  cattle,  sheep,  horses,  mules  or  swine 
so  impounded  shall  not  pay  the  charges  for  impounding  and 
keeping  the  said  cattle,  sheep,  horses,  mules  or  swine  within  five 
days  after  the  same  shall  be  impounded  and  take  the  same 
away,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  pound  keeper  to  sell  the 
same,  giving  at  least  five  days  notice  of  such  intended  sale,  by 
setting  up  the  notices  thereof  in  three  or  more  public  places  in 
such  township,  and  if  the  owner  shall  not  redeem  the  same  be-  tobesoid. 
fore  the  time  so  notified,  then  the  pound  keeper  shall  sell  the 
same,  and  out  of  the  money  arising  from  such  sale,  shall  pay 
the  charges  of  conveying  to  and  letting  in  the  pound,  keeping 
and  feeding  the  same,  and  the  necessary  and  proper  expenses 
for  advertising  and  selling  the  same,  and  pay  the  surplus  to  the 
owner  or  owners  of  said  cattle,  sheep,  horses,  mules  or  swine 
if  they  shall  appear  and  claim  the  surplus  within  six  months 
after  such  sale,  and  if  the  owner  or  owners  shall  not  appear 
witlrn  six  months  as  afoiesaid,  then  to  the  overseer  of  the  poor 
of  said  township. 

The  legislation  referred  to  and  thus  far  set  out  indicating  the 
duties  and  powers  of  pound  keepers,  applies  only  to  cases  in 
which  animals  are  found  running  at  large. 

Section  twelve  (12)  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  regulating 
fences,"  Rev.,  p.  416,  S.  12,  provides: 


;  An  act  regulating  fences. 

Passed  January  23,  1879. 
Eev.,  p.  416,  S.  12. 
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That  if  any  horses,  cattle   or  sheep  shall   get  over,   creep 
through,  or  break  clown  any  fence,  by  this  act  declared  lawful, 
the  owner  or  owners  of  the  beasts  shall  pay  to  the  person  in- 
jured all  damages  occasioned  thereby,  to  be  appraised  and  cer- 
tified in  writing  by  two  substantial  and  indifferent  men  of  the 
neighborhood,  mutually  chosen  by  the  parties  ;  but  if  the  owner 
or  owners  of  such  beast  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  choose  one  of 
the  said  appraisers,  then  the  injured  party  may  choose  them 
both  himself;  and  in  case  the  said  appraisers,  chosen  as  afore- 
said, cannot  agree  upon  an  appraisement  of  the  damages,  then 
the  said  appraisers  may  choose  a  third  person  of  the  neighbor- 
hood being  a  freeholder  to  join  them  therein,  any  two  of  whom 
agreeing,  their  appraisement  made  and  certified  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  binding  and  conclusive  to  the  parties,  and  if  any  dis- 
pute shall  arise  concerning  the  sufficiency  of  the  fence  it  shall 
be  determined  on  a  view  thereof,  by  the  same  persons,  and  their 
decision  respecting  the  same  in  like  manner  reduced  to  writing 
shall  also  be  conclusive ;  and  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
party  injured  to  take  and  impound  such  beasts  found  trespass- 
ing or  doing  damage  as  aforesaid,  in  his  field  or  yard  or  other 
enclosure  for  the  space  of  twenty -four  hours,  he  giving  notice 
thereof  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  said  beasts,  if  known  and 
easily  to  be  found,  and  if  such  beasts  are  not  redeemed  within 
the  said  twenty-four  hours,  by  payment  of  or  satisfaction  for 
the  damages  so  certified  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  lead  or  drive 
them  to  the  public  pound  of  the  township,  when  the  pound 
keeper  shall  receive  and  keep  them  until  the  damages  so  certi- 
fied with  the  charges  of  conveying  and  pounding  are  paid,  and 
the  said  party  shall  have  four  cents  for  horses  and  cattle,  and 
one  cent  for  sheep  per  head  for  taking  sach  beasts  to  the  pound, 
and  the  pound  keeper  shall  have  the  same  fees  for  letting  in 
and  out  of  the  pound  ;  and  for  pounding,  feeding  and  attending, 
ten  cents  for  horses  and  cattle  and  three  cents  for  sheep  per 
head  for  every  twenty-four  hours   they  shall  continue  in  the 
pound ;  and  if  the  owners  of  any  beasts  so  impounded  shall 
not  pay  damages  and  charges  of  impounding  within  four  days 
after  such  beast  shall  be  impounded  or  replevy  the  same  beasts, 
then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  pound  keeper  to  set  up  adver- 
tisements in  at  least  three  of  the  most  public  places  in  the  town- 
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ship  to  which  the  pound  belongs,  and  in  one  or  more  of  the 
most  public  places  in  the  two  next  adjoining  townships,  par- 
ticularly describing  such  beasts  and  giving  at  least  thirty  days 

notice  of  intended  day  and  place  of  sale,  and  if  the  owner  does 
not  appear  and  redeem  the  said  beasts  before  the  time  so  noti- 
fied, they  will  then  be  sold  at  public  vendue  ;  at  which  time 
and  place,  if  no  owner  or  other  person  for  him  shall  appear  and 
redeem  the  said  beasts,  the  said  pound  keeper  shall  sell  them  ac- 
cordingly, and  out  of  the  moneys  arising  from  such  sale  shall  pay 
the  said  damage  and  charges  of  conveying  to  the  pound,  and 
retain  in  his  hands  his  fees  for  pounding,  keeping  and  feeding 
the  said  beasts,  and  forty  cents  for  such  sale  and  collecting." 

The  section  last  quoted  provides  a  remedy  for  the  recovery 
in  money  for  the  injury  done  by  horses,  cattle  or  sheep  after 
getting  over  or  through  or  breaking  down  what  is  designated 
in  the  act,  of  which  the  section  is  a  part,  a  lawful  fence,  and  that 
upon  the  amount  of  the  damages  being  fixed  by  appraisement, 
and  such  amount  or  sum  is  not  paid  by  the  owner  or  owners  of 
the  horses,  cattle  or  sheep,  damage  feasant  the  animals  may  be 
driven  to  a  public  pound  whereupon  the  pound  keeper  is  di- 
rected to  interfere,  and  his  duties  begin.  Accordingly,  the 
provision  of  that  legislation  has  been  retained  and  with  such 
slight  modifications  and  changes  as  are  prompted  by  and 
gathered  from  existing  laws,  the  following  new  section  is  ad- 
vised : 

Sec.  252.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  horses,  mules,  j  Horses    &c, 

J  damage  fesant 

cattle,  sheep  or  swine  shall  get  over,  creep  through  or  break  »a y^be  im- 

down  any  lawful   fence,  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  animals 

shall  pay  to  the  person  injured  all  damages  occasioned  thereby, 

to  be  appraised  and  certified,  in  writing,  by  two  substantial 

and  indifferent  men  of  the  neighborhood  mutually  chosen  by 

the  parties,  but  if  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  animals  refuse 

or  neglect  to  choose  one  of  the  said  appraisers,  then  the  injured 

party  may  choose  both,  and  in  case  the  said  appraisers  chosen 

as  aforesaid  cannot  agree  upon  an  appraisement  of  the  damages, 

then  the  said  appraisers  may  choose  a  third   person  of  the  Damages  to  be 

neighborhood  being  a  freeholder  to  join  them  therein,  any  two     appra 

of  whom  agreeing  their  appraisement  made  and  certified  as 
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aforesaid,  shall  be  binding  and  conclusive  to  the  parties ;  and 
if  any  dispute  shall  arise  concerning  the  sufficiency  of  the  fence 
it  shall  be  determined  on  a  view  thereof,  by  the  same  persons, 
and  their  decision  respecting  the  same  in  like  manner  reduced 
to  writing  shall  also  be  conclusive;  and  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ful for  the  parties  injured  to  take  and  impound  such  animals 
found  trespassing  or  doing  damage  as  aforesaid,  in  his  field  or 
yard  or  other  inclosure  for  the  space  of  twenty -four  hours,  he 
giving  notice  thereof  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  said  ani- 
mals, if  known  and  to  be  found,  and  if  such  animals  are  not 
redeemed  within  the  said  twenty-four  hours,  by  payment  of  or 
satisfaction  for  the  damages  so  certified  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  lead 
or  drive  them  to  the  nearest  public  pound  of  the  township,  where 
taken  to  public  the  pound  keepers  shall  receive  and  keep  them  until  the  dam- 
ages so  certified  with  the  charges  of  conveying  and  impounding 
are  paid  ;  and  if  the  owner  or  owners  of  any  animals  so  im- 
pounded shall  not  pay  the  damages  and  charges  of  impounding 
within  four  days  after  such  animals  shall  be  impounded  or  replevy 
them,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  pound  keeper  to  set  up  adver- 
tisements in  at  least  three  of  the  most  public  places  in  the  town- 
ship to  which  such  animals  are  impounded,  and  in  one  or  more 
of  the  most  public  places  in  the  two  next  adjoining  townships, 
particularly  describing  such  animals,  and  giving  at  least  thirty 
days  notice  of  an  intended  day  and  place  of  sale  at  public  ven- 
due, and  that  if  the  owner  or  some  person  for  him  does  not 
appear  and  redeem  said  animals  at  or  before  the  time  as  fixed 
posed  of  ifdam-  for  sale,  said  pound  keeper  shall  sell  the  same,  and  out  of  the 
not  patd.  moneys  arising  from  such  sale,  shall  pay  the  said  damages  and 

the  charges  of  conveying  to  the  pound,  and  retain  in  his  hands 
his  fees  for  pounding,  keeping  and  feeding  said  animals,  to- 
gether with  his  reasonable  fees,  costs  and  expenses  for  adver- 
tising and  selling  the  same,  and  pay  the  balance  to  the  owner 
of  the  animal  ;  and  if  no  owner  shall  appear  and  claim  such 
,  balance  within  twelve  calendar  months  after  such  sale,  the 

Disposition  of 

saL° c  e  e  d  s  of  same  shall  be  paid  to  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  township 
for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  said  township. 
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The  Duties  and  Powers  of  Surveyors  of  Highways. 

"  An  act  to  enable  the  owners  of  swamp  or  meadow  ground 
to  drain  the  same  and  to  repeal  a  law  heretofore  made  for  that 
purpose." 

Passed  November  24,  1792. 
Rev.,  p.  652. 

"  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  enable  the 
owners  of  swamp  or  meadow  ground  to  drain  the  same,  and  to 
repeal  a  law  heretofore  made  for  that  purpose.' '; 

Passed  February  25,  1823. 
Rev.,  p.  654. 

"  Supplement  to  an  act  entitled  l  An  act  to  enable  the  owners 
of  swamp  or  meadow  ground  to  drain  the  same,  and  to  repeal  a 
law  heretofore  made  for  that  purpose.'  " 

Passed  February  14,  1831. 
Rev.,  p.  655. 

"  Supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  enable  the  owners 
of  swamp  or  meadow  ground  to  drain  the  same,  and  to  repeal 
a  law  heretofore  made  for  that  purpose.' " 

Passed  February  24,  1838. 
Rev.,  p.  656. 

"  Supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  enable  the  owners 
of  swamp  or  meadow  ground  to  drain  the  same,  and  to  repeal 
a  law  heretofore  made  for  that  purpose.'  " 

Approved  March  4,  1852. 
Rev.,  p.  657. 

"  Supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  enable  the  owners 
of  swamp  or  meadow  ground  to  drain  the  same,  and  to  repeal 
a  law  heretofore  made  for  that  purpose.'  " 

Approved  February  28,  1862. 
Rev ,  p.  659. 
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"  Supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  enable  the  owners 
of  swamp  or  meadow  ground  to  drain  the  same,  and  to  repeal 
a  law  heretofore  made  for  that  purpose.'  " 

Approved  March  4,  1874. 
Rev.  p.  660. 

The  act  first  above  referred  to  relates  to  the  improvement  of 
meadow  land  by  draining  the  same  through  ditches,  creeks  or 
natural  water  courses.  The  two  surveyors  of  the  highways 
in  conjunction  with  two  chosen  freeholders  of  the  township, 
are  directed  and  required  whenever  any  person  or  persons 
having  such  meadow  land  shall  apply  to  them,  to  lay  out  a 
ditch,  drain  or  water  course,  if  the  same  shall  appear  to  them 
to  be  reasonable  and  necessary.  The  act  proceeds  at  consider- 
able length  with  provisions  for  carrying  out  the  work,  the 
making  and  collecting  of  assessments  for  damages  done  in  the 
execution  of  the  same,  and  the  matter  of  appeal  from  any  such 
assessment. 

The  first  supplement  to  this  act  provides  for  the  publication 
of  notice  in  a  newspaper  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting 
of  the  surveyors  and  freeholders,  and  the  allotment  to  each 
person  interested  therein  of  a  part  of  the  ditch,  drain  or  water 
course,  he  or  she  shall  clear,  make,  support  and  keep  open. 

The  supplement  passed  February  14,  1831,  provides  for  an 
application  by  the  owners  of  meadow  lands,  to  the  overseers  of 
the  highways  and  chosen  freeholders  of  the  township,  when- 
ever any  such  ditch,  drain  or  water  course  may  require  to  be 
renewed,  cleared  out  and  repaired ;  it  also  provides  for  a  re- 
survey  of  the  lands,  allotment  of  work  to  each  owner,  proceed- 
ure  in  case  of  neglect  on  the  part  of  owner  to  perform  his  share 
of  the  work,  and  for  the  recovery  of  the  value  of  work  so 
neglected. 

The  supplement  of  February  24,  1838,  provides  for  a  review 
of  any  such  meadow  land  premises,  upon  the  application  of  any 
owner  or  possessor,  with  authority  to  change  or  abolish  any 
ditch,  drain  or  water  course. 

The  supplement  approved  March  4,  1852,  relates  to  the 
amount  of  meadow  land  to  be  embraced  in  the  survey,  and  pro- 
vides for  the  meeting  of  all  the  owners  of  land  embraced  in 
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such  survey  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  one  or  more  manager 
or  managers,  a  treasurer  and  a  clerk  ;  these  managers  are  given 
control  of  all  ditches,  drains  and  water  courses  as  Laid  out.,  arc 
to  make  assessments,  the  treasurer  to  collect  them  ;   several 

other  duties  are  also  imposed  npon  these  managers. 

The  supplement  approved  February  28,  1si">l\  provides  that 
if  there  be  no  surveyors  of  the  highways,  duly  elected  and 
qualified  in  the  township  through  which  the  ditch  runs,  appli- 
cation may  he  made  to  the  surveyors  of  the  next  adjacent  town- 
ships. 

The  supplement  approved  March  4,  1874,  provides  for  the 
clearing  out  of  creeks  or  natural  water  courses  for  the  purpose 
of  draining,  and  further  provides  for  the  selection  of  surveyors 
and  freeholders  from  adjacent  townships  when  those  in  the 
township  where  the  draining  is  to  be  done,  are  disqualified  in 
any  way. 

These  numerous  acts  relating  t  >  "  meadows  "  cover  nearly 
thirty  pages  in  the  Revision,  and  it  is  not  thought  advisable  to 
bring  such  a  mass  of  seemingly  unimportant  matter  into  a 
township  act  when  the  only  reason  for  so  doing  would  be  that 
some  of  the  sections  impose  a  duty  upon  surveyors  of  the  high 
ways,  acting  in  conjunction  with  the  chosen  freeholders.  These 
duties  are  clearly  defined  in  the  acts  quoted,  and  to  re-enact 
them  here  would  seem  to  be  a  waste  of  time  and  a  burden  upon 
the  township  act ;  in  accordance  with  this  view  we  have  con- 
cluded to  omit  them  from  this  act  as  not  coming  strictly  within 
our  province. 

"  An  act  concerning  roads. 

Approved  March  27,  1S74. 
Rev.,  p.  990,  S.  1,  2.  3,  i. 

(1.)  That  when  ten  or  more  persons  being  freeholders  shall 
think  a  public  road  necesssary,  or  any  public  road  which  hath 
been  or  shall  be  laid  out  unnecessary,  or  any  alteration  in  such 
road  necessary  in  any  part  of  the  county  in  which  they  reside, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  persons  to  make  application  in 
writing  to  the  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  said  county 
in  open  court,     *     *     *     and  the  said  court  when  applied  to 
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as  aforesaid,  *  -  *  are  hereby  authorized  and  required 
to  appoint  six  of  the  surveyors  of  the  highways  of  those  town- 
ships where  the  said  road  shall  be  so  applied  for  to  be  laid  out, 
vacated  or  altered  ;  provided  that  no  surveyor  shall  be  ap- 
pointed through  whose  land  the  road  may  run,  or  who  for  any 
other  reason  which  the  court  in  their  discretion  shall  deem  suf- 
ficient, think  ought  not  to  be  appointed,  and  the  said  surveyors 
shall  meet  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  court  shall  direct,  a 
copy  of  which  appointment  shall  be  served  by  the  said  ap- 
plicants, or  any  of  them,  on  each  of  the  said  surveyors  at  least 
six  days  prior  to  the  time  of  their  meeting     *     *     *. 

(2.)  That  when  the  aforesaid  number  of  freeholders  shall 
think  a  public  road  necessary,  or  any  public  road  unnecessary 
or  any  alteration  in  such  road  necessary  on  any  part  of  the  line 
between  the  two  counties,  or  part  in  one  county  and  part  in 
another,  they  shall  make  application  in  writing  to  the  supreme 
court,  *  *  *  and  the  supreme  court  on  such  application 
shall  appoint  three  surveyors  of  the  highways  in  each  of  the 
said  counties  *  *  *  who  shall  meet  at  such  time  and  place 
as  the  said  court  shall  direct     *     *     *. 

(3.)  That  when  a  public  road,  or  any  alteration  in  a  public 
road,  or  any  vacation  thereof  shall  be  considered  necessary,  and 
the  same  shall  run  through  or  be  intended  to  be  laid  out  or 
vacated  in  three  different  and  adjacent  counties,  application  in 
writing  shall  be  made  to  the  supreme  court,  *  *  *  and 
the  supreme  court  on  such  application  shall  appoint  three  of 
the  surveyors  of  the  highways  in  each  of  the  said  counties 
*  -  *  who  shall  meet  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  said 
court  shall  direct     *     *     *. 

(4.)  That  if  any  person  shall  think  a  private  road  necessary  to 
or  from  his  or  her  land,  mill,  market,  public  landing,  or  public 
road,  or  shall  think  it  necessary  to  have  a  private  road  vacated 
or  altered,  he  or  she  shall  make  application  in  writing  to  the 
inferior  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county,  or  to  the  supreme 
court  as  the  case  may  require,  *  *  *  and  the  court  shall 
thereupon  appoint  six  of  the  surveyors  of  the  highways,  *  *  * 
and  the  applicant  and  the  surveyors  shall  be  guided  in  all  things 
as  in  the  maimer  before  prescribed     *     *     *     ." 
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"  An  act  to  amend  section  four  of  the  act  entitled  '  An  act 
concerning  roads'  (Revision),  approved  March  twenty  seventh, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-four. 

Approved  March  8,  1S88. 
P.  L,  lb88,  p.  156. 

That  section  four  of  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  concerning 
roads,'  approved  March  twenty-fourth,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-four,  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
amended  so  that  it  shall  read  as  follows : 

(4.)  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall  think  a 
private  road  necessary  to  or  from  his  or  her  land,  mill,  market, 
public  landing  or  public  road,  or  shall  think  it  necessary  to 
have  a  private  road  vacated  or  altered,  he  or  she  shall  make 
application  in  writing  to  the  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  of 
the  county  or  to  the  supreme  court  as  the  case  may  require, 
having  given  notice  of  his  or  her  intention  at  least  ten  days, 
and  the  court  shall  thereupon  appoint  three  of  the  surveyors  of 
the  highways  as  before  directed,  and  the  applicant  and  the 
surveyors  shall  be  guided  in  all  things  as  in  the  manner  before 
prescribed,  except  that  the  signature  of  the  applicant  to  the 
advertisement  and  to  the  notice  to  the  surveyors  shall  be 
deemed  sufficient." 

The  duty  of  the  surveyors  of  the  highways  as  contained  in 
sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  Rev.,  p.  990,  has  been  consolidated,  and  is 
set  forth  in  the  following  new  section : 

Sec.  253.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  the  surveyors 
of  the  highways  shall  be  appointed  by  the  inferior  court  of 
common  pleas  or  the  supreme  court  as  the  case  may  require,  to 
lay  out,  vacate  or  alter  any  public  or  private  road  in  their  re- 
spective counties,  they  shall  meet  at  such  time  and  place  as  the 
court  shall  direct. 

"  An  act  concerning  roads. 

Approved  March  27,  1847. 
P.  L.,  1847,  p.  119. 
Kev.,  p.  993,  S,  5. 
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That  the  said  surveyors  of  the  highways  appointed  by  the 
supreme  court  or  any  of  the  inferior  courts  of  common  pleas 
m  this  State  when  met  as  aforesaid,  or  a  majority  of  them,  so 
met  on  due  proof  being  made  to  them  that  the  advertisements 
of  their  meeting  have  been  set  up  according  to  law,  on  which 
the  said  surveyors  shall  decide,  and  their  decision  be  final  and 
conclusive,  shall  view  the  premises  and  may,  if  they  shall  think 
it  necessary,  lay  out,  vacate  or  alter  the  said  public  or  private 
road,  and  lay  the  same  as  may  appear  to  them  to  be  most  for 
the  public  and  private  convenience,  having  a  regard  to  the  best 
ground  for  a  road,  and  the  shortest  distance  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  do  the  least  injury  to  private  property     *     *     *     ." 

Section  five  (5)  of  the  act  concerning  roads,  Rev.,  p.  993, 
above  quoted,  clearly  defines  the  duties  of  surveyors  of  the  high- 
ways in  laying  out  roads,  and  has  been  incorporated  in  this  act 
and  is  as  follows  : 

Sec.  254.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  said  surveyors  of  the 
highways  appointed  by  the  supreme  court  or  any  of  the  inferior 
iayi°geoutrand  courts  of  common  pleas  in  this  State,  when  met  as  aforesaid,  or 
vacatmg roaas.  a  majority  of  them  so  met,  on  due  proof  being  made  to  them 
that  the  advertisements  of  their  meeting  have  been  set  up 
according  to  law,  on  which  the  said  surveyors  shall  decide,  and 
their  decision  be  final  and  conclusive,  shall  view  the  premises 
and  may,  if  they  shall  think  it  necessary,  lay  out,  vacate  or  alter 
the  said  public  or  private  road,  and  lay  the  same  as  may  appear 
to  them  to  be  most  for  the  public  and  private  convenience, 
haying  regard  to  the  best  ground  for  a  road,  and  the  shortest 
distance,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  do  the  least  injury  to  private 
propert}',  and  shall  cause  the  road  so  laid  out  or  altered  to  be 
marked  at  proper  distances  in  the  line  of  the  same,  and  make 
return  thereof  with  a  map  or  draught  of  the  same,  with  the 
courses  and  distances  and  references  to  the  most  remarkable 
places,  and  the  improvements  through  which  it  may  pass,  with 
the  time  when  the  town-hip  committee  shall  open  or  cause  the 
same  to  be  opened,  if  a  public  road,  for  public  use,  or  if  a  pri- 
vate road  when  the  applicants  may  open  the  same,  which  re- 
turn the  said  surveyors  or  a  majority  of  them  as  aforesaid,  shall 
date,  sign  and  deliver  to  the  applicant,  or  in  case  of  a  public  road 
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to  some  of  the  applicants,  who  shall  deliver  or  transmit  it  to 
the  clerk  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  Baid  county,  or  in 

case  of  a  road  running  on  the  line  between  two  counties  or  part 

in  one  county  and  part  in  another,  or  into  three  counties,  to  tin- 
clerk  of  the  supreme  court,  who  is  hereby  required  to  record 
the  said  return,  together  with  a  map  or  draft  thereof,  in  a 
book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  every  road  so  laid  out  or 
altered  and  recorded  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  a  lawful  highway  or 
private  road  from  the  time  appointed  for  the  opening  of  the 
same;  and  if  anyroad  be  vacated,  return  shall  he  made,  signed, 
delivered,  transmitted  and  recorded  as  aforesaid,  provided  that 
when  the  road  lies  in  three  counties  there  shall  be  among  the 
signatures  of  said  majority  of  surveyors,  the  signature  of  at 
least  one  surveyor  from  each  of  said  counties. 

••  An  act  concerning  roads. 

Approved  March  27,  1860. 
P.  L.,  1860,  p.  601. 
Rev.,  p.  998,  S.  13,  14. 

(13.)  That  whenever  any  public  road  or  highway  shall  be 
laid  out  or  altered  by  the  surveyors  or  a  majority  of  them,  men- 
tioned in  this  act,  the  said  survevors  shall  immediately  there- 
after make  an  assessment  of  the  damages,  if  any,  the  owner  of 
any  land  or  real  estate  other  than  the  applicant  or  applicants 
for  such  road  shall  sustain  by  laying  out  or  altering  the  same, 
over  and  above  the  advantage  that  will  in  their  judgment  ac- 
crue  to  said  owner. 

(14.)  That  the  said  surveyors  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall 
with  their  return  of  the  laying  out  or  altering  of  any  public 
road  or  highway  return  their  said  assessment  certified  by  them 
in  writing  under  their  hands,  particularly  specifying  the  amount 
assessed  in  favor  of  the  respective  owners     -     *     *     ." 

The  duties  of  the  surveyors  of  the  highways  as  found  in  sec- 
tions thirteen  (13)  and  fourteen  (14),  Rev.,  p.  99S,  above  quoted 
in  part  have  been  consolidated  and  incorporated  in  the  follow- 
ing new  section  : 
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Sec.  255.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  any  public 
Assessment  of  road  or  highway  shall  be  laid  out  or  altered  by  the  surveyors  or 

damages.  .  .  .  . 

a  majority  of  them,  the  said  surveyors  shall  immediately  there- 
after make  an  assessment  of  the  damages,  if  any,  the  owner  of 
any  land  or  real  estate,  other  than  the  applicant  or  applicants 
for  such  road,  shall  sustain  by  laying  out  or  altering  the  same, 
over  and  above  the  advantage  that  will  in  their  judgment 
accrue  to  said  owner,  and  shall  with  their  return  of  the  laying 
out  or  altering  of  any  public  road  or  highway,  return  their  said 
assessment  certified  by  them  in  writing  under  their  hands,  par- 
ticularly specifying  the  amount  assessed  in  favor  of  the  respec- 
tive owners. 

"  An  act  concerning  roads. 

Approved  March  27,  1874. 
Kev.,  p.  999,  S.  16. 

That  in  case  any  public  road  or  highway  laid  out  or  altered 
as  aforesaid,  shall  lie  in  two  or  more  townships,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  surveyors  laying  out  or  altering  the  same,  to  state 
and  certify  the  proportion  of  the  assessment  by  them  made 
which  shall  be  paid  by  the  inhabitants  of  ?the  several  town- 
ships in  which  said  public  road  or  highway  is  laid  out  or 
altered     *     *     *     ." 

Section  sixteen  (16),  Rev.,  p.  999,  above  quoted  in  part,  so 
far  as  relates  to  the  duty  of  the  surveyors  of  highways,  has  been 
retained  and  brought  to  this  act  in  the  form  following: 

Sec.  256.  That  in  case  any  public  road  or  highway  laid  out 
or  altered  as  aforesaid,  shall  lie  in  two  or  more  townships,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  surveyors  laying  out  or  altering  the 
same,  to  state  and  certify  the  proportion  of  the  assessment  by 
them  made,  which  shall  be  paid  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  sev- 
eral townships  in  which  said  public  road  or  highway  is  laid  out 
or  altered. 

"An  act  concerning  roads. 

Approved  March  27,  1854. 
P.  L.,  1854,  p.  189. 
Rev.,  p.  1000,  S.  24,  25. 


Ibid. 
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(24)  That  whenever  any  private  road  shall  be  laid  out  or 
altered,  the  surveyors  or  a  majority  of  them,  mentioned  in  this 
act,  shall  immediately  after  the  laying  out  or  altering  the  same. 
make  an  assessment  of  the  damage  the  owner  of  any  Lands 
other  than  the  applicant  or  applicants  for  which  such  road  will 
sustain  by  layingout  or  altering  the  same,  and  that  such  assess 
ment  shall  be  deemed  the  just  compensation  to  be  made  for  the 
private  property  taken  for  public  use,  as  prescribed  by  the  con- 
stitution of  this  State,  and  fully  authorize  the  appropriations 
thereof  to  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

(25.)  That  the  surveyors  or  a  majority  of  them  shall  with  the 
return  of  the  laying  out  or  altering  of  any  private  road  return 
such  assessment,  certified  by  them  in  writing  under  their  hands, 
particularly  specifying  the  amounts  assessed  in  favor  of  the  re- 
spective owners  aforesaid,  which  assessment  shall  be  evidence 
of  the  several  amounts  which  such  owners  shall  be  entitled  to 
have  and  recover  from  the  applicant  or  applicants  for  such 
roads,  and  the  same  shall  not  be  opened  or  used  until  such, 
amount  be  paid." 

Sections  twenty-four  (24)  and  twenty-five  (25)  above  quoted 
have  been  incorporated  in  this  act  in  full  and  follow  below  : 

Sec.  257.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  any  private 
road  shall  be  laid  out  or  altered,  the  surveyors  or  a  majority  of  Assessment  of 
them,  mentioned  in  this  act,  shall  immediately  after  laying  out ?na™outeprivate 
or  altering  the  same,  make  an  assessment  of  the  damage  theroads' 
owner  of  any  lands  other  than  the  applicant  or  applicants  for 
such  road  will  sustain  by   laying  out  or  altering  the  same,  and 
such   assessment   shall   be   deemed  the  just    compensation  to 
be  made  for  the  private  property  taken  for  public  use,  as  pre- 
scribed by  the  constitution  of  this  State,  and  fully  authorize 
the  appropriations  thereof  to  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Sec.  258.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  surveyors  or  a  ma-Tomakereturn 
jority  of  them,  shall  with  the  return  of  the  laying  out  or  alter- of  assessment- 
ing  of  any  private  road  return  such  assessment  certified  by 
them  in  writing  under  their  hands,  particularly  specifying  the 
amounts  assessed  in  favor  of  the  respective  owners  aforesaid, 
which  assessment  shall   be  evidence  of  the   several   amounts 
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•which  such  owners  shall  be  entitled  to  have  and  recover  from 
the  apulicant  or  applicants  for  such  roads,  and  the  same  shall 
not  be  opened  or  used  until  such  amount  be  paid. 

"  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  concerning  roads ' 
(Revision),  approved  March  twenty-seventh,  eighteen  hundred 
.and  seventy-four. 

Approved  March  24,  1885. 
P.  L.,  1885,  p.  129. 
S.  Rev.,  p.  872. 

That  in  every  case  where  the  surveyors  of  the  highways 
have  been  or  shall  hereafter  be  appointed  under  the  provisions 
of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement  for  the  purpose  of 
laying  out,  altering  or  vacating  any  public  or  private  road,  and 
have  heretofore  or  shall  have  hereafter  neglected  for  an 
unreasonable  length  of  time  or  refused  to  perform  or  complete 
their  duties  under  such  appointment  or  shall  refuse  to  lay  out, 
alter  or  vacate  any  such  public  or  private  road,  the  applicant 
or  applicants  may,  upon  giving  five  days'  notice  in  writing  to 
said  surveyors  or  to  the  major  part  of  them,  apply  to  the  court 
which  made  the  appointment,  whereupon  the  court  may,  in  a 
summary  manner,  investigate  the  matter,  and  if  such  neglect 
or  refusal  shall  be  made  to  appear,  the  court  may  revoke  the 
appointment  of  said  surveyors  and  appoint  other  surveyors  in 
their  place  and  stead  ;  and  such  last  mentioned  surveyors  shall 
thereupon  proceed  in  all  things  in  like  manner  as  if  appointed 
in  the  first  instance  ;  and  any  such  surveyors  whose  appoint- 
ment shall  be  so  revoked  shall  receive  no  compensation  for  the 
services  by  them  rendered,  unless  allowed  in  the  order  of  the 
court  revoking  their  appointment." 

The  foregoing  act  of  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-five  sug- 
gests the  following  section  : 

Proceedure  if      Sec.  259.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  every  case  where  the 
:fusror°negi6ct  surveyors   of  the   highway   have    been   or   shall  hereafter  be 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  laying  out,  altering  or  vacating 
any  public  or  private  road,  and  have  heretofore  or  shall  have 


to  act. 
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hereafter   neglected    for   an    unreasonable   time,  or  refuse  to 

perform  or  complete  their  duties  under  such  appointment,  or 

shall  refuse  to  lay  out,  alter  or  vacate  any  Mich  public  or  private 
roads,  the  applicant  or  applicants  may,  upon  giving  five  days' 
notice  in  writing  to  said  surveyors,  or  to  the  major  part  of 
them,  apply  to  the  court  which  made  the  appointment,  where- 
upon the  court  may,  in  a  summary  manner,  investigate  the 
matter,  and  if  such  neglect  or  refusal  shall  he  made  to  appear, 
the  court  may  revoke  the  appointment  of  said  surveyors  and 
appoint  other  surveyors  in  their  places  and  stead,  and  such  last 
mentioned  surveyors  shall  thereupon  proceed  in  all  things  in 
like  manner  as  if  appointed  in  the  first  instance ;  and  any  such 
surveyors  whose  appointment  shall  be  revoked  shall  receive  no 
compensation  for  the  services  by  them  rendered,  unless  allowed 
in  the  order  of  the  court  revoking  their  appointment. 

It  is  impossible  to  present  to  the  Legislature  at  its  present 
session  a  completed  report  based  upon  the  plan  adopted.  As  a 
partial  result  of  the  effort  made  to  "  revise,  simplify,  arrange 
and  consolidate  all  the  general  statutes  of  this  State  applying 
and  relating  to  villages,  towns  and  townships,"  the  following 
new  sections  are  presented  and  recommended  as  a  substitute 
(as  far  as  they  cover  the  field)  for  the  present  legislation  re- 
lating to  townships.  * 

Slight  changes,  corrections  and  modifications  of  the  proposed 
new  sections  found  scattered  throughout  this  report  are,  upon 
a  review,  found  necessary  to  further  dispose  of  such  contra- 
dictions, omissions  and  imperfections  as  appear  in  the  original 
text  of  the  several  acts  relating  to  the  government  of  town- 
ships. After  making  such  changes,  corrections  and  modifica- 
tions, some  of  which  have  been  found  necessary  because  of  the 
passage  of  acts  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  approved 
after  the  subjects  to  which  they  relate  had  been  considered  and 
disposed  of,  together  with  some  additions,  the  result  of  further 
deliberation,  this  report  concludes  with  the  completion  of  the 
seventeenth  division,  viz. :  "  The  Duties  and  Powrers  of  the 
respective  Township  Officers,''  and  resulting  in  the  recommenda- 
tion of  so  much  of  the  proposed  new  act  as  is  hereinafter  set 
out  in  sections. 
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At  the  threshold  of  the  work  of  the  commission  it  was 
learned  upon  inquiry  that  although  the  tenor  of  modern  legis- 
lation is  that  all  matters  relating  to  the  government  of  towns, 
villages  and  townships  shall  be  determined  by  ballot,  in  some 
townships  it  is  still  the  practice  to  vote  moneys  for  certain 
purposes,  and  to  adopt  a  certain  class  of  resolutions  viva  voce 
in  open  "  town  meeting  "  ;  therefore  the  words  "  town  meeting" 
were  regarded  and  retained,  but  upon  further  consideration, 
prompted  by  the  purpose  to  establish  uniformity,  those  words 
have  been  omitted  from  the  revised  sections  with  the  intention 
that  it  shall  be  understood  that  the  election  of  township  officers, 
the  determination  of  what  sums  of  money  and  for  what  pur- 
poses to  be  raised,  as  well  as  all  ether  matters  of  public  interest 
are  to  be  determined  by  ballot.  Hence  the  words  "  town 
meeting  or"  are  eliminated  from  the  revised  sections. 

Other  and  more  important  changes  have  suggested  them- 
selves, resulting  in  the  addition  of  other  sections  than  those 
set  out  in  the  preceding  part  of  this  report,  as  well  as  the 
remodelling  of  some  of  those  set  out,  which  changes  are  clearly 
noticeable.  The  introduction  of  additional  sections  has  neces- 
sitated the  renumbering  of  nearly  all  the  new  sections  presented 
in  bulk,  which  may  give  rise  to  confusion,  to  guard  against 
which,  and  to  account  for  the  material  changes  brought  about 
by  additional  and  remodelled  sections,  the  sections  presented 
are  followed  by  such  explanation  as  is  intended  to  dispel 
confusion. 
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As  a  result  of  the  research  thus  far  regarded  as  complete, 
vet  with  a  consciousness  that  there  is  room  for  criticism,  the 
following  is  presented  and  recommended: 

j^INT    ACT 

INCORPORATING  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  THE 
SEVERAL  TOWNSHIPS  OF  THIS  STATE,  AND 
REGULATING  THEIR  GOVERNMENT  : 

THE    INHABITANTS    OF   THE    TOWNSHIPS   EN   THIS    STATE  CONSTITUTE 
A   BODY    CORPORATE. 

Sec.  1.     Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly 
of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,   That  the  inhabitants  of  each  of  TownshiPSi 
the  several  townships  of  this  State,  be  and  they  are  hereby corporated' 
continued  a  body  politic  and  corporate  in  law,  as  heretofore 
constituted  and  established  by  the  name  of  "  The  Inhabitants 
of  the  Township  of  ,  in  the  county  of 

and  that  the  boundaries  of  the  several  townships  shall  be  and 
remain  as  heretofore,  and  hereafter  may  be  established  by  law. 


PROCESS    AGAINST    TOWNSHIP HOW    SERVED. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  when  any  suit  shall  be  in- 
stituted against  any  township,  a  copy  of  the  summons,  precept 
or  such  other  legal  process  as  may  be  issued  against  the  said 
township,  shall  be  left  with  the  clerk  thereof,  at  least  thirty 
days  before  the  return  day  expressed  in  said  process  ;  and  the 
said  clerk  shall  forthwith  give  notice  to  each  member  of  the 
township  committee  of  the  service  upon  him  of  such  process. 


Process,  how 
served. 


Elections  held 
second   T  u  e  s- 


TOWNSHIP    ELECTIONS WHEN    HELD. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  annual  township 
elections  in  the  several  townships  of  this  State,  for  the 
election  of  township  officers,  shall  be  held  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  March  in  each  and  every  year,  except  in  those  a^d^e^d 
townships  in  counties  in  this  State  wherein  chosen  freeholders IpI|1sday  ° 
are  now,  or  hereafter  may  be  elected  by  assembly  districts,  in 
which  last  mentioned  townships  such  elections  shall  be  held  on 
the  second  Tuesday  of  April. 
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WHERE    HELD. 


„  t   ,    s .       Sec.  4.     And  be  it  enacted,    That   all   township   elections 

To  be  he!3  in  i 

place  and  room  general  or  special  shall  be  held    at   such   place  and  in  such 

provided  by  =  r  * 

clerk.  room    as    may    be    designated    and    provided    by   the   clerk 

of  the  respective  townships  ;  and  in  every  case  in  which  a 
township  has  been  or  hereafter  may  be  divided  into  election 
districts  the  annual  and  special  township  elections  shall  be 
held  within  the  limits  of  such  election  or  polling  districts 
at  such  place  and  in  sucli  room  as  may  be  designated  and 
provided  by  the  clerk  of  the  township  in  which  such  election 
or  polling  district  may  be  located. 

QUALIFICATION    OF    ELECTORS. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  every  person  entitled  to  the 
'  right  of  suffrage  under  the  constitution  of  this  State,  and  who 
actually  resides  in  the  township  or  the  election  district  in 
which  he  claims  a  vote,  and  in  which  he  shall  have  been  duly 
registered,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  any  township  election 
held  in  such  township. 

MODE    OF    VOTING    AT   TOWNSHIP    ELECTIONS. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  annual  or  special  town- 
by  ballot.  ship  elections  shall  be  held  by  ballot,  and  shall  be  conducted 
in  the  manner  hereinafter  prescribed  ;  a  plurality  of  the  votes 
cast  shall  be  sufficient  to  elect  any  officer,  and  for  the  adoption 
of  any  resolution,  but  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast  shall  be 
necessary  to  determiue  any  amount  of  money  required  to  be 
raised  or  specified. 

TIME   OR    HOUR   OF   OPENING   AND   CLOSING   POLLS. 

Sec.  7.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  all  township  elections, 
when  pons  to  D0th  annual  and  special,  the  polls  shall  open  at  six  o'clock 

be  opened  and  r  '  *■  r 

closed.  jn  the  morning  and  close   at  seven   o'clock  in  the  evening, 

and  shall  be  kept  open  during  the  whole  day  of  election, 
between  the  hours  aforesaid  ;  provided,  the  board  of  elec- 
tion may  adjourn  the  proceedings  of  such  election  from  one 
o'clock  until  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  or  for  such  shorter 
time,  between  those  hours,  as  they  shall  deem  fit. 
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HOW    TOWNSHIP    ELECTIONS    SHALL    BE    CONDUCTED. 

Sec.  8.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  hoards  of  registry  and 

i      ,.  .  •  -i  '   •  i     n    Hoards  of  reg- 

election  and  the  registry  or  poll  clerks  appointed,  as  provided  istry  and  eiec- 

ii  liiii  i  ii.        *  i        aoM  '"  con" 

by  law,  to  hold  and  conduct  the  annual  elections  for  members  duct  township 

*    ,  .  .  .  .      elections. 

of  the  general  assembly,  shall  m  their  respective  election  dis- 
tricts hold  and  conduct  the  annual  and  all  other  township 
elections  in  the  manner  hereinafter  prescribed  and  as  provided 
by  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  elections,"  approved 
April  eighteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six, 
and  the  several  supplements  thereto,  as  far  as  the  same  may  be 
applicable. 

HOW  VACANCIES    IN  THE  BOARD    OF  REGISTRY   AND    ELECTION    ARE 
FILLED    ON   THE    DAT   OF    ELECTION. 

Sec.  9.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  at  the  hour  for  opening 
the  polls  on  the  morning  of  the  day  of  any  election  to  be  held    vacancies  in 
under  this  act,  any  one  or  more  of  the  four  members  of  any  ^r0yarandf  reiec- 
board  of  registry  and  election  of  any  election  district  shall  ketloJtobefilled- 
absent  from  the  place  where  such  election  is  appointed  to  be 
held,  or  shall  be  disqualified,  or  being  present,  shall  neglect  or 
refuse   to    serve  as  a  member  of  such  board  of  registry  and 
election,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  legal  voters  then  and  there 
present,  who  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  such  election  in  such 
eletcion  district,  by  a  majority  of  voices  or  on  a  division  by  a 
majority  of  polls,  forthwith  to  choose  one  or  more  of  the  per- 
sons then  and  there  present,  who  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  Persons  chosen 

x  '  to  oe  members 

such  election  in  such  election  district,  to  fill  the  place  or  places  of  tne  board. 
in  such  board  of  the  person  or  persons  so  absent,  disqualified, 
neglecting  or  refusing  to  act,  preserving,  however,  the  non- 
partisan character  of  said  board  of  registry  and  election ;  and 
every  person  so  chosen  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be,  in  all 
respects  for  that  election,  a  member  of  such  board  of  registry  Notatobeen- 
and  election  ;  a  note  of  the  election  of  such  person  or  persons  Pe0riniston   the 
shall  be  entered  on  the  poll  lists,  and  any  member  of  the  board 
of  registry  and  election  may  administer  to  the  person  or  persons 
so  elected  an  oath  or  affirmation  that  he  (or  they)  will  faithfully 
and  impartially  discharge  all  the  duties  required  of  him  (or  ministered? 
them)  by  this  or  any  other  law  of  this  State  in  the  conduct  of 
such  election,  to  the  best  of  his  (or  their)  skill  and  ability. 
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HOW    REGISTRATION   IS    EFFEGTED. 

Sec.  10.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  there  shall  be  no  new 
registration  for  township  elections,   but  the  boards  of  registry 

Certified  copy      &  1  '  i  .        ,        .  i 

of  register  to  be  and  election  shall  procure  and  use  at  township  elections  the 

used  at  Town-  L  r 

snip  elections,  certified  copy  of  the  register  of  voters  filed  with  the  township 
clerk  according  to  law  at  the  last  preceding  election  for  mem- 
bers of  general  assembly ;  said  boards  of  registry  and  election 
and  said  poll  clerks  shall  meet  on  the  Tuesday  next  preceding 
the  day  of  election  at  such  places  within  their  respective  elec- 
tion districts  as  shall  be  selected  or  designated  by  a  majority 
of  the  members  of  said  boards,  at  the  hour  of  seven  o'clock 
in  the  morning  and  remain  in  session  until  nine  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  but  may  take  a  recess  from  one  to  two  o'clock  during 
said  time,  for  the  purpose  of  revising  and  correcting  the  said 
certified  copies  of  the  original  registers,  by  adding  thereto  the 
names  of  all  persons  entitled  to  the  right  of  suffrage  in  that 
election  district  at  the  next  township  election,  who  shall  appear 
in  person  before  them,  or  shall  be  shown  by  the  written  affidavit 
of  some  voter  in  such  election  district  to  be  a  legal  voter 
therein,  or  by  erasing  therefrom  the  name  of  any  person  who, 

Registry  or  poll  after  a  fair  opportunity  to  be  heard,   shall  be  shown  not  to  be 

clerks  to  cause  rr  J 

notice  t0  be  set  entitled  to  vote  therein  by  reason   of  non-residence  or  other- 

up.  •' 

wise ;  and  each  of  the  registry  or  poll  clerks  of  each  election 
district  shall  cause  at  least  three  notices  of  the  time  and  place 
of  such  meeting  to  revise  and  correct  said  register  to  be  con- 
spicuously posted  in  public  places  within  their  respective 
election  districts  at  least  one  week  before  such  meeting ;  no 
copy  or  copies  of  such  revised  or  corrected  registry  need  be 
posted,  nor  any  copy  thereof  transmitted  to  or  filed  with  the 
township  clerk. 

WHAT   TICKETS    OR   BALLOTS    TO    BE   USED. 

Sec.  11.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  tickets  to  be  used  at 

color  of  paper  township  elections  shall  not  be  official,  but  shall  be  furnished 

or  provided  by  candidates  or  other  interested  parties ;  such 

tickets  shall  be  printed  with  black  ink  on  plain  white  paper, 

shall  be  of  uniform  size,  quality  and  type,  and  of  such  thick- 

To  be  without  ness  that  the  printing  thereon  cannot  be  distinguished  from  the 

11 13,1*1  IS 

back  of  the  ballot,  and  without  any  mark,  word,  device  or 
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printing  thereon,  except  the  plain  printing  of  the  name  of  the 
political  party  or  taction  at  its  head,  and  the  Dames  of  the  per- 
sons to  be  voted  for  t< » till  the  offices  to  be  filled  at  that  election, 
and  the  name  of  the  office  in  connection  with  the  person  voted 
for.  together  with  the  amount  or  amount-  of  money  and  the 
purposes  for  which  to  he  raised,  and  such  resolution  or  resolu- 
tions as  may  require  the  approval  of  the  legal  voters;  there 
shall  be  printed  on  each  ticket  the  name  of  hut  one  candidate 
for  each  office  to  be  tilled;  and  if  any  ballot  voted  at  any  town- 
ship election  shall  have  thereon,  either  on  its  face  or  back,  any 
mark,  sign,  designation  or  device  whereby  such  ballot  can  or  to  be  void, 
may  be  thereafter  identified  or  distinguished,  such  ballot  shall 
be  absDlutely  void  and  shall  not  be  counted  or  canvassed  for 
any  name,  amount  of  money  or  any  resolution  thereon;  but  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  voter  at  said  township  elections 
to  erase  from  his  ballot  any  name  or  names,  amount  or  amounts  .  , 

Writing  on  bal- 

of  money  or  resolution  thereon  printed,  and  to  write  or  paste        lots- 

the  name  or  names  of  any  person  or  persons  for  whom  he  may 

desire  to  vote  for  any  office,  the  amount  or  amounts  of  money 

and  the  purposes  for  which  to  be  raise'!  and  Buch  resolution  or 

resolutions  as  he  may  desire  to  vote  for;  the  ink  or  lead  pencil 

to  be  used  in  writing  any  name  or  names,  amount  or  amounts 

of  money  or  resolutions  upon  the  ballots  to  be  black  in  color ; 

and  the  use  of  any  other  colored  ink  or  pencil  shall  invalidate 

the  entire  ballot ;  all  pasters  shall  be  printed  with  black  ink  on     pasters. 

white  paper  and  the  use  of  any  other  style  or  kind  of  paster 

shall  invalidate  the  entire  ballot. 


OFFICIAL  ENVELOPES,  BOOTHS  AND  RAILED  ENCLOSURE  FOR  USE  AT 
TOWNSHIP  ELECTIONS. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  official  envelopes,  booths 
and  a  railed  enclosure  shall  be  provided  and  furnished  as  here-  0^,cialbooths* 
inafter  prescribed  by  the  township  clerk  of  each  township  in1*0' 
this  State  to  the  boards  of  registry  and  election  of  each  election 
district  in  the  township,  and  to  no  other  person  or  persons ; 
the  distribution  and  use  of  such  official  envelopes  shall  be  con- 
fined exclusively  to  the  polling  room  in  the  manner  hereinafter 
provided. 
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MANNER  OF  VOTING. 

Sec.  13.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  manner  of  voting  at 

\  s  ii  o  ft  r  &s 

possible  in  the  township  elections  shall  be,  as  near  as  may  be,  after  the  man- 
manner  direct-  .  '  .         .  ,.  £ 

ed  by  act  of  ner  pointed  out  and  directed  m  section  forty-seven  of  an  act  01 

April    18.    1876,  '  J 

relating  to  eieo- the  legislature  of  this  State  entitled,  "  A  further  supplement  to 
an  act  to  regulate  elections,"   approved  April   eighteenth,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,  which  said  supplement 
was  approved  May  the  twenty-eight,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  ninety ;  that  each  voter  on  entering  the  railed  en- 
fu^sehedt0with closure  within  the  polling  room  shall  be  furnished  by  a  mera- 
op^'and  Retire  uer  °f  the  board  of  election,  to  be  stationed  in  close  proximity 
to  booth.  £0  tjie  entrance  of  said  railed  enclosure,  with  one  and  only  one 

official  envelope ;  having  obtained  such  envelope,  the  voter 
shall  with  the  same  in  his  possession,  without  leaving  said  railed 
enclosure,  retire  alone  to  one  of  [the  booths  or  compartments 
and  enter  the  same,  and  remain  therein  (closing  the  door)  such 
length  of  time,  not  exceeding  five  minutes,  as  to  enable  him  to 
enclose  in  said  official  envelope  the  ballot  he  intends  voting,  in 
such  manner  as  to  conceal  all  printing,  writing  or  pasters  on 
Limit  of  time  said  ballot ;  on  leaving  the  booth  or  compartment  the  voter 

in  booth.  it- 

shall  forthwith  and  before  leaving  said  railed  enclosure  deliver 
his  ballot,  enclosed  as  aforesaid  in  said  envelope,  unsealed,  but 
with  the  flap  thereof  turned  down  so  as  to  conceal  the  ballot 
therein,  to  a  member  of  the  election  board  at  the  ballot  box, 
who  shall  immediately  deposit  the  same  in  the  ballot  box  in 
the  presence  of  the  voter,  after  which  the  voter  shall,  without 
unnecessary  delay,  leave  the  polling  room  ;  no  person  shall  be 
permitted  to  vote  at  any  township  election  until  after  he  shall 
have  received  said  official  envelope  as  in  this  section  provided  ; 
should  any  voter  to  whom  an  official  envelope  has  been  fur- 
nished as  in  this  section  provided,  spoil  or  render  the  same 
unfit  for  use,  he  may  obtain  another  from  the  board  of  election 

Not  to  be  fur-  .      '  J  ...  _        ,  , 

nished  with  on  returning  the  one  so  spoiled  or  unntted  for  use,  but  no  more 

more  than  two    ,  °    . 

official    envei-  than  two  official  envelopes,  one  at  a  time,  shall  be  furnished 

opes.  L      7  ' 

any  voter  at  any  township  election. 

HOW   DISABLED    PERSONS    SHALL    VOTE. 

Sec.  14.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  any  voter  who  declares 
under  oath  or  affirmation  and  establishes  to  the  satisfaction  of 
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all  the  members  of  the  board  of  election  that,  by  reason  of 
blindness  or  other  physical  disability,  he  is  unable  to  enter  &nd SoaFdda&fitty 
remain  in  a  booth  or  compartment  or  to  prepare  his  ballot 
therein  for  voting  as  aforesaid  without  assistance,  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  bring  with  him  to  such  booth  or  compartment  a 
person  of  his  own  selection,  who  may  retire  with  such  disabled 
voter  to  the  booth  or  compattment  and  assist  him  in  the  prepa- 
ration of  his  ballot  and  inclosing  and  folding  the  same  in  said 
envelope  as  the  disabled  voter  shall  direct,  in  order  that  it  nriySonyto\ssist!er" 
be  cast  by  such  disabled  voter  as  his  ballot ;  the  poll  clerks 
shall  make  a  memorandum  on  the  poll  lists  of  every  instance 
when  an  oath  or  affirmation  was  administered  to  a  voter  as 
herein  provided,   stating   briefly  what   facts  wrere  sworn  to  or 

,  ,  Memorandum 

affirmed,  and  the  name  of  the  person  or  persons  who  aided  the  to  be  made  on 

.  po11  list- 

voter  m  preparing  his  ballot ;  no  voter  shall  divulge  to  anyone 

within  the  polling  place  the  name  of  any  candidate  for  whom 
he  intends  to  vote,   nor  shall  he  ask  for  and  receive  the  assist- 
ance of  any  person  within  the  polling  place  in  the  preparation 
of  his  ballot,  except  as   prescribed  in  this  section ;  no  person 
who  assists  a  voter  in  the  preparation   of  his  ballot,  as  herein 
provided,  shall  reveal  to  another  the  name  of  any  candidate  or    Not  t0  reveal 
other  matter  for  whom  the  voter  has   voted,  or  anything  thats°srtedh°peVsoii 
took  place  while  he  was  assisting  such  voter  in  preparing  said  voted 
ballot  for  voting  ;  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  the  case  of  any 
person  intoxicated  or  unable  to  read  and  write. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any 
candidate  at  any  township  election,  or  other  person,  to  deliver  other1  pearso°n 
to  the  board  of  registry  and  election,  the  ballots  of  any  party  batk>ts.urnish 
or  fraction  having  candidates  to  be  voted  for  at  such  township 
election  ;  wdiich  tickets  so  supplied  the  board  of  registry  and 
election  shall  receive  and  cause  to  be  furnished  to  each  voter 
as  he  enters  said  railed  enclosure  and  before  he  enters  any  com- 
partment or  booth,  along  with  the  official  envelope,  at  least  one 
ballot  of  each  party,  organization  or  faction  so  presenting  them 
with  tickets. 

WHAT   BALLOTS   TO   BE   REJECTED. 

Sec.  16.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  on  the  face  or  back  of 
any    envelope   inclosing   any    ballot  at  any  township  election 
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there  shall  be  any  mark,  sign,  designation  or  device  whatsoever, 
Marked  ballots  other  than  is  permitted  by  this  act,  whereby  such  envelope  can 

not  to  be  count-  A  J  '  J  *        . 

ed.  or  may  be  identified  or  distinguished   from   any  other  official 

envelope  used  at  such  township  election,  the  ballot  enclosed  in 
such  envelope  shall  be  absolutely  void  and  not  counted  for  any 
candidate  or  other  matter  mentioned  thereon  ;  no  ballot  cast  at 
any  township  election  shall  be  received  or  counted  unless  the 
same  shall  be  enclosed  in  an  unsealed  official  envelope  in  the 
manner  in  this  act  provided  ;  if  any  ballot  voted  at  any  town- 
ship election  shall  have  thereon,  either  on  its  face  or  back,  any 
mark,  sign,  designation  or  device  whereby  such  ballot  can  or 
may  be  thereafter  identified  or  distinguished,  such  ballots  shall 
be  absolutely  void  and  not  counted  or  canvassed  for  any  name 
or  other  matter  thereon ;  if  on  opening  any  envelope  while  the 
vote  is  being  counted,  it  shall  be  found  to  contain  more  than 
one  ballot,  none  of  the  ballots  contained  therein  shall  be 
counted  for  any  candidate,  and  all  such  ballots  shall  be  returned 
to  the  envelope  wherein  they  were  found,  and  on  the  face  of 
such  envelope  shall  be  written  the  words  "rejected  ballots/' 


HOW    COUNTED    AND    CANVASSED. 

Sec.  IT.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  counting  the  votes 
cast  at  any  township  election,  the  envelopes  containing  the 
ballots  shall  be  opened,  and  the  ballot  shall  then  be  removed 
from  the  envelope  and  the  names  on  the  ballot  counted  and  all 
resolutions  thereon  read  and  recorded  as  now  required  by  law ; 
the  ballot  shall  then,  before  another  envelope  is  opened,  be 
returned  to  the  envelope  wherefrom  it  was  taken,  and  the 
envelope  and  ballot  shall  then  be  numbered  as  one  ticket  and 
strung  as  now  required  by  law ;  at  the  close  of  the  election  all 
unused  and  all  spoiled  and  returned  official  envelopes  shall  be 
tied  up  in  one  package  by  the  board  of  election  and  deposited 
in  the  ballot  box  and  delivered  with  said  ballot  box  to  the 
proper  custodian ;  except  as  herein  otherwise  directed,  the 
boards  of  registry  and  election  in  counting,  canvassing,  certi- 
fying and  returning  the  votes  cast  at  any  township  election 
shall  proceed  as  now  required  by  law. 


,  ope. 
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PENALTIES    FOB    M\i:Kl\'<;    1ULLOT    OR    OFFICIAL    ENVELOPE,    AND 
ELECTIONEERING  WITHIN  THE  POLLING  PLACE  OB  wiillix 
ONE  HUNDRED  FEET  OF  THE  POLLS. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  no  person  shall  do  any 
electioneering  on  any  election  day  within  any  polling  place,  or 

publicly  within  one  hundred  feet  of  any  polling  place;  no  per-  Electioneerin 
son  shall  within  the  polling  room  show  his  ballot  after  it  is  Jjj*? JgJJJjg 
prepared  for  voting  to  any  person  in  such  a   way  as  to  reveal ed- 

the  contents,  uor  shall  any  person  within  the  polling  place  or 
within  a  hundred  feet  thereof  solicit  the  voter  to  show  the 
same;  no  voter  at  any  township  election,  shall  knowingly  vote 
or  offer  to  vote  any  ballot  except  one  inclosed  in  an  official  Nobaiiottobe 
envelope,  as  by  this  act  required;  any  person  violating  any  of  officiate  nPv  ei- 
the  foregoing  provisions  of  this  section  shall  incur  a  penalty  of' 
twenty-five  dollars  for  each  and  every  offence,  to  be  recovered 
by  action  of  tort,  before  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction, 
by  any  person  who,  bona  fide,  shall  bring  suit  therefor  ;  no  voter 
shall  place  or  permit  to  be  placed  any  mark  upon  the  face  or 
back  of  his  ballot  or  official  envelope  by  which  the  ballot  or 
envelope  may  afterwards  be  identified  by  any  person  as  the  one 
voted  by  him ;  whoever  shall  violate  this  last  mentioned  pro- 
vision of  this  section  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor, 
and  on  conviction  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding 
five  hundred  dollars  or  imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  year, 
or  both  at  the  discretion  of  the  court  before  which  conviction 
shall  be  had. 

WHAT  OFFICERS  TO  BE  ELECTED,  AND  THEIR  TERMS  OF  OFFICE. 

Sec.  19.  And.  be  it  enacted,  That  the  persons  qualified  to 
vote  at  township  elections  shall  have  full  power  and  authority 
at  their  respective  annual  township  elections,  to  elect  by 
ballot,  and  by  a  plurality  of  votes  the  following  officers  for  the 
terms  hereinafter  specified : 

Five  township  committeemen  in   all  townships  in  counties 
having  one  hundred  thousand  inhabitants  or  over,  by  the  last 
State  census,  for  the  term  of  one  year ;  provided,  however,  that 
the  legal  voters  of  any  such  township  may  at  any  township  TownsnipCom- 
election,  by  a  majority  of  votes  cast,  pass  a  resolution  directing 


Penalties. 
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that  the  members  of  the  township  committee  shall  thereafter 
be  elected  for  the  term  of  three  years,  which  said  resolution 
shall  be  printed  on  the  same  ballot  as  the  names  of  the  candi- 
dates ;  that  u2)on  the  passage  of  such  resolution  in  any  said 
township,  the  members  elected  therein  for  township  committee 
shall,  at  their  first  meeting,  determine  by  lot  which  two  of 
said  members  shall  hold  office  for  the  term  of  one  year,  which 
other  two  shall  hold  office  for  the  term  of  two  years,  and  which 
other  one  shall  hold  office  for  the  term  of  three  years,  and  the 
respective  members  shall  thereupon  hold  office  for  the  respec- 
tive terms  so  determined,  and  at  each  succeeding  township 
election  thereafter  in  such  township,  the  number  of  new  mem- 
bers of  the  township  committee  to  be  voted  for  and  elected 
shall  be  such  as  to  fill  the  places  or  place  of  the  members  or 
member  whose  term  of  office  shall  expire,  and  such  new  mem- 
bers or  member  shall  be  elected  for  the  term  of  three  years ; 
provided  also  that  the  provisions  of  this  paragraph  shall  not 
apply  to  townships  governed  by  special  charters. 

Three  township  committeemen  in  all  townships  in  counties 
having  less  than  one  hundred  thousand  inhabitants  by  the  last 
State  census. 

One  committeeman  for  one  year,  one  for  two  years  and 
one  for  three  years,  and  at  each  succeeding  township  election 
thereafter,  one  committeeman  shall  be  elected  for  the  full 
term  of  three  years  ;  provided,  however,  that  in  the  several 
townships  aforesaid  in  which  the  said  rotation  of  term  of  office 
shall  have  been  heretofore  established,  but  one  township  com- 
mitteeman shall  be  elected  each  year,  for  the  term  of  three 
years. 

Township  clerk  One  township  clerk  in  all  townships  having  a  population  of 
ten  thousand  inhabitants  according  to  the  last  State  census, 
for  the  term  of  two  years. 

One  township  clerk  in  townships  governed  by  a  special 
charter  for  the  term  of  two  years. 

One  township  clerk  in  all  other  townships  for  the  term  of 
one  year. 

Assessor.  One  assessor  of  taxes  for  the  term  of  three  years. 
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One  collector  or  receiver  of  taxes  in  all  townships  having  a 
population  of  ten   thousand  inhabitants,  according  to  the  last    collector. 
State  census,  for   the  term  of   two  years. 

One  collector  of  taxes  in  townships  governed  by  or  under  a 
special  charter  for  the  term  of  two  years. 

One  collector  of  taxes,  for  the  term  of  three  years,  in  all 
other  townships. 

Three  commissioners  of  appeal  in  the  matters  of  taxation,  SrTppea?.0ner8 
for  the  term  of  one  year. 


One  overseer  of  the  poor,  for  the  term  of  one  year. 

One  or  more  constables,  for  the  term  of  three  years,  in  all 
townships  ;  provided,  however,  that  at  the  first  election  held 
after  the  passage  of  this  act  in  any  township  wherein  it  shall 
be  decided  to  elect  three  constables,  the  ballots  cast  shall 
designate  the  name  of  one  constable  to  hold  the  office  for  the 
term  of  one  year ;  the  name  of  another  for  the  term  of  two 
years  ;  the  name  of  a  third  for  the  term  of  three  years ;  that 
in  townships  wherein  it  shall  be  decided  to  elect  four  con- 
stables, the  ballots  cast  shall  designate  the  names  of  two 
constables  to  hold  their  respective  offices  for  the  term  of 
one  year,  the  name  of  another  for  the  term  of  two  years,  and 
the  name  of  a  fourth  for  the  term  of  three  years ;  that  in  town- 
ships in  which  it  shall  be  decided  to  elect  five  constables,  the 
ballots  cast  shall  designate  the  names  of  two  constables  to  hold 
their  respective  offices  for  the  term  of  one  year,  the  names  of 
two  for  the  term  of  two  years,  and  the  name  of  a  fifth  for  the 
term  of  three  years  ;  that  in  townships  in  which  it  shall  be 
decided  to  elect  six  constables,  the  ballots  cast  shall  designate 
the  names  of  two  constables  to  hold  their  respective  offices  for 
the  term  of  one  year,  the  names  of  two  for  the  term  of  two 
years,  and  the  names  of  two  for  the  term  of  three  years  ;  pro- 
vided, that  in  each  succeeding  township  election  as  many 
constables  may  be  elected  as  there  are  constables  in  said  town- 
ship whose  terms  of  office  shall  have  expired  ;  and  it  is  further 
provided  that  at  the  annual  township  elections  held  after  the 


Overseer  of 
psor. 
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passage  of  this  act,  in  all  townships  in  which  the  rotation  of 
the  term  hereinbefore  provided  for  shall  have  been  estab- 
lished, nothing  in  this  act  shall  interfere  with  the  election 
in  such  township,  at  each  annual  township  election,  of  as 
many  constables  as  there  shall  be  constables  of  such  town- 
ships whose  terms  of  office  expire. 


Poundkeeper.      One  or  more  poundkeepers,  for  the  term  of  one  year. 


One  chosen  freeholder  in  each   township  in  counties  of  the 
holders.       '    third  and  fourth  class,  for  the  term  of  three  years. 

One  chosen  freeholder  in  each  township  in  counties  of  the 
third  and  fourth  classes,  for  the  term  of  three  years ;  provided 
wherever  in  such  counties  the  townships  have  been  divided 
into  three  classes  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  rotation  in 
the  expiration  of  the  terms  of  office  of  chosen  freeholders,  one 
chosen  freeholder  shall  be  elected  each  year  in  those  townships 
in  which  the  term  of  office  of  such  freeholder  shall  in  that 
year  expire. 

One  chosen  freeholder  for  the  term  of  two  years  in  each 
township  in  counties  having  within  their  territorial  limits  a 
population  of  not  less  than  fifty  thousand  nor  more  than 
seventy-five  thousand  inhabitants.* 

Surveyors  of      Two  surveyors  of  the  highways,  for  the  term  of  one  year. 

highways.  J  °  *    *  J 

As  many  justices  of  the  peace  in  each  township  as  the 
several  townships  may  be  constitutionally  entitled  to  elect, 
whose  commissions  shall  bear  date  and  take  effect  on  the  first 
day  of  May  next  after  their  election ;  they  shall  hold  their 
offices  for  the  term  of  five  years,  unless  elected  to  fill  a  vacancy, 
then  for  the  unexpired  term  only ;  that  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  number  of  justices  of  the  peace  which  each  township  is 
entitled  to  elect  at  each  annual  township  election,  the  abstract 
of  the  last  or  any  succeeding  census  taken  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States  or  of  this  State  next  prior  to  such  town- 

*  Chosen  freeholders  in  counties  of  the  first  class  and  in  all  other  counties  having 
seventy -five  thousand  inhabitants  and  upwards  are  elected  by  assembly  districts. 


Justices  of  the 
peace. 


Term  of  office 
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ship  election,  as  published  by  law,  shall  be  conclusive  of  the 
number  of  inhabitants  in  each  township. 

In  all  townships  the  term  of  office  of  all  township  officers 
hereafter  elected  or  appointed  shall  not  extend   beyond   the 
term  for  which  they  were  elected  or  appointed,  and  no  township  not  "to "extend 
officer  shall  be  considered  as  holding  over  after  the  expiration  term  for  which 

r  p  11  elected  or   ap- 

ot  the  term  for  which    lie  may  be  elected  or  appointed,  but  pointed, 
the  office  shall  be  considered  vacant  until  filled  by  his  successor 
in  office.     In  any  township  in  this  State  in  which  a  vacancy 
shall  occur  in  any  township  office,  and  such  vacancy  shall  have 
been  filled  as  prescribed  by  this  act  until  the  next  annual 
township  election,  and  the  term  of  the  office  so  made  vacant 
and  so  filled  extends  for  a  longer  period  of  time  than  the 
next  annual  township  election,  the  inhabitants  of  such  town- 
ship shall,  at  the  said  next  annual  township  election,  proceed  Term  of  office 
to  elect  some  suitable  person  to  fill  such  office  for  the  unex-  poiCtment.  ap~ 
pired  term  only. 

QUALIFICATION    OF    TOWNSHIP    OFFICERS. 

Sec.  20.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  every  person  holding  an 
office  in  any  township  in  this  State,  the  powers  and  duties  of 
which  relate  to  the  government  of  a  township,  shall  possess  to^nshiptl0om- 
the  constitutional  requirements  of  citizenship,  and  shall  reside  cers- 
within  such  township  ;  provided,  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for 
'  any  person  to  be  appointed  to  or  hold  any  office  in  such  town- 
ship who  does  not  possess  the  requisite  qualifications  for  per- 
sonally performing   the  duties   of  such  office  in  cases  where 
I  scientific  engineering  skill  is  necessary  to  the  performance  of 
jthe  duties  thereof;  and  provided  further,  that  nothing  herein 
(  shall  require  any  township  attorney  or  counsel  to  reside  within 
such  township. 

Sec.  21.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  no  member  of  the  town- 
ship committee  in  any  township  in  this  State  shall,  during  the 
.term  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected  or  appointed  such  To  what  office 
j member,  be  eligible  for  election  or  appointment  to  any  office miTtneemenCnot 
]  that  is  now  or  hereafter  may  be  by  law  required  to  be  filled  by  e  gl 
any  such  committee  of  which  he  is  a  a  member ;  provided, 
however,  that  any  member  of  said  township  committee  may 
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be  appointed  to  fill  any  office  required  to  be  held  by  members 
of  such  township  committee. 

THE   MODE    OF    QUALIFYING TOWNSHIP    COMMITTEE. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  every  person  elected  or 
How  to  qualify,  appointed  as  a  member  of  the  township  committee  in  any 
township  in  this  State  shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties  and  within  six  days  after  notice  of  his 
election  or  appointment,  take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath 
or  affirmation : 

I,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and 

swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will,  to  the  best  of  my  ability  and  un- 
Oath.         derstanding,    faithfully,   justly   and  impartially   perform   the 
duties  of  a  member  of  the  township  committee  of  the  town- 
ship of  ,  in  the  county  of 

To  file  same      And  every  such  officer  shall,  within  six  days  after  taking  and 
clerk.  0WDSip  subscribing  said  oath  or   affirmation,  file  with  the  township 
clerk  a  certificate  of  said  oath  or  affirmation. 

TOWNSHIP    CLERK. 

Sec.  23.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  any  person   elected  or 
How  to  qualify,  appointed  as  township  clerk  in  any  township  in  this  State  shall, 
before  he  enters  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office 
and  within  six  days  after  notice  of  his  election,  take  and  sub- 
scribe the  following  oath  or  affirmation  : 


Oath. 


I,  clerk  of  the  township  of  , 

in  the  county  of  ,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely 

promise  and  swear  (or  affirm)  that  1  will  faithfully  and  honestly 
keep  all  the  papers,  writings,  books  and  records  by  virtue  of 
my  office  committed  and  which  from  time  to  time  shall  be 
committed  to  me ;  and  that  I  will  in  all  things  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledge  and  understanding  perform  the  duties  of  said 
office  without  favor  or  partiality. 

■  And  every  such  officer  shall,  within  six  days  after  taking 

when.    n  and  subscribing  said  oath  or  affirmation,  file  in  the  office  of  the 

clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  the  proper  county  a 

certificate  of  said  oath  or  affirmation,  setting  forth  the  date  of 
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the  taking  of  the  same  and  signed  by  the  officer  administering 
the  same  ;  which  oath  or  affirmation  may  be  administered  by 

any  member  of  the  township  committee  of  the  township  in 

which  said  clerk  is  to  serve,  or  before  any  person  authorized  by 
law  to  administer  an  oath. 

TOWNSHIP   ASSESSOR. 

Sec.  24.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  any  person  elected  or 
appointed  as  assessor  of  any  township  in  this  State  shall,  before 
he  enters  npon  the  discharge  of  his  duties  and  within  six  day- 
after  notice  of  his  election  or  appointment,  take  and  subscribe 
the  following  oath  or  affirmation  before  any  person  legally 
authorized  to  administer  an  oath  or  affirmation  : 


Oath. 


I,  ,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise 

and  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  truly,  faithfully,  honestly  and 
impartially  value  and  assess  the  ratable  estates  in  the  township 
of  ,  in  the  count}*  of  ,  and 

that  in  making  snch  valuations  and  assessments  I  will  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge  and  judgment  observe  the  directions  of 
law  respecting  the  same  ;  and  that  I  will  make  a  true  return  of 
all  assessments  made  by  me  to  the  board  of  assessors  at  their 
meeting  recpiired  to  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  September 
of  each  year. 

TOWNSHIP    COLLECTOR. 

Sec.  25.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  any  person  elected  or 
appointed  as  collector  of  taxes  of  any  township  in  this  State Howtoqua  y' 
shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the  duties  of  said  office  and  within 
thirty  days  after  notice  given  of  such  election  or  appointment, 
enter  into  bond  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  township,  in  their 
corporate  name,  with  one  or  more  sufficient  surety  or  sureties, 
being  a  freeholder  or  freeholders  and  resident  within  the  count}' 
in  which  said  township  is  situate,  to  be  approved  by  the  town- 
ship committee  of  said  township,  in  such  sum  as  the  said  town- 
ship committee  shall  direct,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  all  the  duties  of  said  office  of  collector  of  said 
township  according  to  law^  in  the  following  or  like  form : 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  and 

,  all  of  the  county  of  ,  iu  the  State  of  New    0ath- 


us 

Jersey,  are  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  the  inhabitants  of  the 
township  of  ,  in  the  county  of  ,  in 

the  sum  of  dollars,  money  of  the  United  States,  to  be 

paid  to  the  said  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  , 

in  the  county  of  ,  their  successor  or  assigns,  to 

which  payment  well  and  truly  to  be  made,  we  bind  ourselves 
and  each  of  us  for  himself  in  the  whole,  our  and  every  of  our 
heirs,  executors  and  administrators,  firmly  by  these  presents. 

Sealed  with  our  seals  and  dated  the  ^day  of 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  &c. 

The  condition  of  this  obligation  is,  that  whereas  the  above 
was  at  the  last  annual  township  election  of  the  township 
of  elected  (or  was  on  the  day  of 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  &c3  duly  appointed  by  the  township 
committee  of  the  township  of  )  collector  of  taxes 

of  the  township  of  aforesaid,  now,  therefore,  if 

the  said  shall  faithfully  perform  all  the  duties  enjoined 

on  him  as  the  collector  of  taxes  of  said  township,  then  [the 
above  obligation  to  be  void,  otherwise  to  be  and  remain  in  full 
force  and  virtue. 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  the 
presence  of 

"Which  said  bond  shall  forthwith  be  delivered  to  the  clerk 


To  be  filed  with     £  ,  •,  i  . 

township  clerk.  01  tlie  townsilip. 


COMMISSIONERS    OF    APPEAL. 


Sec.  26.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  every  person  elected  or 
Howtoqualify  appointed  as  a  commissioner  of  appeals  in  cases  of  taxation  in 
any  townships  in  this  State  shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the 
discharge  of  his  duties  and  within  six  days  after  notice  of  his 
election  or  appointment,  take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath 
or  affirmation  : 

I,  ,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and 

swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  well  and  faithfully  execute  the 
trust  reposed  in  me  and  perform  my  duty  as  a  commissioner  of 
oath.  appeals  in  cases  of  taxation  for  the  township  of  , 

in  the  county  of  ,  according  to  the  best  of  my 

knowledge  and  understanding  without  favor  or  partiality. 
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And  every  such  officer  shall  within  six  days  after  taking 
and  subscribing   said  oath  or  affirmation  file  with  the  town- To  be  filed  with 

■1.11  •_£?  /•  i  rr*  township  <:l'-rk. 

slap  clerk  a  certificate  of  said  oath  or  affirmation  setting  forth 
the  date  of  the  taking  of  the  same  and  signed  by  the  officer 
administering  the  same. 

OVERSEER    OF    POOR. 

Sec.  27.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  any  person  elected  or„ 

'  J     L  How  to  qualify. 

appointed  as  overseer  of  the  poor  in  any  township  in  this  State 
shall  before  he  enters  upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties  and 
within  six  days  after  notice  of  his  election  or  appointment,  take 
and  subscribe  the  following  oath  or  affirmation  : 

I,  ,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and 

swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  in  all  things  to  the  best  of  my    oath 
knowledge  and  understanding,  well  and  faithfully  execute  the  • 
trust  reposed  in  me  as  an  overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  township 
of  ,  in  the  county  of 

And  every  such  officer  shall  within  six  days  after  taking 
and  subscribing  said  oath  or  affirmation  file  with  the  town- 
ship clerk  a  certificate  of  said  oath  or  affirmation,  setting  forth  TG0wnsWpcierfc 
the  date  of  the  taking  of  the  same  and  signed  by  the  officer 
administering  the  same. 

Sec.  28.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  addition  to  making 
and  subscribing  the  said  oath  or  affirmation  every  such  overseer 
of  the  poor  shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the  duties  of  his  office, 
and  within  thirty  days  after  notice  given  of  such  election  or 
appointment,  enter  into  bond  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  town. 

,  7         .  .  .  .  Give  bond  to  be 

ship,    in  their   corporate   name,  with  one   or   more  sufficient  fl'?d  by  town- 

r '  L  '  ship  clerk. 

surety  or  sureties,  who  shall  be  a  freeholder  or  freeholders  and 
resident  in  the  county  in  which  such  township  is  situate, 
to  be  approved  of  by  the  township  committee  of  said 
township,  and  in  such  sum  as  the  said  township  committee 
shall  direct,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance  of  all  the 
duties  of  said  office  of  overseer  of  the  poor  of  said  township 
according  to  law,  which  said  bond  shall  forthwith  be  delivered 
to  the  clerk  of  the  township  ;  and  shall  be  in  the  following  or 
like  form  : 
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Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we 

Form  of  bond.  am|  ?  a]J  Qf  t]ie  township  of  ,  in 

the  county  of  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  are 

held  and  firmly  bound  unto  the  inhabitants  of  the  township  of 

in  the  county  aforesaid,  in  the  sum  of 
dollars,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  to  be  paid  to  the 
said  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  in  the  county 

aforesaid,  their  successors  or  assigns,  to  which  payment  well 
and  truly  be  made,  we  bind  ourselves  and  each  of  us  for  him- 
self in  the  whole,  our  and  every  of  our  heirs,  executors  and 
administrators,  firmly  by  these  presents. 

Sealed  with  our  seals  and  dated  the  day  of 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  &c. 
The  condition  of  the  above  obligation  is,  that  whereas  the 
above  bounden  was  at  the  last  annual  township 

election  of  the  township  of  elected  (or  was  on  the 

day  of  ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  &c*3 

duly  appointed  by  the  township  committee  of  the  township 
of  ),  overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  township  of 

aforesaid,  now,  therefore,  if  the  said 
shall  faithfully  perform  all  the  duties  of  his  said  office  accord- 
ing to  law,  then  the  above  obligation  shall  be  void,  otherwise 
to  be  and  remain  in  full  force. 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  ) 
in  the  presence  of  \ 

CONSTABLE. 

Sec.  29.      And  be  it  enacted,  That  any  person  elected  or 

How  to  qualify,  appointed  as  a  constable  in  any  township  in   this  State  shall, 

before  he  enters  upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties  and  within 

six  days  after  notice  of  his  election  or  appointment,  take  and 

subscribe  the  following  oath  or  affirmation  : 

I,  ,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and 

Oath.  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  well  and  truly  serve  the  State  of 

New  Jersey  in  the  office  of  constable  for  the  township  of 

,  in  the  county  of  ;  that  I  will  honestly 

and  impartially  summon,  ernpannel  and  return  good  and  lawful 
men  for  juries,  able  and  sufficient  and  not  suspected  or  pro- 
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cured,  as  is  or  shall  be  directed  by  law;  that  I  will  to  the  ut- 
most of  my  power,  faithfully  and  withoul  delay,  execute  all 
writs,  precepts,  processes,  warrants  and  executions  to  me  di- 
rected, and  which  shall  come  to  my  hands  and  truly  return  the 
same  ;  that  in  the  exercise  of  my  office  I  will  do  no  wrong  to 
any,  but  will  do  right  to  all,  and  take  none  but  lawful  fees; 
that  I  will  truly,  diligently  and  honestly,  without  fraud,  deceit, 
oppression,  favor  or  partiality  do,  execute  and  perform  all 
services,  acts  and  duties  of  my  said  office  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge,  judgment  and  ability. 

Sec.  30.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  addition  to  making 
and  subscribing  the  oath  or  affirmation  required  in  the  f ore-  Enter  jn  bond 
going  section,  every  such  constable  shall,  before  he  enters  upon 
the  execution  of  his  office,  and  within  thirty  days  after  notice 
of  his  election  or  appointment,  enter  into  a  bond  to  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  township,  in  their  corporate  name,  with  one  or 
more  sureties,  to  be  approved  of  by  the  said  committee,  in  such 
sum  as  the  said  committee  shall  direct,  conditioned  for  the 
true  and  faithful  perfo-mance  of  all  the  duties  of  his  said 
office  as  constable  in  the  following  or  like  form : 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  and 

,  all  of  the  township  of  ,  in  the  county  of 

,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  are  held  and  firmly 
bound  unto  the  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  ,  in  Form  of  ^nd. 

the  county  of  ,  in  the  sum  of  dollars, 

money  of  the  United  States,  to  be  paid  to  the  said  inhabitants 
of  the  township  of  ,  in  the  county  of  , 

their  successors  or  assigns,  to  which  payment  well  and  truly  to 
be  made,  we  bind  ourselves  and  each  of  us  for  himself  in  the 
whole,  our  and  every  of  our  heirs,  executors  and  administra- 
tors, firmly  by  these  presents. 

Sealed  with  our  seals,  and  dated  the  day  of 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  &c. 

The  condition  of  this  obligation  is,  that  whereas  the  above 
named  was  at  the  last  annual  township  election  of  the  township 
of  ,  elected  a  constable  of  said  township ;  now, 

therefore,  if  the  said  shall  truly  and  faithfully  perform 
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all  the  duties  enjoined  on  him  as  a  constable  of  said  township, 
then  the  above  obligation  to  be  void,  otherwise  to  be  and  re- 
main in  full  force  and  virtue. 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in 
the  presence  of 
To  be  filed  with     Which  said  bond  shall  be  forthwith  delivered  to  the  clerk  of 

township  clerk.  , ,       ,  ,  . 

the  township. 

SURVEYORS    OF    HIGHWAYS. 

Sec.  31.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  every  person  elected  or 
How  to  qualify,  appointed  as  a  surveyor  of  the  highways  in  any  township  in 
this  State  shall,  before  he  enters*"  upon  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  and  within  six  days  after  notice  of  his  election  or  ap- 
pointment, take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath  or  affirma- 
mation  : 

I,  ,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and 

oath.  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  in  all  things  to  the  best  of  my 

knowledge  and  understanding  well,  justly  and  faithfully  exe- 
cute the  office  of  a  surveyor  of  highways  without  favor  or 
partiality. 

And  every  such  officer  shall  within  twenty  days  after  taking 

To  file  with  and  subscribing  said  oath  or  affirmation  file  with  the  clerk  of 

of  common  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  county  in  which  he  shall 

pleas,  and  copy  ._  .       .  .  ,  ^ 

with  township  reside  a  certificate  of  said  oath  or  affirmation,  setting  forth  tiie 

clerk. 

date  of  taking  the  same  and  signed  by  the  officer  administer- 
ing the  same  ;  and  he  shall  also  file  within  the  said  time  a  copy 
of  said  oath  or  affirmation  so  certified  Math  the  clerk  of  the 
township  in  which  he  shall  have  been  elected  or  appointed. 

BEFORE    WHOM    TO    TAKE    OATH. 

Sec.  32.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  township  officers 
elected  or  appointed  in  any  township  in  this  State  who  are 
Before  whom  required  by  law  to  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation, 
to  take  oath.  Defore  entering  upon  the  duties  of  office,  shall  take  and 
subscribe  their  several  oaths  or  affirmations  before  the 
township  clerk,  who  is  hereby  authorized  to  take  the  same,  or 
any  other  person  authorized  by  the  laws  of  this  State  to  ad- 
minister oaths   and   affirmations  ;  and  if   any  such    officer  or 
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officers  shall  not  take  or  subscribe  the  oath  or  affirmation  of 

office  required  by  this  act  within  the  time  prescribed  by  this   what  deemed 

*■  J  i  j  refusal  to  serve 

act,  and  shall  not  tile  a  certificate  of  the  same  with  the  town- 
ship clerk  within  the  time  required  by  this  act,  such  neglect 
shall  be  deemed  and  taken  as  a  refusal  to  serve  in  said  office  ; 
and  if  any  officer  or  officers  of  any  township  in  this  State,  who 
are  required  by  this  act  to  enter  into  bond  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  township  with  sufficient  sureties  for  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  their  duties,  shall  fail  to  execute  and  deliver  such 
bond  within  the  time  limited  by  this  act,  such  neglect  shall  be 
deemed  a  refusal  to  serve  in  such  office. 

DISPOSITION    OF    EVIDENCES    OF    QUALIFICATION. 

Sec.  33.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  township  clerks  of 
the  several  townships  of  this  State  shall  file  in  their  respective shawme? 
offices  the  certificate  of  the  oaths  and  affirmations  of  office 
transmitted  and  delivered  to  them  by  the  several  officers  of 
said  townships  required  by  this  act  to  be  filed  with  the  town- 
ship clerk ;  the  copies  of  the  certificates  of  the  oaths  and  affir- 
mations of  office  of  the  surveyors  of  the  highways  required  by 
this  act  to  be  filed ;  and  the  said  township  clerks  are  also  re- 
quired to  file  and  record  the  bonds  of  the  several  officers  deliv- 
ered and  transmitted  to  them  as  directed  by  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  where  said  bonds  shall  remain  of  record ;  and  if  the 
township  committee  of  any  township  shall  so  direct  the  said 
bonds,  and  all  other  bonds  of  township  officials  elected  or  ap- 
pointed, shall  be  acknowledged  as  proofs  of  deeds  are  required 
to  be  acknowledged,  which  bonds  so  acknowledged  together 
with  the  acknowledgment  and  proof  of  the  execution  of  the 
same  shall  be  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  county 
in  which  such  township  is  situate  in  a  book  labelled  "  Public    official  bonds 

to  b©  recorded 

Officers'  Bonds,"  which  book  shall  be  provided  by  him  at  the  in  certain  cases 
expense  of  the  county,  and  shall  be  indexed  in   the  names  of 
the  officers  and  their  sureties  and  of  the  corporation  to  which 
the  bonds  are  respectively  given. 

Sec.  31.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  township  officers  who 
are  required  by  this  act  to  enter  into  bond  with  sureties  for  the  renewed. t0  be 
faithful  performance  of  their  duties  and  whose  term  of  office 
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exceeds  one  year,  shall  within  thirty  days  after  the  expiration 

of  each  year  of  their  term  of  office  renew  their  bonds,  and 

if  not  renewed,  shall  file  the  same  forthwith  with   the  township  clerk  ;  and  if 

office  vacant.  ^  . 

any  snch  officer  or  officers  shall  neglect  or  refuse  so  to  do  with- 
in the  time  hereby  limited,  such  office  or  offices  shall  become 
vacant  and  shall  be  filled  as  vacancies  in  township  offices  are 
directed  by  the  provisions  of  this  act  to  be  filled. 

WHAT    CONSTITUTES    A   VACANCY   IN    OFFICE. 

Sec.  35.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  in  any  township 
of  this  State  the  inhabitants  of  such  township  shall  neglect  at 
their  annual  township  election  to  choose  any  of  the  officers 
directed  by  this  act  to  be  chosen,  or  if  any  officer  so  chosen 
shall  refuse  to  serve  or  fail  to  qualify  as  required  by  this  act, 
or  shall  tender  his  resignation  of  such  office,  or  shall  die,  or  re- 
move out  of  the  said  townshijj,  and  shall  no  longer  be  a  bona 
fide  resident  therein,  or  become  incapable  of  serving  before  the 
next  annual  township  election,  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
township  committee  to  accept  s'uch  resignation,  or  to  declare 
such  office  vacant,  or  both ;  which  declaration  together  with 
the  reason  or  reasons  for  the  same  shall  be  recorded  by  the 
township  clerk  in  the  town  book  ;  and  from  the  time  of  such 
removal  or  resignation  or  declaration  as  aforesaid  such  officer 
shall  not  exercise  any  of  the  duties  of  the  office  so  made  vacant. 

HOW    VACANCIES    TO    BE    FILLED. 

Sec.  36.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  in  any  township 
Appointment,  of  this  State  a  vacancy  in  any  office  shall  arise  or  any  office  has 
been  declared  vacant  by  the  township  committee,  the  said  commit- 
tee shall  by  writing,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  appoint  a  person 
to  fill  such  vacancy  until  the  next  annual  township  election  ; 
which  said  writing  shall  be  recorded  by  the  township  clerk  in 
the  town  book. 

Sec.  37.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  upon  the  appointment  of 
any  person  by  the  township  committee  of  any  township  of  this 
poh]°tment.f  ap"  State  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  any  township  office,  existing  or  arising 
from  any  cause  whatever,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  com- 
mittee to  direct  the  township  clerk  to  give  personal  notice  in 
writing,  to  be  left  at  the  place  of  abode  of  the  person  so  ap- 
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pointed,    of    his   appointment,    within    five   days  after  6uch 
appointment,  and  also  within  the  same  time  transmit  a  copy  °fao^iJKineXto 
the  resolution  or  action  of  said  committee  making  snch  appoint- Jjj^11^  JJ** 
ment    to   the   clerk   of   the   court    of    common    pleas   of  the,|'),lea£ommon 
county  in   which   said  township  is  situate,  which  officer  so  as 
aforesaid  appointed   and  notified  shall,  before  entering   upon 
the   duties  of  the  office  to  which   the  appointment  is  made, 
qualify  in  the  same  manner  as  if   he   had    been  elected  to  such 
office. 

ORGANIZATION    OF    THE    TOWNSHIP    COMMITTEE. 

Sec.  38.     And   bo   it   enacted,  That   the   dulv   elected   and 

-,.n  ,  ci  l  •  •  When  to  meet 

( I  nan  tied  members  of   the  township  committee  of  the  several  and  how  to  or- 

•  , .  gaoize. 

township.-,  pf  this  State  shall  on  the  Monday  next  succeeding  the 
annual  township  election,  when  their  respective  term  of  office 
shall  begin,  convene  at  the  hour  of  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon, 
at  some  convenient  place  within  their  respective  township- 
designated  by  a  majority  of  them,  and  appoint  one  of  their 
number  to  be  chairman  of  said  committee,  and  one  of  their 
number,  or  the  collector  of  the  township  to  be  treasurer  there- 
of ;  the  chairman  of  the  said  committee  shall  preside  at  all  the 
meetings  thereof,  and  the  clerk  of  the  township  shall  act  as 
clerk  of  said  committee  and  keep  a  record  of  their  proceedings, 
and  record  the  same  in  the  town  book.  A  majority  of  said  com- 
mittee present  at  any  meeting  of  said  committee  shall  decide 
all  questions  presented  to  them. 

Sec.  39.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  township  committee 
of  each  township  after  being  organized  as  provided  in  the  last  m^e|fj™onthly 
preceding  section  of  this  act,  and  at  their  annual  meeting,  in 
said  section  provided  for,  shall  designate  some  place  within 
their  respective  townships  at  which  the  said  committee  shall 
convene  at  the  hour  of  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  last 
Tuesday  of  each  month,  for  the  transaction  of  any  business 
within  the  scope  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  that  may  be  pre- 
sented to  them. 

TOWNSHIP    TREASURES. 

Sec.  40.     And  be  it   enacted,  That  the  township  treasurer    custodian  of 

.  i  i-  r     ,i      township  funds 

upon  being   duly    appointed,    shall   be   the  custodian  of   the 
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moneys  of  such  township,  and  all  moneys  which  the  said  com- 
countetodtown*. imttee  are  D7  law  authorized  to  receive  and  disburse  shall  be 
ship  commit- paid  to  him,  and  shall  be  held  by  him  subject  to  the  order  of 
said  committee,  and  paid  out  by  him  on  their  order ;  and  he 
shall,  whenever  required,  and  at  the  close  of  his  term  of  office, 
render  an  itemized  account  to  the  said  committee  of  the  moneys 
received  by  him  as  such  treasurer,  pay  over  on  demand  the  bal- 
ance in  his  hands  unexpended,  and  deliver  all  books,  papers 
and  vouchers  relating  to  his  office,  to  such  person  as  may  be 
appointed  to  succeed  him  ;  and  such  treasurer,  before  entering 
into  the  duties  of  his  office,  shall  execute  a  bond  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  such  township  in  such  sum,  and  with  such  sureties  as 
the  majority  of  the  said  committee  shall  approve,  conditional 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  all  the  duties  of  his  office,  and 
.  for  the  payment  by  him,  on  demand,  to  his  successor  in  office, 

of  such  moneys  not  paid  out  on  the  order  of  said  committee, 
and  remaining  in  his  hands ;  and  upon  the  further  condition 
that  such  treasurer  shall,  when  called  upon  by  the  said  com- 
mittee, and  at  the  close  of  his  term  of  office,  render  to  the 
said  committee  a  just,  true  and  itemized  account  of  all  moneys 
received  and  paid  out  by  him  as  aforesaid ;  which  bond  having 
been  first  approved  by  the  said  township  committee,  and  such 
approval  indorsed  on  said  bond,  shall  be  filed  by  the  township 
clerk  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
of  the  county  in  which  such  township  is. 

Sec.  41.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  in  all  cases  when  money 
raised  by  taxation  remains  in  the  hands  of  any  person  or  per- 
sons unexpended,  and  the  same  cannot  for  any  reason  be  legally 
applied  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  raised,  and  in  all  cases 
in  which  money  so  raised  is  held  in  trust  for  the  township,  and 
balance^611  e  is  not  needed  and  cannot  be  lawfully  used  lor  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  raised,  each  and  every  person  or  persons  holding 
such  moneys,  shall  on  demand  made  by  the  treasurer  by  direc- 
tion of  the  township  committee,  pay  the  same  to  the  treasurer 
of  the  township  committee,  and  said  treasurer  in  case  of  refusal 
is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  sue  for  the  same  in  his 
own  name  as  treasurer,  in  any  court  having  jurisdiction  thereof, 
to  and  for  the  use  of  said  township  ;  and  the  said  treasurer 
upon  receiving  the  same  shall  hold  the   moneys  so  received 
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subject  to  the  order  of  said  committee,  and  the  committee  may 
appropriate  and  use  the  same  for  legal  purposes,  for  the  benefit 
of  said  township. 

Sec.  42.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  any  township  existing 
under  and  governed  by  a  charter  or  other  special  act  of  incor.mayBbe  t™asr 
poration,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  township  committee  to  ap-  townships.1"  a 
point  or  elect  any  legal  voter  to  be  treasurer  of  such  township. 

Sec.  43.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  an  unexpended 
balance  of  money  remains  in  the  treasury  of  any  township  after 
the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  m  which  such  money  was  granted  Disposition  of 
and  raised,  and  whenever  any  unappropriated  sum  or  sums  of  balanci! e  nded 
money  remain  on  hand,  whether  derived  from  surplus  tax  re- 
ceipt, from  interest,  from  penalties,  from  rents,  from  licenses, 
or  from  any  other  source  of  income  or  receipt  whatever,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  township  committee  of  said  township,  by 
resolution  duly  recorded  in  their  minutes,  to  appropriate  such 
unappropriated  surplus,  from  time  to  time,  to  any  purpose  of 
public  expenditure  which  is  or  may  be  recognized  by  the  laws 
of  this  State  as  a  lawful  purpose  for  which  moneys  may  be 
granted,  raised  and  expended  in  townships,  whether  an  appro- 
priation has  already  been  voted  or  not  by  the  inhabitants  of 
said  township  or  of  ber  authorized  authority  for  said  purpose, 
and  whether  the  appropriation  so  voted  has  been  expended  or 
not. 

Sec.  44.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for 
the  said  township  committee  to  pay  out  or  disburse  or  direct    „ 

t  L    •'  %  Bills    to     be 

the  treasurer  of  the  township  to  pay  out  or  disburse  any  of  sworn  to. 
the  moneys  of  the  said  townships  to  any  person,  unless  the 
person  claiming  or  receiving  said  moneys  shall  first  present  to 
the  party  or  parties  paying  any  such  moneys,  a  detailed  bill  of 
items  or  demand,  and  specifying  particularly  how  such  bill  or 
demand  is  made  up,  and  the  dates  and  names  of  the  persons  to 
whom  the  amounts  composing  such  bill  or  demand  were  sever- 
ally paid,  with  the  affidavit  of  the  party  claiming  payment  of 
said  bill  or  demand,  that  the  same  is  correct,  and  any  disburs- 
ing officer  is  authorized  to  take  said  affidavit. 
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Sec.  45.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  township  committees 

of  the  several  townships  of  this  State  shall  have  authority,  and 

Township  com-  [^  j8  liereDy  rendered  their  duty  to  examine  the  accounts  and 

mittee   to    ex-  J  J 

amine  the  ac-  vouchers  of  the  township  officers,  cause  a  statement  of  the  same 

counts   and  t 

towBshiPerSom-to  be  published  by  the  township  clerk  as  hereinafter  provided, 

cers-  and  to  superintend  the  expenditure  of  any  moneys  raised  by 

tax  or  otherwise  for  the  use  of  the  township,  or  which  may 

arise  from  the  balance  of  the  accounts  of  any  of  the  township 

officers. 

Sec.  46.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  township  committee  of 
the  several  townships  of  this  State  shall  meet  at  their  usual  places 
of  meeting  in  their  respective  townships,  on  the  third  Tuesday 
in  August  of  each  year,  for  the  purpose  of  examining,  revising 

Township  com-  &  .  J         '  ,  ,  -i  •    i      i 

mittee  to  revise  and  correcting  the  duplicate  of  assessment  of  taxes,  which  cm- 
assessors  du-  ,  i  j 
plicate.            plicate  shall  be  laid  before  them  by  the  township  collector ;  and 

if  they  have  reason  to  believe  that  any  individual  or  corpora- 
tion has  been  assessed  at  too  low  a  rate,  or  omitted  to  have 
been  assessed  as  required  by  this  act,  they  shall  thereupon 
authorize  and  require  the  township  collector  to  notify  the  said 
individual  or  corporation  that  complaint  will  be  made  to  (.lie 
commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation,  and  the  said  com- 
mittee shall  have  power  to  adjourn  from  time  to  time,  as  they 
may  deem  expedient  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  the  duties 
required  of  them ,  provided  the  said  examination,  revision 
and  correction  shall  be  made  and  completed  on  or  before  the 
last  Saturday  of  August  of  each  year ;  and  any  member  of  said 
May  issue  sub-  committee  shall  have  power  to  issue  subpoenas  to  bring  before 

pcenas  for  wit-  ...  -l-ir 

ness.  said  meetings  herein   provided  for,  persons  and  papers  to  be 

examined  in  relation  to  said  assessments. 

Sec.  47.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  any  township 

mitteebto  form  °^  tms  State  contains  more  than  six  hundred  voters,  it  shall  be 

trictst:ion  dis"the  duty  of  the  township  committee  of  such  township  to  divide 

such    township  into   election    or   polling   districts  so  that  no 

election  or  polling  district  shall  contain  more  than  six  hundred 

voters. 

Sec.  48.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  in  a  township 

ibid.  not  divided  into  wards,  it  shall  appear  that  two  hundred  or 

more  voters  in  any  one  section  of  such  township  have  to  travel 
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a  distance  of  four  miles  or  mora  to  vote,  an  additional  polling 
place  shall  l>e  established  by  the  township  committee  in  such 
section. 

Sec.  49.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  in  any  township   iwd. 
containing  more   than  five  hundred  voters  and  having  bnt  one 

polling  place,  and  where  some  of  the  voters  have  to  travel  a 
distance  of  four  miles  or  more  to  vote,  an  additional  polling 
place  shall  be  established  by  the  township  committee  in  such 

township. 


Ibid. 


Sec.  50.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  where  in  any  township,  a 
part  of  its  inhabited  territory  is  separated  from  the  mainland 
or  other  inhabited  part  thereof,  by  at  least  three  miles  of  bay 
and  marsh,  across  which  there  is  no  road,  two  election  districts 
shall  be  established  therein  by  the  township  committee  so  that 
at  least  one  polling  place  shall  be  on  each  side  of  the  bay 
or  marsh. 

Sec.  51.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  when  any  township  com- 
mittee shall  have  established  election  or  polling  districts  as  pro- Townshjp  com_ 
vided   by   this    act,    such    township   committee    are   fu rt her  Ascription  Sof 
required  to  file  a  description  of  the  boundaries  of  the  district e°™  t ion dte- 
within  which  each  polling  place  is  situate,  one  copy  thereof  in  notice  fnereoff 
the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common   Pleas  of  the 
county  in  which  such  township  is  situate,  and  one  copy  with 
the  township  clerk  thereof  ;  and  said  committee  shall  immedi- 
ately give  notice  of  the  establishment  of  such  election  district 
or  polling  place  to  the  county  board  of  registiation  and  election, 
who  shall  appoint  for  said  polling  place  or  election  district  in 
time  for  the  next  election  and  registration,  a  board  of  registry 
and  election  according  to  law  :  and  in  case  it  may  be  necessary 
to  afterwards  change  the  boundaries  of  such  district  or  districts 
such  change  shall  be  effected  upon  the  basis  and  in  the  manner 
in  this  aet  prescribed. 

Sec.  52.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  dutv  of  the 

,  .  .  ,,     ,  i     .  i  .  ,    ,,  .      n.  To  sue  for  and 

township  committee  ol  the  several  townships  ot   tnis  btaie  to  defend  the 
prosecute  and  defend  all  and  any  suits  or  proceedings  at  law  ortowLsnip. 
equity  necessary  to  protect,  defend  and  secure  the  rights  of  the 
township,  to  prosecute  to  effect  actions  and  suits  for  the  re- 
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covery  of  penalties  arising  from  the  violation  of  all  ordinances, 
and  for  the  recovery  of  all  other  penalties  and  forfeitures  by 
this  act  provided  for,  except  as  herein  otherwise  provided ; 
such  suits  or  proceedings  to  be  brought  and  prosecuted  in  the 
corporate  name  of  the  township,  to  wit :  "  The  Inhabitants 
of  the  Township  of  in  the  County  of  ," 

and  from  time  to  time  make  necessary  appropriations  from  the 
funds  of  the  township  for  such  purposes. 

TO    HAVE    CHARGE   OF   PUBLIC    ROADS     AND    APPOINT   SUPERINTEN- 
DENTS   OF    THE    SAME. 

mZeftoha^e     Sec-  53-     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  township  committee 
roadsVa^d  ap- °"^  eacn  township  shall  have  the  full  supervision,  management 
?e°ndentsUpenn" and  control  of  the  making  and  repairing  of  all  roads  in  said 
township,  and  may  make  and  repair  the  same  by  hire  or  by 
contract,  and  for  that  purpose  may  annually  appoint  a  compe- 
tent person  or  persons  to  superintend  the  making  and  repairing 
of  all  roads,  the  removal  of  all  improperly  loose  stones,  all  sticks, 
broken  glass,  tinware,  wooden  or  iron  hoops,  and  all  rubbish 
whatsoever  from  the  same,  and  the  cutting  of  all  briars  and 
weeds  from  the  same  ;  which  superintendent  or  superintendents 
so  appointed  shall  hold  his  or  their  position  at  the  pleasure  of 
the   township   committee ;  and   said   committee   may  procure 
machinery,  implements,  stone,  gravel  and  other  material,  hire 
laborers  and  teams  necessary  and  proper  for  making  and  repair- 
Procure  ma-™§  au  roa(ls  aforesaid  ;  and  may  have  power  to  purchase  gravel 
material  and pits  and  stone  quarries  and  take  title  to  the  same  in  the  name 
of  the  township  ;  and  said  committee  shall  have  power  to  direct 
and  divert  surface  water  and  water  courses,  and  remove  dirt 
from  one  portion  of  or  place  in  a  road  to  another  when  in  their 
discretion  the  same  wrill  facilitate  the  making  or  repairing  of 
roads ;  provided,  that  nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  construed 
to  repeal  or  in  anywise  affect  the  act  constituting  "  Essex  public 
road  board,"  approved  March  thirty-first,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-nine,  or  any  supplement  thereto,  or  any  act 
amendatory  thereto,  or  relating  or  applicable  thereto,  or  any 
act  in  relation  to  turnpike  roads,  or  any  act  which  has  been  or 
may  be  passed  to  enable  boards  of  chosen  freeholders  to  acquire, 
improve  or  maintain  public  roads. 


Penalty. 
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Sec.  54.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  township  committee 
of  any  township,  their  superintendent  or  superintendents  or  T° ke*p open 
other  persons  by  their  order,  may  enter  on  lands  adjacent  to 
highways  and  cut,  make,  BCoar  out,  cleanse  and  keep  open  sneh 
gutters,  drains  and  ditches  therein  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  con- 
vey or  draw  off  the  water  from  any  public  highway  with  the 
least  disadvantage  to  the  owner  of  the  said  land  ;  and  the  owner 
and  every  other  person,  except  the  members  of  the  township  notToCcioseland 
committee  or  their  superintendent  or  superintendents  of  roads, 
or  other  person  or  persons  by  their  order,  is  hereby  prohibited 
from  filling  up,  stopping  or  obstructing  such  gutter,  drain  or 
ditch,  under  the  penalty  of  eight  dollars  for  every  offence,  to 
be  recovered  by  action  upon  contract,  with  costs,  by  the  said 
township  committee  or  any  member  thereof,  in  any  court 
having  cognizance  of  that  sum,  and  applied  to  the  working  and 
repairing  of  the  said  highways. 

Sec.  55.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  township  committee 
of  the  several  townships  of  this  State  shall  have  power  to  cause  To  remove  en- 
all  roads  within  their  respective  townships  to  be  opened  to  their  croachments- 
full  width,  and  all  encroachments  thereon  to  be  removed  ;  and 
when  notified  in  writing  to  define  the  lines  of  a  public  road  or 
highway  by  a  member  of  the  board  of  chosen  freeholders  or  by 
any  other  person  or  persons  resident  in  the  township  in  which 
such  public  road  or  highway  is  situate,  conceiving  himself  or 
themselves  aggrieved,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  committee 
immediately  to  do  so ;  and  if  it  be  doubtful  to  said  committee 

where  the  true  lines  of  said  public  road  or  highway  are,  or  what  To  define  lines 

r  .  .  of  public  high- 

person  has  narrowed  or  encroached  upon  said  public  road  or  ways. 

highway,  then  such  township  committee  shall  apply  to  any  two 
justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  and  the  surveyors  of  the 
highways  of  the  township  in  and  through  which  such  highway 
runs,  who,  or  a  majority  of  them,  are  hereby  authorized  and 
directed  to  determine  the  same  in  writing  under  their  hands? 
and  thereupon  the  said  township  committee  or  their  superin- 
tendent or  superintendents  shall  proceed  to  open  the  said  high- 
way agreeable  to  such  determination  ;  and  if  it  be  doubtful  to  proceedings  in 
said  justices  and  surveyors,  or  a  majority  of  them,  which  of  the  certainty, 
proprietors  or  possessors  of  the  adjacent  lands  have  so  narrowed 
or  encroached  on  the  said  public  road  or  highway,  then  it  shall 


To  remove 
snow  where 
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be  the  duty  of  the  said  justices  and  surveyors,  or  a  majority  of 
them,  to  direct  in  writing,  under  their  hands,  the  said  township 
committee  or  their  superintendent  or  superintendents  to  open 
such  highway  equally  on  each,  which  order  the  said  committee 
or  their  superintendent  or  superintendents,  by  the  order  of 
said  committee,  shall  forthwith  carry  into  effect,  and  the  neces- 
sary and  reasonable  expenses  of  the  proceedings  had  by  virtue 
of  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  funds 
of  the  township. 

Sec.  56.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
township  committee,  or  the  superintendent  or  superintendents  of 
aded. 1S  !  roads  appointed  by  them,  in  case  the  public  roads  in  any  town- 
ship of  this  State  become  blockaded  with  snow  so  as  to  become 
impassable  for  horses  and  wagons  or  sleighs,  to  remove  the  snow 
as  soon  as  practicable  so  as  to  make  them  passable  ;  but  in  case 
the  drifts  or  banks  of  snow  are  so  great  in  the  roads  as  to  make 
it  impracticable  to  remove  them  in  all  places,  on  account  of  time 
and  the  expense  it  would  incur,  the  said  committee  or  the  sup- 
erintendent or  superintendents  appointed  by  them  shall  have 
full  power  to  enter  on  private  property  and  to  remove  such 
fences  as  may  be  necessary  to  make  a  passageway  for  the  pub- 
lic, and  no  person  shall  close  up  such  passage  ways  until  the 
public  roads  become  passable ;  provided  in  all  cases  that  the 
To  removeowner  °f  tne  property  so  used  by  the  public  shall  oe  entitled  to 
f m  p6ract^awe  compensation  for  the  actual  damage  done  to  his  property  by 
to-remove  snow  reason  of  the  passageway,  the  amount  of  damage  to  be  deter- 
mined by  appraisers,  one  of  which  shall  be  chosen  by  the  owner 
and  the  other  by  the  township  committee  or  a  superintendent 
when  acting,  and  the  two  persons  thus  chosen  shall  have  power 
to  choose  a  third  person,  in  case  they  cannot  agree ;  and  all  bills 
for  such  damage  shall  be  sworn  to  by  the  appraisers  and  paid 
by  the  township  wherein  such  property  is  situated. 

Passage  way  Sec.  57.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  a  stream  of  water 
st?eamroad  t0  crosses  a  public  road  and  is  there  bridged,  and  such  bridge  does 
not  extend  to  within  five  feet  of  the  outside  line  of  such  road, 
it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  adjoining  land  owners  to  construct 
a  fence  or  put  up  any  obstruction  between  the  outside  line  of 
such  road  and  the  bridge,  unless  in  the  judgment  of  the  town- 
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ship  committee  of  the  township  wherein  the  bridge  is  Bituate, 
or  of  the  committee  of  both  townships  where  the  bridge  is  on 
a  division  line  between  two  townships,  such  fence  or  ohstruc 
tion  is  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  public  safety.  Ami  in  all 
cases  where  it  is  practicable  so  to  do,  the  township  committee, 
or  the  superintendent  of  roads,  shall  clear  out  and  make  pass- 
able a  road,  path,  or  access  to  such  streams  of  water  on  at  least 
one  side  of  such  bridge,  in  order  that  horses,  cattle,  sheep  or 
other  domestic  animals  may  drink  from  such  streams;  and 
wherever  such  a  fence  or  obstruction  now  exists  or  may  be 
hereafter  constructed,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  township  com- 
mittee of  the  township  wherein  the  bridge  is  located  or  partly 
located,  to  notify  the  owner  of  the  land  adjoining,  who  main- 
tains or  erects  such  obstruction,  to  remove  the  same  within  ten 
days  after  service  of  such  notice,  on  failure  to  do  which  such 
committee  shall  remove  such  obstruction  or  order  it  done  ;  and 
for  such  failure  the  owner  aforesaid  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to 
the  use  of  the  township,  whose  committee  shall  thus  act,  the 
sum  of  ten  dollars. 

Sec.  58.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 

J  To     estimate 

township  committee  of  each  township  to  estimate  the  amount a!ld  publish 

r  L  amount  (or 

of  money  they  deem  advisable  to  expend  for  making  and  re- road  and  p°or 

J  J  i  o  purposes. 

pairing  the  public  roads,  and  also  the  sum  necessary  for  the 
support  of  the  poor  in  their  respective  townships  for  each  ensu- 
ing year  and  publish  the  same  at  the  same  time  and  in  the 
like  manner  as  the  financial  statement  of  the  township  is  by 
this  act  required  to  be  published. 

Sec.  59.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
township  committees  of  the  several  townships  of  this  State, 
when  any  public  road  within  their  respective  townships  shall  G uards  at  em. 
be  unsafe  to  travelers  by  reason  of  unprotected  embankments  bankments. 
or  unguarded  bridge  approaches,  or  exposure  to  overflow  for  a 
greater  distance  than  one  hundred  feet  in  time  of  freshets  or 
heavy  rains,  to  notify  in  writing  the  board  of  chosen  freeholders 
of  their  respective  counties  of  the  unsafe  condition  of  said  road 
for  any  of  the  reasons  aforesaid ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
boards  of  chosen  freeholders  aforesaid,  forthwith  to  provide 
protection  to  travelers  on  such  road,  by  erecting  or  repairing 
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railings  and  guards  along  said  enbankments,  bridge  approaches 
or  roads  exposed  to  overflow,  at  the  expense  of  the  county. 

Guide  posts.  Sec.  60.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  township  committee  of 
each  and  every  township  in  this  State  shall  erect  and  maintain 
guide-posts  on  the  several  roads,  turnpikes  and  highways  within 
each  township  at  each  and  every  place  where  such  roads,  turn- 
pikes or  highways  intersect  or  cross  each  other  ;  the  said  com- 
mittee shall  at  each  of  their  annual  meetings  direct  the  super- 
intendent or  superintendents  of  roads,  or  other  person  or  per- 
sons appointed  by  them  for  that  purpose  to  ascertain  and  report 
to  the  said  committee,  as  soon  after  such  appointment  as  prac- 
ticable, at  what  place  or  places  guide-posts  are  required  as 
#  aforesaid  to  be  erected  in   each  township  for  the  direction  of 

travelers,  and  said  committee,  upon  the  receipt  of  such  report, 
shall  within  three  months  thereafter  erect  or  cause  to  be 
erected  at  each  and  every  place  designated  in  such  report,  a 
substantial  post  or  posts  of  not  less  than  eight  feet  in  height 
above,  and  firmly  set  in  the  ground,  and  near  the  upper  end  of 
which  shall  be  securely  fastened  a  board  of  suitable  size  and 
dimensions,  and  upon  such  board  shall  be  plainly  and  legibly 
painted  the  name  of  the  next  town  or  place  thereto,  and  also 
such  other  town  or  place  of  note  as  said  committee  may  think 
proper,  to  which  said  road,  turnpike  or  highway  leads,  together 
with  the  estimated  distance  or  number  of  miles  to  the  same,  and 
also  the  figure  of  a  hand  with  the  forefinger  thereof  pointing 
towards  the  town  or  place  to  which  said  road,  turnpike  or  high- 
way leads. 

Sec.  61.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
township  committee  of  each  township  in  this  State  to  transmit 
to  the  comptroller  of  the  treasury,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
October  in  each  year  a  statement  of  the  financial  condition  of 
their  respective  townships  at  the  close  of  their  respective  fiscal 
years  next  preceding  the  time  of  making  such  statement ;  and 
said  statements  shall  set  forth  the  amounts  of  the  funded  and 
floating  debt,  of  what  they  are  composed,  the  purpose  for  which 
they  were  contracted,  the  rate  of  interest  thereon  and  the  time 
when  the  debts  fall  due  ;  the  nature  and  condition  of  the  sink- 
ing fund,  if  any  ;  the  amount  of  real  and  personal  property 
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taxable,  the  rate  of  tax  levied  and  the  amount  raised,  and  the 
expenditures  for  the  year  arranged  under  general  heads,  upon 
blanks  to  be  furnished  by  the  comptroller. 

Sec.  62.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Tocauseaiiaa 
township  committee  of  the  several  townships  of  this  State,  in  warrantTto  be 
all  cases  where  a  tax  wan-ant  has  been  or  shall  hereafter  be  is- 
sued  for  the  collection  of  taxes  in  any  township,  and  the  officer 
receiving  the  same  has  neglected  or  failed  to  execute  or  return 
the  same,  or  collect  any  part  of  the  taxes  thereby  directed  to  be 
collected  within  the  time  now  .limited  by  law,  to  direct  the 
justice  of  the  peace,  who  issued  the  said  warrant,  or  in  case  of 
his  death  or  disability,  or  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office, 
some  other  justice  of  the  peace  of  their  respective  counties,  to 
issue  alias  or  pluries  warrants  for  the  collection  of  such  taxes 
as  shall  remain  uncollected  under  the  previous  warrants,  directed 
to  the  township  collector  or  a  constable  of  their  respective 
townships  if  snch  collector  shall  so  request ;  which  said  alias 
and  pluries  warrants  shall  be  good  and  effective  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  shall  be  executed  and  returned  in  like  manner  a 
provided  in  case  of  original  warrants  ;  and  the  said  committees 
shall  require  said  constable  to  give  bond  with  such  security 
as  they  may  direct  and  approve,  the  said  constable  shall  have  the 
same  powers  and  perform  the  same  duties  and  be  subject  to  the 
same  liabilities  and  penalties,  and  receive  the  same  compensation 
as  is  now  provided  in  relation  to  the  township  collectors  of  the 
several  townships  in  the  execution  of  warrants  for  the  collec- 
tion of  taxes. 

Sec.  63.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  case  any  taxes  shall 
hereafter  be  laid,  assessed  or  imposed  pursuant  to  the  laws  of    To  issue  tax 
this  State,  against  any  person  or  persons  or  corporations  for  or^J£g{^  f°f 
on    account   of  any  lands,  tenements,   hereditaments   or  real  ^^t  realms- 
estate  situate,  lying  and  being  in  this  State,  together  with  the***' 
lawful  interest  thereon,  and  all  costs,  fees,  charges  andexpen 
shall  remain  unpaid  and  in  arrears  for  the  space  of  six  months 
from  and  after  the  time  when  payable,  then  and  in  every  such 
case  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  township  committee,  or  a  majority 
of  them,  to  issue  their  warrant,  which  warrant  may  include 
the  names  of  any  number  of  delinquent  owners  and  the  de- 
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scription  of  each  of  their  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or 
real  estate  on  account  of  which  such  taxes  were  assessed,  under 
the  common  seal,  if  any,  of  the  township,  signed  by  the  chair- 
man thereof,  and  attested  by  the  township  clerk,  directed  to 
the  collector  of  the  said  township,  therein  and  thereby  com- 
manding him  to  make  said  taxes,  with  the  interest,  costs,  fees, 
charges  and  expenses  as  aforesaid,  out  of  the  lands,  tenements, 
hereditaments  or  real  estate,  on  account  of  which  the  same,  or 
such  part  thereof  as  will  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  for  the 
shortest  term  for  which  any  person  or  persons  will  agree  to 
take  the  same  and  pay  such  taxes,  with  the  interest  thereon, 
and  all  costs,  fees,  charges  and  expenses,  and  further  directing 
the  said  collector  to  make  return  of  said  warrant,  with  all  his 
proceedings  thereunder,  in  writing,  within  four  months  thereof, 
to  said  township  committee;  said  warrants  to  be  recorded  as 
in  this  act  provided. 

who  may  re-  Sec.  64.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  owner  or  owners, 
soil  for  taxes!  mortgagee,  occupant,  or  any  other  person  having  a  legal  or 
equitable  interest  in  any  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or 
real  estate  sold  for  taxes  as  in  this  act  provided,  may  redeem 
the  same  at  any  time  within  two  years  from  the  date  of  such 
sale  by  paying  to  the  purchaser,  or  his  legal  representative,  the 
amount  of  money  set  out  in  detail  in  said  certificate,  with 
twelve  per  centum  interest  thereon,  together  with  such  other 
fees,  costs,  expenses  and  charges  as  may  have  been  incurred  or 
paid  by  the  purchasers  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and 
the  purchaser  upon  receiving  such  payment,  if  made  by  the 
owner  or  owners  thereof,  shall  forthwith  restore  to  such  owner 
or  owners  the  possession  of  such  real  estate,  and  in  case  the 
owner  or  holder  of  any  estate  in  lien  upon  or  right  of  posses- 
sion ot  such  real  estate  so  sold  shall  pay  to  the  purchaser  within 
the  said  two  years  the  aforesaid  purchase  money,  interest,  fees, 
costs,  expenses  and  charges,  the  sale  shall  be  of  no  further 
effect,  and  the  mortgagee  or  other  person  so  redeeming  shall 
have  a  lien  on  the  said  premises  for  the  amount  paid,  with 
twelve  per  centum  interest  thereon,  in  like  manner  as  if  the 
same  had  been  included  in  his,  her  or  their  mortgage  or  other 
lien. 
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Sec.  65.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  case  sucb  lands,  tene- 
ments, hereditaments  or  real  estate  bo  sold  .-hall  not  be  redeemed 

within  the  time  provided  for  by  this  act,  then  and  in  that  case To Bi.ve deed *! 
1  J  purchaser      of 

the  township  committee,  upon  doe  proof  being  made  by  the{^'^  sold  for 
affidavit  of  the  purchaser  or  his  legal  representative  that  such 
redemption  has  not  been  made,  and  the  surrender  of  such  cer- 
tificate, shall  execute  and  deliver  to  the  purchaser,  his  legal 
representative  or  assigns,  at  his  or  their  expeDse,  a  deed  for  the 
same,  under  the  common  seal  of  the  township,  signed  by  the 
chairman  of  such  township  committee,  and  attested  by  the 
township  clerk,  and  acknowledged  according  to  law,  which 
deed  shall  contain  a  description  of  the  property,  the  year  of 
the  tax  assessment,  the  fact  of  advertising  and  sale,  the  date  of 
sale  and  the  period  for  which  the  premises  were  sold,  and  which 
deed  shall  be  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  or  register  of 
deeds  of  the  county  where  the  lands  are  situate  within  ten  da\  s 
after  the  delivery  thereof,  and  if  not  so  recorded  the  same  shall 
be  of  no  effect  until  so  recorded  as  against  a  mortgagee  or  pur- 
chaser in  good  faith,  and  the  right  of  redemption  shall  also 
continue  until  ^uch  record,  notwithstanding  the  lapse  of  the 
aforesaid  two  years,  and  that  such  purchaser  or  purchasers,  his  and 
their  legal  representatives  or  assigns,  upon  complying  with  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  shall,  by  virtue  thereof,  lawfully  hold  and 
enjoy  said  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or  real  estate  for  and 
during  the  term  for  which  he,  she  or  they  shall  have  purchased 
the  same  for  his,  her  or  their  own  proper  use,  benefit  and 
advantage,  against  the  owner  or  owners  thereof,  and  all  and 
every  person  or  persons  claiming  under  him,  her  or  them,  and 
against  any  and  all  other  estates  therein,  whether  legal  or 
equitable,  and  any  and  all  mortgages,  alienations,  descents,  liens 
and  encumbrances  of  every  kind  and  nature,  as  fully  and  com- 
pletely as  though  there  were  no  other  estates,  mortgages, 
alienations,  devises,  descents,  liens  or  encumbrances  of,  in, 
upon  and  against  said  property,  or  any  part  thereof,  until  Baid 
term  shall  be  fully  completed  and  ended ;  and  the  purchaser 
shall  be  at  liberty  at  or  before  the  expiration  of  the  said  term, 
to  remove  any  building  or  buildings  and  material  erected  and 
placed  by  him,  her  or  them  thereon,  and  when  said  term  shall 
have  ended,  shall  peaceably  and  quietly  yield  up  the  same  to 
the  lawful  owner  or  owners  thereof  in  as  good  state  and  condi- 
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tion  as  when  lie  took  the  same,  damage  resulting  from  ordinary 
nse  and  the  elements  excepted. 

Township  com-  ^ec.  ^6.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  at  any  sale  of  lands, 
purchase  laSds  tenements,  hereditaments  or  real  estate  made  by  virtue  of  this 
sold  for  taxes.  Qr  any  0^}ier  ac^  there  be  no  purchaser  therefor,  then  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  township  committee  of  the  township 
in  which  said  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or  real  estate 
may  be  assessed,  to  purchase  the  same,  or  cause  the  same  to  be 
purchased,  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  such  township, 
subject  to  the  same  redemption  as  is  now  or  hereafter  may  be 
provided,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  said  township  so  pur- 
chasing, shall  have  lawful  right  and  authority  to  use,  occupy 
and  enjoy  said  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or  real  estate, 
and  through  their  township  committee  in  the  corporate  name 
of  the  township,  to  take  such  proceedings  as  may  be  necessary 
to  obtain  possession  thereof,  and  to  sell  and  transfer  the  same, 
or  any  part  thereof,  to  any  person  paying  the  purchase  price 
thereof,  together  with  the  subsequent  taxes  and  interest. 

Sec.  67.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  at  the  sale  of  goods  and 
May  purchase  d^tels  of  delinquent  tax-payers,  for  the  non-payment  of  taxes, 
teisdSM)idChf or  there  r shall  be  no  purchaser  or  purchasers  of  said  goods  and 
chattels  so  exposed  for  sale,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  township  committee  of  the  township  to  which  the  taxes  for 
which  such  goods  and  chattels  are  offered  for  sale,  are  due,  to 
purchase  the  same,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  purchased  for  the 
benefit  of  such  township.    - 

Sec.  68.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 

Township  com-  ' 

mittee  may  sen  inhabitants  of  any  township  in  this  State,  at  their  annual,  or  a 

certain  lands  if  J  i 

so  authorized.  Special  township  election  called  by  the  township  committee  for 
that  purpose,  to  authorize  the  sale  by  such  township  committee 
at  either  public  or  private  sale,  of  any  real  estate  whereof  the 
inhabitants  of  such  township  may  be  seized  in  their  corporate 
capacity,  m  fee  simple  absolute,  or  of  any  other  estate,  and  when 
so  authorized  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  township  committee 
of  such  township  to  convey  such  real  estate  to  the  purchaser 
thereof  by  deed,  signed  by  such  township  committee,  and 
sealed  with  the  corporate  seal  of  such  township ;  and  at  such 
annual  or  special  township  election,    may  vote  to  appropriate 
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the  moneys  arising  from  such  sale  of  such  real  estate  to  any 
lawful  township  purposes;  provided  that  the  provisions  of  this 
section  shall  not  apply  to  lands  acquired  by  the  township  under 
sales  for  taxes  or  assessments. 


TO  PROVIDE  FOR  THE    ASSESSMENT    OF    PROPERTY    OVERLOOKED    B? 
AJ38E880B    OR   ASSESSED    AT   TOO    LOW    A    VALUATION. 

Sec.  69.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  where,  in  any  township  of 
this  State,  the  assessor  has  neglected  or  omitted  to  assess  for 
taxes  for  the  current  fiscal  year  of  such  township,  property  which  property  aoSmit^ 
is  liable  to  taxation,  or  where  such  assessor  has  or  may  hereafter  gLse/  at  too 
assess  such  property  which  is  liable  to  taxation  at  too  low  a byassessor. 
valuation,  or  may  neglect  or  omit  to  assess  the  same,  and  the 
commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation  have  met  and  ad- 
journed without  having  received  complaint  of  any  such  neg- 
lect, valuation  or  omission,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  township 
committee  to  file  with  the  commissioners  of  appeal  a  complaint 
in  writing  setting  forth  the  property  so  omitted  or  neglected  to 
be  assessed  or  which  has  or  may  be  assessed  at  too  low  a  valu- 
ation and  the  name  or  names  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  such 
property,  if  known,  and  requesting  such  commissioners  to 
convene  and  take  such  action  thereon  as  may  be  authorized  by 
this  act  or  by  any  other  statute  of  this  State,  provided  that 
complaint  of  such  neglect,  valuation  or  omission  shall  be  filed 
with  said  commissioners  within  one  year  from  the  time  that 
such  taxes  become  or  shall  become  a  lien. 

Sec.  70.    And  be  it  enacted,  That  when  any  monev  has  been 

•'  J  Township  com- 

appropriated  for  any  lawful  purpose  by  the  legal  voters  of  any  "^ em™££ 

township  in  this  State,  at  any  general  or  special  township  elec-j^  a^^e°t 
tion,  and  the  expenditure  of  such  money  for  such  purpose  shall  ^axcesUection 
be  or  become  necessary  or  desirable  before  the  tax  out  of  which 
such  appropriations  should  be  made,  has  been  levied  and  col- 
lected, and  there  are  no  moneys  belonging  to  such  township 
available  for  such  purposes,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  township 
committee  of  such  township  to  borrow  money  in  anticipation 
of  the  collection  of  the  taxes  to  meet  such  appropriation,  and 
to  give  promissory  notes  or  other  obligations  bearing  legal  rate 
of  interest  therefor ;  such  loans  may  be  made  for  such  time  as 
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the  township  committee  shall  deem  reasonable  and  prudent, 
and  may  be  renewed  from  time  to  time  until  such  taxes  are  re- 
ceived by  the  township  collector ;  and  when  so  received  such 
taxes  shall  be  forthwith  applied  to  the  payment  of  such  loans, 
but  in  no  event  shall  they  be  authorized  to  borrow  an  amount 
in  excess  of  the  sum  appropriated  by  the  legal  voters  of  such 
township. 

APPORTION   TAXES    AMONG    SUBDIVISIONS   OK   PARCELS    OF   LAND. 

Sec.  71.     And  be   it   enacted,    That  upon   application,    in 
Township  com- writing,  by  any  person  interested  to  apportion  any  taxes,  assess- 

mitcee    to   ap-  °'      J         J    r  .  l  L  . 

portion    taxes  ments  or  water  rents  which  have  been  or  shall  be  laid  upon 

among    subdi-  .  1 

visionsof  lands  any  plot  or  parcel  of  land  in  any  township,  amongst  any  sub- 
divisions of  such  plot  or  parcel,  accompanied  by  a  map  show- 
ing the  subdivisions  desired,  the  township  committee  to  which 
such  application  shall  be  made  as  herein  provided,  shall  have 
power  to  make  a  just  apportionment  of  such  taxes,  assessments 
and  water  rents  upon  and  among  such  subdivisions  or  such 
other  subdivisions  as  such  township  committee  may  deem  just 
and  proper,  and  also  to  apportion  in  manner  aforesaid  any 
taxes,  assessments  and  water  rents  for  non-payment  of  which 
any  plot  or  parcel  of  land  has  been  or  shall  be  sold  under  the 
laws  relating  to  such  sale,  with  expenses  of  sale,  in  cases  where 
such  land  has  been  or  shall  be  bought  for  the  use  and  benefit 
of  the  inhabitants  of  such  township. 

Sec.  72.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  upon  such  apportionment 
having  been  made  by  the  township  committee  of  any  township, 
the  clerk  of  such  township  shall  file  the  map  and  report  show- 

maperk  t0  flleing  such  apportionment,  and  upon  such  filing  the  said  taxes, 
assessments  or  water  rents  as  so  apportioned  shall  be  and  re- 
main a  lien  upon  such  subdivisions  in  the  same  manner  as  if 
such  taxes,  assessments  or  water  rents  had  been  originally  laid 
or  assessed  upon  such  subdivisions  in  the  separate  amounts  so 
apportioned,  and  upon  payment  to  the  collector  of  such  town- 
ship of  the  amount  so  apportioned  to  any  subdivision,  with 
interest  thereon,  together  with  all  fees  and  costs,  and  in  case 
of  sale,  with  the  proportion  of  expenses  of  sale  added,  such 
subdivision  shall  be  discharged  from  all  lien  or  liability  under 
such  taxes,  assessments  and  water  rents,  and  from  the  effect  of 
such  sale  therefor. 
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Sec.  7-'>.  And  bo  it  enacted,  That  when  any  of  the  owners 
of  the  lands  to  be  affected  by  such  apportionment  shall  not 
join  in  such  application,  then  such  township  committee  stall SSSmSSSSSi 

direct  notice    to  be   given    to   such   owner,  if  resident  in  such ^nin wrta'in 


casea. 


toAvnship,  either  personally  or  by  leaving  the  same  at  his  01 
her  place  of  abode,  and  if  not  resident  in  such  township,  by 
advertisement  in  a  newspaper  published  and  circulating  in  such 
township,  and  if  none  is  so  published,  then  in  the  nearest  news 
paper  published  in  the  county  in  which  such  lands  are  situate 
for  at  least  two  weeks,  once  a  -week,  of  the  time  and  place  when 
and  where  a  hearing  will  be  had  upon  such  application  before 
such  township  committee;  and  the  notice  in  this  section  re- 
quired, upon  proof  of  service  or  publication  thereof,  as  the 
case  may  be,  shall  be  deemed  sufficient,  and  the  said  township 
committee  may  thereupon  make  such  apportionment. 

UPON  CERTAIN  CONDITIONS,  TO  RELEASE  CERTAIN  TOWNSHIP  OFFICERS 
FROM  THE  OPERATION  OF  LEGAL  OBLIGATIONS  AND  BONDS. 

Sec.  7-i.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  in  any  town- 

'  J  Township  com- 

ship  in  this  State   the  township  committee  have  required  themittee  to  re- 

1  -1  x  lease  bonds  of 

bond  of  any  officer  to  be  acknowledged,  and  the  same  has  been  collecting  offl- 

J  o     ■ '  cer    wliea    the 

recorded  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  common  same  have  been 

recorded. 

pleas  of  their  county,  and  the  accounts  of  any  such  officer  shall 
be  at  any  time  examined  by  the  said  committee  and  shall  be 
by  said  committee  certified  to  be  correct,  and  such  certificate 
shall  be  duly  acknowledged  and  proven  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  bond  of  said  officer,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  clerk  of  said 
court  to  file  said  certificate  in  his  office  and  to  note  the  sub- 
stance thereof  on  the  side  or  bottom  margin  of  the  page  con- 
taining the  record  of  the  bond,  for  the  information  of  all  con- 
cerned. 

Sec.  75.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  township  committee  of  Townshipcom- 
the  several  townships  of  this  State  shall,  within  ten  days  af ter  ™aseeconector 
the  filing  with  the  clerk  of  the  township  by  the  collector  or  Acting  ^officer 
other  officer  having  power  and  authority  to  collect  taxes  for  and  collection 

i  .      .        i  .     ry  ,  ,    •  •■•  ..'         (•      .1    of  taxes  report- 

any  township  in  this  State,  a  statement  in  writing  setting  forth  ed  by  him  as 

.       -•        ••■  .       i    i         i  ■  i  ii       l    j  uncollectable. 

in  detail,  as  required  by  this  act,  the  taxes  uncollected  or  un- 
collectable,  carefully  examine  such  statement,  and  on  being 
satisfied  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof, 
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may,  by  resolution,  credit  and  release  the  collector  or  other 
collecting  officer  from  liability  and  collection  of  any  or  all  taxes 
so  reported  by  him  as  being  uncollectable. 

TO  PROVIDE  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF  POOR  PERSONS. 

Sec.  76.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  township  committee 

Township  com-  .  1  i  <•  i  •   1       1 

mittee  to  erive  aforesaid  or  anv  member  thereof,  together  with  the  overseer  of 

relief   to    poor  * .  ,  '       f 

persons.  the  poor  of  their  respective  townships,  may  upon  a  report  to 

them  by  said  overseer  of  temporary  relief  being  granted  to 
any  poor  person  or  persons  in  immediate  need,  grant  further 
relief  from  time  to  time,  to  such  poor  person  or  persons  or 
cause  their  removal  to  the  county  poor  house  in  the  manner 
provided  by  this  act ;  and  when  a  physician  or  surgeon 
shall  be  called  to  visit  a  poor  person  in  immediate  necessity 
suddenly  taken  ill  or  injured,  he  may  visit  the  said  person 
and  render  such  aid  as  the  case  may  demand,  and  shall 
then  report  the  same  to  the  overseer  of  the  poor  who  may 
then  grant  such  further  medicine  or  surgical  relief  to  said 
poor  person  or  persons  as  he  and  one  or  more  members 
of  the  township  committee  may  deem  necessary ;  the  said 
committees  shall  include  in  their  annual  report,  the  report  of 
the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  amount  of  relief  granted  to  poor 
persons  in  immediate  need  and  to  whom  the  same  was  granted 
and  shall  publish  the  same  in  their  annual  report. 

TO  PROVIDE  FOR    THE    CONSTRUCTION    OF    PROPER    WASTE-GATES    IN 

DAMS. 

Sec.  77.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  all  mill  dams  more  than 
six  feet  high  and  sixty  feet  long,  heretofore  or  hereafter  con- 
structed in  any  of  the  waters  of  this  State,  there  shall  be  placed, 
Township  com- wnen  required  by  the  township  committee  of   the   township 
™uireeconstruc- wnere  tue  same  is  or  is  to  be  located,  or  if  the  same  is  or  is  to 
gates.of  waterbe  located  in  two  townships,  then  by  the  township  committees 
of  both  townships,  at  least  one  suitable  waste  gate  for  the  free 
and  rapid  discharge  of  surplus  water  in  time  of  freshet  or  other 
emergency,  which  gate  or  gates  shall  be  kept  in  good  order  at 
all  times  by  the  owner  or  lessee  of  the  water  power  furnished 
by  such  mill  dam  ;  and  when  any  heavy  rain  storms  or  freshets 
occur,  and  the  waters  backed  up  by  any  dam  shall  overflow  the 
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same,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  owner  or  lessee  to  raise  the 
waste  gate  or  gates  in  such  dam  to  a  height  sufficient  to  allow 
the  surplus  water  to  run  off  freely  and  relieve,  the  pressure 
against  such  dam,  in  order  to  avoid  the  danger  of  the  same 
being  carried  away,  and  in  case  of  failure  or  neglect  of  such 
owner  or  lessee  to  so  rise  such  gate  or  gates  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  any  member  of  such  township  committee  or  committees,  or 
any  other  person  by  their  order,  to  rise  the  gate  or  gates  as 
aforesaid  ;  provided  that  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  any 
dams  located  on  tide  water. 

PROVIDE  FOR  PROTECTION  AGAINST  MAD  DOGS. 

Sec.  78.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  township  committee  m      u. 

1  Township  com- 

of   the  several  townships  in  this  State  is  hereby  authorized,  "J.^®6™*^ 

whenever  in  their  opinion   the  public  safety  may  require,  to mad°dogsgaiDst 

issue  their  proclamation  authorizing  the  destruction  of  all  dogs, 

male  and  female,  found  running  at  large  within  the  limits  of 

the  township,  except  such  as  shall   be  properly  muzzled  with 

a  wire  muzzle  securely  fastened  about  the  nose,  after  one  days 

public  notice  by  written  or  printed  handbills ;  and  for  that  purpose 

such  committees  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  appoint 

one  or  more  persons  in  their  respective  townships, with  full  power 

and  authority  to  kill  any  dog,  male  or  female,  found  running 

at  large  within  such  townships,  and  not  so  as  aforesaid  muzzled  ; 

and  such  township  committee  are  hereby  authorized  to  fix  the 

compensation  to  be  paid  to  any  person  or  persons  appoitned  as 

above  provided  for,  and  to  pay  the  same  out  of  any  moneys  in 

the  treasury  of  such  township  ;  provided,  that  nothing  in  said 

proclamation  shall  apply  to  a  dog  or  dogs  of  a  non-resident 

passing  through   the  township  accompanied  by  the  owner  or 

owners  of  such  dog  or  dogs. 

PRESERVATION  OF  SHEEP    AND  OTHER  DOMESTIC  ANIMALS. 

Sec.  79.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  township  committee  of  each  township  in  this  State  to  keep  m°«eehto Cpro" 
as  a  fund,  the  taxes  on  dogs  collected  by  virtue  of  this  act  to  p'rde®erfv° tionh0f 
make  good  any  loss  or  losses  which  may  be  sustained  by  any  domestic1  °ani- 
person  or  persons  by  the  destruction  or  wounding  of  his,  her  ma  s* 
or  their  domestic  animals  by  any  dog  or  dogs,  bitch  or  bitches, 
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within  the  township  wherein  the  said  tax  is  collected ;  and  said 
committee  shall  pay  all  damages  so  sustained  within  the  current 
fiscal  year,  in  case  the  money  so  raised  by  said  tax  shall  be 
sufficient  to  pay  the  same,  and  if  not,  then  in  such  equitable 
proportions  to  the  individuals  injured,  according  to  their  re- 
spective Josses,  as  the  said  fund  arising  from  such  tax  will 
enable  them  to  do,  to  be  adjusted  at  the  annual  settlement  of 
the  accounts  of  the  township  by  said  committee,  and  to  be 
included  and  published  in  their  annual  report,  and  in  case  the 
damages  appraised  by  law  and  certified  to  said  committee  shall 
appear  to  them  to  be  excessive,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
said  committee  to  require  the  facts  stated  and  claim  exhibited 
to  be  investigated  before  them  upon  oath  or  affirmation,  and 
shall  award  pajanent  accordingly,  and  the  said  committee  shall 
file  and  preserve  among  the  papers  of  the  township,  the  oaths 
and  affirmations  ot  the  appraisers  and  claimants. 

Sec.  80.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  township  committee 
Township  com- aforesaid,  upon  complaint  being  made  to  them,  shall  have  power 
thorfze  killing  and  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  kill,  or  cause  to  be 
?ain  cases0  cer' killed,  any  dog  or  dogs,  bitch  or  bitches,  found  killing  or 
worrying  domestic  animals,  when  the  owner  or  owners  or 
harborers  of  such  dogs  being  informed  thereof  shall  refuse  or 
fail  to  kill  such  dog  or  bitch  for  the  space  of  twenty-four  hours 
from  the  time  of  receiving  such  information,  the  expense  of 
which  killing  shall  not  exceed  two  dollars  for  each  animal  so 
killed,  and  the  same  to  be  paid  out  of  the  money  raised  by  the 
tax  upon  dogs ;  and  such  owner  or  owners  harboring  such  dog, 
for  such  refusal  and  failure  as  aforesaid,  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
to  any  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  the  sum  of  ten  dol- 
lars, to  be  recovered  with  costs  before  any  court  having  cogni- 
zance of  that  sum  by  action  upon  contract ;  and  moreover, 
shall  pay  triple  damages  for  any  injury  done  by  said  dog  or 
bitch  to  any  domestic  animal,  after  receiving  the  information 
aforesaid,  to  the  owner  or  owners  thereof. 

TOWNSHIP  ORDINANCES. 

Sec.  81.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  township  committee 
Township  com-  °^  the  several  townships  in  this  State  may  enact  and  pass  any 
pnassteordinQaany-orcunances  which  do  not  conflict  with  the  constitution  of  this 
ces<  State  or  of  the  United  States,  for  the  following  purposes  : 


Fire  escapes. 
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To  prevent  and  suppress  breaches  of  the  peace  and  disor- 
derly assemblages  in  any  Btreet,  road,  house  or  place  in  the  ,!rea^^eofthe 
township,  ami  t.>  auppress  disorderly  houses  therein,  and  to  cull 
upon  the  constable  or  constables  of  said  township  to  accomplun 

such  purposes. 

To  abate  and  remove  nuisances,  and  at   the  expense  of  the    Nuisances, 
occupant  or  owner  to  cleanse  and   disinfect   premises  where 
nuisances  detrimental  to  health  are  maintained. 

To  act  as  a  hoard  of  health  in  case  of  prevalence  of  epidemic 
diseases,  when  a  township  board  of  health  has  not  effected  an    Health, 
organization  as  recpiired  by  law,  and  if  organized,  fails  or  re- 
fuses to  act  in  the  premises. 

To  require  the  building,  erection,  equipment,  maintenance 
and  use  of  proper  and  efficient  fire  escapes  or  means  of  exit,  in 
and  upon  hotels,  theatres,  halls,  school  houses  and  other  public 
buildings,  manufactories,  or  other  buildings  where  operatives 
are  employed. 

To  compel  the  abutters  to  keep  the  sidewalks,  where  the 
same  are  much  traveled,  free  from  snow  and  ice,  and  other  im- 
pediments, and  to  keep  said  sidewalks  in  a  safe,  convenient  and 
passable  condition  at  all  seasons. 

To  limit  and  determine  the  proper  rate  of  speed  of  bicycles, 
tricycles,  and  all  other  vehicles  propelled  by  pedo-motive  or 
manu-motive  power,  at  which  they  may  be  propelled  ;  also  to 
direct  and  prohibit  the  use  of  bells,  lamps,  and  other  such 
appurtenances;  and  also  to  prohibit  the  use  of  any  vehicle 
upon  that  part  of  a  street,  road  or  pathway  commonly  known 
as  a  foot  path  or  sidewalk. 

To  limit  and  determine  the  proper  rate  of   speed  of  horses  Speedofhorses 
driven  or  ridden  through  or  along  the  public  roads  of  the  town- 
ship, and  through  or  along  the  streets  of  any  town  or  village 
within  the  township. 

To  license  and  regulate  cartmen,  porters,  hacks,  cars,  omni-    License  cart- 

.  j         i  •   i  i   v  l      mei.     porters, 

buses,  stages,  and  all  other  carnages  and  vehicles  used  tor  the  hack-men,  &c. 
transportation  of  passenger,  baggage,  merchandise  and  goods 
and  chattels  of  any  kind;    and  the   owners   and   drivers   of 


Sidewalks. 


Bicycles,  &c. 


Fix  penalties. 
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vehicles  and  means  of  transportation  ;  also  auctioneers,  com- 
mon criers,  hawkers,  peddlers,  pawnbrokers,  junk-shop  keepers, 
keepers  of  bath  houses,  boarding  houses,  news  stands,  sweeps, 
scavengers,  traveling  and  other  shows,  circuses,  theatrical  per- 
formances, plays,  exhibitions,  concerts,  skating  rinks,  itinerant 
venders  of  merchandise,  medicines  and  remedies,  and  also  the 
place  or  premises  in  which  or  at  which  the  different  kinds  of 
business  or  occupation  mentioned  herein  are  to  be  carried  on 
or  conducted  ,  and  to  fix  the  rate  of  compensation  to  be  paid 
therefor,  and  to  prohibit  all  persons  and  places,  and  all  vehicles 
unlicensed,  from  acting,  using  or  being  used  in  said  capacities, 
and  for  such  uses  and  purposes ;  and  that  the  fees  for  such 
licenses  shall  be  imposed  for  revenue ;  provided,  that  no  person 
or  persons  shall  be  required  to  take  out  a  license  in  order  to 
sell  any  product  of  his  farm,  or  to  sell  meat  or  milk. 

To  fix  and  prescribe  penalties  for  the  violation  of  such  ordi- 
nance or  ordinances  passed  and  enacted  for  the  purposes 
enumerated  in  this  act ;  in  any  sum  not  to  exceed  one  hundred 
dollars ;  excepting,  however,  in  cases  of  violations  of  ordi- 
nances prohibiting  hawking,  peddling  or  selling  goods,  wares 
and  merchandise  without  license,  and  excepting,  also,  in  cases 
of  violations  of  ordinances  provided  for  by  section  eighty-six 
of  this  act.  The  township  committee  shall  have  power  to  alter 
and  repeal  any  ordinance  passed  and  enacted  by  them. 

How  suit  for      Sec.  82.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  penalties  prescribed 

recovery  of  .  '  ,  L  L 

penalties  to  be  by     said     committee    by    virtue    of    this    act,    or     ot     any 

conducted.  J  J  '  " 

general  law,  for  the  violation  of  any  ordinance  of 
the  several  townships,  shall  be  recoverable  before  any 
justice  of  the  peace  of  said  township,  in  an  action 
upon  contract,  in  the  name  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
township  and  for  the  use  of  the  township,  which  suit  shall 
be  conducted  in  the  same  manner  as  other  suits  in  actions  upon 
Appeal.  contract  now  triable  before  justices  of  the  peace  are  conducted, 
and  when  judgment  is  given,  executions  thereon  shall  issue  in 
the  same  manner,  and  shall  be  subject  to  appeal  to  the  court  of 
common  pleas  of  the  county  on  the  same  terms ;  and  if  in  any 
such  case  the  judgment  and  costs  of  prosecution  shall  not  be 
recoverable   by   an    execution    issued   against  the  goods   and 
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chattels  of  any  person  convicted  as  aforesaid,  then  the  justice 
of  the  peace  before  whom  such  action  is  brought  and  such 
conviction  had,  shall  issue  an  execution  against  the  body  of 
said  defendant,  directing  any  constable  of  the  county  to  take 
the  body  of  said  person  so  convicted  and  commit  the  same  to 
the  common  jail  of  the  county,  there  to  be  held  and  detained 
by  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  or  keeper  of  said  jail,  for  the  term 
of  ten  days,  unless  the  judgment  and  costs  shall  be  sooner 
paid. 

Sec.  S3.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any    Arrest  in  case 

of  violation  of 

constable  or  police  officer  to  summanlv  arrest,  without  warrant,  ordinance,    by 

ii.  ,„.  ,",.  ,  whom,  heanDg 

any  person  hawking,  pedaling,  or  selling  any  goods,  wares  or  or  trial,  and 
merchandise  "whatsoever,  in  such  township  in  this  State  without  ins  penalty. 
a  license,  where  it  is  required  to  obtain  a  license  therefor  by  any 
ordinance  of  such  township,  and  carry  such  person  so  arrested 
before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  said  township  before  whom 
violations  of  ordinances  are  hereby  made  triable ;  whereupon 
such  justice  of  the  peace  shall  determine  whether  the  person  so 
arrested  has  been  guilty  of  the  violation  complained  of ;  and 
the  said  justice  may  adjourn  the  hearing  of  said  complaint  for 
a  period  not  longer  than  five  days,  and  may  take  the  defendant's 
recognizance  for  his  appearance  at  such  adjourned  hearing ; 
upon  conviction  of  such  violation  the  said  justice  may  impose 
a  fine  upon  such  person,  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars  and 
costs,  which  costs  are  to  be  taxed  the  same  as  in  cases  of  dis- 
orderly persons  ;  which  fine  and  costs  shall  be  paid  forthwith, 
or  upon  failure  to  pay  such  fine  and  costs,  such  justice  of  the 
peace  shall  commit  such  person  to  the  county  jail  of  the  county 
in  which  such  township  is  situate,  there  to  be  detained  by  the 
sheriff  of  the  county,  or  keeper  of  said  jail,  until  the  fine  and 
costs  are  paid  ;  provided,  no  person  committed  by  virtue  of 
any  offense  mentioned  in  this  section  shall  be  detained  in  jail 
for  a  longer  period  than  ten  days  for  any  one  offense. 

Sec.  84.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for 
the  township  committee  of  any  township  to  finally  pass  any,^^  °0rdbe 
ordinance  which  by  this  act  or  any  subsequent  act  it  may  beau-*  or  demand 
thorized  to  pass,  at  the  meeting  of  such  committee  at  which  any  Pubhshed- 
such  ordinance  shall  be  introduced  ;  but  every  ordinance  that 
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shall  be  introduced  at  any  meeting  of  such  committee  shall  be 
laid  over  and  shall  not  be  finally  passed  and  adopted  except  at 
a  regular  meeting  subsequent  to  the  meeting  whether  regular 
or  special  at  which  it  shall  be  introduced  ;  and  each  and  every 
ordinance  passed  and  adopted  by  said  committee  shall  be  re- 
corded by  the  township  clerk  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose, 
which  record  shall  be  signed  by  said  clerk  and  the  chairman  of 
the  township  committee  ;  and  every  ordinance  passed,  adopted 
and  recorded  as  aforesaid  shall  be  published  in  a  newspaper 
printed  and  circulating  in  such  township,  or  if  none  be  printed 
in  such  township  then  in  a  newspaper  printed  in  the  county 
and  circulating  in  such  township,  for  the  period  of  four  weeks 
consecutively  at  least  once  in  each  week  ;  and  until  such  ordi- 
nance shall  have  been  so  as  aforesaid  recorded  and  published, 
it  shall  be  of  no  effect. 

Sec.  85.  A-nd  be  it  enacted,  That  the  said  book  of  the 
record  of  ordinances  shall  be  taken  and  received  in  all  courts 
«opies°of  same as  evidence  of  said  ordinances,  and  copies  of  said  ordinances 
tentbeevide"cee"  certified  by  the  township  clerk  under  the  corporate  seal  of  the 
township,  shall  likewise  be  taken  and  received  in  all  courts  as 
evidence  of  said  ordinances ;  and  that  the  publication  of  said 
ordinances  in  a  newspaper  as  herein  required,  shall  in  all  cases 
be  presumed  to  have  been  made  until  the  contrary  shall  be 
proved. 

EXTERNAL    FIRE    ESCAPES    ON    CERTAIN   BUILDINGS. 

.  Sec.  86.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  persons  owning,  leas- 
ing or  in  any  manner  having  chai'ge  or  control  of  any  hotel  or 
boarding  house  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public,  any  pub- 
lic school,  or  other  public  building,  factory,  manufactory,  or 
workshop  of  any  kind  in  which  guests,  students,  employees  or 
operatives  to  the  number  of  thirty  or  more  are  accommodated, 
or  steaaily  or  casually  at  work,  or  congregate,  when  any  of  such 
buildings  are  three  or  more  stories  in  height,  said  owners, 
lessees,  or  other  persons  having  charge  or  control  of  said  build- 
ings, shall  provide  all  such  buildings  with  a  safe  external 
means  of  escape  therefrom  and  so  arranged  that  in  case  of  fire 
the  ground  can  be  readily  reached  by  the  persons  occupying 
the  third  and  his-her  floors. 
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Sec.  87.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
every  fire  inspector  of  any  city  in  this  State,  or  any  common 
council,  board  of  aldermen,  or  other  official  board  of  any  city, 
town,  borough  or  of  any  township  of  this  State,  by  whatever 
name  such  authorities  may  be  known,  to  designate  the  number, 
kind  and  manner  of  erection  of  such  external  lire  escapes  to 
any  of  said  buildings  and  shall  give  notice  in  writing  to  the 
owner,  or  leesees  or  the  person  having  charge  or  control  of 
said  building  and  set  forth  in  said  notice  the  number,  kind  and 
manner  in  which  said  external  fire  escape  or  escapes  is  or  are 
to  be  erected,  required  by  said  fire  inspector  or  ordinance  of 
said  municipal  authorities,  or  resolution  of  said  other  official 
boards. 

Sec.  88.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  any  violation  of  this  act, 
or  neglect  to  comply  with  said  notice  to  put  up  said  fire  escape 
or  escapes  within  ninety  days  after  said  notice  is  received,  shall 
be  deemed  a  misdemeanor,  and  any  person  or  corporation  con- 
victed thereof  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  three 
hundred  dollars,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court,  and  shall  also 
be  liable  in  an  action  for  damages  in  case  of  death  or  personal 
injury  sustained  in  consequence  of  fire  breaking  out  in  any  such 
building  and  of  the  absence  of  any  such  efficient  fire  escape  ; 
and  such  action  may  be  maintained  by  any  person  now  author- 
ized by  law  to  sue  as  in  other  cases  of  similar  injuries. 

POLICE  IN  TOWNSHIPS. 

Sec.  89.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 

"  .  Township  com- 

township  committee  of  any  township  of  this  State  to  appoint  mittee  to  ap- 

L  i  .  point    police 

one  or  more  suitable  persons  therein  to  be  a  police  officer  orofficers- 
police  officers  of  such  township,  upon  receiving  a  petition  re- 
questing such  appointment  or  appointments  to  be  made,  signed 
by  a  majority  of  the  persons  who  voted  at  the  general  or 
township  election  held  therein  next  previous  to  the  signing  of 
such  petition,  which  police  officer  or  officers  when  so  as  afore- 
said appointed,  shall  possess  and  have  all  the  powers  of  con- 
stables within  the  limits  of  the  township,  for  the  puipose  of 
preserving  the  peace  and  enforcing  the  ordinances  of  the 
township,  and  shall  be  and  are  hereby  authorized  and  empow- 
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ered,  upon  view  and  without  warrant,  to  apprehend  and  arrest 
any  and  all  person  or  persons  committing  any  breach  of  the 
peace  within  said  township,  or  violating  any  ordinance  of  the 
township,  and  any  and  all  disorderly  person  or  persons,  and  to 
take  said  person  or  persons  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  in 
said  township,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  law  ;  that  such 
police  officer  or  officers  so  as  aforesaid  appointed,  may  be  dis- 
charged or  dismissed  as  such  township  committee  shall,  from 
time  to  time  and  in  each  case  determine,  and  shall  receive  such 
pay  and  compensation  for  their  service  respectively  as  shall  be 
fixed  and  agreed  upon  by  such  committee ;  and  the  said  com- 
mittee shall  have  power  to  adopt  such  resolutions  and  make 
such  rules  organizing  and  governing  the  police  service  of  their 
respective  townships  as  to  such  committee  may  seem  proper 
and  necessary. 

Sec.  90.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  in  any  township  a  day 

and    night    police    service    has    been     or     shall     be     estab- 

To  appoint  pa- ]|sjie(i      ^\ie     township     committee     are     berebj7     authorized 

trolmen,  super-  '  i 

mtendent  ^and  t0     app0int     such     number     of      patrolmen,      not      exceed- 
officers.  jng     one     for     eveiy     eight     hundred     inhabitants,     as     in 

their  judgment  the  public  good  shall  require,  and  may 
also  appoint  a  superintendent  or  captain  and  a  sergeant  of 
police,  and  fix  their  compensation,  and  discharge  and  dismiss 
them  as  they  shall  from  time  to  time  and  in  each  case  deter- 
mine ;  provided,  however,  that  the  compensation  to  be  paid  to 
the  superintendent  or  captain  and  to  the  sergeant  shall  be  the 
same  as  the  compensation  provided  for  each  patrolman,  except 
that  there  may  be  paid  to  the  superintendent  or  captain,  in 
addition  thereto,  not  exceeding  twenty-five  per  centum  of  such 
amount,  and  to  the  sergeant  in  addition  thereto,  not  exceeding 
fifteen  per  centum  thereof. 

Sec.  91.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
inK°piaecesdur- township  committee  of  any  township  in  this  State  in  which  a 
police  force  as  provided  for  by  this  act  has  been  organized  and 
established,  or  of  the  superintendent,  captain  or  other  officer 
directing  and  controlling  such  police  force,  upon  receiving 
from  the  board  of  election  or  a  majority  of  the  members  of 
such  board  in  any  election  district  in  such  township,  a  notice 
in  writing  signed  by  said  election  board  or  a  majority  of  the 


ing  election. 
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members  thereof,  that  it  is  necessary  in  the  opinion  of  such 
election  board,  in  order  to  preserve  the  peace  and  maintain 
good  order  in  any  polling  district  within  such  township  during 
the  progress  of  an  election  and  the  counting  of  the  votes,  to 
detail  one  or  more  policemen  to  assist  in  preserving  the  peace 
and  good  order  in  and  about  such  polling  place,  which  request 
of  said  board  of  election  shall  be  forthwith  complied  with  as 
far  as  possible  by  the  body  or  officer  of  which  the  same  is 
made. 

Sec.  92.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
township  committee  aforesaid  to  appoint  one  or  more  suitable  uv  of  ceme- 
persons,  residents  of  such  township,  to  be  police  officers  of  such 
township  with  full  powers  to  act  as  police  officers  as  prescribed 
by  this  act,  where,  in  the  vicinity  of  cemeteries,  farms,  gar- 
dens and  like  places  in  rural  localities  adjacent  to  cities,  towns 
and  villages,  it  shall  appear  necessary  for  the  suppression  of 
offences  committed  or  liable  to  be  committed  against  such 
property ;  provided,  however,  such  suitable  and  proper  person 
will  accept  such  office  and  perform  the  duties  thereof  without 
fee,  compensation  or  reward. 

Sec.  93.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  township  committee  of  the  several  townships  in  this  State, 
t3  appoint  persons  under  oath,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  ferret  ^J^^™' 
out  and  bring  to  punishment  all  persons  who  either  wilfully  or  flre  t0  woods- 
otherwise  cause  the  burning  of  woods  and  marshes,  and  to  take 
measures  to  have  such  fires  extinguished  where  it  can  be  done, 
the  expenses  thereof  to  be  paid  out  of  the  township  treasury  ; 
provided,  this  section  shall  apply  only  to  those  townships  whose 
woodland  is  equal  to  forty  per  centum  of  the  total  area  of  such 
township. 

Sec.  94.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  townships  of  this  State  To  app0int  po- 
where  a  police  service  shall  be  organized  under  the  provisions  hce;ius';ices' 
of  this  act,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  township  committee  to 
designate  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  said  township 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  attend  at  the  lock-up  or  some  other 
room  or  building  to  be  known  as  a  police  court  of  said  town- 
ship, and  to  hear  and  dispose  of   complaints  against  persons 
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under  arrest  or  detained  in  such  lock-up,  and  to  try  actions 
brought  to  recover  a  penalty  under  any  ordinance  of  the  said 
township,  and  the  township  committee  may  pay  said  justice 
such  compensation  in  addition  to  the  fees  allowed  by  law  as 
they  shall  deem  proper. 

THE  DUTIES  AND  POWERS  OF  A  TOWNSHIP  CLERK. 

Township  clerk  Sec.  95.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  clerk  of  each  town- 
of  toVn  ship  ship  of  this  State  shall  act  as  clerk  of  the  township  committee, 
and  keep  a  record  of  their  proceedings,  and  record  the  same  in 
the  town  book,  and  shall  perforin  all  the  duties  imposed  upon 
him  by  this  or  any  other  act  of  the  legislature,  and  all  duties 
imposed  upon  him  by  any  lawful  resolution  adopted  by  the 
township  committee ;  and  upon  the  resignation  or  the  expira- 
tion of  the  term  of  office  of  the  clerk  of  any  township,  all  the 
papers,  writings,  books  and  records  belonging  to  the  said  office 
shall  be  delivered  to  his  successor  in  office,  on  the  oath  or 
To  deliver  re-  affirmation  of  the  preceding  clerk,  or,  in  case  of  his  death  on 

cords,    &c,    to  -, 

successor.        tjie  q^^  or  affirmation  of  his  executors  or  administrators. 

Sec.  96.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  regulations  and  by-laws 
as  shall  be  made  and  ordained  by  the  qualified  voters  of  any 

Clerk  to  record  ,  ....  , 

bylaws.  township  at  their  annual  township  elections,  or  at  any  other 

election  duly  held  for  that  purpose,  shall  be  entered  and  re- 
corded by  the  clerk  of  such  township  in  a  book  by  him  to  be 
provided. 

Sec.  97.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  ordinances  which  have 
heretofore  been  passed,  and  all  ordinances  which  shall  here- 

To  engross  and  L  . 

sign  ordinances  after  be  passed  by  any  township  committee,  shall  be  engrossed 
by  the  township  clerk,  in  a  book  to  be  provided  for  that  pur- 
pose, with  a  proper  index,  which  book  shall  be  deemed  a  public 
record  of  such  ordinances,  and  shall  be  and  remain  in  the  cus- 
tody of  the  township  clerk ;  and  at  the  foot  of  the  record  of 
each  ordinance  which  has  heretofore  been  passed  the  said  Clerk 
shall  enter  a  certificate  of  the  following  or  like  effect : 

"  I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  an 
ordinance  now  on  file  in  my  office. 

Dated  A.D. 

(A.  B.),  township  clerk." 
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And  that  each  und  every  ordinance  which  shall  hereafter  be 
passed  by  any  township  committee  shall  be  signed,  in  the 
said  book,  by  the  chairman  of  the  said  committee  and  the  said 
clerk. 

Sec.  98.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  clerk  of  each  township 
in  this  State  shall,  at  least  eight  days  prior  to,  and  within  thirty  70i§&e02j£,ce 
days  next  preceding  the  day  of  any  election,  pnt  up,  or  cause 
to  be  put  up,  in  at  least  live  of  the  most  public  places  within 
such  township,  an  advertisement  signed  by  him,  designating 
the  time,  place  and  purpose  of  holding  such  election,  and  also 
giving,  in  said  advertisement,  a  full  and  complete  list  of  all 
the  offices  to  be  rilled  at  such  election. 

Sec.  99.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  clerks  of  the  several  townships  of  this  State,  at  least  thirty  Ig^gSj* 
days  before  any  election  to  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  after &c- 
the  first  Monday  in  November  in  any  year,  to  provide  for  and 
secure  in  each  election  district  or  voting  precinct  of  their  re- 
spective townships,  a  suitable  room  in  which  to  hold  the 
election,  and  immediately  upon  procuring  such  room,  to  notify 
the  election  or  poll  clerks  and  the  board  of  registry  and  election 
of  the  precinct  or  voting  district  that  such  room  has  been  pro- 
cured and  where  the  same  is  located ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  clerk  procuring  such  room  to  have  constructed  therein 
and  ready  for  use  before  election  day,  booths  or  compart- 
ments with  swinging  doors  so  arranged  that  some  part  of  the 
person  of  a  voter  standing  in  said  booths  or  compartments 
may  be  seen  from  the  outside  of  the  compartments  when  the 
door  is  closed ;  each  booth  or  compartment  shall  contain  a 
counter  or  shelf  suitably  placed  to  enable  voters. to  place  their 
ballots  thereon  while  preparing  the  same  for  voting;  the 
number  of  such  booths  or  compartments  shall  not  be  less  than 
one  for  every  seventy-five  votes  cast  at  the  next  preceding 
election  held  in  such  district  or  precinct  for  members  of  the 
general  assembly,  and  not  less  than  five  such  booths  or  com- 
partments shall  be  provided  in  any  polling  place ;  said  booths 
or  compartments  shall  be  erected  within  a  railed  enclosure  sepa- 
rating the  same  from  the  remainder  of  the  room ;  the  said 
booths  or  compartments  shall  be  so  arranged  and  constructed 
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that  all  the  officers  conducting  the  election  can  see  whether 
more  than  one  person  enters  or  is  in  any  of  such  booths  or 
compartments  at  the  same  time  :  such  railed  enclosure  shall  be 
provided  with  a  single  entrance  by  which  voters  shall  enter, 
and  a  single  exit  by  which  they  shall  leave  the  same,  and  the 
booths  or  compartments  shall  be  supplied  with  lamps  or  other 
fixtures  for  well  and  sufficiently  lighting  the  same  at  all  hours, 
so  that  voters  may  be  able  to  read  and  prepare  their  ballots. 

Sec.  100.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  clerk  of  each  town- 
ship of  this  State  shall  receipt  for  the  ballots  and  envelopes 
delivered  to  him  by  the  county  clerk,  and  shall,  on  the  day 
preceding  any  election  (but  on  the  Saturday  preceding  when 
such  election  occurs  on  a  Monday),  deliver  to  one  of  the  clerks 
sof  each  election  district  or  voting  precinct  within  his  township, 
the  ballots  and  envelopes  by  him  received  from  the  county 
clerk,  for  such  election  district  or  voting  precinct,  and  take 
the  receipt  of  such  election  clerk  therefor,  and  file  and  preserve 
said  last  mentioned  receipt  with  other  papers  entrusted  to  his 
keeping ;  and  if  at  any  election  the  ballots  to  be  furnished 
therefor,  shall  not  be  delivered  at  the  time  required  by  law,  or 
if  after  delivery  they  should  be  destroyed  or  stolen,  and  other 
official  ballots  cannot  be  obtained  in  time  for  such  election,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  the  township,  or  of  the  clerk 
or  board  of  elections,  as  the  case  may  require,  to  cause  other 
ballots  to  be  prepared  as  nearly  as  possible  in  the  form  pre- 
scribed, but  without  the  endorsement  or  mark  on  the  back 
thereof. 

Sec.  101.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
Ac^for  rhoi™- tne  clerks  of  the  several  townships  of  this  State,  at  least  twenty 
mg  elections.  ^a^,g  Defore  anv  township  election  to  be  held  within  their 
respective  townships,  to  provide  and  secure  in  each  election 
district  or  voting  precinct  of  their  respective  townships,  a 
suitable  room  in  which  to  hold  the  township  elections,  and 
immediately  after  procuring  such  room,  said  township  clerk 
shall  notify  the  election  or  poll  clerks  and  the  board  of  registry 
and  election  of  the  precinct  or  voting  district  that  such  room 
has  been  procured  and  where  the  same  is  located,  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  such  township  clerk  before  election  day  to 
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arrange  said  room  with  booths  or  compartments  and  railing  in 
all  respects  as  is  required  by  section  ninety-nine  of  this  act  for 
said  township  elections ;  the  township  clerk  shall  provide  and 
furnish,  at  the  expense  of  the  township,  official  envelopes 
wherein  the  ballots  to  be  voted  at  such  election  shall  be  enclosed 
and  voted  :  all  such  envelopes  provided  by  said  clerk  shall  be 
of  the  same  quality  of  plain  white  paper,  three  inches  in 
length  by  two  and  one-eighth  inches  in  width  with  the  flap 
thereof  ungummed  ;  said  envelopes  shall  have  endorsed  upon 
the  face  thereof  the  words  "  official  ballot  for town- 
ship,   county,"  tilling  the  blanks  as  the  case  may  require, 

together  with  the  date  of  the  election  and  a  fac-simile  of  the 
signature  of  the  township  clerk ;  the  said  clerk  shall  provide, 
and  on  the  day  preceding  the  township  election  furnish  to  the 
chairman  or  some  member  of  the  board  of  registry  and  election 
in  each  voting  precinct  in  his  township,  so  many  official  envel- 
opes as  will  be  equal  to  double  the  number  of  all  the  votes 
cast  in  such  election  district  or  voting  precinct  at  the  last  pre- 
ceding township  election  therein,  and  shall  provide  the  same 
ballot  boxes  for  township  elections  as  are  used  at  the  State  and 
county  elections. 

Sec.  102.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  clerk  of  any  township    Appoint  per- 
of  this  State  shall  issue  permits  under  his  hand  to  the  persons  |gents°  act  as 
appointed  to  act  as  agents  of  their  respective  parties  or  candi- 
dates at  any  election,  whenever  such  appointments  in  writing 
shall  be  filed  with  him  five  days  before  such  election. 

Sec.  103.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  township  clerk  shall  ^l  «£*£; 
audit  and  approve  all  bills  of  charges  and  expenses  incurred  for  bllls- 
rooms   for  polling   places,  and  fitting  up  and  arranging  the 
same. 

Sec.  10-1.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  clerk  of  every  town-  Record  result 
ship  shall  enter  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  the  purpose,  the of  electlon- 
names  of  the  persons  and  the  respective  offices  to  which  they 
are  elected,  and  the  proceedings  and  resolutions  adopted  at 
township  elections,  and  the  result  of  the  election  in  all  other 
particulars;  and  shall  also,  within  ten  days  after  such  election, 
transmit  to   the  clerk  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the 
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county  a  certified  list  of  the  names  of  the  persons  and  the 
respective  offices  to  which  they  are  elected ;  and  shall,  within 
five  days  after  the  said  election,  set  up  fair  and  true  copies  of 
such  list,  and  the  proceedings  and  resolutions  aforesaid,  and 
the  result  of  the  election  in  all  other  particulars,  in  three  or 
more  of  the  most  public  places  in  such  township. 

Sec.  105.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  when  t be  township  corn- 
Record  ap-mjttee   shall  have  filled  a    vacanc\r  arising    in    any  township 

pointments    to  ~j  o  j  ± 

fill    vacancies,  0ffice  the  clerk  of  such  township  shall  enter  such   appoint- 

and  notify  ap-  '  r  . 

pointees.  ment,  together  with  the  proceedings  relating  to  such  appoint- 
ment, in  the  township  book,  shall  notify  the  person  or  persons 
so  appointed,  and  shall  also  transmit  a  statement  thereof  to  the 
clerk  of  the  county. 


Ma  dminis-  Sec.  106.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  clerk  of  any  town- 
tefn°caseT c8r~  ship  m  this  State  shall  have  power  to  take  the  official  oath  or 
affirmation  of  any  township  officer,  duly  elected  or  appointed 
in  such  township,  and  shall  give  a  certificate  thereof  and  deliver 
the  same  to  such  officer  as  is  required  by  law,  which  shall  have 
the  like  effect  as  if  taken  before  and  made  by  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  that  without  fee  or  reward ;  and  all  such  clerks 
shall  also  have  the  power  and  authority  to  take  affidavits  and 
make  certificates  thereof  in  all  cases  concerning  township  busi- 
ness in  their  respective  townships. 

Sec.  107.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  township  clerk  of 
serve^epomof  each  township  in  this  State  shall  file  and  preserve  the  reports 
cersns  'P  °     of  the  township  committee,  the  overseer  of  the  poor,  and  of 

every  officer  of  the  township  required  by  this  or  any  other  act 

to  make  report. 

Sec.  108.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
and°pub»seb °e- the  clerks  of  the  several  townships  of  this  State,  at  least  twenty 
?hTptSofficersWn"  days  before  the  day  fixed  for  the  annual  township  election  in 
each  year,  to  make  out  and  cause  to  be  published  in  such  news- 
paper published  in  said  township  as  has  the  largest  circulation, 
or  if  no  newspaper  be  published  in  said  township,  then  in  the 
newspaper  published  nearest  to  said  township  in  said  county, 
and  having  the  largest  circulation,  or  in  pamphlet  form  if  the 
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township  committee  Bhall  so  order,  a  full  and  complete  account 
of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  township  committee  for 
the  preceding  year,  the  amount-  receive^  and  paid  out  by  the 
township  collector  and  treasurer  of  the  township  committee 
from  all  sources,  for  account  of  the  township,  or  of  the  several 
school  districts  therein  during  the  said  year,  the  amount  of 
taxes  remaining  unpaid,  and  the  names  of  the  delinquents,  and 
also  the  amount  deemed  advisable  to  be  expended  for  making 
and  repairing  the  public  roads  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  the 
sum  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  poor. 

Sec.  100.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  the  township 
committee  shall  have  requested  the  commisssoners  of  appeal  in 
matters  of  taxation  to  convene  and  take  action  in  matters  of 

3G  ssment  for  taxes  as  provided  by  section  69  of  this  act,  and  of  «feVmeetin| 
when  said  commissioners  of  appeal  shall  have  tiled  with  the  sioners^of™^- 
township   clerk   as    hereinafter    directed,    a   written    designa-of  taxation  io 

..».»•  n  ,  •  i  cercain  cases. 

tion  of  their  proposed  meeting  pursuant  to  such  request 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  township  clerk  immediately 
after  the  filing  with  him  of  the  written  designation  afore- 
said, to  give  public  notice  of  the  time  and  place  and  of 
the  object  of  the  meeting  of  the  commissioners  of  appeal, 
by  posting  written  or  printed  notices  thereof  in  at  least  six  of 
the  most  public  places  in  said  township,  or  by  publishing  such 
notice  in  a  newspaper  printed  and  published  or  circulating  in 
such  township,  at  least  eight  days  prior  to  the  time  appointed 
for  such  meeting,  and  shall  also  cause  to  be  served  copies  of 
such  notices  upon  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  property,  or 
any  part  thereof,  set  forth  in  the  said  complaint,  personally, 
at  least  eight  days  prior  to  the  time  appointed  for  such  meet- 
ing. 

Sec.  110.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall  sus- 
tain loss  by  neglect  or  default  of  any  constable  in  the  discharge  of° 'constable's 
of  his  official  duties,  whereby  the  bond  of  such  constable  shall  cases.111  certam 
become  forfeited,  and  shall  by  himself,  his  agent  or  attorney 
make  affidavit  of  such  loss,  and  shall  tender  such  affidavit  to 
the  clerk  of  the  township  having  the  custody  of  such  bond,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  such  clerk  to  file  the  said  affidavit  in  his 
office  and  forthwith  to  deliver  to  the  person  or  persons  making 
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such  affidavit,  his,  her  or  their  agent  or  attorney,  a  certified 
cop}7  of  said  bond,  to  the  end  that  an  action  may  be  brought 
thereon. 

Sec.  111.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 

the  clerks  of  the  several  townships  of  this  State,  to  record  all 

Record  agree- agreements  in  writing  of  persons  who  make  division  of  their 

ments,&c,  con-    °  or  x 

notice!  offiset-  ^enee  or  fences,  and  all  certificates  of  the  township  committee 
taT^wam^ts  making  division  of  fence  or  fences  according  to  law  ;  to  record 
of  saCieroffiiCaands  not'C8  giyen  °J  any  person  of  having  come  into  a  township 
and  recoerdati\x to  reside  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  a  legal  settlement,  in  the 
van-ants.         town  book;  to  attest  all  tax  warrants,  and  all  certificates  of  the 
sale  of  any  lands  made  by  the  township  committee,  and  also  to 
record  all  warrants  issued  for,  the  sale  of  land  for  non-pay- 
ment of  taxes,  and  the  return  thereon,  and  the  papers  thereto 
annexed,  in  a  book  known  as  the  "Record  of  Tax  Sales." 

Duties  as  to      Sec.  112.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  any  person 
estrays.  or  personSj  at  anj  time  between  the  first  day  of  November  and 

the  first  day  of  April  in  any  year,  shall  discover  any  stray  neat 
cattle,  horses  or  sheep  upon  his,  her  or  their  improved  lands, 
and  shall  forthwith  deliver  to  the  clerk  of  the  township  where 
such  estray  or  estrays  shall  happen  to  be  found,  a  note  in 
writing  containing  their  several  ages,  colors  and  marks,  natural 
and  artificial,  as  near  as  may  be,  together  with  his,  her  or  their 
names  and  place  or  places  of  abode,  then  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  clerk  of  such  township,  on  the  receipt  of  eveiy  such 
descriptive  note,  forthwith  to  make  a  full  entry  thereof  in  a 
book  provided  for  that  purpose  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
clerk  of  every  township  to  keep  such  book  always  open  and 
free  for  any  person  or  persons  who  at  any  time  may  have 
occasion  to  search  therein  for  a  record  of  any  such  estray  or 
estrays,  for  which  last  mentioned  service  he  shall  receive  no 
fee  or  reward. 


Ibid. 


Sec.  113.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  clerks  of  the  several  townships  of  this  State  to  advertise 
all  the  estray  cattle,  horses  and  sheep  recorded  in  the  township 
book,  their  several  ages,  colors  and  marks,  natural  and  artificial, 
the  person's  name  in  whose  possession  the  same  are  ;  in  one 
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of  the  newspapers  in  the  county  where  the  said  est  ray  is,  once 
a  week  for  the  space  of  three  weeks  from  the  first,  immediately 

after  said  est  ray  shall  he  recorded  in  the  town  book,  the  ex- 
pense to  he  paid  by  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  estrays,  and  if 
no  owner  appears,  by  the  sale  of  said  est  ray  or  estrays. 

To  furnish  8,s~ 

Sec.   114.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall   be  the  duty  of  sessor with cer- 

,.,,.,  .  .  .  cio  i  tiflcate    or'   ex- 

the  clerks  ot  the  several  townships  ot   the  State,  having  re-emption   from 

,  .  ,  ..     ,  .  «  taxation. 

ceived  proper  evidence  ot  the  right  ot  exemption  ot  any  person 
or  persons  from  taxation  as  in  this  act  provided,  to  furnish  the 
assessor  or  assessors  of  taxes  in  such  township,  or  the  assessors 
of  taxes  in  any  municipality  within  a  township,  without  charge, 
with  a  certificate  or  certificates  setting  forth  the  names  of  each 
person  exempt,  together  with  the  ground  or  reason  for  such 
exemption. 


THE   DUTIES    AND    POWERS    OF   TOWNSHIP    ASSESSORS    OF   TAXES. 

Sec.  115.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  taxation  on  the  property 
in  each  township  and  taxing  distr'ct  within  the  same  shall  be  Rate  of  assess- 
made  at  such  rates  per  dollar  as  will  be  sufficient  to  produce 
the  sum  required  to  be  assessed,  together  with  the  addition 
thereto  of  ten  per  centum,  to  meet  contingencies,  with  the 
fees  of  assessment  and  collection,  after  deducting  the  poll  tax 
and  other  certainties,  to  which  shall  be  added  any  deficiencies 
in  the  last  year's  tax. 

Sec.  116.     And   be  it  enacted,  The  assessor  of  every  town- 
ship in  this  State,  shall,  between  the  twentieth  day  of  MayWhea  assessor 

'  '  J  •'  to     commence 

and  the  third  Monday  in  .  August,  annually,  ascertain  by££m  j^en  a^ 
diligent  inquiry,  and  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  persons sessm8nt- 
to  be  assessed,  and,  if  necessary,  of  other  persons,  according  to 
the  best  of  his  ability,  and  according  to  his  own  judgment  after 
examination  and  inquiry,  the  names  of  all  persons  taxable  in 
their  respective  townships  and  taxing  districts,  and  the  actual 
value  of  all  the  property,  real  and  personal,  taxable  therein,  and 
shall  make  out  an  exact  list  of  all  the  said  persons  and  take  a  true 
account  of  the  said  names,  by  which  all  assessments  during  the 
said  year  shall  be  regulated  and  made  ;  and  every  inhabitant 
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of  the  township  shall,  on  application  of  the  assessor,  forthwith 

render  a  full  and  true  account  of  his  name  and  his  ratable  lands, 

chattels,  effects  and  estates  as  aforesaid,  and  when  required  by 

the  assessor  said  inhabitant  shall  verify  the  same  by  affidavit ; 

and  in  case  any  inhabitant  of  the  township  or  ward  shall  refuse 

to  swear  or  affirm  and  answer  in  regard  to  all  the  particulars  of 

irom  owneraof  ms  property,  when  so  requested  by  said  assessor,  or  in  case 

jec°tPtotyasse"s- sucn  inhabitant  cannot  be  found  by  the  assessor  after  a  diligent 

wunta  of16  tue  search,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  assessor   to  estimate  the 

property  of  such  person  at  the  highest  value  he  has  reason  to 

suppose  it  may  be  placed. 

How  duplicate  Sec.  117.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  assessors,  in  making  their  assessments,  to  make  their  dupli- 
cate so  as  to  show  in  separate  and  distinct  columns  the  follow- 
ing items : 

The  names  of  all  persons  and  corporations  assessed. 

The  number  of  acres  and  lots  of  land  and  appurtenances 
assessed  to  each  person  or  corporation. 

The  full  and  actual  value  of  such  land,   including  all  water 

to  be  assessed.7  power  thereon,  all  buildings  or  erections  thereon  or  affixed  to 

the  same,  trees  and  underwood    growing   thereon,  all  mines, 

quarries,  peat  and  marl  beds,  fisheries,  and  all  other  property 

not  included  in  the  term  personality. 

The  full  and  actual  value  of  the  personal  estate  assessed  to 
each  one,  including  goods  and  chattels  of  every  kind,  steam- 
boats and  other  vessels,  money,  public  stocks,  and  stocks  in 
corporations,  and  all  other  property  not  included  in  the  term 
realty. 

The  amount  of  mortgages  held  by  each  person ;  provided, 
that  the  debt  secured  thereby  shall  be  claimed  as  a  deduction 
by  the  owner  of  the  land  described  in  the  mortgage  and  allowed 
by  the  assessor. 

The  amount  of  debts  due  and  owing  to  each  person  from  sol- 
vent debtors,  whether  on  contract,  note,  or  book  account,  in 
addition  to  debts  incurred  by  mortgage  as  aforesaid. 

The  net  value  assessed  to  each  person. 

The  rate  per  dollar  assessed. 

The  amount  assessed  to  each  person  for  State  tax. 
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The  amount  assessed  to  each  person  for  county  tax. 

The  amount  assessed  to  each  person  for  township  tax. 

Ihe  amount  assessed  to  each  person  for  the  support  of  the 
poor. 

The  amount  assessed  to  each  person  for  the  support  of  public 
schools. 

The  amount  assessed  to  each  person  for  the  maintenance  and 
improvement  of  public  roads. 

The  amount  assessed  to  each  person  for  poll  tax  ;  provided 
however  that  hereafter  there  shall  not  be  assessed  upon  any 
inhabitant  in  this  State  more  than  one  poll  tax  in  any  one 
year,  and  that  the  amount  assessed  shall  not  exceed  one  dollar  ; 
and  provided  also  that  no  insane  person,  idiot  or  pauper,  shall 
be  liable  to  assessment  for  poll  tax. 

The  amount  assessed  to  each  person  for  dog  tax. 

The  amount  assessed  for  the  payment  of  interest  upon  the 
bonded  debt  of  the  township,  which  amount  shall  be  specifi- 
cally assessed  and  described  as  interest  on  sinking  fund  debt. 

The  amount  of  all  other  taxes  required  to  be  assessed  to  any 
person,  each  separately. 

And  said  assessors  shall  also  add  to  their  respective  duplicates 
by  way  of  appendix  or  otherwise,  in  all  cases  where  real  estate  is 
taxed  to  any  person  from  whom  he  has  reason  to  suppose  it 
may  be  difficult  to  collect  the  tax  by  warrant  against  his  goods 
and  chattels,  a  designation  of  said  real  estate  by  such  short 
description  as  will  be  sufficient  to  ascertain  the  location  and  ex- 
tent thereof. 

For  all  of  which  purposes  designated  in  this  section,  and  for 
any  other  purpose  prescribed  by  this  act  or  any  other  act  of  Property  to  be 
the  Legislature  of  this  State,  the  real  and  personal  property  of  value! 
each  individual  and  corporation  in  the  several  townships  of 
this  State,  shall  be  liable  to  taxation  at  the  full  and  actual 
value  thereof  on  the  day  in  each  year  when  the  assessment  is 
to  commence  ;  provided  however,  that  all  property  of  any  rail- 
road, or  any  canal  company  used  for  railroad  or  canal  purposes, 
shall  not  be  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  act ;  and  provided 
also,  that  where  any  corporation  in  this  State  by  direction  of 
its  charter  pays  a  direct  State  tax  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Proviso- 
State,  the  property  of  such  corporation  shall  not  be  subject  to 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  except  to  the  extent  of  taxing  such 


Proviso. 


Proviso. 
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real  or  personal  property  said  corporations  may  have  ob- 
tained since  the  date  of  their  charters,  and  which,  said  corpor- 
ations have  agreed,  as  required  by  law,  shall  be  subject  to  tax- 
ation, and  which  property  so  newly  acquired  is  not  used  for 
railroad  or  canal  purposes ;  and  provided  further  that  no  prop- 
erty, real  or  personal,  the  ownership  or  title  of  which  is  vested 
in  this  State,  or  in  any  county,  city,  township,  village,  borough 
therein  and  nsed  and  occupied  by  this  State  or  for  the  neces- 
sary purposes  of  the  county,  township,  village  or  borough  in 
which  such  property  may  be  situated  and  located,  and  no  lands 
covered  by  any  public  road  shall  be  assessed  or  be  liable  to 
taxation. 

Sec.  IIS.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  assesor  of  each  town- 
Property  ex- ship  making  the  assessment  of  real  estate  subject  to  taxation, 

empt  from  tax-        \  °.  .      ,      J 

ation  to  be  set  shall  enter  m  a  separate  list  a  description  or  cemeteries, 
churches,  public  buildings  and  other  real  estate  exempt  from  tax- 
ation, together  with  the  names  of  the  person  or  persons  or  cor- 
porations owning  the  same,  and  he  shall  value  such  buildings, 
property,  lots  and  tracts  of  land  at  their  true  value  in  the 
same  manner  as  other  real  estate,  and  in  each  case  he  shall 
state  the  grounds  of  exemption. 

He  shall  also  enter  in  a  separate  list  the  names  of  each  per- 
son owning  or  harboring  any  dog,  or  dogs,  bitch  or  bitches,  and 
owners  or'har-  the  number  given  by  each  person  or  otherwise  ascertained  by 
bororsof  dogs.  ^-^  ancj  &^  Assessor  shall  within  ten  days  after  having  taken 
the  annual  list  of  the  ratables,  set  up  in  at  least  five  of  the 
most  public  places  in  his  township,  printed  or  written  copies 
of  said  list  of  dogs  or  bitches  and  their  owners  or  harborers. 

Againstwhom  Sec.  119.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
estate  assessed  the  said  assessors  to  assess  all  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments 
and  real  estate,  in  the  names  of  the  owners  thereof,  and  all  real 
estate  shall  be  assessed  in  the  township,  or  taxing  district 
in  which  the  same  is  situated ;  when  the  line  between  two  tax- 
ing districts  divides  a  farm  or  a  lot  owned  or  possessed  by  the 
person  taxed,  the  same  shall  be  taxed,  if  occupied,  in  the  tax- 
when  divided  iiig  district  in  which  the  occupant  resides,  and,  if  unoccupied, 

by  line  between      °  *  '  '  *• 

two  taxing  dis-  each  part  thereof  shall  be  assessed  to  the  owner  thereof  in  the 

tricts.  ... 

taxing  district  in  which  the  same  may  be,  and  this,  whether 


Ibid. 
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such  a  division  lino  be  a  township,  or  county  line,  and  no 
no  tax  on  real  estate  shall  be  void  inconsequence  of  any  lands 
being  erroneously  classed  or  omitted  from  classification  as 
the  lands  of  non-residents,  or  as  the  lands  of  unknown  owners, 
nor  in  consequence  of  any  omission  of  or  mistake  in  the  name 
of  the  righful  owner  in  the  assessment  list  or  roll,  but  in  such 
cases  no  such  tax  shall  be  collected  except  from  the  real  estate 
assessed. 

Sec.  120.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  where  a  farm  or  tract  of 
land  lying  adjacent  to  lands  upon  which  the  owner  resides  shall 
be,  or  may  heretofore  since  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighty-one,  have  been  acquired  by  such  owner,  by  transfer 
separate  from  the  transfer  by  which  he  acquired  the  land  on 
which  he  resides,  such  farm  or  tract  so  acquired  shall  not,  by 
reason  of  the  change  of  ownership,  be  assessed  in  the  township 
where  such  owner  resides,  but  shall  be  assessed  in  the  township 
where  the  same  is  situate. 

Sec.  121.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  tax  on  visible  per- 
sonal estate  shall  be  assessed  in  and  for  the  township,  or  atf  where  pe™ 
taxing  district  where  such  property  is  found,  the  tax  on  other  ^"assessed. 
personal  estate  shall  be  assessed  to  each  inhabitant  in  the 
township,  or  taxing  district  where  he  resides,  as  of  the  day 
prescribed  by  this  act  for  commencing  the  assessment  for  each 
year ;  and  personal  estate  belonging  to  non-residents  may  be  as- 
sessed either  to  the  owner  or  to  the  person  in  possession  or 
charge  thereof. 

Sec.  122.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  tangible  personal  n^d. 
property  used  by  the  owner  or  owners  or  by  any  lessee,  em- 
ployee or  agent  for  such  owner  or  owners,  in  connection  with 
any  business  or  employment,  unless  such  business  or  employ- 
ment is  only  temporary,  shall  be  assessed  for  taxes  at  the  place 
and  within  the  taxing  district  where  such  business  or  employ- 
ment is  carried  on  or  conducted,  and  not  elsewhere,  and  shall 
remain  a  lien  on  the  same  for  the  term  of  one  year  from  the 
date  of  assessment ;  provided  nothing  in  this  act  shall  apply  to 
the  assessing  of  ships  or  sea-going  vessels. 
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Sec.  123.     And  be   it  enacted,  That  whenever  any  person, 

HoWroPertvaal^rm   or  corPora^on  shall,  subsequently  to  the  time  fixed  by 

t«iUaghtdVstrict  ^lls  ac^or  tne  completion  of  the  annual  valuation  and  assess- 

«onFof cth™  an-  ment  f°r  local  taxes  in  any  township   or  taxing  district  in  this 

ment1  sha!ie  be  StateJ  bring  or  send  into  snch  township  or  taxing  district  any 

assessed.         stock  of  goods  or  merchandise,  to  be   sold  or  disposed  of  in  a 

place  of  business  temporarily  occupied  for  their  sale,  without 

the  intention  of  engaging  in  permanent  trade  in   such  place, 

the  owner,  consignee  or  persons  in  charge  of  the  said  goods  or 

merchandise  shall  immediately  notify  the  local  assessor  or  board 

of  assessors ;  and  thereupon  the  assessor  or  board  of  assessors, 

as  the  case  may  be,   shall  at  once  proceed   to   value  the  said 

stock  of  goods   and  merchandise  at  its  true  value,  and  upon 

such  valuation  the  said  owner,  consignee  or  person  in  charge 

shall  pay  to  the  collector  of  taxes  of  the  township  or  taxing 

district  a  tax  at  the  rate  assessed  for  State,  county  and  local 

purposes  in  the  township  or  taxing  district   in  the  year  then 

current ;  and  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  sell  or  dispose  of  any 

such  goods  or  merchandise  as  aforesaid  until  the  assessor  or 

board  of  assessments  shall  have  been  so  notified  as  aforesaid, 

and  the  tax  assessed  thereon  duly  paid  to  the  collector. 

Sec.  124.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  case  any  such  owner, 
consignee  or  person  in  charge  of  such  stock  of  goods  and  mer- 
chandise as  is  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  section,  shall  fail  or 

TT 

asse'sled^may  neglect  to  notify  the  proper  assessor  or  board  of  assessment,  or 
to  pay  the  said  tax  as  is  therein  required,  or  shall  proceed  to  sell 
or  dispose  of  such  stock,  or  any  portion  thereof,  before  the  pay- 
ment of  the  tax  levied  on  account  thereof,  the  owner  of  such 
goods  or  merchandise  shall  forfeit  to  such  township  or  taxing 
district,  a  sum  equal  to  twice  the  amount  of  tax  assessable  as 
aforesaid  on  account  of  such  stock  ;  such  forfeiture  may  be  re- 
covered in  an  action  upon  contract  in  the  name  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  township,  for  the  use  of  the  township,  in  any  court  having 
jurisdiction  in  civil  causes  to  the  amount  thereof,  and  such 
action  may  be  commenced  by  a  writ  of  attachment  which  shall 
issue  upon  the  filing  in  such  court  of  the  affidavit  of  the  town- 
ship collector,  showing  a  cause  of  forfeiture  under  this  act ; 
the  subsequent  proceedings  in  such  cause  shall  be  regulated 
and  conducted  in  the  same  manner  that  suits  by  attachments 
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against  Don-resident  or  absconding  debtors  are  conducted  ;  the 
penalty  shall  be  preferred  before  all  other  debts  or  claims 
proved  or  preferred  in  such  action;  any  mistake  in  the  name 
of  the  owner  <of  the  goods  or  merchandise  shall  not  affect  the 
right  to  recover  such  penalty  by  an  attachment  and  sale  of 
such  stuck. 

Sec  125.     And   be  it  enacted.  That  no  mortgage  or  debt 
secured  thereby  shall  1  ;ed  for  taxation  unless  a  deduction     how   mort- 

,,,,',.  in  ,  pa?es  are  to  be 

therefor  shall  he  claimed  by  the  owner  of  the  land  and  allowed 
by  tl  >r;  it  shall  be  the  duty  of   the      -  3sors  aforesaid 

to  assess  all  mortg  ges  -    secured    thereby,    when    so 

claimed  and  allowed  as  a  deduction  for  debt  by  said  assessors, 

to  the  holder  or  owner  of  the  mortgage  in  the  township  or  tax- 
ing district  where  the  lands  in  the  mortgage  described  are 
situate. 

Sec.  126.     And  be  it  enacted,   That  all  houses,  cottages  and 
other  buildings  which  are  personal  property,   shall  be  assessed  t ^g^fs'  |°c" 
and  taxed  in  the  taxing   district  or  township  where  the  same ^aiproperty" 
are  situated,  in  the  name  of  the  owner  thereof,  if  he  is  known.  assessed. w  ere 
and  if  he  is  unknown,  then  in  the  name  of  the  occupant  of  the 
same  or  of  the  owner  of  the  land  whereon  the  same  is  situated. 

Sec.  127.     And  be  it  enacted,   That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  assessors  aforesaid   to  make  the  assessment  of  taxes  on  en-g^^f  p^p5! 
tailed  property  or  properties  held  in  trust,  or  for  life,  to  theory  heuM* 
person  or  persons  having  the  present  beneficiary  interest  there- trust' 
in,  which  taxes  when  so  assessed    shall  be  paid  by  said  benefi- 
ciary out  of  the  income  from  such  property :  and  the  person  or 
persons  whose  duty  it  may  be  to  pay   such  income,  may  pay 
said  taxes,  and  the  amount  thus   paid  may  be  deducted  from 
the  income  on  presenting  to  the  party  receiving  the  income 
the   collectors  receipt   for  said  taxes  :  but  in  case  said  taxes 
so  assessed   shall  be   on  real   estate,  and  the  person  or   per- 
sons holding  said  real  estate  in  trust  or  having  a  beneficiary  in- 
terest therein,  shall  fail  to  pay  the  taxes,  the   taxes  assessed  or 
levied  thereon  shall  be  a  lien  on  said  real  estate. 

Sec.  128.     And  be  it   enacted,  That  every  person  shall  be 
assessed  for  all  personal  estate  in  his  possession  or  under  his 
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control,  as  trustee,  guardian,  executor,  administrator,  or  in  any 
other  representative  or  fiduciary  capacity,  in  the  same  manner 
as  other  persons  are  assessed,  and  where  a  person  is  so  assessed 
as  trustee,  guardian,  executor,  administrator,  or  in  any  other 
representative  or  fiduciary  capacity,  he  shall  be  assessed  as  such 
with  the.  addition  to  his  name  of  his  representative  character, 
and  such  assessment  shall  be  carried  out  on  a  separate  line  from 
his  individual  assessment;  and  in  cases  where  the  same  prop- 
erty is  held  by  several  trustees,  guardians,  executors,  adminis- 
trators or  other  representatives  or  fiduciaries,  only  one  of  them 
shall  be  taxed  for  the  same,  and  such  property  shall  be  assessed 
in  the  hands  of  such  one  of  said  executors,  guardians,  trustees, 
administrators,  representatives  or  fiduciaries  as  has  actual 
possession  or  control  of  such  property,  if  such  person  is  known 
to,  or  can  on  reasonable  search  be  ascertained  by  the  assessor  or 
other  taxing  officer  ;  otherwise  such  property  may  be  assessed 
in  the  name  of  any  one  of  such  trustees,  guardians,  executors, 
administrators,  representatives  or  fiduciaries. 

Sec.  129.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  moneys  now  on  de- 
personai  prop- posit,  or  hereafter  deposited  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  which 
trust.  are,  or  shall  be  invested  upon  any  security,  and  all  moneys  that 

are  or  shall  be  deposited  therein,  and  which  shall  have  remain- 
ed uninvested  for  the  period  of  six  months  from  the  date  of 
the  deposit  thereof,  and  all  real  and  personal  estate  now  held 
or  that  shall  hereafter  be  held  by  the  said  Court  or  any  officer 
or  appointee  thereof,  or  by  the  Chancellor  in  his  official  capa- 
city, belonging  to  any  individual,  partnership  or  corporation, 
or  in  which  any  individual,  partnership  or  corporation  has,  or 
may  have  the  beneficial  interest,  shall  be  subject  to  taxation  at 
the  full  and  actual  value  thereof,  as  other  money  and  real  and 
personal  estate  is  or  may  be  taxed  as  prescribed  by  this  act  or 
any  other  statute  of  this  State. 


How  to  assess 
moneys 


Sec.   130.     And  be   it   enacted,  That   whenever  any  mort- 
daepos-  gaSe  given  to  the  Chancellor  in  his  official  capacity  or  to  the 
ofchancery^State  of  New  Jeisey  to  secure  the  investment  of  money  de- 
posited in  the  Court  of  Chancery  has  been  claimed  for  deduc- 
tion from  taxation  by  the  owner  of  the  land  described  therein, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessor  of  any  township  or  taxing 
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district  to  deduct  from  the  taxable  property  for  which  any  per- 
son shall  be  assessed,  the  debt  due  and  owing  from  such  person   How  to  assess 

'  o  1  mortgages 

upon  such  mortgage  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessor  to  ohanceUor  th£ 
assess  such  mortgage  in  the  to wnsliip  where  the  lands  in  the  pacit^or^o  the 
said  mortgage  described  are  situate,  to  the  person  or  persons  j^ey0*  New 
having  the  beneficiary  interest  in  said  mortgage,  or  who  may 
be  entitled  to  have  the  income  or  interest  thereof  at  the  time 
of  such  assessment,  whether  such  person  or  persons  reside  in 
this  State  or  not. 

Sec.  131.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  private  corporations 
shall  be  assessed  and  taxed  at  the  full  amount  of  their  capital 
stock  paid  in  and  accumulated  surplus;  but  any  real  estate Pl.ivate corpor. 
which  such  corporations  may  lawfully  own  in  any  other  State  agj°™|  how  as* 
than  this  State,  shall  not  be  liable  to  be  estimated  in  such  accu- 
mulated surplus,  and  the  persons  holding  the  capital  stock  of 
such  corporations  shall  not  be  assessed  therefore  ;  provided, 
however,  that  banking  institions,  the  taxation  of  which  is  here- 
in otherwise  provided  for,  shall  not  be  affected  by  this  section, 
and  such  corporations  as  have  no  capital  stock  shall  be  assessed 
for  the  full  value  of  their  property  and  valuable  assets,  without 
a  deduction  for  debts  and  liabilities ;  provided,  also,  the 
premium  notes  held  by  life  insurance  companies  shall  in  no 
case  be  considered  as  future  premiums,  but  shall  be  included  in 
the  valuable  assets  of  said  company. 

Sec.  132.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  corporations  regu- 
larly doing  business  in  this  State  and  not  being  corporations  of 
this  State,  and  agents  doing  business  in  this  State,  shall  be  as-  fo^igncorpor* 
sessed  for  the  amount  of  capital  usually  employed  in  this atl0ns- 
State  in  the  doing  of  the  business  of  said  foreign  corporation 
(and  which  is  not  otherwise  taxed)  in  the  township  or  taxing 
district  where  such  business  is  usually  carried  on  and  transacted. 

Sec.  133.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  all   officers  charged  with    whereto  as- 
the  duty  of  assessing  persons  or  property  for  taxation,  shall  eltate  PoefrSnon- 
assess  all  persons  and  corporations  owning  or  having  the  bene-residents' 
ficial  interest  in    any    money   or    other  personal  property  or 
estate,  and  residing  or  located  in  the  respective  townships  or  tax- 
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ing  districts  within  the  same,  for,  and  on  account  of  such  money 
and  other  personal  property  or  estate,  at  and  according  to  the 
respective  interests  therein  of  such  persons  or  corporations ; 
and  in  all  cases  where  the  owners  or  parties  having  the  benefi- 
cial interest  in  such  money  or  other  personal  property  or  estate 
are  non-residents  of  this  State,  the  taxes  thereon  or  on  account 
thereof  shall  be  assessed  and  paid  in  the  township  or  taxing 
district  where  the  same  is  held  or  deposited  at  the  time  when 
assessments  for  taxation  are  made. 

Sec.  134.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
stock  u>  be  as- the  assessor  of  each  township  to  assess  to  each  person  owning, 
or  having  in  his  possession  or  control  as  guardian,  trustee,  ex- 
ecutor or  administrator,  any  shares  of  any  Xational  Bank  in 
this  State,  or  any  bank  organized  under  the  laws  of  this  State, 
in  the  township  where  such  person  shall  reside ;  and  in  case 
said  owner,  trustee,  guardian,  executor  or  administrator  shall 
be  a  non-resident  of  this  State,  then,  and  in  that  case,  such 
banks  shall  be  assessed  to  the  amount  of  such  shares  so  owned 
or  held  by  non-residents  as  aforesaid,  in  the  township  where 
the  banking  house  is  located. 

Sec.  135.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 

said  assessors  to  assess  ail  partnership  property  at  its  full  value 

How  to  assess  and  to  make  the  assessment  against  the  individual  members  of 

partnership  .  °,  . 

property.  the  firm  for  the  value  of  their  interest  m  the  personal  property 
of  the  firm,  and  each  individual  may  make  out  a  statement  of 
the  debts  of  the  firm,  and  having  shown  his  proportion  of  them, 
may  claim  that  as  the  measure  of  the  deduction  to  be  allowed 
him  from  the  valuation  of  his  entire  property,  upon  making, 
signing  and  delivering  to  the  assessor  the  affidavit  required  by 
this  act  to  be  made  and  delivered  to  the  assessor  as  in  other 
cases  of  persons  claiming  deduction  for  debt  from  the  valuation 
of  their  property  in  cases  of  taxation. 


How  to  assess 


Sec.  136.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  assessors  aforesaid 
ateSsoid  shall  assess  all  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  or  real  estate 
purchased  aforSold  for  taxes,  and  purchased  by  the  township  committee  for 
a  township.      tjie  jjene£t  0f  the  township,  iu  the  name  of  the  owner  or  own- 
ers, as  if  no  sale  for  taxes  had  been  made  ;  and  it  shall  not  be 
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necessary  to  advertise  for  sale,  or  to  issue  warrants,  or  to  sell 
any  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or  real  estate  so  purchased 
by,  the  said  committee  for  any  taxes  so  assessed  subsequent  to  said 
purchase,  but  that  such  subsequent  taxes  shall  he,  and  remain 
a  first  lien  on  said  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or  real 
estate,  added  to  the  original  purchase  money,  and  shall  he  paid 
to  such  township  before  such  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments, 
or  real  estate  can  he  redeemed. 

Sec.  137.     And  he  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
said  assessors  to  assess  all  sums  of  money,  when  moneys  are  or-for  cost  of 

tt  .  .  i         ■    i     i  •  '        £  lighting    roads 

dered  to  be  raised  by    taxation    by    the    inhabitants    ot    any  a  ad  streets, 
street  lamp  district  as  directed  by  this  act,  upon  the  taxable 
property  within  such  district,  in  the  same  manner  and   at  the 
same  time  township  taxes  are  assessed. 

Sec.  138.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of     Assessments 

'  J  for  sidewalks. 

the  said  assessors  to  assess  all  sums  of  money,  when  moneys 
are  ordered  to  be  raised  by  taxation  by  the  inhabitants  of  any 
sidewalk  district  as  directed  by  this  act,  upon  the  taxable  prop- 
erty within  such  district  in  the  same  manner  and  at  the  same 
time  township  taxes  are  assessed. 

Sec.  139.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  Assessments 
said  assessors  to  assess  all  sums  of  money,  when  moneys  are  to  poses. 
be  raised  by  taxation  by  the  board  of  directors,  or  by  the  fire 
commissioners  of  any  incorporated  fire  districts  as  directed  by 
this  act,  upon  the  inhabitants  of  such  district  and  their  estates 
and  taxable  property  therein  in  the  same  manner  and  at  the 
same  time  township  taxes  are  assessed. 

Sec.  140.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  assessor  of  each 
township  in  this  State  shall  assess  upon  every  person  who  shall 
own,  keep  or  harbor  a  dog  or  bitch,  yearly  and  every  year,  for  moutax°  °s 
one  dog  or  bitch  the  sum  of  fifty  cents  and  for  every  additional 
dog  or  bitch  the  sum  of  one  dollar,  and  such  additional  tax  on 
dogs,  not  to  exceed  five  dollars,  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  town- 
ship at  their  annual  election  may  order  to  be  assessed,  levied 
and  collected ;  such  taxes  to  be  assessed,  levied  and  collected  at 
the  same  time  and  in  the  same  manner  as  other  township  taxes 
are  assessed  and  collected. 
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Sec.  141.     And  be  it  enacted,  When  any  execution  shall  be 
Make  assess-  issued  against  any  township  in  this  State,  by  any  court  author- 

ment  to  satisfy  J  t  j         j 

exec  ut ion  jze(]  to  issue  the  same,  upon  any  "judgment  recovered  against 

against  a  town-  '      *  •>     •>       O  r-> 

sh'P-  said  township,  and  there  shall  be  no  property  belonging  to  said 

township  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  same  whereon  to  levy,  then 
the  officer  authorized  to  execute  such  process  shall  serve  a 
copy  of  the  same  upon  the  assessor  thereof ;  and  upon  receipt 
of  a  copy  of  such  execution,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  assessor 
to  assess  and  levy,  in  addition  to  the  regular  taxes,  the  amount 
due  upon  the  said  execution  with  interest  to  the  time  when  the 
same  shall  be  paid  to  the  officer  serving  such  process,  upon  all 
the  property  within  such  township,  at  the  same  time  and  in  the 
same  manner  as  other  taxes  are  assessed. 

Sec.  142.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  assessor  of  each  township  of  this  State  to  assess  all  addi- 
ment  to  satisfy  tional  district  school  taxes  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  school  dis- 
against  a  school  trict  voting  and  ordering  the  same  to  be  raised,  and  upon  their 
estates  and  the  taxable  property  therein,  when  the  law  author- 
izing the  inhabitants  of  any  school  district  so  to  do,  has 
been  complied  with ;  and,  whenever  any  execution  shall  be  is- 
sued against  any  school  district  in  this  State,  or  against  the 
trustees  of  any  such  school  district  in  their  corporate  capacity 
by  any  court  authorized  to  issue  the  same,  and  there  shall  be 
no  property  belonging  to  said  school  district  or  body  corporate, 
sufficient  to  satisfy  the  same  to  be  levied  on,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  assessor  of  the  township,  wherein  said  school  dis- 
trict lies,  upon  receipt  of  a  copy  of  said  execution  from  the 
officer  authorized  to  execute  the  same,  to  assess  the  amount 
due  on  said  execution  at  the  time  of  the  next  regular  assess- 
ment of  school  taxes  in  that  school  district,  upon  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  school  district,  their  estates  and  the  taxable  prop- 
erty therein. 

WHAT   PERSONS    ARE    EXEMPT  FROM    TAXATION,  TO    WHAT    EXTENT, 
AND    WHAT   IS    NECESSARY    EVIDENCE    OF    SUCH    EXEMPTION. 

what  persons      Sec.  143.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  dutv  of 

are  exempt    .  i  •        •        i  •     «  n"i 

from  taxation  the  assessors  ot  the  several  townships  in  this  State  to  allow  the 

and  to  what  ex-  .  *  , 

tent.  following    exemptions   from   taxes    to  the   following   persons 

upon  the  following  conditions,  viz  : 
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All  honorably   discharged  soldiers    or    sailors    resident    in 
this  State,   who  have  served  in  the    army    or    navy    of    the  Honorably  dis- 

'  •'  •'  charged     sol- 

United  States,  during  the  late  rebellion,  or  during  the  war  of  diers  and  sai- 

°  °  lors. 

one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  and  the  widows  of 
such  soldiers  or  sailors  so  long  as  they  remain  unmarried, 
exemption  from  poll  tax  and  from  State,  county  and  municipal 
taxation,  upon  real  or  personal  property,  or  both,  not  exceeding 
in  the  aggregate  five  hundred  dollars  ; 

All  general  and  staff  officers,    all    commissioned    and  non- 

.     .  ,,.  .    .  ,  P      i  .1       National 

commissioned  officers,  musicians  and  privates  ot  the  national  guardmen. 
guard    of    this    State,   during  the  period    they    shall    be    ac-     * 
tually  serving  therein,    exemption  from    poll    tax    and   from 
State,  county  and  municipal  taxes  upon  real  and  personal  prop- 
erty, or  both,   not  exceeding  in  the  aggregate  rive  hundred 
dollars ; 

All  persons  enrolled  as  active  members  of  any  fire  en-  Active  firemen, 
gine,  hook  and  ladder,  hose  or  supply  company,  under  the 
supervision  and  control  of  any  township  committee,  or  fire 
commissioners,  or  the  governing  body  of  any  incorporated 
town,  borough,  village  or  fire  district  within  such  township, 
exemption  from  poll  tax  and  from  State,  county  and  municipal 
taxation  upon  real  or  personal  property,  or  both,  not  exceeding 
in  the  aggregate  five  hundred  dollars ; 

To  allow  to  all  exempt  firemen  of  any  township  or  of  any    Exempt  fire- 
incorporated  town,   borough,  village  or  fire  district  within  amen" 
township,  exemption  from  poll  tax,  and  from  State,   county 
aud  municipal  taxation  upon  real  or  personal  property,  or  both, 
not  exceeding  in  the  aggregate  five  hundred  dollars  ; 

To  allow  to  all  members  of  my  salvage  corps,  under  supervis- 
ion or  control  of  any  duly  authorized  board  of  underwriters  of 
this  State,  and  to  allow  to  all  members  of  any  duly  organized   salvage  corps 

'  j  j        a  members. 

fire  patrol,  as  shall  have  been  enlisted  from  the  active  or  exempt 
firemen  of  anv  township,  or  any  incorporated  town,  borough, 
village  or  fire  district  within  such  township  in  this  State, 
exemption  from  poll  tax,  and  from  State,  county  and  munici- 
pal taxes  upon  real  or  personal  estate,  or  both,  not  exceeding 
in  the  aggregate  five  hundred  dollars. 

No  person  shall  be  entitled  to  said  exemption,  and  no 
assessor   shall   allow    the   same    to   any    person,    unless    the 
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evidence  of   the  right   of   such   person    to    claim    exemption 

Evidence   of  from   taxes  shall  be  delivered   to   the   assessor   on    or  before 
right  to  exemp- 
ted to"  a£ tne   tmi'd    Monday   in    August,    the    time    limited    by    this 
sessor.  ac£   for  dosing-  the   assessment,  in  the   township  where  such 

person  resides  or  is  taxable;  provided,  however,  if  any 
person  through  sickness  or  any  other  unavoidable  cause, 
fails  to  deliver  such  evidence  to  the  assessor,  such  person 
may  appeal  to  the  commissioners  of  appeal,  or  the  State 
board  of  taxation  to  have  the  same  allowed  ;  and  the  following 
shall  be  sufficient  evidence  to  the  assessor  of  taxes  of  the  right 
of  any  person  to  claim  exemption  as  aforesaid,  to  wit : 

The  certificate  of  the  clerk  of  any  township  or  any  incor- 
exemptlon  °f  porated  town,  borough,  village  or  lire  district  within  such  town- 
ship, or  such  other  municipal  officer  or  other  officer  as  shall 
have  charge  of  the  records,  showing  what  persons  are  such  ac- 
tive or  exempt  firemen  or  salvage  corps  members,  stating  that 
the  person  claiming  such  exemption  is  either  an  active  or 
exempt  fireman  or  salvage  corps  member. 

In  case  of  soldiers  or  sailors  or  their  widows,  the  production 
to  the  assessor  of  taxes,  of  the  discharge  of  such  soldier  or  sail- 
or from  the  service  of  the  United.  States,  which  production 
shall  be  construed  to  be  a  delivery  as  required  by  this 
section. 


Ibid. 


Ibid. 


In  case  of  the  officers,  musicians  and  privates  of  the  national 
guard  of  this  State,  the  certificate  of  the  commandant  of  the 
respective  company,  band  or  battery  to  which  they  belong,  as 
the  case  may  be,  which  certificate  shall  specify  that  the  person 
or  persons  named  therein  are  in  active  service  of  the  national 
guard  of  this  State. 

F  f  .     And  if  any  person  shall  falsely  claim  exemption  under  this 

exemption.       or  anv  0ther   act  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  such  person 

shall  be  deemed  to  have  forfeited  and  lost  all  rights  thereafter 

to  any  exemption  in  case  he  should  become  otherwise  entitled 

thereto. 
One  exemption      And  no  person  shall,  under    any    pretence,  be  entitled  to 

claim  or  receive  the  benefit  of  more  than  one    exemption  in 

any  one  year. 
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WHAT   PRnl'KKTY   IS   EXKMl'T   FROM  TAXATION. 

Sec.  144.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  assessors  aforesaid  to  allow  exemption  of  the  following 
properties  from  taxation,  to  any  person  or  corporation  owning 
the  same,  upon  the  following  conditions  : 

All  colleges,  academies    or   seminaries   of   learning,  public 

.    .  Colleges,  acad- 

libraries,  school  houses,  buildings  erected  and  used  for  religious    emies.&c. 
worship,   and  the  land  whereon   the  same  are  situate  necessary 
to  the  fair  use  and  enjoyment  thereof,  not  exceeding  five  ac 
in  each  one ;  the    furniture  thereof  and  the  personal  property 
used  therein,  the  endowment   or  fund  of  any  religious  society, 
college,  academy,  seminary  of   learning  or  public  library  ;  pro-    ProviS3 
vided,  that  no  building  so  used  which  may  be  rented  for  such 
purposes  and  rent    received    by    the  owner  thereof,  shall  be 
exempted. 


Cemeteries. 


The  cemetery  lands  and  property  of  any  association  formed 
pursuant  to  the  law  concerning  cemeteries,  or  otherwise  incor- 
porated, as  well  as  bonds  and  mortgages  given  to  secure  the 
purchase  money  of  such  cemetery  lands ;  provided,  however, 
that  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  cemetery  associations  that  Proviso 
connect  speculations  in  land  sale  of  building  lots  with  their 
associations  for  the  sale  of  lots  for  burial  purposes. 

Pews  in    churches    and  all    buildings  used  exclusively  foi'f0r   Writable 
charitable    purposes,    with    the    land   whereon  the  same  arepurpos 
erected,  and  which  may  be  necessary  for  the  fair  enjoyment 
and  the  furniture  and  personal  property  used  therein. 

The  property  and  bonds  of  the  United  States  and  the  bonds    United  states 

,..,.,.      0  &  State  bonds. 

and  securities  01  this  State. 

The  property  of  the  counties  and  townships,  and  of  the  in-  propgrty  of 
corporated  cities,  boroughs,  towns  and  villages  within  any  murucipallties- 
township  of  this  State,  when  held  for  a  necessary  purpose 

Stocks  and  other  personal  estate  owned  by  citizens  or  bodies 
corporate  of  this  State,  situate  and  being  out  of  this  State,  up- 

i«i  in!  i  I,  i  i       ■•  i       ■  »      Personal  p.-op- 

on  which  taxes  shall  have  been  actually  assessed  and  paid  with-erty  out  of 

.  State. 

in  twelve  months  next  before  the  day  prescribed  by  this  act  for 
commencing  the  assessment. 
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The  stock  of  any  incorporation  of  this  State,  which  by  a 
e  Expressly  ex-  charter  or  other  contract  with  this  State  is  expressly  exempted 
erty.  from  taxation. 

The  depositors  in  Savings  Banks  from  their  personal  estate 

to    the  amount  of  their  deposits;  which    several    exemptions 

savinPg°ss banks.  sna^  De  allowed  only  upon  the  receipt,  by  the  assessor,  of  such 

statements  in  writing  as  are  required  by  the  following  section 

of  this  act. 

DEDUCTIONS  FOE  PROPERTY  EXEMPT,  AND  FOR  DEBTS, 
AND  UPON  WHAT  CONDITIONS  MADE. 

Sec.  145.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  all  cases  in  which  de- 
ductions shall  be  claimed  or  allowed  for  property  claimed  to  be 
exempt  for  taxation  from  the  total  value  of  the  property  or 

Deductions  for  l  .  *  . 

property    e  x- estate  oi  anv  person  or  corporation  to  be  assessed  for  taxes  in 

empt,  and  upon  .      .  .  •  J 

what  conditions  anv  township  in  tins  State,  such  person  or  corporation  shall  fur- 

allowed.  .  "1  l  '  .  «• 

nish  to  the  assessor  or  other  taxing  officer  or  authority,  a  state- 
ment under  oath  or  affirmation,  showing  a  detailed  list  of  the 
securities  or  property  claimed  to  be  exempt  from  taxation,  and 
of  the  dates  at  which  said  securities  or  property  were 
purchased,  together  with  a  declaration  under  oath  or  affirm- 
ation, that  said  securities  or  property  were  not  purchased 
with  the  intent  to  escape  taxation,  but  in  good  faith ; 
provided,  however,  that  unless  such  person  or  corporation 
shall  deliver  to  the  assessor  or  taxing  officer  or  authority 
the  said  statement  under  oath  or  affirmation  on  or  before 
the  time  limited  by  this  act  for  closing  '  the  assessment, 
the  said  person  or  corporation  shall  not  be  allowed  by  the 
assessors  aforesaid  the  exemptions  of  property  set  forth  in  this 
act ;  that  said  statement  when  furnished  by  or  in  behalf  of  any 
corporation,  shall  be  subscribed  and  sworn  to  by  the  president 
or  principal  officer  of  said  corporation  ;  and  all  such  statements 
and  deductions  shall  be  forthwith  delivered  by  said  assessors  to 
the  clerk  of  the  township  wherein  the  assessors  or  persons  mak- 
ing the  same  resides,  to  be  by  him  filed  and  preserved. 

Deductionsfor  Sec.  14B.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  said  assessors  shall 
and upon'what have  power  to  allow,  from  the  full  and  fair  valuation  of  the 
lowed.  real  and  personal  estate  of  any  individual  or  corporation  liable 
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to  be  assessed  ami  taxed  by  said  assessors,  a  deduction  from  the 
said  valuation  for  any  debt  or  debts  bona  tide  due   and   owing 

from  such  individual  or  corporation  to  creditors  residing  within 
this  State;  provided  that  said  assessors  shall  require  from  said 
individuals  a  true  and  just  statement  in  writing,  under  oath  or 
affirmation,  of  the  several  debts  owing  by  said  individual  or 
corporation,  including  debts  due  and  owing  to  snch  individual 
or  corporation  from  solvent  debtors;  and  also,  that  no  part  of 
such  indebtedness  was  created  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the 
taxes  df  such  individual  or  corporation  ;  and  that  the  stated 
actual  value  of  the  personal  property  of  such  individual  or  cor- 
poration includes  not  only  that  to  which  such  individual  holds 
the  title  or  possession,  but  also  that  to  which  any  other  person 
holds  the  title  or  possession  for  such  individual  or  corporation, 
whether  the  same  be  held  in  trust  or  not ;  said  statement  shall 
also  show  when  the  indebtedness  for  which  said  deduction  is 
claimed  was  incurred,  and  that  said  indebtedness  was  not  in- 
curred with  the  intent  to  escape  taxation,  but  in  good  faith; 
provided,  also,  that  said  statement  under  oath  or  affirmation  shall 
be  delivered  to  the  assessor  on  or  before  the  time  limited  by 
this  act  for  closing  the  assessment,  and  that  no  deduction  shall 
in  any  case  be  allowed  by  any  assessor  unless  said  statement  is 
made  and  sworn  to  or  affirmed  to  and  delivered  to  said  assessor 
as  required  by  this  section  ;  the  said  statement  and  declaration 
when  furnished  by  or  in  behalf  of  any  corporation  shall  be  sub- 
scribed and  sworn  and  affirmed  to  by  the  president  or  principal 
officer  of  such  corporation  ;  and  all  such  written  statements  and 
declarations  shall  be  forthwith  delivered  by  said  assessors  to  the 
clerk  of  the  township  wherein  the  assessor  or  person  making 
the  same  resides,  to  be  by  him  filed  and  preserved. 

Sec.    147.     And   be  it  enacted,  That  the   assessors,  taxing 
officer  or  other  taxing  authority  in  townships  of  this  State,  to 
whom  statements  and  declarations  for  a  deductiou  of  debts  and    power  of  tax- 
exemptions  of  property  from  taxation,  as  required  by  this  act,  examine  under 
shall  be  made,   shall  have  power  to  examine  under  oath  any  and  officers  of 

rt-,  ~  .  ,  i        /•     i  corporations 

person  or  officer  ot  any  corporation  as  to  the  truth  of  the  mat-  claiming    de- 

....  ,      .  ,  ductions     for 

ters  contained  in  the  statement  or  return  made  by  such  person  debts, 
or  officer,  and  shall  have  authority  to  compel  the  attendance  of 
such  person  or  persons  and  other  witnesses,  and  the  production 
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of  books  and  papers  at  such  time  a^d  place  as  they  may  desig- 
nate, giving  notice  to  such  person  or  persons,  or  such  addi- 
tional witnesses  to  attend  at  a  time  and  place  in  said  notice 
designated,  and  to  produce  such  books  and  papers ;  which 
notice  shall  be  served  at  least  two  days  before  the  time  therein 
designated  by  leaving  it  at  the  residence  of  such  person  or 
witness  or  at  the  office  of  sucli  corporation  ;  and  such  assessor, 
taxing  officer,  or  member  of  any  taxing  board  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  administer  oaths  or  affirmations  to  all  persons  ex- 
amined before  him  or  them  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  148.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  case  any  person  so 

notified  to  attend  before  said  assessor  or  taxino;  officer  or  author- 

ity,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  appear  at   the  time  and  place  so 

attendance  of  designated,  such  assessor  or  taxing  officer  or  authority  may  ad- 
persons.  .  ,  ..  -  n'liil 

journ  suen  examination  to  a  subsequent  day,  and  apply  to  the 
Circuit  Court  of  the  county,  and  said  court  shall  award  process 
of  subpoena  to  compel  the  attendance  of  such  person  or  persons 
so  neglecting  or  refusing  to  attend  before  such  assessor,  taxing 
officer  or  authority,  and  said  court  shall  have  power,  as  in  cases 
depending  in  said  court,  to  punish  as  for  contempt  any  person 
disobeying  or  disregarding  such  process. 

Sec.  149.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  the  owner  of 
o  ?hdeUr 'taxing  personal  property  in  two  or  more  taxing  districts  is  entitled  to 
districts.  a  deduction  for  debts  in  excess  of  the  assessed  value  of  his  per- 

sonal estate  in  the  taxing  district  where  he  resides,  he  shall  be 
entitled  to  have  such  further  deductions,  as  is  or  may  be  allowed 
by  this  act,  made  from  the  assessed  value  of  his  personal  estate 
in  the  other  taxing  districts  wherein  he  may  own  personal 
estate,  according  to  such  rules  and  in  such  manner  as  the  State 
board  of  taxation  shall  prescribe. 

Sec.  150.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  any  exemption 
when  to  no-  is  claimed  by  a  person    in  any  township,  and  the  person  to 

tify    ass-ssor  •/  e  ^  «/  .  .  . 

of  other  town- whom  the  indebtedness  is  due  resides  in  another  township  oi 

ship  of  dt-auc-  _  ... 

tions.  taxing  district  than  the  one  in  which  the  exemption  is  claimed, 

it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessor  allowing  the  exemption 
forthwith  to  notify  the  assessor  in  the  township  or  taxing  dis- 
trict where  the  creditor  lives. 
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TO  ATTEND  MEETING  OF  TOWNSHIP  COMMITTEE  TO  MTVTSE 
AND  CORRECT  DUPLICATE  OF  ASSESSMENT. 

Sec.  151.  And  l>o  it  enacted,  That  the  assessors  of  the 
several  townships  in  this  State  shall,  on  the  third  Tuesday  in    .       „    . 

C  "  J  Assessor    t  o 

August  in  each    year,    attend    the    meeting    of  the  township SwiShipWoom- 

committee,  and  lay   before  them  the  duplicate  of  assessment  and'correcTdu6- 
to  be  by  them  examined,  revised  and  corrected;  and    that   itPlioate- 
shall  be  the  duty  of  them  respectively  to  remain  with  said  com- 
mittee for  the  purpose  of  explaining  such  duplicate,  and  assist- 
ing said  committee  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties   required  of 
them  by  this  act. 

TO  CONSTITUTE  COUNTY  BOARDS  OF  ASSESSORS  AND  TO 
ATTEND  MEETINGS  OF  THE  SAME. 

Sec.  152.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  when  any  money  shall 
be  directed  to  be  assessed  for  State  or  county  purposes,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  assessors  of  the  several  townships  in  this 
State,  in  each  county,  to  meet  at  the  hour  of  ten  in  the  fore-    Township  as- 

'  •>'  >  sessors    to   at- 

noon  of  the  first  Tuesday  in  September,   in  every  year,  at  the  tend    meeting 

J  -  J   J         '  of  board  of  as- 

place  of  holding  the  court  of  common  pleas  in  such  county,  sessors. 
and  as  such  meeting  to  furnish  full,  true  and  accurate  abstracts, 
under  oath  or  affirmation,  from  their  respective  tax  books,  of 
ratable  lands,  chattels,  effects,  estates  and  certainties,  so  by 
them  respectively  made,  and  shall  produce  their  duplicate  of 
the  same,  with  the  amount  of  each  column  and  the  total  of  all 
columns  correctly  added  together,  and  shall  then  and  there  as- 
certain the  amount  of  the  certainties  required  by  law  to  be  rated 
in  the  assessment  to  be  made,  and  to  estimate  the  estate,  real 
and  personal,  taken  by  the  assessor  of  each  township  at  such 
valuation  as  they  or  a  majority  of  them  present  shall  think 
reasonable  and  just,  and  thereby  adjust  and  fix  the  proportion 
or  quota  of  the  tax  to  be  levied  and  collected  in  each  town- 
ship or  taxing  district. 

Sec.  153.     And  be  it   enacted,  That   each  of  the  assessors 
aforesaid  shall  produce    at    such   meeting  to  the  officers  and  piicateUCbefore 
members   thereof  an    affidavit  by  him  subscribed  and  taken,  ors^and  verify 
upon  his   oath  or  affirmation,  before  some  person  authorized 
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to  administer  oaths,  of  the  following  or  like  tenor  and  effect, 
viz.: 

I,  ,  assessor  of  ,  do  hereby 

swear  (or  solemnly  affirm)  that  I  have  diligently  inquired 
respecting  the  nature  and  value  of  the  real  and  personal  estate 
liable  to  taxation  in  the  township  (or  ward)  whereof  I  am 
assessor,  and  have  to  the  best  of  my  ability  and  without  favor 
or  partiality,  valued  all  the  said  property  liable  to  taxation  in 
said  township  (or  ward)  at  its  full  and  fair  value,  at  such  price 
as  in  my  judgment  said  property  would  sell  for  at  a  fair  and 
bona  fide  sale  by  private  contract  on  the  day  prescribed  by 
law  for  commencing  the  assessment,  and  have  deducted  from 
such  value  only  such  balance  of  debts  as  is  prescribed  by  law." 

Sec.  154.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  a  majority  of  the 
assessors  of  the  county  shall  fail  to  meet  on  the  day  prescribed 
by  this  act,  those  met  shall  adjourn  from  dav  to  day,  at  the 

Board  of  as-    J  .  ..  .      .  •'     ,  .  \   . .  J ' 

sessors  m  ay  same  place,  until  a  majority  shall  attend;  ana  it  any  assessor 
shall  be  unable  to  atteud  such  meeting  it  shall  be  his  duty  to 
send  his  duplicate  with  the  affidavit  aforesaid  ;  and  in  case  any 
assessor  shall  neglect  to  attend  or  to  produce  or  send  his  dupli- 
cate and  affidavit  aforesaid,  the  majority  of  the  assessors 
convened  shall  estimate  the  value  of  the  property  liable  to 
assessment  in  the  township  or  ward  of  the  absent  assessor,  ac- 
cording to  the  best  of  their  information  and  belief,  and  thereby 
to  adjust  and  fix  the  proportion  or  quota  of  the  tax  to  be  levied 
and  collected  in  such  township,  which  proportion  shall  be 
assessed  and  collected  by  the  assessor  and  collector  of  the  said 
township. 

Sec.  155.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  board  of  assessors, 
of  assessors,  when  met  as  aforesaid,  shall  compute  and  ascertain  the  whole 
value  of  real  and  personal  estate,  after  the  deduction  of  debts, 
to  be  taxed  according  to  the  value  thereof,  contained  in  the 
duplicate  of  the  several  assessors  or  estimated  as  aforesaid,  and 
shall  fix  and  adjust  the  proportion  or  quota  of  tax  to  be  levied 
and  collected  in  each  township  or  ward  in  proportion  to  said 
value ;  provided,  that  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  assessors,  so  met 
as  aforesaid,  from  a  careful,  particular  and  thorough  comparison 
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of  the  said  respective  duplicates,  that  the  value  of  the  property 
contained  in  any  duplicate  is  relatively  less  than  the  value 
of  other  property  in  the  county,  they  may,  for  the  purpose  of 
fixing  and  adjusting  the  said  proportion  or  quota,  and  for  that 
purpose  only,  add  thereto  such  per  centage  as  shall  appear  to 
them  just  and  proper,  and  warranted  by  said  comparision,  but 
not  otherwise. 

Sec.  156.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  said  assessors  at  such  meeting  to  make  out  two  abstracts  of 
the  amount  of  all  the  ratables  in  each  township,  in  the  mariner 
heretofore  practiced,  designating  in  separate  columns  in  said 
abstracts  the  amount  of  quotas,  if  any,  of  county,  poor  and  road 
tax,  to  be  assessed  and  collected  in  the  different  townships,  and 
also  the  number  of  taxable  inhabitants  in  each  township ;  which 
shall  be  signed  by  every  assessor  present,  and  shall  within  three 
days  be  delivered  to  the  county  collector,  who  shall  forthwith 
file  one  of  them  in  his  office  and  transmit  the  other  to  the 
Comproller  of  the  State  for  the  use  of  the  Legislature. 

Sec.  157.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  amount  of  the  cer- 
tainties shall  be  deducted  by  the  said  assessors  from  the  quota  Ibid 
or  sum  apportioned  to  every  township,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  said  quota  or  sum,  with  the  fees  of  assessment,  collection 
and  paying  over  to  the  treasurer,  shall  be  assessed  on  the  tax- 
able property  within  such  township,  according  to  the  valuations 
aforesaid,  at  such  rate  per  dollar,  as  will  be  sufficient  to  pro- 
duce the  sum  required. 

Sec.  15S.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  in  any  town- 

Procedure  in 

ship  in  this  State  there  exists  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  assessor  case  of  vacancy 

«  ,  -i-i  i  ..     .  nl  t"1  board  of  as- 

ot  such  township  whose  duty  it  is  to  assess  and  levy  tneseseors. 
State,  State  school  and  county  taxes  within  such  township  at 
the  time  fixed  by  law  for  the  meeting  of  the  assessors  of  the 
county,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  majority  of  the 
assessors  of  the  county  wherein  such  township  is  situate, 
attending  such  meeting,  after  they  shall  have  ascertained 
the  proportion  of  the  tax  to  be  assessed  and  levied  on  the  town- 
ship of  the  non-attending  assessor  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
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this  act,  forthwith  to  appoint  a  committee  of  not  less  than 
three  of  the  attending  members  of  their  body,  who  thereupon 
are  authorized  and  empowered  to  perform  all  duties  which 
the  assessor  of  any  township  is  or  may  be  required  to  perform 
as  to  the  levying  and  assessing  any  State,  State  school  and 
county  taxes,  within  any  such  township;  and  the  said  taxes  so 
levied  and  assessed  shall  be  valid,  notwithstanding  they  may  be 
assessed  or  levied  by  said  committee  prior  or  subsequent  to  the 
time  fixed  by  this  act  for  the  regular  assessment  of  taxes. 

WHEN  TO  ASSESS  OTHER  THAN  TOWNSHIP  TAXES. 

Sec.  159.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  any  borough, 
town  or  village  or  other  taxing  district  in  any  township  in  this 
when  to  as-  State  has  refused  or  neglected,  or  shall  hereafter  refuse  or  neg- 
township taxes,  lect  to  elect  or  appoint  an  assessor  to  assess  and  levy  the  State 
school  tax,  or  other  tax  due  to  the  State,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  assessor  of  the  township  from  which  the  said  borough  or 
taxing  district  was  originally  carved  or  set  off,  to  assess  and 
levy  all  taxes  due  from  such  borough  or  taxing  district,  whether 
in  arrears  or  otherwise,  in  the  same  manner  as  township  taxes 
are  authorized  by  this  act  to  be  assessed. 

ibid.  Sec.  160.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall   be  the  duty  of 

such  township  assessor  within  thirty  da}*s  after  notice  from  the 
county  collector  of  the  amount  of  taxes  due  and  unpaid  from 
such  borough,  town,  village  or  other  taxing  district,  to  assess  and 
levy  upon  the  taxable  property  of  such  borough,  town,  village 
or  taxing  district,  the  taxes  due  and  unpaid,  and  in  giving  that 
notice,  the  county  collector  shall  state  the  amount  of  taxes  due 
and  in  arrears,  and  such  statement  and  notice  shall  be  a  suffi- 
cient warrant  to  the  assessor  in  assessing  the  same  ;  and  the 
said  assessor  upon  receiving  such  notice,  shall  proceed  immedi- 
ately to  make  such  assessment,  and  as  soon  as  the  same  is  com- 
pleted, shall  turn  over  his  duplicate  to  the  collector  of  said 
township. 

Sec.  161.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  any  incopor- 

ibid.  ated   borough,  town    or    village   shall   not   be  provided  with 

proper  officers  for  the  assessment  of  the  taxes  to  be  imposed 
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for  their  local  government,  and  the  governing  body  of  such 
borough,  town  or  village,  shall  on  or  before  the  twentieth  day 
of  August  in  each  year  certify  to  the  assessor  of  the  township 
in  which  such  borough,  town  or  village  is  located,  the  amount 
of  money  to  be  raised  for  their  local  purposes  under  their  sig- 
natures, or  the  signature  of  their  presiding  officer,  and  attested 
by  the  clerk  under  the  corporate  seal  of  said  borough,  town  or 
village,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  assessor,  acting  upon  the 
said  evidence  of  authority,  to  assess  the  same  upon  the  real  and 
personal  estate  within  such  borough,  town  or  village  liable  to 
taxation,  in  the  manner  provided  by  this  act  for  the  assess- 
ment of  township  taxes  ;  the  said  tax  to  be  denominated  re- 
spectively, "  borough,"  "town  tax"  or  "village  tax,"  as  the 
case  may  be. 

TO  ATTEND  MEETING  OF  COMMISSIONED  OF  APPEAL 
IN  CASE  OF  TAXATION. 

Sec.  162.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  assessor  in  and  for  every  township  tc  attend  the  meeting  ofmeeting  of 
the  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation,  on  the  fourth  of  appeal. 
Tuesday  of  November,  annually,  and  such  other  meetings  as 
the  said  commissioners  may  appoint,  to  offer  such  reasons  as 
he  may  think  proper  in  support  of  any  assessment  that  may  be 
appealed  from. 

WHEN  TO  CORRECT  ASSESSMENT  AND  RE-ASSESS. 

Sec.  163.     And    be    it  enacted,  That  whenever  any   assess- 
ment made  by  the  assessor  of  any  township  in  this  State  is 

,  .  ,  .  When  to  cor- 

appealed  from  by  any  person  or  corporation  thinking;  himself ,  rect assessment 

,».-,».•,  and  re-assess. 

herself  or  itself  aggrieved  thereby,  to  the  State  board  of  taxa- 
tion, and  the  said  board  shall  direct  a  re-assessment  of  the  prop- 
erty of  such  person  or  corporation,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said 
assessor  to  make  a  re-assessment  of  the  property  of  such  person 
or  corporation  according  to  the  order  and  in  compliance  with 
the  rules  made  and  established  by  said  board  of  taxation. 

WHEN  TO  DELIVER  DUPLICATE  OF  ASSESSMENT  TO 
TOWNSHIP  COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES. 

Sec.  16-i.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  said  assessors  shall  liver  duplicate 
within   fifteen    days   after   the   meeting  of  the  county  board 
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of  assessors  deliver  to  the  township  collectors  of  their  re- 
spective townships  a  true  transcript  or  duplicate  of  the  said 
assessment  of  taxes,  in  which  they  shall  add  together  the  sums 
contained  in  each  column,  and  place  such  aggregate  sum  at 
the  foot  of  each  column,  through  every  page. 

ADDITIONAL  POWERS. 

Sec.  165.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  taxes  shall  be   as- 
sessed,   levied  and  collected  in  the  several  townships  of  this 
Provisions  of  State  in  the  manner  prescribed  bv  this  act  and  in  the  manner 

"  An   act   con-  . 

ceming  taxes"  prescribed  by  an  act  entitled,  "  And  act  concerning  taxes,"  ap- 
thisact.  proved   April   fourteenth,    one   thousand   eight  hundred  and 

forty- six,   and   the   several   supplements  thereto,  as  far  as  the 

same  may  be  applicable. 

Sec.  166.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  assessors  of  the  several  townships  of  this  State,  on  or  before 
Report  to  the  fifteenth  day  in  each  year,  to  make  and  transmit  to  the 
comptro  er.  comptroller  of  the  treasury  of  this  State,  an  abstract  of  the 
amount  of  all  the  ratables  in  their  respective  townships,  desig- 
nating in  separate  columns  in  said  abstract  the  amount  of 
quotas  of  State,  county,  poor,  road  and  all  other  taxes  assessed 
and  to  be  collected,  and  also  the  number  of  taxable  inhabitants 
in  such  townships. 

DUTIES    AS    TO    VITAL    STATISTICS. 

Sec.  167.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
reseervecertirf- ^ne    assessor    °f  every  township   to  receive  and  preserve  all 
rfages  &c  "and  certificates  of  marriages,  births  and  deaths  delivered  to  him  by 
sameTobure^u anv  person,  and  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  each  calendar 
ticsT'tal  statls"  month  and  transmit  by  mail  to  the  State  bureau  of  vital  stat- 
istics, at  Trenton,  in  an  envelope  marked    "  vital  statistics,"  all 
the  certificates  of  marriages,  births  and  deaths  received  by  him, 
and  of  all  "special  returns"  of  births  made  by  him  during  the 
preceding  month. 

Sec.  168.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 

To  issue  per-  .  .  -  .„  ,    ,  ,        ■         » 

mits  lor  burial,  every  assessor  upon  the  receipt  ol  a  certificate  of  the   death  or 
any  person  within  his  township,  and  it  is  desired  to  bury  such 
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person  within  the  limits  of  any  city,  borough,  town  or  other 
loca]  municipal  government  of  this  State,  to  issue  a  permit  for 
the  burial  of  the  body  of  the  deceased  person  described  in  the 
certificate  of  death;  and  in  case  any  undertaker  or  other 
person,  who  shall  be  about  to  remove  from  this  State  the  body 
«»t  any  deceased  person  who  shall  have  died  within  this  State, 
shall  present  a  certificate  of  the  death  of  such  person  to  the 
assessor  of  the  township  in  which  the  death  shall  have  occurred, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  assessor  to  issue  to  the  person  pre- 
senting such  cestificate  a  general  or  transmit  permit,  as  the  case 
my  require. 

Sec.  169.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  assessor  of  every  township,  between  the  first  and  tenth  day 
of  April,  m  each  and  every  year,  to  mail  to  each  physician  or  opesato  pbysi- 
midwife  residing  in  such  township,  or  to  supply  to  every  wf""11 
physician  or  midwife,  on  application  therefor,  twelve  envelopes 
of  proper  size,  each  with  the  proper  postage  thereon,  to 
be  provided  at  the  expense  of  the  township,  for  the  use  of  said 
physicians  or  midwives  in  transmitting  certificates  of  births 
occurring  in  any  township  of  this  State  ;  and  the  assessor  of 
any  township  who  shall  ascertain  that  any  physician,  midwife 
or  parent  has  neglected  or  failed  to  transmit  to  him  the  certifi- 
cate of  the  birth  of  any  child,  as  required  by  law,  within  thirty 
days  after  such  birth,  shall  forthwith  make  and  sign  a  certificate 
setting  forth  particularly,  as  far  as  they  can  be  obtained,  the 
day  of  the  month  and  year  of  the  birth,  the  township  or  muni- 
cipality, and  the  county  in  which  the  birth  occurred,  the  name 
of  each  of  the  parents,  the  maiden  name  of  the  mother,  the 
birthplace  and  occupation  of  each  of  the  parents,  the  sex  and 
color  of  the  child,  the  name  of  the  child,  if  it  be  named,  and 
the  name  of  the  attending  physician  or  midwife  if  any  there 
be,  and  shall  mark  the  same  with  the  words  "  special  return," 
but  no  such  certificate  of  the  assessor  and  no  failure  of  any  as- 
sessor to  mail  the  envelopes  aforesaid  shall  release  any  physician 
or  midwife  or  any  parent  from  the  duty  of  certifying  such 
birth,  nor  from  the  penalty  incurred  by  any  neglect  or  failure 
to  certify  such  birth. 

Sec.  170.     And  be  it  enacted,  That   it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
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Keep  a  list  of  every  assessor  to  make  and  keep  a  complete  list,  as  far  as  pos- 

minisiers,  maa;-  '  ,,        ,    .  .    ,       .  .        .    .  •  i      •  i 

istrates,  piiysi-  sible,  of  all  ministers,  magistrates,  physicians,  mid  wives,  imder- 
wiv^sf'  urid'r-  takers  and  other  persons  required  to  perform  any  duties  under 
"  An  act  to  secure  the  certification  of  marriages,  births  and 
deaths,  and  of  the  vital  facts  relating  thereto,  and  to  provide 
for  the  record  thereof,"  approved  February  fifteenth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighty-eight,  and  on  or  about  the  first  day  of  May 
of  each  year  to  send  to  each  such  person  a  printed  copy  of  said  act 
and  of  such  instructions  and  explanations  as  may  be  prepared 
by  the  State  bureau  of  vital  statistics  and  forwarded  by  said 
board  to  them  for  distribution,  and  also  to  furnish  to  each  such 
person,  on  application,  free  of  charge,  a  reasonable  number  of 
blank  forms  as  such  person  may  require  ;  said  forms  being 
supplied  to  the  assessors  by  the  said  State  bureau  of  vital 
statistics ;  and,  whenever,  in  any  township,  there  shall  be  no 
assessor,  then  all  the  duties  prescribed  in  this  act  for  an  assessor 
to  perform  with  regard  to  vital  statistics,  shall  devolve  upon 
the  township  clerk,  who  is  hereby  required  to  perform  the 
same,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  fees  for  performing 
said  duties. 

TO  TAKE  CENSUS  OR  ENUMERATION  OF  INHABITANTS. 

Sec.  171.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  on  the  fifteenth  day  of 
May  of  every  tenth  year  after  the  fifteenth  day  of  May,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-five,  the  assessors  of  the 
several  townships  in  this  State  shall  proceed    to    enumerate, 

Assessor    to  • 

take  census,  truly  and  accurately,  the  inhabitants  residing  in  their  respective 
townships,  by  making  actual  inquiry  at  every  dwelling  house, 
or  of  the  head  of  every  family  residing  therein,  and  tnat  in 
making  such  enumeration  he  shall  ascertain  and  state  in 
separate  lines  or  columns,  according  to  the  schedules  and  in- 
structions to  be  furnished  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  viz : 

I.  The  number  of  dwelling  houses  numbered  in  order  of 
visitation. 

II.  The  number  of  families  numbered  in  order  of  visita- 
tion. 

III.  The  number  of  inhabitants  arranged,  as  far  as  practic- 
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able,  according  to  families  and  dwelling  houses,  and  classified 
as  follows : 

Native  white  males. 

Native  white  females. 

Native  colored  males. 

Native  colored  females. 

Foreign  males — Irish. 

Foreign  females — Irish. 

Foreign  males — German. 

Foreign  females — German. 

Foreign  males — all  other  nationalities. 

Foreign  females — all  other  nationalities. 

Children  of  live  years  of  age  and  under — males. 

Children  of  live  years  of  age  and  under — females. 

All  males,  five  to  twenty  years  of  age. 

All  females,  five  to  twenty  years  of  age. 

All  males,  twenty  to  sixty  years  of  age. 

All  females,  twrenty  to  sixty  years  of  age. 

All  males,  over  sixty  years  of  age. 

All  females,  over  sixty  years  of  age. 

Sec.  172.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  every  person  whose  wheretoenu- 
abode  shall  be  in  any  place  or  in  any  family  on  the  fifteenth  pee,£nes.certaiI1 
day  of  May  in  every  such  tenth  year,  shall  be  returned  by  the 
said  assessors  as  of  such  place  or  family,  and  not  otherwise ; 
and  every  person  casually  absent  at  the  time  of  taking  the 
enumeration  as  belonging  to  that  place  in  which  he  usually  re- 
sides. 

Sec.  173.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  each  assessor  shall  enter 
in  the  blank   return   received,    the  particulars  of  the  enumer-    How  to  make 

.  enumeration. 

ation  so  made,  according  to  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

Sec.  174.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  returns  so  made  out    „ 

How  to  make 

shall  be  certified  by  each  assessor  taking  the  enumeration  to  beretur"  of  enu" 

•>  t  °  meration. 

true  and  accurate,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  and 
shall  state  the  number  of  pages  of  which  it  consists,  which  cer- 
tificate shall  be  subscribed  and  sworn  or  affirmed  to  by  him 
before  any  officer  authorized  to  administer  oaths  and  affirm- 
ations. 
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Sec.  175.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  each  assessor  shall,  on 

or  before  the  first  day  of   July  in   every  such  tenth  year  liere- 

when  to  make  after,  cause  the  returns,  so  certified,    to   be  transmitted  to  the 

return.  ' 

Secretary  of  State  by  express,  carefully  boxed  in  such  manner 
as  to  protect  them  ;  and  if  the  assessor  shall  neglect,  for  five 
days  after  the  said  first  day  of  July,  to  make  his  return  as 
aforesaid,  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  immediately  despatch  a 
messenger  to  procure  such  return,  and  the  expense  thereof 
shall  be  deducted  from  the  account  of  such  assessor  by  the 
board  of  chosen  freeholders  of  the  county  in  which  he  may 
reside,  if  they  think  proper. 

Sec.  176.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  case  of  the  death  of 

any  assessor  or  his  inability  from  any  cause,  or  his  neglect  or 

census  in  case  refusal  to  perform  the  duties  required  by  the  preceding  sections 

biutyeor  refusal  of  this  act  relating  to  the  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 

of  assessor.      gtate,    jt   sbau   ^q   the  duty  of  the  township  collector  of  the 

township  in  which  such   assessor  may  reside,  immediately  to 

appoint  some  suitable  person   residing  in  said  township  to  act 

as  an  enumerator  in  the  place  of  such  assessor  so  failing  to  act, 

which  person,  so  appointed,  shall  perform  the  duties  imposed 

by  this  act  on  such  assessor, 

Sec.  177.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  assessors  of  the  several  townships  of  this  State  where  prop- 
erty of  any  railroad  or  canal  company,  not  used  for  railroad  or 
canal  purposes,  shall  be  assessed,  if  required  so  to  do  by  the 
State  board  of  assessors,  to  certify  and  send  to  the  State  board 
of  assessors  on  or  before  the  second  Monday  in  June,  in  each 
year,  a  statement  giving  a  description  of  such  property  and 
showing  the  assessed  valuation  thereof ;  the  said  township 
assessors  shall  also,  at  the  same  time,  certify  and  send  to  the 
State  board  of  assessors  a  short  description  of  all  the  real  prop- 
erty in  their  respective  districts,  used  or  owned  for  railroad  or 
canal  purposes,  excepting  the  main  stem  or  road  bed  and  track, 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  feet  in  width  of  each  railroad,  and 
the  water-way,  towing-path  and  berme-bank,  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  fee  in  width,  of  each  canal ;  the  said  township  as- 
sessors shall  also  certify  to  the  said  board  the  local  rate  of  tax- 
ation  for   county  and   township  purposes,  as  soon  as  the  same 
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shall  be  determined,  and  such  other  Information  obtained  in  the 
course  of  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  their  offices  aa  the 

said  hoard  shall  require  of  them. 

THE  DUTIES  ami  POWERS  OF  THE  TOWNSHIP  COLLECTOR    OF   TAXES. 

Sec.  17*.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  collector  of  every    „, 

J      To   give    no- 

towDship  shall  annually,  on  the  first  day  of  October,  give  notice  ti(=e  of  time 

r  J '  J  '  &  when  taxes  are 

by  advertisements  set  up  in  at  least  four  of  the  most  public  payable, 
places  in  the  township,  of  the  taxes  by  this  act  required  to  be 
assessed,  levied  and  collected,  and  that  if  the  same  be  not  paid 
by  a  certain  day  therein  mentioned,  the  name  of  the  defaulter, 
with  the  tax,  will  be  returned  to  a  justice  of  the  peace  for 
prosecution;  in  which  advertisements,  notice  shall  also  be  given 
of  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  commissioners  of 
appeal  in  cases  of  taxation. 

Sec.  179.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  township  collectors, 
within  sixty  days  after  the  receipt  of  the  transcript  or  dupli- 
cate of  the  assessment  of  taxes,  shall  demand  payment  of  the 
tax  or  sum  assessed  on  each  individual  or  corporation  in  their  Demand  pay- 
respective  townships,  by  notice  in  writing  or  printed,  which mento  taxei 
shall  set  forth  the  number  of  acres  assessed,  the  value  of  the 
real  estate  and  of  the  personal  estate  assessed  to  each  one,  and 
of  the  rate  per  dollar  assessed,  and  the  several  sums  assessed  on 
each  person  or  corporation  for  State,  county,  township,  poor, 
school,  road,  poll,  dog  and  other  taxes,  as  the  same  are  stated 
on  the  duplicate,  and  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  of  the 
commissioners  of  appeal ;  which  notice  shall  be  served  on  each 
individual  in  their  respective  townships  in  person  or  left  at  his 
or  her  place  of  residence,  and  on  a  corporation  by  delivering 
the  same  to  any  officer  or  director  thereof,  or  leaving  the  same 
at  the  principal  office  or  place  of  business  of  such  corporation. 

Sec.  180.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the   collector,  immedi- 
ately  after    having   received  his  duplicate  from  the  assessor,    To  attend  be- 

.  .  fore     commis- 

shall  submit  the  same  to  the  committee  of  the  township  where-  sioners  of  ap- 

.  peal. 

of  he  is  the  collector,  and  if  the  said  committee  direct  that 
notice  be  given  to  any  individual  or  corporation,  that  such  in- 
dividual or  corporation  has  been  assessed  at  too  low  a  rate,  or 
omitted  to  have  been  assessed,  as  required  by  this  act,  then  the 
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said  collector  shall,  at  least  ten  days  before  the  time  of  meeting 
of  the  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation,  deliver  to 
such  individual,  or  leave  at  his  dwelling  house,  or  deliver  to  the 
president,  cashier,  treasurer,  clerk  or  secretary,  or  if  no  such 
officer  can  be  found,  to  a  director  of  such  corporation,  or  leave 
at  the  place  of  business  of  such  corporation,  a  notice  in  writing 
or  printing  of  the  following  or  like  tenor,  viz  :  "  To 
you,  are  hereby  notified  that  complaint  will  be  made  to  the 
commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation  at  on 

„  „     .    .  that  you  have  been  assessed  at  too  low 

Notice  to  in-  ,  .  ' 

dividual  or  cor- a  rate  (or  omitted  to  be  assessed),  to  the  end  that,  after  due  ex- 

poration  as-         .  .     1  n  ' 

sessed  at  too  animation  of  the   facts,  such  addition  may  be  made  to  vour 

low  a  rate    or  i     n  1         •    i 

assessed  t0  be  aS  n&      an(*  ProPer  aBcl  according  to  law ;  "  and 

it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collector  to  attend  before  said  com- 
missioners and  to  present  the  complaints,  and  to  subpoena  all 
proper  and  ne  essary  witnesses  and  to  pay  them  their  fees. 

Sec.  181.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  collectors  of  the 
several  townships  of  this  State  shall  collect  all  such  sum  or 
sums  of  money  as  shall  be  voted  by  the  legal  voters  of  their 
respective  townships  at  their  annual  township  elections  or  at 
collect  taxes,  any  special  election  therein  duly  held  for  the  purpose,  to  be 
raised  for  any  lawful  object  or  purpose  thereof,  as  are  or  shall 
be  expressly  vested  in  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  townships 
of  this  State  by  this  or  any  other  act  of  the  Legislature,  and  in 
the  same  manner  and  under  the  like  fees,  fines  and  penalties  as 
the  money  raised  in  such  townships  by  the  board  of  chosen 
freeholders  of  the  county  is,  or  shall  be  assessed,  levied  and 
collected ;  the  said  collectors  shall  also  collect  in  their  respec- 
tive townships,  the  tax  on  dogs  in  the  same  manner  as  State, 
county  and  township  taxes  are  collected  ;  and  shall  also  collect 
all  State,  county,  school  or  other  taxes,  required  to  be  assessed 
and  collected  in  their  respective  townships,  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  law. 

COLLECT  SCHOOL  TAXES  AND  HOLD  THE  SAME  IN  TRUST. 

taxeStoid      Sec-  182-     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 

trast.s  a  m  e  in  the  township  collector  of  each  township  to  receive  and  hold  in 

trust,  all  school  moneys  belonging  to  the  township  or  to  any  of 

the  districts  thereof,  whether  received  from   the   State  appro- 
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priation.  from  township  or  district  tax,  or  from  other  sources, 
and  to  pay  out  the  same  only  on  the  order  of  the  district  clerks 
of  the  several  districts  of  his  township,  which  order  shall 
specify  the  object  for  which  it  is  given,  and  shall  be  signed  by 
at  least  one  other  trustee  beside  said  clerk,  and  shall  be  made 
payable  to  the  order  of  and  be  endorsed  by  the  person  entitled 
to  receive  it,  and  he  shall,  on  the  order  of  the  township  com- 
mittee, pay  over  any  balance  of  school  funds  remaining  in  his 
hands  to  his  successor  in  office,  and  he  shall  procure  a  suitable 
book  in  which  he  shall  keep  a  separate  account  with  each 
school  district  in  his  township,  crediting  each  with  the  amounts 
apportioned  to  it  by  the  county  superintendent,  and  the  amount 
raised  by  tax  in  the  district,  and  charging  each  with  the  orders 
paid  for  the  said  district,  and  he  shall  present  his  accounts  to 
be  examined  and  settled  by  the  township  committee  at  the  close 
of  the  year,  a  copy  of  which  settlement,  certified  by  the  com- 
mittee, showing  the  amounts  received,  the  amounts  expended 
by  him  for  school  purposes  during  the  year  and  the  balance  re- 
maining in  his  hands,  he  shall  transmit  within  ten  days  to  the 
county  superintendent,  and  another  copy  of  the  same  he  shall 
file  with  the  clerk  of  the  township,  and  as  compensation  for 
such  service  the  township  collector  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
three-fourths  of  one  per  centum  on  all  school  funds  received 
and  paid  out  by  him  for  such  purposes  during  the  year,  to  be 
paid  by  the  township  committee  from  the  funds  of  the  town- 
ship. 

Sec.  183.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  school  moneys    be- 
longing to  fractional  districts  shall  be  held  subject  to  the  order  J°hog amc3 
of  the  trustees  by  the  collector   of  that  township  in  which  the  school  districts 
fraction  containing  the  school  house  is  situated. 

Sec.  184.     And  be  it  enacted,  That   it   shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  collectors  of  the  several  townships  of  this   State  to  collect  J^^f™} 
all  district  school  taxes  assessed  in  their  respective  townships  °^r S^ 
at   the  time  and  in  the  manner  that  other  township  taxes  are c,erk- 
collected,  and  to  pay  over  all  moneys  so  received  on  the  order 
of  the  district  clerk  of   the  school  district  in  which  such  tax 
shall  have  been  levied. 
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Sec.  1S5.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenerer  the  trustees 
or  governing  body  of  any  village  or  other  municipality  within 
a^d'otbeV'mu- a  townsmP  shall,  by  requisition,  order  and  direct  the  assessor 
certa^i cases  in°^  sucn  township  to  assess  upon  the  ratable  lands,  chattels? 
assets  and  certainties  of  such  village  or  municipality,  in  addition 
to  the  other  taxes  which  he  may  be  authorized  and  directed 
by  law  to  assess,  such  sum  of  money  as  the  trustees  or  other 
governing  authority  of  said  village  or  j municipality  have 
made  requisition  upon  him  to  assess  agreeably  to  law,  then  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collector  of  such  township  to  collect 
such  sum  so  as  aforesaid  assessed  the  same  as  he  collects  the 
township  taxes,  and  he  shall  pay  over  the  same,  as  collected,  to 
the  trustees  or  other  governing  authorities  of  such  village. 

Sec.  186.     And  be  it  enacted,    That  the  taxes  on  all  mort- 
gages or  debts  secured  thereby,  which  shall  be  subject  to  tax- 
coiiect  taxes  ation  shall  be  collected  bv  the   collector  in   and  for   the  town- 

on    mortgages  J 

tum  ™f  kdeiin-  smP  wnerem  the  lands  in  the  mortgage   described  are  situate  ; 

quents.  that   in  case  the  taxes  upon  such  mortgages  or  debts  secured 

thereby,  as  shall  hereafter  be  assessed,  shall  remain  unpaid  for 
the  space  of  sixty  days  after  the  time  appointed  for  the  pay- 
ment of  taxes,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  township  collector 
to  make  out  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  delinquents,  classifying 
them  according  to  their  residences  in  counties,  with  the  sums 
due  from  them  respectively,  for  taxes  upon  mortgages  held 
by  them,  for  which  deduction  has  been  allowed,  thereto  an- 
nexed, and  shall  deliver  the  same  to  some  justice  of  the  peace 
of  the  county  wherein  the  said  delinquents  reside  respectively. 

Sec.  187.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  any  taxes 
collect  taxes  shall  be  levied  and  assessed  in  any  township  by  a  committee 
commfttee!7  a  appointed  by  the  county  board  of  assessors,  in  case  of  a  vacancy 
in  the  office  of  assessor  of  such  township  occurring  at  tli3  time 
of  the  meeting  of  the  county  board  of  assessors,  the  said  taxes 
shall  be  collected  by  the  township  collector  of  such  township, 
in  the  same  manner  and  according  to  the  rules  and  regulations 
laid  down  and  prescribed  by  this  act  for  the  collection  of  town- 
ship taxes. 

Sec.  188.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  taxes  assessed  upon 
any  mortgage  made  to  the    Chancellor  in  his  official  capacity, 


Ibid. 
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or  to  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  for  the  investment  of  money  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  against  the  person  or  persons  having  TaX|a  made°rto 
the  beneficial  interest  in  such  mortgage  or  mortgages  shall  he^"cellor  or 
collected  by  the  collector  of  taxes  in  and  for  the  township 
wherein  the  lands  in  the  mortgage  described  are  situate  ;  that 
where  t  He  person  or  persons  assessed  as  aforesaid  is  or  are  resi- 
dent or  residents  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and  such,  taxes 
remain  unpaid  for  the  space  of  sixty  days  after  the  expiration 
of  the  time  appointed  for  the  payment  of  taxes,  then  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  collector  to  proceed  to  collect  such  delinquent 
taxes  in  the  same  manner  as  the  taxes  on  all  other  mortgages 
are  directed  to  be  collected  by  thts  act. 

Sec.  189.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  upon  petition  of  the 
collector  for  the  time  being  of  any  township  to  which  any  of 
the  taxes,  assessed  as  last  aforesaid,  now  are  or  hereafter  may 
be  due  and  unpaid,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Chancellor  to 
make  such  order  and  take  such  measures  for  the  payment  of 
the  same  out  of  the  income  or  interest  of  the  mortgage  or  debt 
secured  thereby,  on  which  the  said  tax  is  assessed,  as  to  him 
shall  seem  proper,  and  to    enforce   such  order  as  in  other  cases. 

Sec.  190.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
collector,  at  any  time  before  the  meeting  of  the  commissioners  '^o  assess  per- 
of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation,  to  enter  the  name  of  any  person  ed  b?  assessor, 
with  a  proper  assessment,  which  may  have  been  omitted  or 
overlooked  by  the  assessor,  giving  said  person  immediate  notice 
of  such  entry,  and  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  next  meeting 
of  the  said  commissioners  of  appeal. 


TO    COLLECT   TAXES    FROM    DELINQUENTS HOW. 

Section  191.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  case  of  the  non-  Howtocoliect 
payment  of  taxes  at  the  time  appointed,  the  township  collector  {fL*easenrtgm  de~ 
shall  make  out  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  delinquents,  with  the 
sums  due  from  them  respectively  thereto  annexed,  and  deliver 
the  same  to  some  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  on  the 
twentieth  day  of  December  in  every  year,  except  when  the  said 
day  shall  happen  on  Sunday,  and  then  on  the"  next  day  follow- 
ing ;  that  the  justice  of  the  peace,  on  receiving  the  list  of  delin- 
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quents  as  aforesaid,  shall  administer  an  oatli  to  the  said  col- 
lector that  the  moneys,  in  the  said  list  mentioned,  have  been 
duly  demanded,  or  due  notice  thereof  given  or  left  at  the  usual 
place  of  residence  of  each  delinquent  who  can  be  found,  or  who 
may  then  reside  in  the  said  township,  and  thereupon  to  give  to 
the  said  collector  a  receipt  for  such  list,  certifying  therein  the 
names  of  the  delinquents  and  the  sums  at  which  they  were 
respectively  assessed. 

Sec.  192.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
peace^to^ssue  Jus^ce  °^  ^ne  Peace  within  five  days  after  the  receipt  of  the  list 
tax  warrant.  0f  ^q  names  0f  the  delinquents,  to  make  out  and  deliver  to 
the  township  collector,  or  to  any  constable  of  the  said  township 
when  so  requested  by  the  said  collector,  a  warrant  or  warrants, 
requiring  said  collector  or  such  constable  as  aforesaid,  to  levy 
the  tax  so  in  arrear,  with  costs,  by  distress  and  sale  of  the 
goods  and  chattels  of  the  delinquent,  giving  at  least  four  days 
notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  such  sale,  by  advertisements  set 
up  in  three  of  the  most  public  places  in  the  township ;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  collector  to  collect  the  tax  for 
which  such  warrant  is  issued  within  forty-five  days  after  the 
date  thereof,  or  if  such  warrant  be  issued  to  a  constable  as 
herein  provided,  then  such  constable  shall  pay  the  tax  afore- 
said to  the  township  collector  within  the  period  aforesaid  ;  and 
the  said  warrant  shall  further  direct  that,  if  goods  and  chattels 
of  the  delinquent  cannot  be  found,  or  not  sufficient  to  make 
the  moneys  required,  the  collector  or  constable  aforesaid  shall 
take  his  or  her  body,  if  it  be  found  in  the  county,  to  be  kept 
in  close  and  safe  custody  until  payment  be  made  of  the  said 
tax,  with  costs,  provided,  however,  that  no  warrant  shall  issue 
against  the  body  of  any  person  for  or  on  account  of  any  default 
or  delinquency  in  the  payment  of  taxes  on  real  estate ;  pro- 
vided, that  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  any  city,  borough, 
township,  town  or  district  having  special  provisions  inconsistent 
herewith. 

Sec.  193.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  person  or  corpora- 
Add  interest  tion  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to    pay   the  tax  due  from  such  per- 

to  taxes  ij  ar-  .  ...  .  . 

rears.  son  or  corporation  by  the  time  appointed  by   law  for  the  pay- 

ment of  the  same,  such  delinquent  shall  pay  interest   on  said 
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tax  at  the  rate  of  twelve  per  centum  per  annum  upon  the 
amount  of  each  tax  from  the  time  of  such  delinquency,  until 
such  tax  be  paid,  which  interest  shall  be  added  to  the  amount 
of  each  tax  by  the  officer  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  collect  such 
tax,  and  shall  be  collected  by  such  officer,  and  accounted  for 
and  paid  over  by  him  in  the  same  manner  that  the  taxes  of 
delinquents  are  by  law  required  to  be  collected  and  paid   over. 

Sec.  194.      And  be  it  enacted,    That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 

^  Accept     sum 

the  township  collector  of  any  township  of  this  State,  upon  re-  ^edcob^m^e" 
ceivins  a  certified  statement  of  the  amount  which  the   town- in   ado-»ufm«n* 
ship  committee  shall  have  agreed  to  accept  in  full  satisfaction taxes- 
of  unpaid  taxes  and  assessments  or  either,  to  accept  such  sum 
so  agreed  to  be  accepted  in  full  satisfaction  of  such  taxes  and 
assessments,  and  to  give  a  receipt  for  the  amount  paid  in  satis- 
faction thereof  to  the  person  paying  the  same  ;  which   receipt, 
accompanied  by  said  statement,  shall  be  sufficient  evidence  of 
the  payment  and  satisfaction  of  such  taxes  and  assessments,  and 
upon  presentation  thereof,  with  the  tax  bill  annexed,  to  the 
clerk   of   the    county,   he   shall  satisfy  the  tax  or  assessment 
record  in  his  office,  relating  to  unpaid  taxes  and  assessments,  or 
either,  or  both  of  them,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  payment  of  the 
said  tax  or  assessment. 

Sec.  195.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  collector  of  each 
of  the  townships  in  this  State  shall,  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  Make  report. 
February  in  each  year,  file  with  the  clerk  of  his  township  a 
full,  true  and  complete  account  of  his  receipts  and  expenditures, 
for  account  of  his  township,  during  the  preceding  year,  the 
amount  of  taxes  remaining  unpaid,  the  names  of  the  delin- 
quents, and  the  amount  due  from  each ;  that  the  said  account 
shall  be  in  writing,  verified  by  the  oath  of  the  collector  that  the 
same  is  in  all  respects  just  and  true. 

Sec.  198.     And  be   it  enacted,    That  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  April,  annually,  the  collector   or  other  officers  having  File  with  town- 
the  collection  of  taxes  for  any  township  in  this  State  shall  make  ment  of  deiin- 
out  and  file  with  the  clerk   of  such  township  a  statement  in  qu  ' 
wr'ting,    setting   forth    in    detail    the    name    of  each  person 
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assessed,  whose  tax  or  taxes  lie  lias  been  unable  to  collect  from 
the  person  charged  with  such  tax  or  taxes  by  reason  of  re- 
moval, insolvency  or  erroneous  assessment,  the  value  and  kind 
of  property,  the  amount  of  tax  and  the  cause  of  inability  to 
collect  said  tax  in  each,  in  proper  columns  provided  in  a  list 
for  that  purpose,  which  said  statement  shall  be  verified  by  the 
oath  or  affirmation  of  such  collector  or  other   collecting  officer. 

Sec.  197.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 

the   collector  or  of  the   constable  to  whom  any  tax  warrant 

of  tax  warrant  shall  be  directed  and  delivered,  to  return  the  said  warrant  to 

with  schedule 

the  justice  of  the  peace  who  issued  the  same,  with  a  schedule 
thereunto  annexed,  containing  a  particular  account  of  the  money 
by  him  levied  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  or  received  from 
each  delinquent,  and  in  what  manner  in  other  respects  he  had 
executed  the  said  warrant ;  and  the  said  justice  shall,  upon  re- 
ceipt of  such  return,  deliver  a  copy  of  the  said  warrant  and  re- 
turn to  the  township  collector,  upon  his  application  for  it,  if 
said  warrant  shall  have  been  delivered  to  a  constable  as  afore- 
said, and  shall  return  the  original  warrant,  if  not  fully  ex- 
ecuted, to  the  collector  or  constable,  as  the  case  may  be,  who  is 
hereby  required  to  proceed  and  execute  the  same. 

TO  GIVE  NOTICE  OF  SALE  OF  LANDS  FOR  UNPAID  TAXES. 

Sec.  19S.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  collector,  before  he  sells  any  lands,  tenements,  heredita- 
o£?and^forSun-  ments  or  real  estate  by  virtue  of  the  warrant  authorized  by  this 
paid  taxes.  act  to  ^Q  issue(j  Dy  i\ie  township  committee,  to  give  public 
notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  such  sale,  by  advertisements, 
signed  by  such  collector,  in  a  newspaper  printed  and  published 
in  the  township  or  in  the  county  wherein  such  lands,  tenements, 
hereditaments  or  real  estate  are  situate,  once  in  each  week  for 
at  least  four  weeks  successively  next  preceding  the  time  ap- 
pointed for  such  sale,  and  shall  cause  copies  of  such  notice  to 
be  set  up  in  five  of  the  most  public  places  in  said  township  for 
the  same  period,  one  of  which  must  be  at  or  near  the  lands, 
tenements,  hereditaments  or  real  estate  to  be  sold,  and  shall 
forthwith  mail  a  copy  of  such  notice  to  the  owner  or  owners, 
directed  to  him,  her  or  them,  at  his,  her  or  their  last  known 
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post  office  addesss,  with  full  postage  prepaid  thereon  ;  provided 
such  Bllea  may  be  adjourned  on  application  of  the  owner  or 
other  person  interested  therein,  or  because  of  no  bidden,  from 
time  to  time,  not  exceeding  sixty  days,  in  which  case  a  short 
notice  of  roch  adjournment  shall  be  published  in  the  said  news- 
paper. 

Sec.  199.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  he  law- 
ful for  the  said  collector,  at  the  time  and  place  specified  in  the 
above  notice,  or  at  the  time  and  place  to  which  he  shall  adjourn 
as  aforesaid,  to  sell  and  strike  off  such  lands,  tenements,  heredita- 
ments or  real  estate  set  forth  in  such  warrant,  or  any  part  there- 
of, to  such  person  or  persons  as  will  agree  to  take  the  same  for 
the  shortest  term  and  pay  such  taxes  as  may  be  assessed  as 
aforesaid  on  account  thereof  and  the  interest  thereon,  and  all 
3,  fees,  charges  and  expenses  touching  the  same,  such  pay- 
ment to  he  made  in  all  cases  before  the  conclusion  of  such  sale, 
and  if  not  so  made  the  collector  shall  re-sell  the  property ;  and 
that  within  ten  days  thereafter  the  said  collector  shall  deliver 
to  the  purchaser  a  certificate  of  such  sale,  under  his  hand  and 
seal  and  duly  acknowleged  according  to  law :  such  certificate 
shall  contain  a  description  of  the  property,  the  term  for  which 
sold,  the  amount  of  tax,  interest,  costs,  fees,  charges  and  ex- 
penses in  detail,  the  year  for  which  assessed,  the  time  when 
the  right  to  redeem  shall  expire  and  the  date  of  the  warrant 
under  which  the  sale  was  made. 

Sec.  200.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  township  collector  of  each  township,  on  or  before  the  first  Make  retum 
day  of  February  in  each  year,  to  make  return  in  writing  to  the  ^ countDyqcie?k! 
clerk  of  the  county  in  which  his  township  is  situate,  of  all  un- 
paid taxes  assessed  the  preceding  year  on  real  estate  situate  in 
his  township,  setting  forth  against  whom  assessed,  the  date, 
description  of  the  property,  the  amount  of  tax  thereon,  to 
which  he  shall  affix  an  oath  or  affirmation  in  writing  to  the 
effect  that  the  same  is  just,  true,  full  and  complete  in  even- 
particular,  as  shown  by  his  tax  duplicate. 

Sec.  201.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  when  the  description  of 
anv  real  estate  heretofore  assessed  or  hereafter  to  be  assessed 
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in  any  township  of  this  State  is  insufficient  to  make  a  legal 

sale  of  such  real  estate  for  the  taxes  so  assessed,  the  collector  or 

Amendment  of  other  officer  having  the  collection  thereof,  may  make  appli- 

descnpno  i    of  °  7  J  *  L 

land  advertised  catjon  f0  oue  0f  j-}ie  judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of 

for  salefor  jo 

taxes.  the  county  where  such  lands  are  situate,  at  any  time  before  the 

sale  thereof  to  have  the  same  amended  by  such  short  descrip- 
tion as  will  sufficiently  describe  the  same  ;  and  the  said  judge, 
upon  proof  of  the  facts  alleged,  is  hereby  empowered  to  so 
amend  the  description  of  such  real  estate  as  will  enable  such 
officer  to  properly  advertise  the  same  and  make  title  thereto ; 
provided  that  the  owner  or  owners  of  said  property  shall  have 
had  at  least  ten  days  notice  of  said  application. 

Sec.  202.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
collector  may  every  collector  of  taxes  to  make  such  amendments,  corrections 
tion.  and  alterations  in  the  description  of  any  land  or  real  estate 

assessed  as  shall  be  useful  to  better  ascertain  the  location 
and  extent  thereof  and  to  identify  the  same ;  and  the  taxes 
assessed  upon  such  land  and  real  estate  shall  be  and  remain  a 
lien  upon  the  same  according  to  the  said  corrected  descrip- 
tion of  the  same,  provided  that  all  such  corrections  be  made 
before  the  public  notice  is  given  of  the  sale  of  such  land  or 
real  estate. 

PROCEEDCRE  IN  CASES  OF  NON-PAYMENT  OF  TAXES  ON  UNTENANTED 
LANDS,  OR  TAXES  NOT  PAID  BY  TENANT. 

Sec.  203.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
cases  of  non-  the  township  collector  in  case  the  tax,  which  shall  belaid  on 
taxes  on  un ten- an v  unimproved  or  untenanted  land,  be  not  paid  agreeably  to 

anted  lands,  or'  l  /  i        i   _\*   i 

taxes  not  paid  law,  or  if  tenanted  bv  anv  person  or  persons,   (not   the  lawful 

by  tenant.  X  i  • 

proprietor)  who  are  unable  to  pay  his  or  her  proprietor  s  tax  as 
aforesaid,  to  make  return  of  the  said  tax  to  a  justice  of  the 
peace  of  the  county,  who  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to 
LsBne  a  warrant  within  five  days  thereafter,  to  the  township  col- 
lector, or  to  any  constable  of  the  said  township  when  so  re- 
quested by  the  said  collector,  commanding  said  collector  or 
such  constable  as  aforesaid,  to  levy  such  tax  by  distress  and  sale 
of  so  much  of  the  timber,  wood,  herbage  or  other  vendible  pro- 
perty of  the  owner,  and  on  the  premises,  as  will  be  sufficient  to 
pay  the  same  with  costs. 
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Sec.  204.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  he  the  duty  of 
the  said  collector,  or  constable  as  aforesaid,  who  shall,  or  may  JEf^J? adwr< 

after  have  occasion  to  collect  any  tax.  by  distress  and  sale 
of  any  timber,  wood,  herbage,  or  other  vendible  property 
according  to  the  last  foregoing  section  of  this  act,  to  put  up 
notices  of  Bnch  Bale  in  tive  of  the  most  public  places  in  the 
township  where  the  premises  are,  at  least  thirty  days  previous 
to  such  distress  and  sale,  and  shall  advertise  the  same  in  a 
newspaper  printed  in  the  county  or  circulating  therein,  at 
least  four  weeks  successively,  prior  to  such  sale,  and  shall 
therein  set  forth  the  names  of  all  the  persons  to  whom  such 
tax  is  assessed  and  the  amount  of  tax  and  cost  due  from 
each  of  them  respectively,  and  the  day  and  hour  ot  sale. 
which  sale  shall  be  held  between  the  hours  of  twelve  and 
live  o'clock  of  said  day. 

Sec.  205.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  said  collector  shall 
return  warrants  for  the  sale  of  lands  to  said  committee  within 
the  time  required  therein,  together  with  all  of  his  proceedings  of  tax  warrants 
thereunder,  in  writing,  and  he  shall  annex  thereto  copies  of  ia-ds. 
the  notices  required  to  be  by  him  given,  published,  mailed 
and  posted,  with  proof  of  such  publication,  posting  and  mail- 
ing and  an  oath  or  affirmation  by  said  collector  that  the  said 
return  is  true,  full  and  complete  in  all  respects. 

Sec.  206.     And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  collector  shall  have 

Adjournment 

power  to  adjourn  any  sale  for  more  than  sixty  days,  upon  the  of  s&le- 
written  request  of  the  township  committee,  provided  there  be 
no  purchasers  present. 

Sec.  2;,7.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  case  the  collector'.-: 
term  of  office  shall  expire  before  he  shall  have  completed  his    DutT  of  col_ 
proceedings  under  any  warrant,  he  shall  continue  such  pro-  p  f r°a  ffoVof 
ceedings  thereunder  to  the  end,  and  in  which  case  his  bondsmen  term" 
shall  be  liable  for  any  illegal  act  of  their  principal  in  the  same 
manner  and  to  the  same  extent  as  though  said  collector's  term 
of  office  had  not  expired. 

-    t.  208.     And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  collector  of  taxes  in    Famish  copy 
any  township  in  this  State  shall  furnish  a  correct   copy,  in  aid  ta£p'wtrt 

rant. 
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writing,  under  oath  or  affirmation,  of  the  duplicate  or  tran- 
script of  the  assessment  of  taxes,  and  the  tax  warrant  or  war- 
rants in  his  hands  or  possession,  to  the  committee  of  the 
township  whereof  he  is  collector,  when  required  by  a  resolution 
of  said  committee,  within  five  days  after,  a  copy  of  such  resolu- 
tion, in  writing,  attested  by  the  clerk  of  the  township  shall  be 
served  on  him. 

Sec.  209.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
taxet  to  county  the  collector  of  every  township  of  this  State,  out  of  the  first 
moneys  which  shall  be  collected  by  him,  to  pay  to  the  county 
collector  of  the  county  in  which  he  holds  his  office,  the  State 
and  county  taxes  required  to  be  assessed  in  his  township,  by 
the  twenty  second  day  of  December  in  every  year. 

Sec.  210.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  justices  of  the  peace, 
constables  and  township  collectors  shall  render  to  the  township 
committee  of  their  respective   townships,   when  by  them  re- 
totnswp 'com-  quired,  a  true  account  of  all  the  moneys  which  they  or  any  of 
mittee.  them  shall  have  received  on  an  assessment  made  or  to  be  made, 

and  not  paid  over  to  the  county  collector  agreeably  to  law  : 
which  money  the  said  justices  of  the  peace,  constables  and 
township  collectors  are  hereby  directed  to  pay  on  demand  to 
the  treasurer  of  said  township  committee. 

Sec.  211.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be   lawful  for 
Kin  or  cause  the  township  collector,   or  the  person  or  persons  having  the 

to  be  killed  cer-  l  r  1  6  _ 

tain  dogs.  authority  and  power  to  collect  the  taxes  on  any  dog  or  dogs,  bitch 
or  bitches,  and  he  or  they  are  hereby  required  to  kill  or  cause 
to  be  killed  any  dog  or  dogs,  bitch  or  bitches  of  any  person  or 
persons  who  may  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  said  taxes,  and 
the  expense  of  killing  the  same  shall  be  paid  by  the  township 
committee. 

THE  DUTIES  AXD  POWERS  OF  COMMISSIONERS  OF  APPEAL 
IN  CASES  OF  TAXATION. 


When    and 


Sec.  212.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall  think 
where  "to"  meet  himself  aggrieved  by  the  assessment  made  and  levied  by  the 

and  upon  what  »    ,  ,-,  ~  ,  i 

notice.  assessor  of  taxes  upon  the  property  of  such  person,  he  may 
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appeal  to  the  commissioners  of  appeal,  in  cases  of  taxation,  in 
and  for  the  proper  township,  who  are  hereby  required  to  con- 
vene for  the  purpose  of  discharging  the  duties  of  their  office 
on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  November,  annually,  at  the  usual 
place  of  meeting  of  the  township  committee,  and  at  such  other 
time  and  times  as  they  shall  appoint,  giving  at  least  eight  days 
previous  notice  of  every  meeting,  except  such  annual  meeting, 
in  writing,  under  their  hands  and  fixed  up  at  six  or  more  public 
places  in  such  township. 

Sec.  213.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  commissioners  of 
appeal  in  cases  of  taxation,  and  each  of  them  shall  have  power, 
and  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  issue  subpoenas  for  the  attendance  oE"appeaTmay 

-       .,  ,     j.  .\  .     .  .,        ,  .  j.  issue     subpoe- 

ot  witnesses  before  said  commissioners  in  the  hearing  of  an  na^. 
appeal,  which  subpoena  shall  be  served  as  in  cases  of  subpoenas 
for  witnesses  to  appear  at  the  trial  of  actions  before  courts  for 
the  trial  of  small  causes  ;  the  witness  so  subpoenaed  shall  re- 
ceive the  same  fees,  and  be  liable  to  the  same  penalties  as 
witnesses  subpoenaed  to  appear  before  said  courts,  and  either 
of  said  commissioners  is  hereby  empowered  to  administer  the 
necessary  oath  or  affirmation  to  such  witnesses. 

Sec.  214.  And  belt  enacted,  That  if  any  person  or  persons, 
body  politic  or  corporate  liable  to  taxation,  shall  be  assessed  at  May  increase 
too  low  a  rate,  or  be  omitted  to  be  assessed,  upon  complaint  assessments. 
made  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases 
of  taxation,  after  five  days  notice,  in  writing,  given  to  the  per- 
son or  persons,  or  an  officer  of  a  body  politic  or  corporate 
liable  to  taxation,  by  the  party  feeling  aggrieved,  and  after  due 
examination  of  the  facts  and  consideration,  to  make  such  addi- 
tion to  the  assessment,  or  in  case  of  omission  or  neglect  on  the 
part  of  the  proper  officer  to  assess,  to  so  fix  such  assessment  as 
shall  be  agreeable  to  the  principles  of  justice  ;  and  the  judg- 
ment of  said  commissioners  shill  be  rendered  within  ten  days 
after  the  making  of  said  complaint. 

Sec.  215.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  case  any  inhabitant    when  not  to 
of  the  township  or  an  officer  of  any  body  politic  or  corporate,  ment. 
liable  to  taxation  therein,  shall  refuse  to  swear  or  affirm  and 
answer  in  regard  to  all  the  particulars  of  his  or  its  property, 


530 

when  so  required  by  the  assessor  of  taxes  as  provided  by  this 
act,  or  in  case  such  inhabitant  or  an  officer  of  such  body  politic 
or  corporate  cannot  be  found  by  the  assessor  after  a  dilligent 
effort,  and  said  assessor  has  estimated  the  j)roperty  of  such  per- 
son or  body  politic  or  corporate  liable  to  taxation  at  the  highest 
valuation,  as  also  provided  by  this  act,  and  in  such  case  the 
person  or  body  politic  or  corporate  assessed  shall  appeal  to  the 
commissioners  of  appeal,  they  shall  not  reduce  said  assessment, 
if  it  shall  appear  that  the  person  appealing  or  an  officer  of  such 
body  politic  or  corporate  has  refused  to  be  sworn  or  affirmed 
and  to  answer  all  proper  questions  respecting  the  particulars  of 
his  or  its  estate  and  of  his  or  its  debts,  or  has  absented  himself 
for  the  purpose  of  evading  such  assessor,  nor  unless  such  per- 
son or  body  politic  or  corporate  shall  satisfactorily  prove  what 
was  the  true  value  of  all  his  or  its  taxable  property  ;  provided 
that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  prevent 
said  commissioners  of  appeal  from  increasing  the  valuation 
made  by  the  assessor,  if  it  shall  to  them  satisfactorily  appear 
the  same  ought  to  be  increased. 

Sec.  216.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  said  commissioners, 
ofmawe»°ineto  whenever  any  person  or  corporation  thinking  himself  or  itself 
give  gu  gmen  aggrjeyecj  \yy  j^g  or  j^s  assessment  shall  appeal  to  the  commis- 
sioners of  appeal,  such  commissioners,  except  in  cases  referred 
to  in  the  last  preceding  section,  after  due  examination  of  the 
facts  and  consideration  of  the  case,  shall  give  such  judgment 
as  shall  be  agreeable  to  justice,  which  judgment  shall  be  ren- 
dered within  three  days  after  the  hearing  of  said  appeal. 

Sec.  217.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
To  give  tran- t]ie  gait]  commissioners  to  mve  a  transcript  of  their  judgment 

script  of  judg-  o  r  .i       » 

neUantot'ieap  ^°  ^e  aPPellarjt  in  case  such  judgment  shall  be  in  favor  of 
such  appellant,  which  transcript  shall  be  a  sufficient  voucher 
to  such  appellant,  and  the  collectors  of  the  several  townships  of 
this  State  in  collecting  the  taxes  assessed  against  such  appel- 
lant, and  every  other  officer  whom  it  may  concern,  shall  govern 
himself  accordingly. 


Sec.  2 IS.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  commissioners  of  appeal  of  the  several  townshirjs  of  this 
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State,  whenever  any  individual  or  corporation  has  been  as- 
sessed upon  his  or  its  real  or  personal  estate  or  Loth,  and  who Casesoefdappeai 
has  appealed  from  such  assessment,  and  has  not  delivered  to tocommission- 
the  proper  assessor  of  taxes  the  statement  under  oath  or  affirm- 
ation required  by  this  act,  but  has  been  prevented  by  sickness 
or  other  unavoidable  accident  from  so  doing,  and  it  shall  be 
made  to  so  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  such  commissioners 
to  permit  said  individual  or  corporation  or  any  person  in  his  or 
its  behalf  having  knowledge  of  the  facts,  to  deliver  such  state- 
ment to  them,  sworn  and  affirmed  to  be  just  and  true,  there- 
upon deduct  such  debt  or  debts  and  exemptions  as  are 
properly  set  out  in  such  statement  from  said  assessment  in  like 
manner  as  the  assessor  might  have  done  in  case  said  statement 
had  been  duly  delivered  to  said  assessor. 

Sec.  219.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  when  the  commissioners 
of  appeal  shall  have  received   from  the  township  committee    Procedure  in 

Tii  i        cases  of  omis- 

complamt  setting  forth  that  property  liable  to  taxation  nassiou  to  assess- 

1  °  r      jt        •/  or     if     assess- 

been  neglected  or  omitted  to  be  assessed  for  taxes  for  the  cur-  ment  too  low. 
rent  fiscal  year  or  has  been  assessed  at  too  low  a  rate,  the  said 
commissioners  of  appeal  shall  within  five  days  after  receiving 
such  complaint,  by  writing  under  their  hands,  designate  the  time 
and  place  when  and  where  the  said  commissioners  will  meet  to 
consider  the  matters  embraced  in  such  complaint ;  said  time  to 
be  not  more  than  twenty  days  after  the  time  of  receiving  such 
complaint,  and  shall  within  the  time  aforesaid  file  such  written 
designation  with  the  clerk  of  such  township. 

Sec.  220.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  at  the  time  and  place 
designated  as  aforesaid,  the  commissioners  of  appeal  shall  meet 
and  shall  have  and  exercise  all  the  powers  conferred  upon  com- 
missioners of  appeal  in  all  other  cases  of  assessment  for  taxes, 
and  shall  ascertain  and  determine  whether  or  not  the  property 
mentioned  and  set  forth  in  said  complaint,  or  any  part  thereof, 
has  not  been  assessed,  or  has  been  assessed  at  too  low  a  valu- 
ation, and  that  the  same  ought  to  have  been  assessed,  or  differ- 
ently assessed  by  the  assessor  or  assessors  of  such  township,  and 
if  said  commissioners  of  appeal  shall  so  determine,  they  shall 
make  a  just  valuation  and  assessment  of  taxes  of  and  upon  such 


Ibid. 
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property,  and  shall  file  the  same  with  the   collector  of  such 
township. 

Sec.  221.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  any  tax  levied,  assessed 
Taxes  assessed01*  mlPosed  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  shall  be  alien  upon  the 
to  be  alien.  property  upon  wliich  it  is  so  assessed,  levied  or  imposed, 
for  the  same  period,  to  the  same  extent  and  of  the  same 
character  as  if  said  tax  had  been  levied  or  assessed  by  the 
assessor  or  assessors  of  such  township,  and  such  tax  shall  be 
collected  and  the  payment  thereof  enforced  in  the  manner  pro- 
vided for  the  collection  and  enforcement  of  taxes  therein. 

Sec.  222.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  costs  arising  out  of 
How  cost  or  aT1y  appeal  to  such  commissioners  shall  abide  the  result  thereof, 
pa?d.al  t0  beand  if  the  appellant  or  appellants  shall  be  discharged  from  the 
payment  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  taxes  assessed  against 
him,  her  or  them,  such  costs  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  of 
such  township  upon  an  order  signed  by  the  said  commissioners 
or  a  majority  of  them  ;  but  if  no  abatement  is  made  in  the  tax 
or  assessment  appealed  from,  the  costs  shall  be  paid  by  the 
appellant  or  appellants. 

THE  DUTIES  AND  POWEES  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 

Sec.  223.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  overseer  of  the  poor 
of  each  township  in  this  State  shall  procure,  at  public  charge, 
overseer   of a  f°no  book,  well  bound,  wherein  he  shall  keep  a  record  and 
book  of  record  registry  of  the  following  items: 

and    what    to  , 

record.  The  name  and  names  of  all  poor  persons  applying  for  relief. 

By  wrhom  the  order  of  relief  is  made. 

The  day  and  year  when  sucli  person  or  persons  were  first 
admitted  to  relief. 

The  weekly  or  other  sum  or  sums  of  money  allowed  by  the 
said  order  for  the  relief  of  such  person  or  persons. 

The  occasion  which  brought  such  person  or  persons  under  the 
necessity  for  applying  for  relief. 

The  sum  or  sums  of  money  received  by  said  overseers  for 
disbursement. 

The  sum  or  sums  of  money  laid  out  and  disbursed  by  the 
said  overseers  for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 
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And  also  all  the  matters  and  things  which  shall  be  transacted 
by  him  relating  to  his  said  office. 

And  no  person  or  persons  shall  be  entered  in  the  poor  book, 
or  receive  relief  from  the  said  overseer  or  overseers  of  the  poor 
without  an  order  procured  as  directed  by  this  act,  except  in 
cases  where  temporary  relief  to  poor  persons  in  immediate 
need  has  been  granted  as  directed  by  this  act. 

Sec.  224.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  said  overseers  of  the 
poor  shall  make  and  present  annually  to  the  township  com- 
mittee at  least  ten  days  prior  to  the  publication  of  the  annual 
township  report  by  the  township  clerk,  an  annual  or  yearly  re- 
port, to  be  stated  as  follows  : 

The  amount  of  money  received. 

The  amount  of  money  disbursed. 

The  name  or  names  of  persons  to  whom  relief  has  been 
granted. 

By  whom  the  relief  was  ordered  and  the  date  of  such  order. 

The  amount  directed  by  said  order  to  be  paid. 

The  time  or  times  when  such  order  directs  such  person  or 
persons  to  have  such  relief. 

The  occasion  or  cause  which  brought  such  persons  under  the 
necessity  for  making  application  for  relief. 

And  the  said  overseers  aforesaid  shall  lay  the  poor  book 
kept  by  them  as  directed  by  this  act,  before  the  township  com- 
mittee at  the  time  of  presenting  their  annual  reports  to  said 
committee,  so  that  the  said  committee  may  then  examine  the 
poor  accounts,  to  ascertain  their  correctness,  and  make  such 
further  recommendation  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  their  an- 
nual published  statement  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  township,  as 
they,  the  said  committee,  upon  such  inspection,  shall  find 
necessary. 

Sec.  225.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  procedure  for  grant- 

i.    -  ,  .,i  i   ,  i  •       Mode  of  proce- 

ing  rehei  to  any  poor  person  or  persons  mthe  several  townships  dure  in  grant- 

•       i  •     c  i     ii   ,  <•   n  ing   relief   to 

in  this  State,  shall  be  as  follows  :  poor  persons. 

The  poor  person  or  persons  asking  relief  shall   notify  the  ^ppiy  to  over- 
overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  township  in  which  they  reside  thatse 
they  desire  such  relief. 
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The  overseer  of  the  poor  shall  forthwith  apply  to  a  justice 
applyto^ustice  °^  tne  Peace  °f  the  township  f or  a  warrant  to  be  issued  to  a 
warrant*06 f°r constable  commanding  him  to  bring  such  poor  person  or  per- 
sons before  the  said  justice  of  the  peace  at  such  time  and  place 
as  the  said  justice  of  the  peace  shall  appoint ;  if  there  is  no 
justice  of  the  peace  in  the  township,  then  application  shall  be 
made  to  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  an  adjoining  township. 

The  constable  to  whom  such  warrant  is  directed  shall  have 
execute  war-  the  pei'son  or  persons  named  in  the  said  warrant  present  at  the 
time  and  place  mentioned  in  the  said  warrant. 

The  justice  of  the  peace  applied  to  by  the  overseer  of  the 
Justice  of  the  poor  and  issuing  the  warrant  as  aforesaid,  and  at  the  time  and 

peace  to  exam-     ,  , 

ine-  place  appointed  for  the  appearance  of  such  poor  person  or  per- 

sons, shall  proceed  to  examine  such  person  or  persons,  upon 
oath  or  affirmation,  relating  to  his,  her  or  their  last  place 
of  legal  settlement ;  and  the  said  justice  of  the  peace  shall  have 
power  to  issue  and  cause  to  be  served  writs  of  subpoena  to  and 
upon  any  person  or  persons,  when  necessary,  requiring  their 
appearance  before  him  to  give  evidence  respecting  such  settle- 
issue  subpce-  ment ;  and  after  examination  of  such  poor  person  or  persons 
and  witnesses,  if  any  there  be,  the  said  justice  of  the  peace 
shall  adjudge  and  determine  the  legal  settlement  of  such  poor 
person  or  persons. 
Determine  if     The  said  justice  of  the  peace  shall  then  determine  if  public 

relief  is  neces-      1 .    r  . 

sary.  reliei  is  necessary. 

If  the  said  justice  of  the  peace  determines  and  adjudges  the 
legal  settlement  of  such  poor  person  or  persons  is  within  the 
county  where  the  application  is  made,  and  that  he  believes  pub- 

Determine  le- , .  .  . 

gai  settlement,  he  relief  is  necessary,  he  shall  make  out  an  order  of  removal, 
commanding  the  said  overseer  to  remove  the  said  poor  person 
or  persons  to  the  poor  house  of  the  county  (where  poor  houses 
are  erected),  or  if  there  is  none,  then  to  the  place  of  his  or  her 
last  legal  settlement. 

The  said  justice  of  the  peace  shall  deliver  said  order  of  re- 

ofremoeva°&c.r  moval,  together  with  a   copy   of   the  evidence  on  which  the 

to  constable,     adjudication  was  founded,  to  the  overseer  of  the  poor  institut- 
ing the  proceedings  before  him. 
overseer    to      The  said  overseer  of  the  poor  shall  take  and  deliver  such 

execute  order.  p0Qr  person  or  persons,  together  with  the  said  order  and  copy 
of  the  evidence,  to  the  steward  or  manager  of  the  county  poor 


nas. 
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house  or  to  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  township  to  which 
the  said  poor  person  or  persons  are  ordered  to  he  removed,  as 
the  case  may  he. 

If  the  legal  settlement  of  such  poor  person  or  persons  is  de- 
termined by  the  said  justice  of  the  peace  to  he  within  the 
township  where  the  application  for  relief  is  made,  and  there  is 
no  county  poor  house  to  which  such   poor   person   or  persons  granted   when 

«/    -1  l  J  r  no  poor  house. 

may  he  removed,  then  it  shall  he  the  duty  of  the  justice  of  the 
peace  and  the  overseer  of  the  poor  to  inquire  into  the  state  and 
circumstances  of  such  poor  person  or  persons  so  applying  ;  and 
if  it  shall  appear  to  such  justice  of  the  peace  that  such  person 
or  persons  are  in  such  poor  circumstances  as  to  deserve  relief, 
then  the  said  justice  shall  give  an  order,  in  writing,  to  the  said 
overseer  of  the  poor  to  make  such  allowance,  weekly  or  other- 
wise, to  every  such  poor  person  or  persons  as  he  shall  think  in 
his  discretion  his,  her  or  their  necessities  may  require  ;  if  such 
township  have  a  poor  house,  said  justice  may,  in  his  discretion, 
order  such  poor  person  or  persons  removed  to  it. 

The  overseer  of  the  poor  shall  make  no  other  or  further  allow-    Limitation 
ance  to  such  poor  person  or  persons  than  by  said  order  shall  be 
directed. 

The  justice  of  the  peace  shall,  in  no  case,  make  an  order  for 
the  relief  of  any  poor  person  or  persons  without  an  application 
for  such  relief  being  first  made  by  an  overseer  of  the  poor. 

If  the  legal  settlement  of  any  poor  person  or  persons  is  de- 
termined to  be  within  this  State,  but  without  the  county  where  ^when^iegai 
the  application  for  relief  is  made,  and  public  relief  is  necessary,  ^j^ e  u '  the 
the  said  justice  of  the  peace  shall  issue  and  deliver  his  warrant," 
directed  to  any  constable  of  the  county,  directing  him  to  take 
said  person  to  his  or  her  last  place  of  legal  settlement,  and  deliver 
said  poor  person  to  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  township,  city 
or  borough  or  other  municipality  where  the  legal  settlement 
has  been  so  determined  to  be ;  the  justice  shall  also  deliver  to 
the  said  constable  a  copy  of  the  evidence  and  his  determination 
to  be  served  with  said  warrant  of  removal. 

If  upon  the  examination  as  aforesaid  of  any  poor  person,  the 
justice  of  the  peace  shall  find  that  such  person  has  no  legal  settlement    in 
settlement  in  this  State,  the  justice  shall  then  proceed  to  in- 
quire, if  he  or  she  has  resided  for  six  months,  continuously,  in 
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any  city,  borough,  incorporated  town,  incorporated  village  or 
township,  and  if  so,  then  said  justice  of  the  peace  shall  issue 
and  deliver  his  warrant  to  any  constable  of  the  county,  direct- 
ing said  constable  to  remove  such  poor  person  or  persons  to 
such  city,  town,  village,  borough  or  township  where  he  shall 
adjudge  that  such  person  or  persons  shall  have  last  resided  for 
six  months  continuously,  to  be  delivered  to  the  overseer  of  the 
poor  at  that  place  ;  the  said  justice  shall  also  deliver  with  his 
warrant,  a  copy  of  the  evidence  and  his  adjudication  showing 
that  such  ])oor  person  has  no  legal  settlement  in  this  State,  and 
where  such  poor  person  last  resided,  continuously,  for  six 
months. 

If  any  person  be  removed  by  virtue  of  this  section,  from  one 
How  order  ex-  township  to  another  within  this  State,  by  warrant  under  their 
ecuted.  hand  and  seal  of  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  this  State  on  order 

of  removal,  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  that  place  to  which 
such  poor  person  shall  be  removed  as  aforesaid,  is  hereby  re- 
quired to  receive  the  said  poor  person,  and  provide  for  such 
poor  person  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  this  act. 

And  justices  of  the  peace  are  empowered  and  required  to 
issue  their  warrants  for  the  appearance  and  removal  of  any  poor 
viSons.ral  pro"  person  according  to  the  terms  of  this  section  ;  and  all  consta- 
bles and  overseers  of  the  poor  are  authorized  and  required  to 
execute  all  such  warrants  and  orders  of  removal  when  delivered 
to  them  for  execution,  and  as  part  of  the  proper  execution  of 
the  said  writs  of  removal,  they  shall  serve  a  copy  of  the  evi- 
dence and  the  finding  of  the  justice  of  the  peace  who  deter- 
mined the  last  place  of  legal  settlement  of  such  poor  person, 
upon  the  overseer  of  the  poor  or  other  authority  to  whom  such 
poor  person  is  ordered  to  be  delivered. 

If  any  overseer  of  the  poor  has  reason  to  believe  any  poor 
overseer  may  person  is  likely  to  become  a  public  charge,  he  may  of  his  own 
oFpeaceJinSceCre  motion,  apply  to  a  justice  of  the  peace  to  have  the  legal  settle- 
tain  cases.        nient  of  such  person  determined  and  have  his  removal  effected, 
if  his  or  her  legal  settlement  is  elsewhere. 

The  expense  of  such  examinations  and  removals  shall  be  paid 
How  expenses  by  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  township  where  the  applica- 
tion for  relief  is  made ;  provided,  however,  that  in  counties 
having  county  poor  houses  the  board  of  chosen  freeholders  of 
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such  county  shall  pay  all  expenses  of  removal  of  poor  persons  to 
said  county  poor  houses. 

All  and  every  such   person,  who  shall   think  him  or  them-    RiKht  of  »p- 

,  *  x  paal. 

pelves  aggrieved  by  any  such  warrant  of  removal  granted  by 
any  justice  of  the  peace,  or  by  such  removal  of  any  poor  person 
as  aforesaid,  may  appeal  to  the  next  court  of  quarter  sessions 
of  the  peace  of  the  county  where  such  poor  person  shall  be  re- 
moved from,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  prescribed. 


Sec.  226.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  person  or  persons 
removed  as  aforesaid,  shall  return  to  the  place  from  whence  he, 
she  or  they  were  so  removed,  with  intent  to  remain  there,  and  PoorStor  cause 
shall  not  depart  such  place  within  twenty-four  hours  after  retunTof  pau- 
notice  to  him,  her  or  them  given  to  that  purpose  by  the  over-fatt-atea  to 
seer  of  the  poor  of  such  place,  it  shall  and  may  be  law-  committed,  &c. 
f ul  for  such  overseer  to  make  complaint  to  some  magistrate 
of  the  county  or  township  to  which  such  person  returns,  who  is 
hereby  required  either  to  send  such  person  away  again,  or  to 
commit  him  or  her  to  close  confinement,  to  be  fed  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  county  on  bread  and  water  only,  for  such  time  as 
the  said  magistrate  shall  think  proper,  and  then  to  send  him, 
her  or  them  back  to  the  place  whither  he,  she  or  they 
were  first  ordered  and  removed  to  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  and 
so  often  as  the  case  shall  happen  ;  provided,  always,  that  if  any 
person  or  persons  complained  against  as  aforesaid,  shall  enter 
into  bonds  with  two  good  and  sufficient  sureties  in  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  with  condition  to  indemnify  and  save 
harmless  the  township  from  all  charges  and  expenses  to  which 
the  same  may  be  liable  by  such  person  or  persons  being  resident 
there,  then  in  such  case,  he,  she  or  they  shall  not  be  removed 
as  hereinbefore  directed,  anything  in  this  act  to  the  contrary 
thereof  in  anywise  notwithstanding  ;  which  bond  shall  be  de- 
livered to  the  overseer  of  the  poor  so  intended  to  be  kept 
harmless,  and  he  shall  safely  keep  the  said  bond,  and  deliver  it 
to  his  successor. 

Sec.  227.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  when  any  person  having 
a  legal  settlement  in  this  State  shall  become  chargeable  to  any  p0orsbaii  take 
township,  and  shall    be  removed  to  his  or  her  place  of  settle  -  ami  order  a  re- 
ment  by  an  order  of  a  justice  of  the  peace,  as  prescribed  by 
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Construction 


this  act,  and  shall  thereafter  return  to  the  township  from 
whence  so  removed  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  there  again  become 
chargeable,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of 
the  township,  where  the  legal  settlement  of  such  pauper  has 
been  so  fixed  as  aforesaid,  on  being  notified  by  mail,  by  ihe 
overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  township  where  such  pauper  has 
again  become  chargeable,  to  take  back  such  pauper,  on  the 
original  order,  to  the  place  of  his  or  her  legal  settlement,  fixed 
as  aforesaid,  and  to  refund  to  the  said  township  where  the  said 
pauper  has  become  chargeable  as  aforesaid,  any  money  that 
may  have  been  expended  in  the  support  of  such  pauper. 

Sec.  22S.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  anything  in  the  two 
hundred  and  twenty-sixth  section  of  this  act,  repugnant  to  or 
conflicting  with  the  two  hundred  and  twenty-seventh  section 
thereof,  shall  be  held  to  be  of  none  effect. 

Sec.  229.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall  come 
overseer  of  the  ou^  °^  an7  P^ace  where  he  or  she  shall  be  legally  settled  into 
tice^o  another  anJ  township  within  this  State,  and  shall  happen  to  be  taken 
poors?nrcertain  s^c^  or  lame,  so  that  they  cannot  conveniently  move  back  to 
fame3,  ^ck^orthe  place  of  their  last  legal  settlement,  then   the  overseer  of 
per*caredPfor"that  place  into  which  such  person  shall  come  as  aforesaid  shall 
deceased!6    *  give  notice  to  the  overseer  of  the  township  out  of  which  such 
person  shall  come  as  aforesaid  of  the  name,  circumstance  and 
condition  of  such  person,  and  request  such  overseer  to  take 
care  of,  and  relieve  and  maintain  such  sick  or  lame  person  during 
his  or  her  illness,  and  also  to  provide  for  the  funeral  of  such 
person  if  he  or  she  should  happen  to  die ;  and  if  such  overseer 
shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  do  so,  upon  such  notice  given  as  afore- 
said, that  then  and  in  that  case  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  justice 
of  the  j)eace  of  the  county  or  township  where  such  person  has 
last  gained  a  legal  settlement,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and 
required,   upon  complaint  made  to  him,  to  cause  all  such  sum 
and  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  necessarily  expended  in  the  main- 
tenance of  such  poor  person  in  his  or  her  sickness  or  lameness, 
or  for  his  or  her  funeral,  by  warrant  under  his  hand  and  seal, 
to  be  directed  to  some  constable  of  the  said  county  or  township, 
to  be  levied  in  the  usual  manner  by  distress  and  sale  of  the 
goods  and  chattels  of  the  said  overseer  of  the  poor  so  neglecting 


539 

or  refusing  to  take  care  of  and  provide  for  any  such  person  as 
aforesaid  ;  and  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  so  recovered  shall 
be  paid  to  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  such  township  where 
Buch  person  shall  happen  to  be  sick,  lame  or  die  as  aforesaid ; 
and  the  overplus  of  the  money  arising  by  the  sale  of  such 
goods  and  chattels,  after  the  lawful  costs  and  charges  are 
deducted,  if  any  there  be,  shall  be  paid  to  the  owner. 

Sec.  230.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  when  any  poor  person 
or  persons  shall  apply  for  relief  from  any  township  within  this 
State,    the   overseer   of   the   poor   of  the  same  shall  take  an  an^°  sen  egoods 

£  i  ii    and  chattels  of 

inventory  of  every  such  poor  person  or  persons  goods  poor  person  re- 
and  chattels  before  he,  she  or  they  shall  be  admitted  to 
relief;  and  in  case  of  the  death  of  any  such  poor  per- 
son so  obtaining  relief  as  aforesaid,  the  said  overseer  shall 
cause  such  goods  and  chattels  to  be  sold  at  public  vendue, 
and  out  of  the  money  arising  therefrom  shall  reimburse 
the  township  all  such  charges  and  expenses  which  they  may 
have  been  put  to  in  maintaining  all  and  every  such  poor  person 
or  persons  or  their  families  ;  and  all  sales  and  bills  of  sale  made 
or  given  for  any  such  poor  person  or  persons'  goods  and 
chattels  during  the  time  they  shall  be  chargeable  to  any 
such  township  are  hereby  declared  to  be  null  and  void  and  of 
no  effect. 

Sec.  231.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  overseer  of  any  township  within  this  State  where  any 
father  shall  run  away  or  absent  himself  from  his  wife  and 
children,  or  any  widow  shall  run  away  or  absent  herself  from  ^y  jt®iz0f 
her  children  and  leave  them  a  public  charge,  to  apply  to  a^^0^cding 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  by  warrant  under  the  hand  and  seal 
of  the  said  justice  to  take  and  seize  the  goods  and  chattels,  and 
to  let  out  and  receive  the  annual  rents  and  profits  of  the  lands 
and  tenements  of  such  father  or  mother  so  absconding  as  afore, 
said  for  and  towards  the  maintaining,  bringing  up  and  providing 
for  such  wife,  child  or  children  so  left  as  aforesaid  ;  and  so  soon 
as  the  said  seizure  shall  be  allowed  and  confirmed  bjT  the 
general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  said  overseer,  from  time  to  time  and  as  often  as  the  case 
may  require,  to  sell  and  dispose  of  so  much  of  the  said  goods  and 
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chattels  as  may  be  necessary,  at  public  vendue,  to  the  highest 
bidder,  and  to  apply  the  money  arising  therefrom  toward.-  the 
maintenance  of  such  poor  family  so  left  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  232.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  any  innkeeper,  distiller, 
grocer  or  other  person  who  having  had  notice  of  an  order  of 
furnfshmg f  ?n- an.T  jus^ce  or  justices  made  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  "An 
liquor ^o*  per- act  concerning  disorderly  persons,"  approved  April  ninth, 
asd1sordeVr]Cyted  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-five,  the  supplements  there- 
to, shall  in  any  manner  furnish  or  supply  any  intoxicat- 
ing liquor  to  any  person  convicted  under  said  act  or  sup- 
plements as  a  disorderly  person,  or  knowingly  to  any  mem- 
ber of  the  family  of  the  person  so  convicted,  or  to  any 
person  for  him  or  her,  or  who  shall  knowingly  or  willingly 
allow  any  intoxicating  liquor  sold  or  furnished  by  him  to  be 
drank  in  and  upon  his  premises  by  such  convict,  shall  be  guilty 
of  an  offence,  and  shall  for  each  such  offence  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  twenty  dollars,  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  in  an 
action  on  contract,  with  costs  of  suit,  before  any  justice  of  the 
peace  in  and  for  the  county  in  which  said  offence  is  committed  ; 
the  said  suit  to  be  brought  by  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  the 
township  in  which  the  person  convicted  shall  at  the  time  of  his 
conviction  reside  and  in  the  corporate  name  of  said  township ; 
and  the  penalty  so  recovered  shall  go  to  the  U6e  of  said  town- 
ship, except  when  the  convict  has  a  family  residing  in  said 
township,  then  in  that  case  one-half  of  said  penalty  shall  go 
to  the  township  and  the  other  half  to  the  family  of  said 
convict. 

Sec.  233.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  overseer  of  the  poor 

overseer    of  when  applied  to  for  such  purpose  by  one   or  more  credible 

cute  forprpen- person  or  persons  giving  information  sufficient  to  warrant  the 

commencement  of  a  prosecution  under  the  provisions  of  the 

last  foregoing  section,  shall  forthwith  commence  such  actions 

and  prosecute  the  same  to  effect. 

Sec.  234.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  woman  shall  be 

Proc6dnr6  in 

cases  of  bas- delivered  of  a  bastard  child  which  shall  be  chargeable  or  likely, 
to  become  chargeable  to  any  township,  or  shall  declare  herself 
to  be  pregnant  of  any  child  liable  to  be  born  a  bastard  and  to 
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become  chargeable  to  any  township,  any  overseer  of  the  poor 
of  the  township  where  such  woman  may  be,  or  of  the  township 
■wherein  the  Legal  settlement  of  such  woman  may  be,  may  apply 
to  the  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  same  county  wherein  such  woman 
may  be  to  make  inquiry  into  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the 
Case  ;  and  the  said  woman  shall  be  examined  and  the  reputed 
father  arrested  and  tried  according  to  the  terms  of  "An  act 
for  the  maintenance  of  bastard  children,"  approved  March  the 
twenty-seventh,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-four,  and  the 
several  supplements  thereto. 

Sec.  235.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  whereas,  the  puta- 
tive father  and  lewd  mother  of  bastard  children  often 
abscond  from  the  township  and  from  the  county,  and 
leave  the  said  bastard  childien  a  charge  upon  the  township  Ibid- 
where  they  are  born  or  legally  settled,  although  such  putative 
father  or  mother  have  estate  sufficient  to  support  such  children 
and  to  discharge  the  township,  therefore  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  such  township  where 
any  bastard  child  shall  be  born  or  settled,  to  apply  to  any 
justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  or  township  where  the 
estate,  real  or  personal,  or  any  part  thereof,  of  such  putative 
father  or  lewd  mother  may  be,  and  by  warrant  under  the  hand 
and  seal  of  the  said  justice,  who  is  hereby  authorized  and 
required  to  issue  the  same,  to  seize  and  take  the  goods  and 
chattels  and  to  let  out  and  receive  the  annual  rents  and  profits 
of  the  lands  and  tenements  of  such  putative  father  or  lewd 
mother  so  absconding  as  aforesaid,  for  and  towards  the  susten- 
ance, bringing  up  and  education  of  such  bastard  child,  so  left 
as  aforesaid ;  and  as  soon  as  the  said  seizure  shall  be  allowed 
and  confirmed  by  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  county,  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  such 
township,  from  time  to  time,  and  as  often  as  the  case  may  re- 
quire, to  sell  and  dispose  of  so  much  of  the  said  goods  and 
chattels  at  public  vendue,  to  the  highest  bidder,  and  to  receive 
the  said  rents  and  profits,  or  so  much  thereof  as  shall  be 
ordered  by  the  said  sessions,  and  to  apply  the  money  arising 
therefrom  towards  the  sustenance,  bringing  up  and  education 
of  such  bastard  child  so  left  as  aforesaid ;  and  further,  that  the 
said  overseer  of  the  poor  shall  be  accountable  to  the  court  of 
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quarter  sessions  for  all  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  shall  01 
may  arise  from  every  such  sale  or  sales  or  be  by  him  receive 
for  the  rents  and  profits  of  such  lands  or  tenements. 

Sec.  236.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ful for  the  overseer  of  the  poor,  with  the  assistance  and  approba- 
overseer    of  tion  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  any  county  or  township  of  this 

poor  and  a  jus-  "i     ,  .    .        ,  , 

t ice  of  th estate,  and  they  are   hereby  enioined  and   commanded  to  put 

peace  may  bind  .      *  i  .1  ,  1  -i  n  11 

out  poor  cnii-  forth  and  bind  out  any  poor  child  or  children  who  have  no  par- 

dren  in  certain  ^    l  #  .    /• 

cases.  ents.  or  whose  parents  shall  apply  to  the  said  overseer  for  relief , 

or  the  child  or  children  of  any  poor  parent  whatsoever,  who 
shall  bring  up  their  said  children  in  sloth,  idleness  and  ignor- 
ance, and  upon  advice  and  direction  given  by  the  said  overseer, 
shall  for  three  months  after  such  advice  and  direction,  refuse 
or  neglect  to  put  forth  and  bind  out  such  poor  child  or  children 
for  such  a  number  of  years  as  the  said  justice  and  overseer,  in 
their  discretion,  shall  think  proper,  for  a  male  person  until  he 
shall  arrive  at  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  for  a  female  until 
she  shall  arrive  at  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  no  longer ;  and 
the  said  justice,  in  conjunction  with  said  overseer,  among  the 
common  covenants  in  the  indenture  and  indentures,  made  and 
agreed  upon  between  the  parties,  shall  always  insert  a  clause 
providing,  that  every  such  master  and  mistress  to  whom  such 
poor  child  or  children  shall  be  bound  out  as  aforesaid,  shall 
cause  every  such  child  and  children  to  be  taught  and  instructed 
to  read  and  write  ;  and  the  said  justice  and  overseer  are  hereby 
appointed  the  guardians  of  all  and  every  such  poor  child  and 
children  so  put  forth  and  bound  out  as  aforesaid,  to  take  care 
that  the  terms  of  the  indenture  or  indentures,  covenant  and 

demure5  °f  in~  covenants,  agreed  upon  between  them  and  the  master  or  mis- 
tress of  every  such  poor  child  be  performed  and  fulfilled,  and 
that  he,  she  or  they  be  not  abused  or  ill  used  ;  which  said  jus- 
tice and  overseer  as  aforesaid,  are  hereby  empowered  and  di- 
rected to  inquire  into  the  same,  and  to  redress  any  such  griev- 
ance or  grievance  in  such  method  as  prescribed  by  law;  provided, 
however,  that  in  counties  where  the  maintenance  of  the  poor 
has  been  assumed  by  the  county  authorities,  the  children  com- 
mitted to  the  county  poor  houses  shall  be  committed  to  some 
duly  incorporated  charitable  institution,  as  directed  by  an  act 
entitled  "  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  for  the  settlement 
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and  relief  of  the  poor,"  approved  March  twenty-fifth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighty-one  ;  and  provided,  further,  that  in  counties 
in  which  there  does  not  exist  a  city  of  over  twenty  thousand 
inhabitants,  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  any  township  therein 
may,  when  application  shall  be  made  to  him  for  the  relief  and 
in  behalf  of  any  poor  child  or  children  under  the  age  of  twelve, 
and  the  legal  settlement  of  the  same  shall  be  determined  as 
directed  by  this  act  to  be  in  such  county  aforesaid,  may  apply 
to  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  such  county  where  such  child 
or  chijdren  are  declared  legally  settled,  to  have  them  com- 
mitted to  some  duly  incorporated  children's  home  according  to 
the  direction  and  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  an  act  entitled 
"  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  for  the  settlement  and  relief 
of  the  poor,"  approved  March  nineteenth,  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventy-nine. 

Sec.  237.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  person  not  being 
in  the  place  in  which  he  usually  lives  or  has  his  home,  shall 
apply  to  any  overseer  of  the  poor  of  any  township  in  this  State,  turn'  of    poor 

i         ,       .      ,      .  f  i  •    i  -         •  -,  t  traveller  to  his 

that  he  is  desirous  to  return  to  his  home,  but  is  poor  and  has  not  home 
the  means  to  do  so,  the  said  overseer  of  the  poor  may  employ 
or  let  out  such  poor  person  to  labor  at  some  suitable  place  to  be 
by  him  selected  and  at  such  wages  as  shall  seem  to  be  just, 
and  when  in  the  opinion  of  said  overseer  such  poor  person 
shall  have  earned  a  sufficient  sum,  said  overseer  shall  with  the 
money  so  earned  and  with  such  additions  thereto  from  the 
treasury  of  the  township  as  he  may  think  reasonable,  cause 
such  person  to  be  returned  to  his  home  whether  in  this  State 
or  elsewhere,  provided  that  the  expense  shall  not  exceed 
twenty  dollars. 

Sec.  238.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  all  cases  wherein  any    a.  „ 

J      shall  require 

ship  or  vessel  shall  arrive  within    any  port  or  harbor  within  £° asdhi°f  ^*^ 
this  State,  having  on  board  passengers  coming  from  any  foreign  j^rs'fro^for" 
port  or  place,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for   the   overseer  0f eignports- 
the  poor  of  the  township  at  which  the  said  ship  or  vessel  may 
arrive,  or  any  justice  of  the  peace,  to  require  of  the  master 
and  commander  of  such  ship  or  vessel  a  bond,  with  approved 
security,  to  the  inhabitants  of  such  township,  in   a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding two  hundred  dollars,  conditioned  for  the  maintenance 
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and  support  of  any  passenger  on  board  such  ship  or  vessel  as 
aforesaid,  who  may  be  sick  or  infirm,  or  otherwise  incapable, 
in  the  opinion  of  said  overseer  or  of  such  justice,  of  providing 
for  his  or  her  own  support. 

Sec.  239.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  the  master  or  com- 
landFifi1  before  niander  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  arriving  as  aforesaid,  shall  land  or 
giving  bonds.  suffer  to  be  landed  from  on  board  his  said  ship  or  vessel,  any 
passenger  who  may  be  sick,  infirm  or  otherwise  incapable  of 
providing  for  his  or  her  own  support,  except  by  license  or  per- 
mit from  the  overseer  of  the  poor,  without  having  first  entered 
into  bond  as  aforesaid,  such  master  or  commander  shall  forfeit 
and  pay,  for  each  offence,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  to 
be  sued  for  and  recovered  by  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  the 
township,  for  the  use  of  the  same,  in  an  action  upon  contract, 
with  costs  of  suit,  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  said  town- 
ship, or  in  any  other  court  having  cognizance  thereof. 


Sec.  240.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall   be  the  duty  of 
Annually  fur- the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  several  townships  in  this  State, 

nish  to  board  of  «  .  ,  -,,  -i       e      i  _eiii  £ 

chosen  free-w  make  out  and  furnish  to  the  board  of  chosen  freeholders  of 

holders  list  of" 

poor  lunatics  the  county  in  which  said  townships  are  situated  a  list  of  all  the 

and  idiots.  J  1  , 

poor  lunatics  and  idiots  within  the  bounds  of  their  townships, 
stating  the  age  of  such  lunatics  or  idiots,  when  such  lunacy 
commenced,  what  means,  if  any,  they  have  for  support,  with 
all  other  facts  connected  with  each  case,  calculated  to  give  in- 
formation of  their  actual  state  and  condition ;  said  report 
to  be  made  annually  to  the  said  board  of  chosen  freeholders  at 
their  annual  meeting. 

Sec.  241.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  all  cases  where  any 
fines  or  forfeitures  are  created  by  this  or  any  other  act  of  the 
and  escheats  to  legislature  of  this  State  and  made  payable  to  the  overseer  of 
holders  in  cer-  the  poor  of  the  township,  f or  the  use  or  support  of  the  poor, 
and  in  all  cases  of  an  estate  or  estates  that  may  hereafter  escheat 
to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  a  township,  and  made  payable  to  the 
overseer  o£  the  poor  in  such  counties  where  the  poor  are  kept 
in  county  poor  houses,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  overseer 
receiving  any  such  moneys  to  pay  over  the  same  to  the  board 
of  chosen  freeholders  of  the  county  or  the  committee  of  such 
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board  of  chosen  freeholders  having  charge  of  the  county  poor 
house,  and  therewith  render  a  statement  certifying  on  what 
account  such  moneys  have  heen  by  him  or  them  received,  a 
copy  of  which  statement  shall  also  he  transmitted  to  the  said 
board,  or  its  committee  having  charge  of  said  poor  houses 
which  payment  and  account  aforesaid  shall  be  rendered  and 
made  yearly  and  every  year  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
March. 

See.  242.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  overseer  of  the  poor  in  any  township  of  this  State,  when 
application  shall  be  made  to  him  for  the  relief  of  any  poor 
person  or  persons,  to  grant  such  relief  as  their  immediate 
necessities  require  and  to  forthwith  report  the  same  to  one  or 
more  members  of  the  township  committee,  wrho  then,  with  the Uefto Sper- 
overeeer,  may  continue  to  grant  such  poor  person  or  jDersons  dtate  necessity" 
Buch  relief  from  time  to  time,  or  cause  their  removal  to  the 
county  or  township  poor  house ;  provided,  the  said  over- 
seer and  said  committee  or  committeeman  shall  proceed, 
as  required  by  this  act,  to  have  the  legal  settlement  of 
such  poor  person  or  person,  determined;  and  provided, 
further,  if  the  legal  settlement  of  such  person  is  deter- 
mined to  be  elsewhere  than  in  the  township  where  the 
relief  is  asked  for,  the  overseer  of  the  poor  shall  give  the 
notice  required  by  section  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
of  this  act  to  the  overseer  of  that  place  for  the  care  of 
any  sick  or  lame  paupers  and  their  burial  in  case  of  death ; 
provided  also,  that  the  authority  by  this  section,  granted  to 
the  overseer  of  the  poor,  shall  only  be  used  by  said  over- 
seer in  cases  where  the  necessity  is  so  immediate  and  urgent 
that  the  ordinary  course  of  procedure  directed  by  this  act  is 
too  slow  to  meet  such  immediate  arAl  urgent  necessity. 

Sec.  243.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  overseer  of  the  poor 
of  any  township,  when  authorized  by  a  majority  of  the  legal 
voters  at  the  annual  township  election  or  any  special  election    Band,  «pur- 
duly  called  for  that  purpose,  shall  build,  purchase  or  hire  any  place  formal 
house  or  houses  in  such  township  and  shall  purchase  necessary  whenso "author- 
materials  for  that  purpose  out  of  the  money  provided  or  to  be 
provided  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  there  shall  keep,  main- 


546 

tain  and  employ  all  and  every  person  and  persons  entitled  to 
relief,  as  provided  by  this  act,  in  that  township,  and  shall  take 
the  benefit  of  the  work,  labor  and  service  of  any  such  poor 
person  or  persons  who  shall  be  kept  and  maintained  in  any  such 
house  or  houses,  for  the  better  maintenance  and  relief  of  such 
poor  persons  who  shall  be  there  kept  and  maintained ;  and  in 
case  any  poor  person  or  persons  claiming  relief  of  any  township 
within  this  State,  where  such  house  or  houses  shall  be  so  built, 
purchased  or  hired,  shall  refuse  to  be  lodged,  kept  to  work  and 
maintained  in  such  house  or  houses,  such  poor  person  or 
persons  so  refusing  shall  be  put  out  of  the  book  where  the 
names  of  the  poor  are  ordered  to  be  registered,  by  virtue  of 
this  act,  and  shall  not  be  entitled  to  ask  or  receive  any  relief 
from  the  overseer  of  any  such  township  ;  provided,  however, 
that  nothing  in  this  section  shall  interfere  with  the  township 
committee's  control  and  management  of  any  poor  farm  when 
the  purchase  of  such  farm  has  been  authorized  by  the  inhab- 
itants of  any  township  in  this  Scate,  as  directed  by  this  act. 

Sec.  24-i.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  where  any  township 
shall  be  too  small  to  build,  purchase  or  hire  such  house  or 
houses,  in  the  above  section  mentioned,  the  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  two  or  more  townships,  when  authorized  by  a  majority 
of  the  legal  voters  at  the  annual  township  election  or  any 
special  election  duly  called  for  that  purpose  in  their  respective 
townships,  shall  join  together  and  unite  in  building,  purchasing 
or  hiring  such  house  or  houses,  for  the  lodging,  keeping  and 
maintaining  of  the  poor  of  such  places  so  joining  together  and 
uniting,  and  there  to  keep,  maintain  and  employ  the  poor  of 
such  united  places  as  aforesaid,  in  the  manner  and  subject  to 
the  proviso  contained  in  the  last  foregoing  section  of  this  act. 

Sec.  245.     And  be  it  enacted,    That   it  shall   and   may  be 
Overseer  of  lawful  for  the  overseer  of  the  poor   of  any  township,  with 

poor  mav  con-  J  ^  l 

tenance'oMoor  ^ie  collsent   an^   approval  of  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters 

shipshwhtnws0  °f    tne  township,    expressed    by    resolution    at    any  general 

authorized       or   special   township   election   duly    called   and   held  in    any 

township  where  a  house  or  houses  shall  be  built,  purchased  or 

hired,  as  in  the  above  sections  directed,  to  contract  with  the 

oveerseer  of  the  poor  of  any  other  place  for  the  lodging,  main- 


tenance    and    employment    of  any    ] r    prison  or  persons,  to 

such  otlier  place  belonging  a>  to  them  shall  seem  meet;  and  in 
ease  any  such  poor  person  or  persons  belonging  to  any  otlier 
township  in  this  State  shall  refuse  to  be  lodged,  maintained 
and  employed  in  such  house  or  houses  so  contracted  for  as 
aforesaid,  such  poor  person  or  persons  so  refusing  shall  be  put 
out  of  the  book  where  the  names  of  the  poor  are  ordered  to 
be  registered  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  shall  not  be  entitled 
to  ask  or  receive  any  relief  from  the  overseer  or  overseers  of 
any  such  township. 

Sec.  24G.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  a  legal  settlement   may 
be  obtained  by  any  person,   the  legal  settlement  of  any  poor Savi0s  «***<»• 

person  determined,  and  relief  granted  to  any  poor  person  in 
the  manner  prescribed  in  this  act  and  by  the  act  entitled  "  An 
act  for  the  settlement  and  relief  of  the  poor,"  approved  March 
twenty-seventh,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-four, 
and  the  several  supplements  thereto  so  far  as  the  same  may  be 
applicable. 

THE  POWERS  AND  DCTIES  OF  A  CONSTABLE. 

Sec.  24:7.     And  be  it   enacted,  That   the   several  constables 
elected  or  appointed  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  re-    Annually  re- 

x  L  L  new    official 

new  their  bonds  annually,  and  if  they  shall  neglect  or  refuse  i>oud. 
so  to  do  within  thirty  days  after  the  expiration  of  each  year 
during  the  term  for  which  they  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be 
elected,  the  office  of  the  constable  so  neglecting  or  refusing 
shall  be  censtrued  as  being  vacant. 

Sec.  243.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  constables  of  the 
several  townships  in  any  county,  shall  be  the  ministerial  officers 
of  the  courts  for  the  trial  of  small  causes,  and  it  shall  be  theGeneralpowers 
duty  of  said  constables  to  execute  within  the  county  all  pre- 
cepts, summons,  warrants,  writs  and  other  process,  issuing  out 
of  the  said  courts  and  to  them  or  any  of  them  directed  and  de- 
livered, and  make  returns  thereof;  and  also  to  execute  as 
aforesaid  all  precepts,  summons,  writs  or  other  process  issued 
by  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  prosecution  and  trial  of  any 
offender  against  any  ordinance  adopted  by  the  township  com- 
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raittee,  and  to  perform  all  matters,  acts  and   things  appertain- 
ing to  their  offices  aforesaid. 

TO  EXECUTE  SEARCH  WARRANTS  FOR  CRUELLY  TREATED 
ANIMALS. 

Sec.  249.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  when  any  complaint  is. 
warrantsSefro  r  made  on  oath  or  affirmation  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  that 
an\maTs.treated  the  complainant  believes  and  has  reasonable  cause  to  believe 
that  the  law  relative  to  cruelty  to  animals  has  been  or  is  being 
violated  in  any  particular  building  or  place,  such  justice  of  the 
peace,  if  satisfied  that  there  is  reasonable  cause  for  such  belief, 
shall  issue  a  search  warrant  authorizing  any  constable  (in  the 
absence  of  any  sheriff,  under-sheriff  or  agent  of  the  New  Jersey 
Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals,  &c),  to  enter 
and  search  such  building  or  place  ;  provided  that  nothing  in  this 
act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  prohibit  or  interfere  with 
any  properly  conducted  scientific  experiments  or  investigations, 
which  experiments  or  investigations  shall  be  performed  only 
under  the  authority  of  some  regularly  incorporated  medical 
society  of  this  State,  nor  shall  the  same  be  construed  to  prohibit 
or  interfere  with  the  killing  or  disposing  of  any  animal  or 
creature  by  virtue  of  the  authority  and  order  of  any  of  the  con- 
stituted authorities  of  this  State. 

May  arrest  Sec.  250.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  any  constable,  in  the 
mnt^p^sons  absence  of  any  sheriff,  under-sheriff,  or  agent  of  the  New 
bidons*  of edog  Jersey  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  tD  Animals,  is 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  enter  any  place,  building 
or  tenement  where  there  is  an  exhibition  of  the  fighting  or 
baiting  of  any  bull,  bear,  dog,  cock,  bird  or  other  living  animal 
or  creature,  or  when  the  preparations  are  being  made  for  such 
an  exhibition,  and  without  warrant  arrest  all  persons  there 
present,  and  take  possession  of  all  bulls,  bears,  dogs,  cocks, 
birds,  or  other  living  animals  or  creatures  there  found  engaged 
in  fighting,  and  also  all  implements  or  appliances  used  or  Lo  be 
used  in  such  exhibition  ;  such  persons  so  arrested  shall  be  taken 
before  the  nearest  police  magistrate,  district  court  or  justice  of 
the  peace,  who,  upon  complaint  being  made  and  warrant  issued, 
returnable  immediately,  the  persons  being  in  custody,  and  such 
police  magistrate,  district  court  judge,  or  justice  of  the  peace 
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being  satisfied  as  to  the  guilt  of  said  persons  being  in  custody, 
may  adjudge  that  each  of  said  persons  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
such  sum,  not  to  exceed  one  hundred  dollars,  together  with 
costs,  as  the  said  police  magistrate,  district  court  judge  or  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  shall  determine,  and  the  said  person  or  per- 
sons so  arrested  shall  be  imprisoned  in  the  jail  of  the  county  in 
which  sairj  offence  is  committed  until  the  amount  of  such 
forfeiture  and  costs,  if  an}r,  are  paid. 

EXECUTE  PRECEPTS  OF  CORONERS  FOR  SUMMONING  JURORS. 

To  execute  pre- 

Sec.  251.     And  be  it  enacted,    That  whenever  any  of  thecepts  of  coro- 

'  J  ners  for   sum- 

coroners  of  the  several  counties  of  this  State  shall  make  out  zoning  jurors, 
and  deliver  to  any  constable  of  the  county,  a  precept  directed 
to  such  constable  requiring  him  to  summon  a  jury  to  appear 
before  him  at  a  time  and  place  in  such  precept  mentioned,  such 
constable  shall  forthwith  execute  the  same,  and  shall  appear  at 
the  time  and  place  mentioned  therein,  and  make  return  of  such 
precept,  with  his  proceedings  thereon,  to  the  coroner  who 
issued  it. 


MAY      ORDER      INHABITANTS       TO     ASSIST     IN      EXTINGUISHING      OR 

STOPPING   THE   PROGRESS    OF   FIRES    IN    WOODS,  MARSHES 

OR   MEADOWS. 

Sec.  252.   And  be  it  enacted,  That  when  the  woods,  marshes 
or  meadows  in  any  part  of  this  State  shall  be  on  fire  the  consta- 
ble or  constables  residing  in  the  vicinity  of  said  fire,  in  the 
absence  of  a  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace,  and  the  owner  or  habftants to  as- 
owners  of  such  woods,  marshes,   and  meadows,  their  tenants,  guisbiog    fires 

.     .        ,  ,    ,  i  .in  woods,  &e. 

agents,  superintendents,  watchmen,  and  person  or  persons  in 
charge  of  the  same,  shall  and  are  hereby  directed,  required  and 
empowered,  forthwith  to  order  such  and  so  many  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  township  or  townships  in  which  such  fires  may  be, 
or  residing  in  the  vicinity  of  such  fire,  as  such  constable  or 
constables  may  deem  necessary,  to  repair  to  the  place  where 
such  fire  shall  prevail,  and  there  to  assist  in  extinguishing  or 
stopping  the  progress  of  the  same  ;  and  if  any  person  so  ordered 
to  assist  in  manner  aforesaid,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  comply 
with  such  order,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  live  dollars 
for  every  refusal  or  neglect  to  obey  such  order,  to  be  recovered 
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by  action  on  contract,  with  costs  of  suit,  to  be  brought  by  the 
owner  or  owners  of  such  woods,  marshes  or  meadows,  before  any 
justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  in  which  such  order  or  notice 
was  given,  and  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  constable  who 
gave  such  order  or  notice,  shall  be  sufficient  evidence  whereon 
to  convict  such  offender,  and  the  forfeiture  so  recovered  shall 
be  applied  as  a  reward  to  the  constable  who  ordered  or  notified 
such  offender  as  aforesaid. 

AN  OFFICER  OF  ORPHANS'  COURTS. 

Ph^nsC'ecourts.r'  Sec.  253.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  constables  of  the 
county  shall  be  officers  of  the  orphans'  court  of  such  county, 
and  shall  in  the  absence  or  disability  of  the  sheriff  of  such 
county  or  in  common  with  such  sheriff  serve  all  process  and 
orders  of  the  court  or  judges,  directed  to  such  constable,  to  be 
served  within  such  county. 

SHALL    MAKE     RETURN     OF     TAX     WARRANTS    TO    THE    JUSTICE    OF 

THE  PEACE  WHO  ISSUED  THE  SAME,  WITH  AN  ACCOUNT  OF 

THE  MONET  RECEIVED  BY  HIM  BY  VIRTUE  OF 

SUCH  WARRANTS. 

Make  return  ^ec-  ^54.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  a  tax  warrant 
of  tax  warrants  g]ia]j  |iave  |3eeri  jssue(j  fry  a  justice  of  the  peace  to  a  constable 
for  the  collection  of  taxes  in  arrears,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
constable  to  return  the  said  warrant  to  the  said  justice  of  the 
peace  within  forty-five  clays  after  the  date  thereof,  with  a 
schedule  thereto  annexed,  containing  a  particular  account  of 
the  money  by  him  received  from  the  levy  and  sale  of  the  goods 
and  chattels  of  each  delinquent,  and  in  what  manner  in  other 
respects  he  had  executed  the  said  warrant ;  and  the  said  justice 
shall,  upon  receipt  of  such  return,  deliver  a  copy  of  the  said 
warrant  and  return  to  the  township  collector,  upon  his  appli- 
cation for  it,  and  shall  return  the  original  warrant,  if  not  fully 
executed,  to  the  constable,  who  is  hereby  commanded  to  pro- 
ceed and  fully  execute  the  same. 

DUTY  TO  APPREHEND  TRAMPS. 

Sec.  255.     And  be   it  enacted,  That  all  persons  who  shall 

Apprehend    come  from  any  place  without  this  State,  or  from  any  city, 

county,  township,  borough  or  place  in  this  State,  and  have  no 
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legal  settlement  in  the  places  in  which  they  maybe  found,  and 
live  idly  and  without  employment,  and  refuse  work  for  the 
usual  and  common  wages  given  to  other  persons  for  like  work 
in  the  place  where  they  are,  or  shall  be  found  going  about  from 
door  to  door,  or  placing  themselves  in  the  streets,  highways  or 
roads  to  beg  or  gather  alms,  and  can  give  no  reasonable  account 
of  themselves  or  their  business  in  such  places,  are  hereby  de- 
clared to  be  tramps  :  and  that  if  any  person  shall  be  found  so 
offending  in  any  township  of  this  State,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
any  constable  or  police  officer  of  such  place,  and  he  is  hereby 
enjoined  and  required,  on  notice  thereof  given  to  him  by  any 
of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  or  on  his  own  view,  to  apprehend 
and  convey,  or  cause  to  be  conveyed  such  person  to  a  justice 
of  the  peace  or  other  magistrate  to  be  dealt  with  according  to 
the  provisions  of  "  An  act  to  define  and  suppress  tramps," 
approved  April  nineteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-six. 

DUTIES  AND  POWERS  OF  POUND  KEEPER-. 

Sec.  256.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
any  person  to  drive  or  eonvev  to  the  public  pound  of  the  town- 

*    -1  .  .        Lawful  to  drive 

ship,  any  cattle,  sheep,  horses,  mules  or  swine  found  pasturing  or  con.-ey  cat- 
upon  or  liiDninsr  at  large  in  the  streets  or  highwavs  of  any  Worses    mules 

r  o  o  d  «/  •>   or  swine  fouud 

township,  and  impound  the  same,  and  the  keeper  of  the  public  ^  larger  pub- 
pound  in  the  said  township  is  required  to  receive  all  such  cat- 
tle, sheep,  horses,  mules  or  swine  under  a  penalty  of  ten  dol- 
lars, to  be  recovered  in  an  action  on  contract  in  any  court  of 
competent  authority,  by  any  person  prosecuting  for  the  same, 
for  his  own  use  and  benefit,  for  each  infraction  of  this  act ;  and  if 
the  owner  or  owners  of  said  cattle,  sheep,  horses,  mules  or  swine 
so  impounded  shall  not  pay  the  charges  for  impounding  and 
keeping  the  said  cattle,  sheep,  horses,  mules  or  swine  within  five 
days  after  the  same  shall  be  impounded  and  take  the  same 
away,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  pound  keeper  to  sell  the 
same,  giving  at  least  five  days  notice  of  such  intended  sale,  by 
setting  up  the  notices  thereof  in  three  or  more  public  places  in 
such  township,  and  if  the  owner  shall  not  redeem  the  same  be- 
fore the  time  so  notified,  then  the  pound  keeper  shall  sell  the 
same,  and  out  of  the  money  arising  from  such  sale,  shall  pay 
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the  charges  of  conveying  to  and  letting  in  the  pound,  keeping 
and  feeding  the  same,  and  the  necessary  and  proper  expenses 
for  advertising  and  selling  the  same,  and  pay  the  surplus  to  the 
owner  or  owners  of  said  cattle,  sheep,  horses,  mules  or  ewine 
if  they  shall  appear  and  claim  the  surplus  within  six  months 
Jf  °eotsoc11daimed  after  such  sale,  and  if  the  owner  or  owners  shall  not  appear 
with'B  six  months  as  afoiesaid,  then  to  the  overseer  of  the  poor 
of  said  township. 

The  legislation  referred  to  and  thus  far  set  out  indicating  the 
duties  and  powers  of  pound  keepers,  applies  only  to  cases  i:i 
which  animals  are  found  running  at  large 

Sec.  257.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  horses,  mules, 

cattle,  sheep  or  swine  shall  get  over,  creep  through  or  break 

Horses,  &c.  down  any  lawful  fence,  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  animals 

damage  fesant    ,     ,,  ,  .     .  ,      .,    ,  ,    ,  . 

may  be  im-  shall  pay  to  the  person  injured  all  damages  occasioned  thereby, 
to  be  appraised  and  certified,  in  writing,  by  two  substantial 
and  indifferent  men  of  the  neighborhood  mutually  chosen  by 
the  parties,  but  if  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  animals  refuse 
or  neglect  to  choose  one  of  the  said  appraisers,  then  the  injured 
party  may  choose  both,  and  in  case  the  said  appraisers  chosen 
as  aforesaid  cannot  agree  upon  an  appraisement  of  the  damages, 
then  the  said  appraisers  may  choose  a  third  person  of  the 
neighborhood  being  a  freeholder  to  join  them  therein,  any  two 

Damages  to  be     £      ,  .-,     .  .  i  j  L'H    j 

appraised.  ot  wiioni  agreeing  their  appraisement  made  and  certified  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  binding  and  conclusive  to  the  parties;  and 
if  any  dispute  shall  arise  concerning  the  sufficiency  of  the  fence 
it  shall  be  determined  on  a  view  thereof,  by  the  same  persons, 
and  their  decision  respecting  the  same  in  like  manner  reduced 
to  writing  shall  also  be  conclusive;  and  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ful for  the  parties  injured  to  take  and  impound  such  animals 
found  trespassing  or  doing  damage  as  aforesaid,  in  his  field  or 
yard  or  other  inclosure  for  the  space  of  twenty-four  hours,  he 
giving  notice  thereof  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  said  ani- 
mals, if  known  and  to  be  found,  and  if  such  animals  are  not 
redeemed  within  the  said  twenty-four  hours,  by  payment  of  or 
satisfaction  for  the  damages  so  certified  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  lead 
or  drive  them  to  the  nearest  public  pound  of  the  township,  where 
the  pound  keepers  shall  receive  and  keep  them  until  the  dam- 
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ages  so  certified  with  the  charges  of  conveying  and  impounding 
are  paid  ;  and  if  the  owner  <>r  owners  of  any  animals  so  im-  ta^etn0  public 
pounded  shall  not  pay  the  damages  and  charges  of  impounding P°UQd- 
within  fourdays  after  each  animals  shall  be  impounded  orreplevy 
them,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  pound  keeper  to  set  up  adver- 
tisements in  at  least  three  of  the  most  public  places  in  the  town- 
ship to  which  such  animals  are  impounded,  and  in  one  or  more 
of  the  most  public  places  in  the  two  next  adjoining  townships,  disposed  °f  if 
particularly  describing  such  animals,  and  giving  at  least  thirty  f  e^Tare* not 
days  notice  of  an  intended  day  and  place  of  sale  at  public  ven-pai 
due,  and  that  if  the  owner  or  some  person 'for  him  does  not 
appear  and  redeem  said  animal-  at  or  before  the  time  as  fixed 
for  sale,  said  pound  keeper  shall  sell  the  same,  and  out  of  the 
moneys  arising  from  such  sale,  shall  pay  the  said  damages  and 
the  charges  of  conveying  to  the  pound,  and  retain  in  his  hands 
his  fees  for  pounding,  keeping  and  feeding  said  animals,  to- 
gether with  his  reasonable  fees,  costs  and  expenses  for  adver-    rocTed^of 
tising  and  selling  the  same,  and  pay  the  balance  to  the  owner sale- 
of  the  animal  ;  and  if  no  owner  shall  appear  and  claim  such 
balance  within  twelve  calendar  months  after  such  sale,  the 
same  shall  be  paid  to  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  township 
for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  said  township. 


NOTES. 

Little  attention  has  been  given  to  typographical  errors,  al- 
though there  are  some,  but  they  do  not  in  any  particular  inter- 
fere with  the  framing  of  the  sections  presented  and  intended 
as  substitutes  for  existing  legislation. 

The  most  marked  changes  are  in  the  order  in  which  they 
occur,  some  because  of  a  more  complete  analysis  of  extant  leg- 
islation, others  because  of  statutes  overlooked,  and  still  others 
made  because  of  enactments  after  the  data  upon  which  this  re- 
port is  based  had  been  made  up,  and  are  as  follows  : 

The  first  change,  except  the  elimination  of  "  wards,''  is  that 
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in  section  five  (5)  as  originally  framed,  which  change  is  sug- 
gested because  the  constitutional  qualification  of  electors  or 
voters  is  defined  by  Article  II  of  the  amended  constitution,  a 
repetition  of  which  seems  to  be  unnecessary. 

"  How  boards  of  election  to  be  constituted,"  and  under 
which  section  eight  (8),  page  thirty-two  (32),  of  this  report  is 
the  only,  has  been  displaced  by  "  How  township  elections 
shall  be  conducted,"  beginning  with  section  eight  (8)  and  con- 
cluding with  section  eighteen  (IS),  page  four  hundred  and 
forty-one  (441). 

The  change  U  no  innovation  but  a  codification  o±  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  entitled  "  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  en- 
titled '  An  act  to  regulate  elections,'  approved  April  eighteenth, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six  "  (P.  L.  1890  p. 
361)  and  the  act  entitled  "  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  en- 
titled l  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to 
regulate  elections,'  approved  April  eighteenth,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-six,"  which  supplemental  act  was  ap- 
proved May  twenty-eighth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ninety,  (P.  L.  1891,  p.  225)  so  far  as  the  acts  referred  to  relate 
to  the  conduct  of  township  elections. 

Changes  have  been  made  in  section  nine  (9)  beginning  on 
page  fifty-nine  (59)  as  originally  drafted  under  the  title  '  What 
officers  to  be  elected,  and  their  tenure  of  office,"  partly  because 
of  recent  legislation  (P.  L.  3  892,  p.  109  and  P.  L.  1892,  p.  258) 
and  in  part  through  a  fuller  consideration  of  the  subject.  It 
will  be  noticed  that  there  is  scarcely  uniformity  in  the  number 
and  tenure  of  township  officers  even  as  provided  by  the  substi- 
tute for  the  original  section  nine  (9),  which  substitute  will  be 
found  to  be  section  nineteen  (19)  on  pages  four  hundred  and 
forty-one  (441)  to  four  hundred  and  forty-four  (444)  inclusive. 
This  especially  applies  to  township  committeemen,  township 
clerks,  township  collectors  of  taxes  and  chosen  freeholders,  all 
important  officers,  and  all  except  the  last  prominent  in  the 
management  of  township  affairs,  but  the  substitute  is  based 
upon  the  law  as  it  is  found  and  adhered  to  in  at  least  this  par- 
ticular, because  to  change  it  might,  as  before  suggested,  un- 
settle the  administration  of  several  townships. 

There  is  a  strong  inclination  on  the  part  of  at  least  one  of 
the  members  of  this  commission  to  advise  that  the  township 
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committee  of  each  township  shall  consist  of  five  in.-tead  of  three 
members,  because  if  only  three,  one  Is  made  chairman  and  an- 
other may  be  selected  as  treasurer,  so  that  in  auditing  their 
own  accounts  and  the  claims  presented  per  chance  by  their 
own  appointees,  the  member  not  hampered  by  any  other  duty 
than  that  devolving  upon  him  as  a  member  of  the  committee 
would  naturally  offer  a  motion  in  favor  of  the  payment  of  such 
claim,  the  motion  would  be  seconded  by  the  disbursing  officer 
(the  treasurer-,  put  by  the  chairman,  and  if  the  member  offer- 
ing the  motion  and  the  treasurer  should  vote  each  adverse  to 
the  other,  the  chairman,  having  the  right  to  a  casting  vote, 
the  committee  might  thus  pass  upon  the  question  of  pay- 
ment, non-payment  or  modification  of  a  bill  or  claim  pre- 
sented by  another  claimant  as  well  as  one  presented  in 
behalf  of  either  of  themselves.  The  only  argument  pre- 
senting itself  against  the  suggestion  that  the  township 
conmiitttee  of  every  township  in  the  State  shall,  without 
regard  to  classification,  consist  of  five  instead  of  three  persons 
is  that  it  is  more  economical  to  have  three  instead  of  five- 
If  five  for  each  township,  each  to  be  elected  for  the  term  of 
three  years,  with  the  present  and  approved  rotation  of  tenure 
of  office,  section  nine  (9)  so  far  as  it  relates  to  members  of  a 
township  committee  will  need  some  change. 

If  this  suggestion  is  adopted  the  reasonable  conclusion  seems 
to  be  that  so  much  of  paragraph  one  (1),  section  nine  (9),  page 
fifty-nine  (59),  of  this  report  as  relates  to  township  "  commit- 
tee "  should  read  as  follow-  : 

Five  township  committeemen  who  shall,  at  their  first  annual 
meeting  after  their  election,  determine  by  lot  which  two  of 
said  committeemen  shall  hold  office  for  the  term  of  one  year, 
which  other  two  shall  hold  office  for  the  term  of  two  years, 
and  which  other  one  shall  hold  office  for  the  term  of  three 
years  ;  and  the  respective  members  shall  thereupon  hold  office 
for  the  respective  terms  so  determined,  and  at  each  succeeding 
township  election  thereafter  the  number  of  new  members  of 
the  township  committee  to  be  voted  for  and  elected  shall  be 
such  as  to  fill  the  place  or  places  of  the  member  or  members 
whose  term  or  terms  of  office  shall  expire,  and  such  new  mem- 
ber or  members  shall  be  elected  for  the  term  of  three  years  ; 
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proVided,  however,  that  the  provisions  hereof  shall  not  apply 
to  townships  having  special  charters. 

The  next  change  of  any  importance  is  the  addition  to  orig- 
inal section  seventeen  (17),  j)age  seventy-seven  (77),  of  the 
form  of  bond  to  be  given  by  overseers  of  the  poor,  which  has 
been  done  for  the  sake  of  uniformity.  The  original  section 
fifty-one  (51),'  page  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  (138),  has 
been  substituted  by  section  sixty-one  (61),  page  four  hundred 
and  sixty -four  (464),  because  S.  Kev.,  p.  1083,  S.  I.  was  over- 
looked. Section  seventy-one  (71),  page  one  hundred  and 
seventy-four  (174),  has  been  omitted  because  its  provisions  are 
applicable  only  to  specified  localities. 

Section  seventy-three  (73),  page  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven  (L87),  has  been  dispensed  with,  except  to  consolidate  it 
in  part  with  the  preceding  section.  Section  seventy-eight  (78), 
page  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  (189),  has  been  substituted 
by  sections  eighty-six  (86),  eighty-seven  (87)  and  eighty-eight 
(8b),  pages  four  hundred  and  seventy-eight  (478)  and  four 
hundred  and  seventy-nine  (479),  in  keeping  with  sections  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-four  (b64),  eight  hundred  and  sixty-live 
(865)  and  eight  hundred  and  sixty-six  (866),  S.  Eev.,  p.  685, 
which  sections  have  not  been  quoted 

Section  eighty-nine  (89),  page  two  hundred  and  ten  (210), 
has  not  been  included  with  the  revised  sections  because  section 
eighty-eight  (88)  as  remodelled  covers  the  same  duty.  The 
same  applies  to  section  ninety-eight  (98),  page  two  hundred 
and  twenty-two  (222),  as  its  provisions  are  included  in  section 
twenty-three  (23),  page  eighty-eight  (88). 

Original  section  one  hundred  and  two  (L02),  page  two 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  (227),  has  been  substituted  by  re- 
vised section  one  hundred  and  nine  (109),  page  four  hundred 
and  eighty-seven  (487),  in  order  to  avoid  tautology. 

Section  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  (131),  page  four  hundred 
and  ninety-seven  (497),  relating  to  the  assessment  of  private 
corporations,  has  been  added. 

The  new  section  one  hundred  and  forty  (140)  has  been  added 
in  order  to  more  definitely  fix  the  tax  on  dogs. 

The  original  sections  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  (137), 
one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  (138)  and  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
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nine  (130),  pages  two  hundred  and  eighty-four  (2S4)  and  two 
hundred  and  eighty-five  (285),  have  been  placed  in  a  different 
order,  so  that  the  original  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  (138) 
is  one  hundred  and  forty-five  ( 145),  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven 
(137)  is  one  hundred  and  forty-six  (146)  and  one  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  (139)  is  one  hundred  and  forty-seven  I  147),  as  found 
on  pages  five  hundred  and  four  (504),  five  hundred  and  five 
(505)  and  five  hundred  and  six  (500).  Original  section  one 
hundred  and  fifty-five  (155),  page  three  hundred  and  one  (301), 
is  substituted  by  section  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  (163), 
page  five  hundred  and  eleven  (511),  the  change  being  made 
for  the  purpose  of  making  the  proceedure  in  case  of  a  re-assess- 
ment more  clear. 

Section  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  (165),  page  five  hundred 
and  twelve  (512),  has  been  added  in  order  that  any  slight  omis- 
sion in  the  powers  and  duties  of  a  collector  of  taxes  as  provided 
in  the  proposed  new  act  ma}T  not  lead  to  embarrassment. 

Revised  section  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  (166),  page  five 
hundred  and  twelve  (512),  was  inadvertantly  placed  among  the 
duties  of  the  collector  in  section  two  hundred  and  three  (203), 
page  three  hundred  and  forty-nine  (349),  consequently  section 
two  hundred  and  three  (203)  is  now  designated  as  one  hundred 
and  sixty-six  (166). 

Section  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  (159),  page  three 
hundred  and  five  (305),  has  been  so  amended  as  to  more  fully 
specify  the  duties  of  township  assessors  relative  to  births, 
deaths  and  marriages,  which  revised  section  is  designated  as 
section  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  (169),  page  five  hundred 
and  thirteen  (513).  Section  one  hundred  and  eighty  seven 
(187),  page  three  hundred  and  thirty-five  (335),  has  been  elim- 
inated because  its  provisions  are  covered  by  section  one 
hundred  and  eighty-two  (182),  page  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  (328). 

Section  two  hundred  and  three  (203),  page  three  hundred 
and  forty-nine  (349),  as  before  stated  has  been  made  section 
one  hundred  and  sixty-six  (166). 

Section  two  hundred  and  nine  (209),  page  five  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  (528),  should  be  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows  : 
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Sec.  209.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  collector  of  every  township  of  this  State,  out  of  the  .first 
moneys  which  shall  be  collected  by  him,  to  pay  to  the  county 
collector  of  the  county  in  which  he  holds  his  office  the  State 
and  county  taxes  required  to  be  assessed  in  his  township  by  the 
twenty-second  day  of  December  in  every  year ;  provided,  that 
nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  require  the 
township  collector  to  pay  over  to  the  county  collector  any 
school  moneys  received  by  him  from  special  township  or  dis- 
trict school  taxes  raised  under  the  eighty-sixth  section  of  the 
act  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  a  system  of  public  instruc- 
tion," (Revision),  approved  March  twenty-seventh,  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy-four. 

Section  two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  (238),  page  three 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  (399),  and  as  reproduced  in  section 
two  hundred  and  forty  four  (244),  has  been  curtailed  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  because  the  provisions  of  that  section  are  in- 
cluded in  the  section  next  preceding. 

The  original  section  two  hundred  and  forty  (240),  page  four 
hundred  (400),  has  been  entirely  omitted  because  its  provisions 
are,  in  view  of  previously  recommended  sections,  considered 
unnecessary. 

The  new  section  two  hundred  and  forty-eight  (24S),  page 
five  hundred  and  forty-seven  (oil),  has  been  added  to  indicate 
more  fully  than  before  stated  the  imperative  duties  of  con- 
stables. 

Sections  two  hundred  and  forty-seven  (247)  and  two  hundred 
and  forty-eight  (248),  page  four  hundred  and  eleven  (411), 
have  been  omitted  because  they  are  in  effect  covered  by  sec- 
tion two  hundred  and  twenty-five  (225),  page  three  hundred 
and  eighty -seven  (3b7). 

The  most  marked  change  by  way  of  obliteration  will  be 
found  in  the  omission  of  all  new  sections  relating  to  "  the 
duties  and  powers  of  surveyors  of  highways  "  set  out  in  the 
original  sections  two  hundred  and  fifty-three  (258)  to  two 
hundred  and  fifty-nine  (259),  both  inclusive,  on  pages  four 
hundred  and  twenty  five  (425)  and  four  hundred  and  thirty-one 


559 

(431),  both  inclusive.  That  is  advised  because  after  careful 
consideration  ic  is  concluded  that  the  duties  and  powers  of  sur- 
veyors of  highways  are  such  as  do  not  necessarily  relate  to  the 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  a  township,  and  are  so  well  de- 
lined  in  all  legislation  imposing  duties  and  conferring  powers 
upon  them  as  not  to  need  consideration  here. 

So  much  as  relates  to  villages  and  towns  has  been  collected 
and  arranged,  and  the  accepted  legislation  relating  to  those 
municipalities  as  contradistinguished  from  townships  is  within 
such  narrow  scope  as  to  make  the  disposition  of  it  compara- 
tively an  easy  task. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


A.  D  Campbell, 
George  E.  Pace, 
Jacob  C.  IIendrickson, 

Commissioners. 


February  6th,  1893. 
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